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How Warsh Can Be A Fed Chair Of Few Words

K
evin Warsh aspires to be a Federal Reserve chair 
of few words. He doesn’t think the central bank 
should provide as much “forward guidance” 
about the path of interest rates as it has in recent 

years. He believes Fed policymakers should give fewer 
speeches and possibly hold fewer meetings. He wants 
the institution to own fewer assets and to leave a lighter 
footprint on the economy.

There are good arguments for this humble approach, 
but that silence could have a cost: Markets won’t know 
what to expect from Warsh and his colleagues in the 
future, which might undermine the credibility of the poli-
cies they’re pursuing today. When the Fed raised interest 
rates on Wednesday for the fi rst time in three years, the 
yield on Treasury bonds rose, too: a sign, as economic 
analyst Marcus Nunes wrote, that markets doubt the 
Fed’s commitment to keep rates high enough for long 
enough to bring infl ation back down to its target of 2 
percent a year.

Thinking bigger might help the Fed’s communications. 
Some economists have for years advocated that the Fed-
eral Reserve adopt a nominal spending target. Their main 
argument is that this approach would better stabilize the 
economy. It would also allow the central bank to convey 
what it needs without any hint of micromanagement.

Under the new target, the Fed would commit to keep-
ing the economy growing at a steady rate, as measured 
by the number of dollars U.S. households and businesses 
spend and make in a year. This is different from trying to 
ensure that the amount of goods and services the country 
produces expands at the same rate each year. The Fed 
can’t control this “real” growth rate and shouldn’t try.

A reasonable goal would be 4 percent spending 
growth, which would permit infl ation to fl uctuate within 
confi ned bounds. In a year with strong output, real 
growth might make up 3 of that 4 percent and infl ation 
the other 1. In a weaker year, real growth might run at 1 
percent, with infl ation at 3.

This approach automatically handles unexpected eco-
nomic jolts. If an oil shortage drove up gas prices, a cen-
tral bank targeting infl ation would usually feel pressure to 
raise interest rates, adding to the pain the economy was 
already enduring. Under a spending target, the Fed would 
stand back and let prices adjust without crushing total 
incomes.

Conversely, if an artifi cial-intelligence productivity 
boom drove prices down, the Fed wouldn’t make the 
boom bigger to hit an infl ation target. It would keep 
spending steady in either case, which is what central 
bankers say they want when they speak about “looking 
through supply shocks.”

That is what the Fed implicitly did from 1990 to 2007, 
a time of relative macroeconomic stability. Subsequent 
departures from that practice have had unhappy conse-
quences. In 2007 and 2008, the Fed paid too much atten-
tion to oil-price spikes and not enough to weak spending, 
delaying its response to what became a deep recession. 
A severe drop in spending growth made servicing debts 
and maintaining payrolls impossible. The Fed made the 
opposite mistake after the covid pandemic. It delayed 
reining in accelerating spending while it agonized about 
the extent to which supply shocks were raising prices.

The forward guidance that Warsh dislikes has asked 
Fed governors to predict both the course of the economy 
over coming quarters and how they would respond to it. 
They frequently erred, as anyone would have, which un-
dermined the Fed’s credibility. A commitment to steady 
spending growth wouldn’t require such predictions.

Adopting this policy rule would allow the Fed to com-
municate more while saying less. It would keep reactions 
simple: The central bank would increase the money 
supply when spending is growing too slowly and cut back 
when it is growing too fast. A productivity boom, sup-
ply shortages, higher or lower tariffs, job growth faster or 
slower than expected, rising or falling stock prices: The 
Fed would stick with 4 percent spending growth no mat-
ter what.

Economists have proposed other possible rules, such 
as a version of a “Taylor rule” that attempts to set interest 
rates based on an equation involving the “neutral” inter-
est rate and the gap between the economy’s actual and 
potential output. But nobody can observe those vari-
ables. A spending commitment requires much less specu-
lation. The key data point - how much have people and 
businesses been spending? - is easier to gauge than the 
infl ation rate, which requires a lot of debatable technical 
specifi cations.

A common objection to a total-spending target is that 
the public won’t understand it. But only a small portion of 
the population follows monetary policy, and, in any case, 
“We’re aiming to achieve steady income growth” isn’t that 
diffi cult to explain. The current policy sometimes makes 
people wonder why the Fed is deliberately seeking higher 
infl ation.

Warsh has established several task forces to review 
what the Fed does. One will consider the central bank’s 
communications and another its framework for deal-
ing with infl ation. Their work can naturally dovetail: A 
better policy framework can be a better communications 
strategy. Make a lot of Fed commentary unnecessary and 
uninteresting for markets, and adopt a policy that speaks 
for itself.

-The Washington Post

By Ramesh Ponnuru

I
t’s easy to mistake Ro Khanna’s populism for a deep 
distrust of government. The congressman from Cali-
fornia’s 17th District has dedicated much of the past 
two years to unearthing the government’s Jeffrey Ep-
stein fi les and is now turning his energies to blocking 

tech lords’ greed-fueled race toward the apocalypse.
But Khanna is a happy warrior. He’s also chatty. When 

the congressman sat down last week at The Post to talk 
to me about his 2028 presidential prospects and his plan 
to shore up his party’s working-class support, he told me 
that he’ll talk to anyone, the left’s Hasan Piker and right’s 
Megyn Kelly being a couple of examples. “‘Are you really 
gonna go do this Washington Post podcast?’” he recount-
ed a junior staff member asking him. “‘They’ve been writ-
ing editorials against you about the wealth tax!’”

Not even a judicious staffer can stop Khanna from 
spreading his gospel.

Khanna’s philosophy is built on a key optimism: 
Government is capable of solving our biggest problems. 
That’s an intoxicating, possibility-opening proposition, 
and Khanna certainly believes it applies to the issue 
dominating Washington right now: How do we keep killer 
robots from exterminating the human race?

The Silicon Valley representative tells me that reckless 
tech titans need more “safety and regulation that makes 
sure that we don’t lose control over AI.” Setting safety 
norms for such a volatile industry strikes me as reason-
able enough. But can the government really competently 
govern a technology that Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei 
warned could hijack the entire internet in a year or so?

Khanna argues that the government has a good record 
of regulating the up-and-coming: “We’ve competently 
regulated electricity, and nuclear energy and aviation.” 
Aviation and power companies don’t come to mind 
when I think of our nation’s most effi cient industries, but 

maybe I should take another sip of the Khanna Kool-Aid. 
To Khanna, the answers to the future are located in the 
lessons of governments past. “FDR had a New Deal for 
the industrial age,” he said, “I believe we need a next New 
Deal for the AI age.” His party, he says, should be a “New 
New Deal coalition.”

Khanna might add a few more “new”s. He is far from 
the fi rst politician to tap into FDR nostalgia while propos-
ing a major overhaul in social spending. The New Deal 
built the foundation of the modern entitlement state with 
the start of a relatively narrow Social Security program; 
the following decades saw its expansion and the rise of 
programs like Medicare and Medicaid.

The entitlement state exists at proportions FDR would 
have never imagined, in other words. But Khanna’s vision 
for government goes beyond caring for the sick, poor and 
retired millionaires. It’s time, he says, to “reindustrialize 
America.” We need “a plan to have an industrial invest-
ment bank that invests in these communities that were 
hollowed out, a thousand new trade schools, investment 
in child care jobs, investment in venture capital,” he 
preached. “A vision saying: We understand wealth genera-
tion, we know how to build wealth.”

It certainly takes a kind vision to assess the current 
state of federal spending and devise a plan for more. 
This year the national debt hit $40 trillion, and entitle-
ments are a big reason why. But Khanna is undeterred 
by that dreary trajectory. One of his defi cit-cutting ideas 
is ending “corporate profi teering” enabled by Medicare 
Advantage. His plan estimates that getting rid of “upcod-
ing and fraud” would save $83 billion a year. But waste 
in the military is a particular fi xation. “We need more 
accountability in government, and that to me would be 
cutting some of the waste in the Pentagon budget,” he 
said. Khanna’s defi cit-reduction plan proposes ending 
“unnecessary weapons systems,” reducing bureaucracy 
and cutting excess basing infrastructure abroad.

There’s certainly bloat at the Pentagon. But defense 

spending has tended downward as a share of gross do-
mestic product, while the total federal budget continues 
to trend upward. If the goal is to go after the most waste 
possible, there are bigger targets.

Khanna at least acknowledges that cutting waste alone 
won’t fi nance the reindustrialization of America - or all 
the other programs he’s proposing. A wealth tax, he tells 
me, will help fi x an economy where “the rules have been 
written to privilege the shareholders, to privilege the 
executives, to privilege the capital class at the expense of 
the worker class.”

“We need to tax the wealthy more so that we can have 
free child care, free college, trade schools, Medicare-
for-all, health care as a human right, and give people 
enough,” he said.

Still, unlike the decidedly unhappy warriors in his 
party, Khanna doesn’t think billionaires are villains. If 
anything, he wants to invite them into an exclusive club: 
“What I’m saying is, be an economic patriot.” The price of 
entry would be 5 percent of their wealth. “No one’s saying 
confi scate your wealth. We’re just saying pay some tax so 
everyone has a shot.”

There’s already quite a lot of money sloshing around 
federal coffers. The government spends enough on 
anti-poverty programming alone to give each family in 
poverty $181,000 a year. I wondered why the congress-
man wouldn’t start on his quest to root out ineffi ciencies 
before creating a new tax regime. “Well, we can walk and 
chew gum at the same time, right?” he said. It’s not a 
novel idea to suggest that government can fi x its existing 
problems while addressing new ones, but at this point it 
does take a true optimist to believe it.

Carine Hajjar is an opinion journalist for The Washington Post’s 
Opinion section. Before joining The Post in 2025, she was a col-
umnist and editorial board member at the Boston Globe.

-The Washington Post

By Carine Hajjar

Ro Khanna Looks On The Bright Side
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J
ust three years after OpenAI said its models were 
good at grade-school math, the company an-
nounced they had solved the Navier-Stokes Millen-
nium Prize problem in 88 hours, something that had 
stumped humanity’s greatest mathematical minds 

since the 1930s. Project that trend forward and you see 
why OpenAI Chief Executive Offi cer Sam Altman thinks 
AI will cure all diseases – and why people are afraid that a 
rogue AI might harm humanity.

Santa Fe Institute scientists Melanie Mitchell and 
David Krakauer described AI’s mantra as “Scale is all you 
need.” What that means is the bigger the training sets 
and the more computer you have, the better AI becomes. 
Altman’s vision of AI’s exponential growth curve, and 
the related hopes and fears, are similarly driven by an 
unspoken assumption that intelligence is all you need. If 
you’re smart enough, you can cure cancer – or destroy the 
world. But that’s not how power and intelligence work.

Anthropic PBC says Claude, its AI model, already 
writes more than 80% of the code its engineers merge. 
Push that to 100% and AI would be building its own suc-
cessors. It could keep racing ahead until fi nally it under-
stood everything and could control everything. That’s 
the fear and, for some, the hope. AI could create what 
Anthropic Chief Executive Offi cer Dario Amodei calls “a 
country of geniuses in a datacenter.”

The United States ran that experiment at Los Alamos. 
It put legendary physicists such as Niels Bohr, Richard 
Feynman and Robert Oppenheimer to work building the 
atomic bomb. But Alex Wellerstein, a historian of science 
and nuclear weapons at the Stevens Institute of Technol-
ogy, calculated that Los Alamos accounted for just 4% 
of the Manhattan Project’s almost $2 billion cost. Eighty 
percent of the budget went to plants in Tennessee and 
Washington that produced uranium and plutonium. In 
his 1945 Congressional testimony, Oppenheimer said that 
without scientists there would have been no bomb, but 
“if there had been only scientists, there also would be no 
atomic bomb.”

AI has changed coding, mathematics, and weather 

forecasting. They all have a vast pool of available training 
data, rapid feedback, and clear right and wrong answers. 
These keep models moored to reality, not spiraling off to 
disaster as the result of compounding small errors.

Constant corrections are why we remember the Wright 
brothers. The best-funded attempt at fl ight in 1903 was 
made by Samuel Langley, secretary of the Smithson-
ian Institution, who had $50,000 in government funds 
and an engine four times as powerful as the one in the 
hands of the Wrights. Langley designed a plane that was 
inherently stable. But his brilliant design plunged into 
the Potomac River because the models he built didn’t 
scale. The Wright brothers were bicycle mechanics. They 
didn’t have his resources, but they knew that bikes were 
unstable machines kept upright by constant corrections 
from the rider. They used that insight, plus wind tunnel 
tests of as many as 200 wing shapes, to beat their better-
funded rival.

Intelligence needs input. The faster and clearer the 
input, the more powerful intelligence becomes. Math, 
coding and weather forecasting? Check. Financial mar-
kets qualify, too. Hedge fund Two Sigma Investments 
boasts that its computing power would rank among the 
world’s top fi ve supercomputer sites, and that isn’t an ac-
cident. Writing fails the tests, hence the deluge of AI slop 
on LinkedIn. So does curing cancer, because it requires 
experiments on living systems that take years to respond. 
Intelligence might improve your hit rate, but it can’t get 
you around that limit.

Intelligence gets used fi rst in the places with the fast-
est and clearest feedback. What’s left are the problems 
where it’s worth less. That’s why its power is unlikely to 
keep climbing. The more you know, the harder it be-
comes to learn even more. We ran that experiment in 
theoretical physics. In the early days after the quantum 
mechanics revolution, progress leapt forward. Over 
time, despite better instruments and tools, foundational 
breakthroughs got harder. In a 1975 lecture, the Nobel 
Prize-winning physicist Paul Dirac said, “It was very easy 
in those days for any second-rate physicist to do fi rst-
rate work. There has not been such a glorious time since 
then. It is very diffi cult now for a fi rst-rate physicist to do 
second-rate work.”

Research-heavy industries show the same pattern. In 
semiconductors, Stanford University economist Nicholas 
Bloom and three co-authors found that doubling chip 
density takes more than 18 times as many research-
ers now as in the early 1970s. Even Tom Davidson and 
Tom Houlden of the research group Forethought, whose 
model gives roughly 60% odds that fully automated AI 
research will compress three years of progress into one, 
assume the returns fall as software approaches its limits.

So, when Amodei predicts that powerful AI could com-
press 50 to 100 years of biological progress into fi ve to 10, 
and that reductions of 95% or more in cancer deaths and 
new cases seem possible, skepticism is appropriate. The 
key question, one AI leader wrote, is how much prog-
ress each additional increment of intelligence buys, and 
which other inputs become the constraint when intelli-
gence is plentiful. That leader was Amodei himself, in his 
2024 essay “Machines of Loving Grace.” In the same essay, 
he noted that today’s particle physicists have no short-
age of theories but lack the accelerator data to choose 
between them, and it’s not clear superintelligence would 
change that. Other Anthropic researchers noted that Am-
dahl’s Law dictates that speeding up one part of a process 
tends to move bottlenecks, not eliminate them. They 
even forecast that this would apply to a world dominated 
by self-improving AI.

That’s why we all need to take a breath before plunging 
into the utopian and apocalyptic forecasts about AI, and 
to watch the bottlenecks instead. An advantage in think-
ing isn’t an army, a power grid, or a supply chain, and 
it can’t build them overnight. Doing that will take even 
more time and investment than the roughly $760 billion 
in capital spending Google parent Alphabet Inc., Amazon.
com Inc., Meta Platforms Inc. and Microsoft Corp. alone 
expect this year. Altman’s curve is real in mathematics. 
Maybe not far beyond it. Transforming coding is impor-
tant. It’s not the fi rst sign of a cybernetic God.

Gautam Mukunda writes about corporate management and in-
novation. He teaches leadership at the Yale School of Management 
and is the author of “Indispensable: When Leaders Really Matter.”

-Bloomberg

M
att Fleming is the communications 
director and a policy fellow at the Pacifi c 
Research Institute.

What did yoga ever do to San Diego?
For two years, the city has been waging 

a protracted legal battle against two yoga instructors. 
Their alleged transgression? Teaching yoga classes sup-
ported by donations in a picturesque public park on a 
cliff overlooking the Pacifi c Ocean. You know, the kind of 
park perfect for a relaxing activity like yoga.

The park is open to the public. Visitors can take a walk 
and look at the ocean, but they should be careful. Bring-
ing a yoga mat and a few friends (at least four, to be exact) 
might be construed as an illegal yoga session. It’s prob-
ably safe for a group of joggers to stretch before setting 
out, but if anyone’s wearing yoga pants, that could raise a 
red fl ag - hard to tell, because the ordinance is silent and 
the city wouldn’t comment.

And, yes, there’s litigation. So far, San Diego is losing.
In June of last year, a federal appeals court ruled that 

the city violated the First Amendment rights of Steve 
Hubbard, a.k.a. “NamaSteve,” and Amy Baack when it 
attempted to shut down their yoga classes in 2024 after 
adopting the ordinance. The court determined that yoga 
instruction was protected speech and that the yogis did 
not need a use permit (which would run them about 
$6 an hour). The classes offered by Hubbard and Baack 
are free and open to everyone (donations are accepted). 
Hubbard fi led a separate lawsuit this June, claiming that 

city offi cials violated his rights again when they cited him 
three times in May 2025, including giving him a ticket 
after he fi lmed a live stream at his home. The ordinance 
doesn’t regulate private property, but viewers were alleg-
edly following along with the class from a park. The city 
also subpoenaed Hubbard’s fi nancial history and the GPS 
records of some of his students, according to his attorney.

The crackdown started in 2022 as the city took action 
in response to a state law decriminalizing sidewalk vend-
ing. At fi rst, city staff recommended charging street ven-
dors $230 annually for a permit. Negotiations ultimately 
brought it down to a more realistic annual fee of $38. But 
the city believed that some vendors took advantage of a 
loophole to claim free-speech exemptions by accepting 
donations instead of making direct sales. The city sought 
to close the loophole by targeting vendors allegedly 
skirting the rule. But San Diego’s aggressive enforcement 
strategy has sparked a debate over free expression and 
entangled the city in a legal mess.

The debate ultimately centers on whether these activi-
ties fall under the defi nitions of expressive activities and 
commercial services, and whether they are protected 
by the First Amendment protections or require written 
consent of the city manager.

Cities have a reasonable interest in issuing permits to 
businesses to collect tax revenue and compel adherence 
to health and safety standards. San Diego is already deal-
ing with a budget crisis and needs revenue. The city just 
eliminated dozens of jobs and cut funding for things like 
recreation centers and public restrooms, all in an effort 
to close a $118 million budget defi cit. Cities also have 
a responsibility to manage scarce resources, like parks, 

making them available for everyone and keeping them 
from being dominated by one vendor or group.

But San Diego lost the plot when it started deploying 
rangers to keep taxpayers from doing yoga, and possibly 
playing pickup soccer and volleyball, and considered 
tracking citizens’ whereabouts just to prove a point.

Maybe the city desperately needed the six bucks it 
could charge yoga instructors for a permit. That defi cit 
won’t close itself, after all. Then again, maybe the city 
shouldn’t have risked an extended legal fi ght, part of 
which it had already lost, exposing itself to the possibility 
that it will pay not only its own legal bills but the plain-
tiffs’ as well. Government attorneys aren’t cheap, but they 
are probably a bargain compared with the yoga teachers’ 
defense team.

Is regulating yoga in parks really worth it? This all 
started because the state wanted to promote street-
vending entrepreneurism. San Diego offi cials apparently 
interpreted that as a mandate to go after park yoga.

San Diego just settled a lawsuit over single-family 
trash fees and Balboa Park parking fees, costing the city 
millions of dollars. If the city can back away from one fee 
fi ght, it’s hard to see why a minor dispute over $6-an-hour 
yoga permits was worth two years and several lawsuits. 
But such is life in California.

As one of the Golden State’s favorite sons, Ronald 
Reagan, once said about the government’s view of the 
economy: “If it moves, tax it. If it keeps moving, regulate 
it. And if it stops moving, subsidize it.” Unless the lack of 
movement is the savasana pose at the end of a yoga class.

-Special to The Washington Post

By Gautam Mukunda

By Matt Fleming, 

The AI Folks Don’t Seem To Understand Intelligence

A California City Is Waging A Fight Against Yoga
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C
hicago: Early voting for the 2026 General Elec-
tion will begin Thursday, Oct. 1, at two down-
town Chicago locations, the Chicago Board of 
Election Commissioners announced.
The city’s downtown Early Voting SuperSite at 

137 S. State St., at the corner of State and Adams streets, 
will open at 9 a.m. The Chicago Board of Elections offices 
at 69 W. Washington St., sixth floor, also will begin offering 
early voting at 9 a.m.
    The Board of Elections will mark the start of early voting 
with a press conference at 10 a.m. Thursday at the State 
Street SuperSite. Doors will open for media and press 
conference attendees at 8:30 a.m.
Marisel A. Hernandez, chairwoman of the Chicago Board 
of Election Commissioners, will address voters and mem-
bers of the media in English and Spanish. She will discuss 
voting options available to Chicago residents, including 
early voting, Election Day voting and voting by mail.
Hernandez also is expected to discuss election security 
and the Board of Elections’ preparations to provide ac-
cessible and secure opportunities for Chicago voters to 
cast their ballots.
    Media members planning to attend the press confer-
ence or cover the 2026 General Election in Chicago must 
obtain a media credential from the Chicago Board of 

Elections. The credential is required for access to polling 
places in Chicago.
    or election information, including early voting loca-
tions, voter registration, sample ballots and voting by 

mail, visit chicagoelections.gov.
    Members of the media with questions may contact the 
Chicago Board of Elections Public Affairs team at 312-
269-7857 or cboe@chicagoelections.gov

Chicago Board of Elections to Open Downtown 
Early Voting SuperSite Oct.

From A Press Release

 Chicago Board of Elections logo.
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-Continued On Page 10

Kamala Harris, Ro Khanna Among Several Democrats Already 
Making Moves To Run For President

Here’s who’s doing what

T
he 2028 presidential primaries are 16 months 
away, but Democrats are making moves to 
enter the race at a moment voters are desper-
ate to fi nd a winner.

Former vice president Kamala Harris, Rep. 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (New York), former transpor-
tation secretary Pete Buttigieg, California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom and Rep. Ro Khanna (California) are among the 
many Democrats eyed as potential presidential candi-
dates.

Of course, none of them are openly committing to 
run yet. Presidential hopefuls often wait to publicly an-
nounce their plans to run for a host of personal and legal 
reasons. Sometimes they genuinely don’t make up their 
mind until after months of mulling the decision.

But several indicators can give hints as to who is 
merely considering a bid, who is dipping their toes in 
setting up a run and who is running in all but name. 
These are the key questions we’re asking as we watch this 
shadow presidential primary unfold, and the prospective 
candidates who stand out:

WHO ISN’T BOTHERING TO BE COY?
A few candidates are more explicit than others in their 

intentions.
Harris, Buttigieg, Khanna, Gov. Andy Beshear of 

Kentucky, former New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu 
and Sens. Ruben Gallego (Arizona), Chris Van Hollen 
(Maryland), Mark Kelly (Arizona) and Cory Booker (New 
Jersey) have all said they are considering a run – some 
more decisively than others. Buttigieg said he is “more 
inclined than not” to run while Van Hollen said he was 
“kicking the tires.”

Newsom has said numerous times he is seriously 
looking at a run but is waiting until after the midterms to 
make a decision. He also told CNN’s Jake Tapper that he 
would not run if fellow Californian Harris ran, saying it 
would force their shared supporters to split into different 
camps.

Ocasio-Cortez recently told the New York Times that 
she is weighing a presidential campaign. She did not 
rule out challenging Senate Democratic Leader Chuck 
Schumer in the 2028 primary if she felt it was a more 
effective opportunity to advance progressive policy than 
running for the White House.

WHO IS BEING COY?
Candidates often defl ect on their presidential plans to 

bringing up races on the immediate horizon.
Sen. Raphael Warnock (Georgia) and Illinois Gov. JB 

Pritzker both avoided commenting on 2028, saying for 
now they are focused on races this year.

Others take more circuitous paths to signaling their 
plans. When asked by interviewers about potential 2028 
runs, Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro said he wants to 
be “part of that debate” and Maryland Gov. Wes Moore 
said he is “going to be part of a bigger conversation going 
forward.”

Sen. Chris Murphy (Connecticut) told Punchbowl in 
November that he is “certainly not planning on it right 
now.”

Sen. Jon Ossoff (Georgia), whose name often get 
fl oated for a 2028 presidential run, has repeatedly ex-
plicitly said he is not interested. Michigan Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer did too in May, but then she backtracked, say-
ing: “I never thought I would run for governor. So I guess I 
should know better to never say never.”

WHO IS LAYING OUT THEIR VISION FOR THE COUN-
TRY?

One of the clearest indications of presidential ambi-
tions is if politicians start talking, well, presidentially. 
Book releases, major speeches and media tours can help 
presidential hopefuls both introduce themselves early to 
the wider electorate and occupy their ideological lane.

Harris, Newsom, Whitmer, Murphy, Warnock and 
Booker have released books in the past two years, and 
Beshear released one this week. The books range from 
personal memoirs, like Newsom’s, to musings on the 
biggest problems facing American democracy, like War-
nock’s.

High-profi le speeches can also stake out the foun-
dations of a potential candidate’s positions. Former 
congressman, Chicago mayor and ambassador Rahm 
Emanuel, a longtime Israel supporter but frequent critic 
of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, made a land-
mark speech in Tel Aviv in July calling to end uncondi-
tional aid to Israel, responding to a growing sentiment in 
his party.

Ocasio-Cortez delivered a speech on voting rights in 
Montgomery, Alabama, in May and went on a “Fighting 
Oligarchy” tour with Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) 
(who himself would be 87 in 2028 and has dismissed 
the idea of a third presidential run). She also attempted 
to demonstrate her foreign policy chops at the Munich 
Security Conference in February, though her jumbled 
response on whether the U.S. should commit troops to 
defending Taiwan attracted scrutiny.

WHO IS VISITING EARLY STATES?
Historically, visits to Iowa were a surefi re indicator of a 

candidate’s presidential ambitions. Democrats changed 
the order of their presidential primaries in August, mak-
ing the new order of fi rst states South Carolina, Nevada, 
New Hampshire, New Mexico, Michigan and Virginia.

Kelly, Gallego, Moore, Harris, Beshear, Newsom, 
Booker, Emanuel, Murphy, Khanna and Buttigieg have 
visited South Carolina in the past year. Shapiro spoke to 
the South Carolina delegation during the 2024 Democrat-
ic National Convention, telling delegates he was planning 
future visits to the state.

Michigan has also been a common stop for potential 
2028 candidates, particularly with the state’s competi-
tive Senate race this year. Buttigieg, a former mayor of 
South Bend, Indiana, has settled in the state since leaving 
the Biden administration and frequently stumps for 
Michigan Democrats and speaks at major events in the 
state. Ocasio-Cortez went to Michigan in July to rally for 
progressive Senate candidate Abdul El-Sayed ahead of his 
competitive August primary.

Beshear made a stop there in April to speak at the 
state Democratic Party’s annual fundraiser. The governor 
has also visited Nevada and New Hampshire in recent 
months.

WHO IS HITTING THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL?
Running for president requires allies, and a great way 

to make allies is to support them in their own campaigns. 
Endorsements and campaign contributions for downbal-
lot races during this year’s midterms could translate into 
important surrogates for presidential candidates in 2028.

Buttigieg has been a uniquely prolifi c stumper this 
year, backing candidates across the country in races 
ranging from the Indiana state House to the U.S. House 
in New Jersey. Kelly has spoken at events for Democratic 
House and Senate candidates in Ohio, Kansas, Missouri, 
Iowa, Georgia and his home state of Arizona.

Shapiro, who is up for reelection this year, has focused 
on four competitive House races in his home state, argu-
ing that the path to Democrats taking back the House 
in 2026 runs through his state, which is also pivotal in 
presidential elections.

Harris, who at times clashed with the left fl ank of her 
party in her 2024 run, included an event Tuesday with El-
Sayed in Detroit, among her midterm campaign stops.

WHO IS MAKING KEY ENDORSEMENTS?
Endorsements can also telegraph a candidate’s hopes 

for the future of the party. Gallego has endorsed and do-
nated money to more moderate candidates in competi-
tive primaries, such as Senate candidates Haley Stevens 
in Michigan and Angie Craig in Minnesota, both of whom 
lost to more liberal candidates. He has also backed candi-
dates in competitive races where Democrats are hoping 
to win back Latino voters who went for President Donald 
Trump in 2024, such as in Texas.

Meanwhile, Ocasio-Cortez backed more progressive 
candidates who have swept through primaries this year, 
including El-Sayed, Analilia Mejia for a New Jersey U.S. 
House seat and several progressive candidates for the 
New York state legislature. Ocasio-Cortez has been selec-
tive in her endorsements, declining to back some more 
controversial candidates like Graham Platner in Maine.

WHO IS RAISING MONEY THAT CAN BE USED FOR A 
WHITE HOUSE BID?

Presidential campaigns are expensive. Several poten-
tial candidates are sitting on large cash reserves from past 
federal campaigns that can be used on presidential runs.

Kelly, who is not up for reelection this year, and 
Booker, who does not face a serious challenge, both have 
more than $20 million sitting in their campaign accounts. 
Murphy, whose next election is in 2030, has more than 
$11 million. Khanna has nearly $17 million and Ocasio-

By Matthew Choi
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Kamala Harris and husband Doug Emhoff t September 11 
commemoration. 
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A 
federal grand jury in the Middle District of 
Florida charged two individuals, Swapnadip 
Roy, 33, and Vicky Ramancha, 37, both Indian 
nationals, with conspiracy and smuggling 
related to an alleged transnational counterfeit 

prescription drug distribution scheme.
The indictment alleges that Roy, Ramancha, and their 

co-conspirators sold counterfeit Ozempic to distribu-
tors in the United States at deeply discounted prices. Roy 
was extradited from Italy to the United States and made 
his initial appearance in Tampa, Florida, September 29, 
2026.

An indictment is merely an allegation. All defendants 
are presumed innocent until proven guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt in a court of law.

According to court documents, beginning in at least 
July 2023 and continuing to April 2024, Roy and Ra-
mancha allegedly obtained counterfeit Ozempic from 
unauthorized sources in China. The counterfeit Ozem-
pic allegedly distributed by Roy, Ramancha, and their 
co-conspirators included counterfeit packaging, package 
inserts, pen labels, and needles meant to deceive down-
stream customers into believing they were purchasing 
authentic Ozempic authorized by the manufacturer. 

The scheme continued even after the FDA seized some 
of the counterfeit Ozempic in December 2023 and issued 
a public warning regarding the products, the press release 
says.

Roy and Ramancha are charged with one count of 
conspiracy to commit smuggling and to defraud the 
United States, three counts of smuggling, and two counts 
of selling counterfeit drugs and holding counterfeit drugs 
for sale. If convicted, Roy and Ramancha each face a 
maximum penalty of 71 years in prison.
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Kamala Harris, Ro Khanna Among Several Democrats Already 
Making Moves To Run For President

Cortez has nearly $16 million, signifi cant sums for a 
House member.

Potential candidates can also demonstrate their fun-
draising prowess through leadership PACs, where they 
often bring in millions of dollars, but those funds are 
largely reserved for supporting other campaigns.

Some former presidential candidates have set up new 
organizations to house their money. Harris repurposed 
her campaign into Fight for the People PAC, which she 
could turn back into a campaign committee. It had a 
modest $837,000 in the bank as of the end of June. But-
tigieg’s Win the Era PAC had more than $6 million in the 

bank by the end of August, and he has given extensively 
from the organization to downballot candidates this year. 
Pritzker, a billionaire, has personally given at least $12 
million to Democrats in the midterms and launched a 
PAC to spend another $20 million, including for several 
Black Democrats running in red districts.

WHO IS RAISING THEIR PROFILE?
Being well-known is one of the biggest advantages a 

candidate can have going into a presidential primary. 
Several potential candidates are already household 
names, such as Harris and Ocasio-Cortez. Others are 
working to get there.

Podcasting has emerged as a major platform to reach 
voters who don’t engage with more traditional sources of 

news. Kelly, Khanna, Pritzker, Warnock, Newsom, Mur-
phy, Harris, Buttigieg, Gallego and Ocasio-Cortez have all 
gone on high-profi le podcasts. While some like Beshear 
and Newsom have focused on politics- or policy-oriented 
shows such as “Pod Save America” or “The Ezra Klein 
Show,” others like Kelly and Khanna have dabbled in 
pop-culture or infl uencer-led shows such as “The Dan Le 
Batard Show” or “Drama Queens.” Ossoff recently spoke 
on rapper Killer Mike’s podcast, where Sanders spoke in 
past election cycles.

Several candidates have done more traditional cable 
news hits recently, but Booker, Khanna and Kelly stand 
out for the volume of appearances.

-The Washington Post

-Continued From Page 8

T
he American Cricket Council (ACC)  
announced September 24, 2026, a 
nationwide initiative to “transform” 
school and collegiate cricket across 
the United States, a press release from 

the organization said. The ACC headquarters is 
in North Brunswick, NJ.

The ACC says it is dedicated to professional-
izing and expanding school and college cricket 
in the United States through structured leagues, 
coaching certifi cation, and academic scholar-
ship pathways.

“Designed to align cricket with the estab-
lished American sports ecosystem—modeled 
after the NFHS (National Federation of State 
High School Associations, est. 1920) and the NCAA 
(National Collegiate Athletic Association, est. 1906)—the 
program creates structured grassroots pathways, high-
performance coaching, and scholarship opportunities for 
student-athletes,” ACC said.

Former West Indies captain and Cricket Hall of Famer 
Shivnarine Chanderpaul will head high-performance 
coaching, Center for Excellence for players, and a dedi-
cated coach training center.

Chanderpaul, who previously served as the USA 

Women’s head coach and led Jamaica Tallawahs 
team to a Caribbean Premier League (CPL) 
championship, will lead the initiative alongside 
multisport coach Jatin Patel and a team of pro-
fessional coaches across North America.

Orlando, Florida will serve as ACC’s second 
home for high-performance training camps to 
support Inter-School and College Super Cup 
events and leagues.

“Our goal is to integrate cricket directly into 
the fabric of American high school and college 
sports culture,” Chair Patel is quoted saying. 
“By combining high-performance coaching, 
standardized educational curricula, and clear 
scholarship pathways, we are providing young 
athletes with a legitimate career and academic 
future in sport Cricket.”

National registration for schools, colleges, 
academies, and individual student-athletes offi cially 
opens on October 2, 2026. Comprehensive program 
guidelines, tournament structures, and scholarship cri-
teria will be fully unveiled after the offi cial launch event, 
ACC said.

American Cricket Council Unveils National School And 
Collegiate Cricket Initiative

By a Staff Writer

Shivnaraine Chanderpaul, left and Jatin Patel. 

Representational photo.

P
H

O
T

O
: C

O
U

R
T

E
SY

 A
M

E
R

IC
A

N
 C

R
IC

K
E

T
 C

O
U

N
C

IL

Two Indian Nationals Charged In Alleged Transnational
 Counterfeit Ozempic Scheme

By a Staff Writer
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“Stay Tuned” On US-India Trade Deal, “90 Percent-Plus” Done; 
Potential For India Waiver In Russia Sanctions Bill

T
he US-India trade deal is very near comple-
tion, a senior State Department offi cial 
indicated at a press briefi ng September 24, 
2026, but stayed away from concluding that 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio’s planned Oc-

tober visit to India could be the decisive conclusion.
“I would say stay tuned, which we keep saying, but 

we are – we are very close – it’s like a 90-percent-plus 
there and just those fi nal things being worked out, so I 
hope you’re going to see something very soon on that,” 
the offi cial said, “And that’s really going to just unleash 
another level of U.S.-India relations, something that 
hasn’t really – we haven’t been able to get there in de-
cades when it comes to trade. This has always been the 
most sticking point in the relationship.  And so I think 
we’re very close and it’s going to be, I think, very, very 
exciting when we get there.”

The offi cial spoke on numerous issues relating 
to India and the rest of the countries in South Asia, 
including the Lindsey Graham bill focused on Russia 
sanctions, an issue India’s External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar raised as of great concern to India when he 
met Secretary of State Marco Rubio on the sidelines 
of  the ongoing UN General Assembly meetings taking 
place in New York.

Regarding the Graham bill on Russia sanctions, the 
State Department offi cial indicated it may not neces-
sarily result in a heavy handed treatment of India and 
that the possibility of a waiver for India exists. The 
Graham bill gave President Trump “a new tool in his 
toolbox,” the offi cial characterized it.  “That doesn’t 
necessarily mean he deploys it tomorrow, but he has 
the opportunity to.  His focus is on ending this war.  It’s 
been something he campaigned on and something he’s 
been dedicated to from the beginning.  We’re looking 
for our friends, especially like India, to help support 
that effort, but I think you’ll have to stay tuned on how 
the bill gets implemented.  But there is a broad 
national security waiver, so you can imagine also 
the President – there’s a scenario the President uses 
that as well.”

The offi cial said they did not want to get ahead 
of the Rubio India visit, describing it for now as “all 
part of the continuous growth and attention to the 
U.S.-India partnership.  There’s a lot happening,” in 
future G20 meetings as well as the Quad partner-
ship of India, Japan, Australia and US.

As you said, we’re also going to have – we’re 
going to be hosting them for the G20, and so stay 
tuned for some big announcements on that front.  
There’s just a lot happening in the relationship. The 
spokesperson said the Quad meeting later in Octo-
ber may result in “some other exciting things.”

Regarding the India-Middle East-Europe Eco-
nomic Corridor, IMEC, backed by Washington and 
New Delhi, the senior State Department Offi cial 
described it as a huge priority for the two coun-
tries but one that is being held up by the volatile 
situation in the Middle East. President Trump, in a 
meeting with the Gulf Cooperation Council on the 
sidelines of the UNGA in New York, indicated he 
was in favor of the IMEC alternative route for ship-
ping oil to the rest of the world.

The offi cial noted that it was a priority for US 
and India, but that the countries in the Middle East 
including Saudi Arabia, UAE, Jordan, as well as 
Israel, have to iron out issues.

“IMEC is absolutely a huge priority of the United 
States and of India.  The problem – I shouldn’t say the 
problem.  The challenge is that so much of it lies in the 
Middle East.  And that’s where – I think on the India side 

and on the U.S. side, we’re ready to go.  But because of 
some of the challenges we’ve had over the years, starting 
from the beginning of the administration – the President 
came in and we were still dealing with Israel/Gaza.  That 

certainly paused things,” the offi cial said.
“…. when things can stabilize, you’re really going 

to see IMEC take off,” the offi cial contended.

ADDON FROM ANI
The IMEC was launched in September 2023 at 

the G20 Summit in New Delhi, with a founding 
memorandum signed by India, the United States, 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, the European Union, Italy, 
France and Germany.

The corridor has two main strands – an eastern 
leg connecting India to the Gulf, and a northern 
leg linking the Gulf to Europe via West Asia and the 
Mediterranean.

The project is intended to improve connectiv-
ity, cut transport costs, strengthen regional supply 
chains, widen trade access, and build closer energy 
and digital ties.

Rather than a single rail line or pipeline, the 
corridor is envisaged as a linked chain of ports and 
railways: goods from Indian ports would travel 
by sea to a Gulf port such as Fujairah, then by rail 
through Saudi Arabia and Jordan to Israel’s Medi-
terranean coast — with Haifa as a key hub — be-
fore continuing by sea to ports in France, Italy and 
Greece.

Trump described IMEC in February 2025 as “one 
of the greatest trade routes in all of history,” but 
analysts continue to view it as a long-term infra-
structure ambition rather than a near-term alterna-
tive to existing energy transit routes.

By a Staff Writer
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U.S. President Donald Trump attends a bilateral meeting with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the G7 Summit in Evian-les-Bains, 
France, June 17, 2026. 
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India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar meets US 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio at UN, September 23, 2026.
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Chicago South Asian Film Festival Honors 2026’s 
Standout Films and Filmmakers

C
HICAGO, IL — The Chicago 
South Asian Film Festival 
(CSAFF) concluded its 17th 
edition with the announcement 
of its 2026 Audience Choice and 

Jury Award winners, bringing to a close 
four days of cinema, cultural performanc-
es, fi lmmaker conversations and special 
events held September 17–20 at AMC 
River East in downtown Chicago.

The festival’s offi cial opening-night 
program featured Naval’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award presentation, fol-
lowed by the screening of Boong.

Consul General of India in Chicago Dr. 
M. Anand Prakash who assumed charge 
in September this year, presented the Life-
time Achievement Award to Deepti Naval, 
recognizing her remarkable contribution 
to Indian cinema and her lasting artistic 
legacy.

Naval has enjoyed a celebrated career 
spanning decades and is particularly asso-
ciated with India’s parallel and art-cinema 
movement. Through memorable and 
sensitive portrayals of ordinary women 
and the complexities of everyday life, she 
established a distinctive place in Indian 
cinema.

Dr. Prakash, who assumed charge as 
Consul General of India in Chicago in 
September 2026, addressed the gathering. 
In his remarks he highlighted the endur-
ing legacy of Indian cinema and its ability 
to transcend geographical and cultural 
boundaries, connect people, inspire audi-
ences and bring communities together 
through the universal power of storytell-

ing.
The annual festival once again brought 

together fi lmmakers, actors, artists 
and fi lm enthusiasts from Chicago and 
around the world. The festival, which 
has celebrated South Asian cinema in 
Chicago since 2010, featured screenings, 
red-carpet appearances, fi lmmaker Q&A 

sessions and opportunities for audiences 
and artists to engage directly with one an-
other. The offi cial 2026 program ran from 
September 17 through September 20, with 
the closing-night awards ceremony held 
September 20.

The 2026 Audience Choice Awards, 
determined by festivalgoers, recognized 
four fi lms across documentary and fi ction 
categories:

Documentary Feature: Marriage Cops, 
directed by Shashwati Talukdar and Cher-
yl Hess.  Documentary Short: Threading 
the American Dream, directed by Ashish 
Shrestha.  Fiction Feature: Lala & Poppy, 
directed by Kaizad Gustad.  Fiction Short: 
Meethi, directed by Shreya Saini.

The recognition of Meethi provided a 
special Chicago connection to this year’s 
festival. Directed by Chicago-based fi lm-
maker Shreya Saini, the fi lm underscored 
CSAFF’s dual role in bringing internation-
al South Asian cinema to Chicago while 
also providing a platform for fi lmmakers 
and stories emerging from the city’s own 
creative community.

Jury Awards Spotlight Pakistani Film-
makers. The festival’s jury honored The 
Gymnasts of Fisherman Colony, directed 
by Pakistani-born fi lmmaker Habiba 
Nosheen, in the Documentary Feature 
category.

The Fiction Feature Jury Award went 
to Ghost School, directed by British-Paki-
stani fi lmmaker Seemab Gul.

The honors highlighted the breadth of 
Pakistani fi lmmaking represented within 
a festival dedicated to showcasing the 
diverse voices, languages, cultures and 
experiences of South Asia and its diaspo-
ra. Both Ghost School and The Gymnasts 

of Fisherman Colony were included in 
CSAFF’s offi cial 2026 program.

The opening night featured Boong, di-
rected by Lakshmipriya Devi, who joined 
festivalgoers for a post-screening conver-
sation.

The evening also celebrated the cul-
tural traditions of Manipur with a colorful 

Manipuri dance performance on the red 
carpet, which CSAFF board member Arup 
Raha described as one of the memorable 
highlights of this year’s festival.

Another memorable moment came 
following the screening of centerpiece fi lm 
Lali, when audience members continued 
discussing and debating their interpreta-
tions of the fi lm’s ending even after the 

screening had concluded.
Raha described the festival as a conduit 

between storytellers and viewers—a 
place where fi lms can spark conversa-
tions, challenge perspectives and create 
connections among people from different 
backgrounds.

By Bhailal M Patel
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Consul General of India in Chicago Dr. M. Anand Prakash, presented the Lifetime Achievement Award to 
acclaimed actress Deepti Naval, honoring her remarkable contribution to Indian cinema and 

her lasting artistic legacy

Scenes from the Red Carpet at CSAFF Manipuri dance performance at the CSAFF Scenes from the Red Carpet at CSAFF
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U.S. Announces New Visa Restrictions To Crack Down On 
Birth Tourism

Trump administration targets foreign networks, visa agents and 
medical providers accused of helping overseas clients obtain U.S. 
citizenship for their children through fraudulent travel arrange-
ments.

S
ecretary of State Marco Rubio announced a new 
visa restriction policy Wednesday targeting foreign 
nationals and commercial networks involved in 
birth tourism, a practice in which people travel to 

the United States primarily to give birth so their children 
can obtain American citizenship.

The new policy, introduced under Section 212(a)(3)(C) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act, is aimed at indi-
viduals who knowingly participate in or facilitate birth 
tourism, including those who operate businesses that 
arrange travel and childbirth in the United States.

In a statement, Rubio accused foreign commercial 
birth tourism networks of exploiting the American im-
migration system by selling services designed to help 
overseas clients secure U.S. citizenship for their newborn 
children.

According to the State Department, some of these 
networks charge clients tens of thousands of dollars to 
arrange travel, accommodations and medical services. 
The department alleges that certain operators also coach 
clients to provide false information on their visa applica-
tions or conceal the true purpose of their visits.

The restrictions could affect business owners, opera-
tors and managers of commercial birth tourism networks, 
visa agents who encourage applicants to commit fraud 
and foreign medical providers who knowingly assist such 
arrangements. Individuals involved in facilitating fraudu-
lent use of Medicaid, the government-funded health 
insurance program for eligible low-income Americans, 
are also among those targeted.

The policy applies to individuals who currently engage 
in such activities, those who have participated in them 
previously and others who knowingly support or enable 
commercial birth tourism. Certain family members may 
also face visa restrictions.

WHAT IS BIRTH TOURISM?
Birth tourism generally refers to traveling to another 

country primarily to give birth so the child can obtain 
citizenship there. In the United States, the practice has 
raised concerns about immigration fraud, the misuse of 
public benefi ts and commercial businesses that profi t 
from arranging such trips.

Under existing U.S. visa regulations, traveling primar-
ily to give birth for the purpose of obtaining American 
citizenship for a child is not a permissible use of a visitor 
visa. However, foreign nationals may still seek visitor visas 
for legitimate medical treatment, provided they meet the 
necessary requirements.

The United States previously tightened its rules on 
birth tourism in January 2020, when the State Depart-
ment authorized consular offi cers to deny visitor visas 
if they had reason to believe an applicant’s primary pur-
pose was to give birth in the country to obtain citizenship 
for the child.

Wednesday’s announcement expands the administra-
tion’s approach by specifi cally targeting individuals and 
organizations that knowingly facilitate commercial birth 
tourism, rather than focusing solely on travelers applying 
for visitor visas.

CONCERNS OVER FRAUD AND TAXPAYER-FUNDED BENEFITS
The Trump administration says the new restrictions 

are intended to protect the integrity of the U.S. immigra-
tion system and prevent the misuse of taxpayer-funded 
public benefi ts.

The State Department identifi ed visa fraud and 
fraudulent Medicaid use as concerns associated with cer-
tain commercial birth tourism operations. It said some 

networks help foreign nationals misrepresent their travel 
intentions while arranging for their children to be born in 
the United States.

The announcement also describes the policy as a 
national security measure, although it does not identify 
specifi c security incidents linked to birth tourism.

The department did not disclose how many individu-
als or companies may face restrictions, which countries 
are home to the networks being targeted or the fi nancial 
losses allegedly associated with the activities.

WHAT THE POLICY MEANS FOR FOREIGN TRAVELERS
The new policy could prevent foreign nationals identi-

fi ed as participants or facilitators of commercial birth 
tourism from obtaining U.S. visas. It also covers individu-
als who knowingly help organize, fi nance or support such 
operations.

The announcement does not establish a blanket pro-
hibition on pregnant women visiting the United States 
or prohibit travel for legitimate medical care. Rather, 
it focuses on birth tourism and individuals involved in 
facilitating the practice.

The measures concern visa eligibility and do not, by 
themselves, change the citizenship status of children 
already born in the United States.

Rubio said the administration would use available im-
migration enforcement tools to protect American public 
benefi ts, taxpayers and the country’s citizenship system.

The State Department has not announced a timetable 
for identifying individuals subject to the new restric-
tions or provided details about how many visas may be 
affected.

The announcement marks another step in the Trump 
administration’s efforts to tighten immigration enforce-
ment, with its latest measures extending scrutiny beyond 
visa applicants to the international businesses and indi-
viduals that arrange their travel.

By a Staff Writer

Rohit Malhotra, Candidate For Fulton County Commission, 
Georgia, Gets Important Endorsement

R
ohit Malhotra, running as a 
Democrat for Fulton County 
Commissioner in District 4, 
which covers Atlanta, Georgia, 
was endorsed September 28, 

2026, by political activist Stacey Abrams. 
He has already been endorsed by Con-
gressman Ro Khanna, D-California.

The Commission’s mandate is to man-
age elections, hospital, the justice system, 
libraries, art and culture programs and 
additional public services for more than a 
million residents in Georgia.

Malhotra, founder of the Center for 
Civic Innovation which supports small 
businesses, non profi ts, and entrepre-
neurs, is an Ash Innovation Fellow during 
the Obama Administration. He also ran 
an unsuccessful campaign in 2025, for 
Atlanta City Council President, which 
however garnered nearly 50,000 votes, 
his election website voterohit.com says. 
According to Ballotpedia, Malhotra got 
48.5 percent of the vote to Marci Collier 
Overstreet (nonpartisan)’s 51.5 percent.

If elected to the Fulton County Com-
mission on November 3, he says he would 
be the fi rst millennial and fi rst Asian 
American to serve on that body. Currently, 
four candidates, two Democrats and two 

nonpartisan, are running for the special 
general election. The others are Aaron 
Sampson, Democrat, Natalie Hall, Non-
partisan, and Karen Rene, Nonpartisan

“This campaign builds off of something 
special we built last year that fundamen-
tally changed our local politics,” Malhotra 
says, adding, “And our coalition, since 
then, has only grown. It is multi-racial, 
multi-ethnic, multi-neighborhood, and 
multi-generational.”

He has already been endorsed by the 
Working Families Party, Georgia Equal-
ity, Run For Something, the Atlanta Labor 
Concil, and other organizations. He is also 
supported by State Rep. Phil Olaleye, State 
Senator Nan Orrock, and a number of 
elected leaders and candidates for offi ce.

“Democracy and voting rights leader 

Stacey Abrams joins a growing coalition of 
community leaders, elected progressive 
and Democrat offi cials, labor, and democ-
racy organizations,” in her endorsement 
of Malhotra. “Rohit is the most progressive 
Democrat on the ballot this November in 
this special election for County Commis-
sioner,” the press release from his cam-
paign offi ce says.

Abrams gives him a ringing endorse-
ment as “the bold, smart, and courageous 
leadership we need in this moment for 
Georgia and for Fulton County.” She 
describes him as “a talented leader who 
has spent much of his life and career in 
public service. We must elect Democrats 
like Rohit, those who are fi ercely com-
mitted to protecting our elections and 
delivering real solutions for health, safety, 

the economy and justice,” urging people 
to vote for him.

“The seeds of Stacey Abrams’s decades 
of work and sacrifi ce have shaped and 
continue to shift Georgia, the South, and 
the country,” said Malhotra. “Her greatest 
contribution will be the doors she broke 
down and the ceilings she shattered for 
others— including me. Stacey Abrams 
may not be on the ballot this November, 
but the fruit of her labor is. I am forever 
grateful for her guidance, mentorship, and 
leadership–– and now, her endorsement.”

Malhotra’s website declares his agenda 
as one of addressing economic inequality 
“head on”.

“While the city sees historic growth, 
Atlanta ranks last in the nation for eco-
nomic mobility. That means children born 
into poverty here are less likely to escape 
it than anywhere else in the country. As a 
result, Atlanta now has the highest income 
inequality in the U.S..” Malhotra points 
out, adding, “This campaign will tackle 
the root causes of inequality with bold, 
targeted policies and investments that 
ensure that every family, small business, 
and community in Atlanta has a real shot 
at success, not just survival. We have an 
opportunity to transform the City Coun-
cil from a reactive legislative body into a 
bold, accessible, and transparent force for 
progress.”

By a Staff Writer

Banner photo on website for Rohit Malhotra.
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This week for you

ARIES: Take a practical approach toward 
future planning. Professional 
matt ers demand patience. Fam-
ily support can bring warmth. 
Singles may enjoy meeting 

someone interesting, while couples can 
strengthen their connection. A getaway 
could refresh your mood. Property-related 
investments may prove benefi cial. Man-
age your schedule wisely. Students can 
gain through practical learning.

TAURUS: Your energy can help you han-
dle responsibilities. Finances be-
come stable, while professional 
growth require consistency. 
Family members need under-

standing. Romantic matt ers can become 
fulfi lling. Travel bring experiences. Protect 
your property interests Community activi-
ties can inspire ideas. Students should fo-
cus on study techniques.

GEMINI:  The week brings renewed en-
thusiasm. Your eff orts toward 
fi nancial stability can give you 
greater confi dence. Work may 
remain demanding. Support 

from family can help you manage pres-
sure. Singles experience aromantic phase, 
while couples deepen understanding. A 
trip could be refreshing. Property deci-
sions should be made aft er carefully. Dedi-
cated preparation can help students.

CANCER: A balanced approach will help. 
Regular income can provide 
fi nancial reassurance. Fam-
ily relationships can remain 
warm. Romantic prospects look 

encouraging. Give priority to nutritious 
meals, exercise and adequate rest. Travel 
plans may need some fl exibility. Commer-
cial property could off er promising op-
portunities. Use this period for personal 
development. Students can make mean-
ingful progress through focused learning.

LEO: Financial prospects may strengthen. 
Professional opportunities can 
also open. Family environment 
may provide valuable encourage-
ment. Singles could experience 

interesting romantic encounters, while ex 
relationships may become engaging. Prog-
ress is possible in property-related matt ers. 
Staying active helps. A trip brings excite-
ment. Students can benefi t from teamwork 
and personal development..

VIRGO: This week brings development. 
A disciplined diet can help. Fi-
nancial planning will strengthen 
security. Professional support 
may make responsibilities easier. 

A family gathering could provide an op-
portunity to reconnect. Romantic devel-
opments may bring surprises. Spiritual 
activities can restore inner balance. Prop-
erty investments may add value. Students 
should refresh their approach to explore 
creative methods to regain enthusiasm.

LIBRA: Achievements can make this an en-
couraging week. Your eff orts are 
likely to receive appreciation. Fi-
nancial progress may take time. 
Strengthening communication 

can bring harmony. Support from elders 
may add warmth to your romantic life. 
A celebratory journey could be planned. 
Property renovation be worthwhile. Study 
groups can broaden your knowledge and 
strengthen your performance.

SCORPIO: A healthier lifestyle helps. 
Thoughtful fi nancial decisions 
create opportunities. Profes-
sional advancement is possible. 
Family matt ers require pa-

tience. Romantic relationships can benefi t 
from expressing your feelings. Business 
travel may deliver outcomes. Some may 
explore opportunities involving ancestral 
property. Students can expand knowledge. 

SAGITTARIUS: Travel opportunities may 
add excitement. Those with long-
term health concerns may notice 
greater comfort. Open communi-
cation can help sett le family mis-

understandings. Professional growth may 
come . Property prospects appear encour-
aging. Social interactions may introduce 
you to infl uential people. Students should 
create a healthy balance. A well-managed 
routine can help you enjoy.

CAPRICORN:  This week can bring en-
couraging progress. Financial 
conditions may remain support-
ive. Guidance and may help you 
overcome challenges. Roman-

tic matt ers may require patience. Make 
thoughtful use of property-related oppor-
tunities. Your creative side may become 
stronger, encouraging you to showcase 
original ideas. Educational networking 
can introduce valuable connections. Over-
all, consistent eff ort can help.

AQUARIUS:  The week may open doors. 
Strengthening relationships 
helps. Students may benefi t 
from guidance. Overseas travel 
plans could move closer to real-

ity. Financial improvement require you to 
rethink existing business strategies. Real 
estate could prove to be a worthwhile. 
Be mindful of your words and behaviour 
in romantic relationships. Exploring new 
subjects can broaden your outlook.

PISCES: A productive phase may bring 
greater stability. Professional 
learning can help improves effi  -
ciency. Financial matt ers become 
more secure. Continue giving at-

tention to overall well-being. Family con-
nections may bring you closer. Couples can 
revive romance. A short outing may off er 
a refreshing change. A priced property op-
portunity could emerge through trusted 
contacts. Students may perform strongly in 
important examinations or competitions.
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IMMIGRATION

BREAKING H-1B UPDATE: Trump 

Renews $100,000 Payment Require-

ment and Adds Layoff-Related Scrutiny

A 
Second Action: New Scrutiny 
Tied to Layoffs

The fee renewal wasn’t the 
only thing signed on Septem-
ber 18. President Trump also 

signed a separate Executive Order aimed 
at H-1B program integrity and interagen-
cy coordination. Unlike the proclamation, 
this order doesn’t attach a new dollar 
figure to anything. Instead, it changes 
how H-1B petitions get evaluated behind 
the scenes.

The order directs the Secretaries of 
State, Labor, and Homeland Security to 
consult with the Secretaries of Commerce 
and Education, along with the Small Busi-
ness Administration, to gather additional 
data on wages, industry conditions, and 
employment specialization for use in 
administering the H-1B program. More 
notably for employers, it also directs 
those same three agencies to factor in a 
petitioning employer’s recent or planned 
layoffs of similarly situated U.S. workers 
when reviewing that employer’s H-1B visa 
applications.

That layoff-related scrutiny is worth 
flagging on its own. An employer that has 
recently reduced its U.S. workforce in a 
role comparable to the one it’s sponsoring 
may now face closer examination of its 
H-1B petitions specifically because of that 
layoff history, separate and apart from 
anything having to do with the $100,000 
fee.

How This Fits With the Separate 
$103,265 Fee Proposal

This proclamation is entirely separate 
from the proposed $103,265 DHS regula-
tory fee on cap-subject H-1B petitions, 
which is still only a proposal. That rule’s 
public comment period closes Septem-
ber 24, 2026, and it would still need to be 
finalized before taking effect. If it is final-
ized as drafted, some employers could 
end up owing both the $100,000 payment 
under this proclamation and the separate 
$103,265 fee on the same case.

What Employers Should Do Now
Employers with H-1B workers cur-

rently outside the United States, or with 
petitions in progress that will require 
consular processing, should confirm now 
whether the $100,000 payment applies 
to their situation and build it into filing 
timelines and budgets going forward. 
Employers who have recently conducted 
or are planning layoffs should also be 
aware that those decisions may now draw 
closer scrutiny on any H-1B petitions filed 
for comparable roles. Given how quickly 
this area has moved between vacated, 
reinstated, and now renewed, employ-
ers should stay alert for further litigation 
developments rather than treating either 
action as the final word.

Frequently Asked Questions
Does the $100,000 fee apply to H-1B 

workers already in the U.S.?
The proclamation generally targets 

H-1B beneficiaries outside the United 
States who must seek admission to 
activate the petition approval. Employ-
ers should obtain case-specific advice 
concerning extensions, amendments, 
changes of status, and international 
travel, rather than assuming a given filing 
falls outside the restriction.

Is this the same as the $103,265 fee I’ve 
heard about?

No, these are two separate fees from 
two different processes. This $100,000 
payment requirement comes from a 
presidential proclamation and takes 
effect September 21, 2026. The $103,265 
fee is a separate DHS regulatory proposal 
that has not been finalized and is still in 
its public comment period.

Is the $100,000 fee actually enforceable 
right now, given the litigation?

This is genuinely unsettled. Litiga-
tion over the original 2025 proclamation 
produced conflicting rulings, and the fee’s 
enforceability shifted more than once 
over the summer. This new proclamation 
is a separate legal instrument, and how 
it interacts with the existing litigation is 
not yet clear. Employers should consult 
counsel before assuming the fee does or 
doesn’t apply to a specific filing.

Are there any exceptions to the fee?
The proclamation allows the Secre-

tary of Homeland Security to exempt a 
specific worker, an entire company, or an 
entire industry if doing so is found to be 
in the national interest and does not pose 
a security or welfare risk. The proclama-
tion does not list specific industries that 
automatically qualify.

How long will this restriction stay in 
effect?

The restriction is scheduled to remain 
in effect for 12 months from its Septem-
ber 21, 2026 effective date, absent another 
extension, modification, or court action.

What is the separate Executive Order, 
and how is it different from the fee?

The Executive Order signed the same 
day doesn’t involve a payment at all. It 
directs State, Labor, and DHS to consider 
an employer’s recent or planned layoffs of 
similarly situated U.S. workers as a factor 
when reviewing that employer’s H-1B 
petitions, and to coordinate with other 
agencies to gather more data on wages 
and industry conditions for the program 
generally.

NPZ Law Group is closely monitor-
ing this proclamation and the related 
litigation and will provide updates as 
developments occur. If you or your family 
members have questions about how this 
or other immigration and nationality 
matters may affect you, please do not 
hesitate to contact the immigration and 
nationality lawyers at NPZ Law Group. 
You can reach us by emailing info@
visaserve.com or by visiting our website at 
www.visaserve.com for more information.

Meta Description: Trump has renewed 
the $100,000 H-1B fee and signed a new 
order adding layoff-related scrutiny to 
H-1B reviews, effective September 21, 
2026. Here is what changed.

Hashtags: #H1BVisa #ImmigrationLaw 
#H1BFee #ImmigrationAttorney #WorkVi-
sa #USCIS #NPZLawGroup

By David H. Nachman, Esq

-Continued From Page 13
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A Male ABCD Celebrates The Female Spirit Of Navratri

A
s an American-Born [very] Confused Desi in his 
mid-40’s, my knowledge of Indian rituals and 
culture is embarrassingly limited. It’s the sum 
of the little I remember from Sunday school, 
staying at a temple summer sleep-away camp 

during high school and now from sheepishly scraping 
what I can from AI.

When the calendar signals the nine-day festival of 
Navrati each Fall, I usually fi nd out by a bombardment 
of texts from family members containing religious im-
ages and blessings. Normally we will attend at least one 
garba dance event at a local high school, but more of 
the celebration tends to happen around Diwali, which 
comes after the end of Navratri and is infi nitely more 
popularized. I don’t blame my lack of knowledge on my 
Indian-born parents (who can also be confused about 
the signifi cance of certain rituals), but I think each gen-
eration can do a better job of explaining the reasons 
behind our cultural ceremonies to the next. (Just for 
the record, my wife, sister and most of my cousins are 
as clueless as I am.)

From what I understand, Navrati is a nine-night 
festival celebrating the Goddess Durga and her vic-
tory of good over evil. It’s a time to honor the divine 
feminine. Her nine female avatars refl ect a host of 
powerful attributes including purity, inner strength, 
leadership, bravery, determination, protection, justice, 
wisdom, creativity and compassion. Tragically, there’s 
a disconnect between worshipping the divine female 
like Durga, and the real-world lack of gender equality, 

safety and social respect given to women in India and 
around the world.

LEARNING THROUGH ART
One effective and powerful way for me to understand 

a religious or cultural event is through art.  Just consider 
the impact of Da Vinci’s “Last Supper” in transmitting 
a pivotal story of Catholicism. Not as well know, but 
no less effective in sharing our cultural heritage, is the 
work of the talented contemporary artist Ela Shah. Her 
work is infi nitely more appealing and memorable than 
Sunday school lectures. It’s not only colorful, artistically 
sophisticated and beautifully rendered, but it sparks 
conversation and learning.

Shah reinforces the most positive attributes of Durga’s 
avatars while “bringing them down to earth” by making 
them relatable in human form. More so, she brings them 
to America with Western infl uences refl ecting her own 
journey from Bombay to the NJ/NY area. Here’s just a 
sample.

In “On Go” you fi rst notice a woman with multiple 
arms, a direct reference to the traditional depictions of 
the multi-armed Durga. However, when looking deeper, 
you notice that instead of carrying Durga’s array of 
weapons, she’s carrying various modern-day tools and 
items, such as a spoon, brush, food and children’s cloth-
ing. To me, this represents the strength and reality of a 
modern-day woman who must constantly multi-task to 
balance her professional work and family life. She is si-
multaneously skating down a slope and climbing up an 
incline, perhaps representing the ups and downs of her 
daily battles. Despite how much she has going on, she 
makes it look easy while exuding beauty and thoughtful-
ness.

“Hang in There” spotlights a woman wearing a hybrid 
outfi t featuring more Americanized colors and a Wonder 
Woman-like superhero top. She has only four arms 
this time, but she is managing to carry the weight of an 
ancient Indian structure on her head while skating on 

one foot through New York City. Is this heroine attempt-
ing to hang on to her roots in India while navigating 
her new world in a busy city? Does the ladder vs. tennis 
racket represent a work hard, play hard dynamic?

The vibrance and energy of Navratri is evident in 
“Yatra.”  At the base is what looks like traditional Indian 
men and women representing traditions and rituals. 
Above their heads, they are carrying a snake-like spirit 
emerging from a lamp, upon which a version of Big Bird 
(a popular character used in many of Shah’s paintings) 
is standing. The main heroine balances on his head 
while her friends on each side celebrate her.  With the 
beautiful mix of colors, the confetti-like spots and the 
feeling of movement, this painting truly evokes the 
spirit of Navratri.

Art can be a powerful vehicle for opening minds and 
understanding the intentions behind beloved ritu-
als. Ela Shah’s work bridges the gap from reverence 
for feminine divinity to admiration for real, modern 
women juggling, climbing, skating, dancing and thriv-
ing on earth. The original intentions of Navratri may 
have been for people to not only honor Durga’s triumph 
over evil, but also to honor and celebrate the triumph of 
all the powerful women around us. Now with all of that 
said, I need to remember to tell my kids what I learned 
Navratri is all about before I become my parents…

Note: I’m proud to have recently joined the Board of 
her new non-profi t foundation, the Ela and Dr. Bipin 
Shah Family Foundation, which is focused on bringing 
higher visibility of contemporary South Asian artists 
like her in America while supporting philanthropy for 
struggling widows and children.

By Akshay Nadkarni
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“Yatra”
Acrylic, silkscreen on canvas

48” x 36”

“On the Go”
Mixed media on wood

62”x19”x1”

“Hang in There”
Gold leaf, Mixmedia on Wood

50”x18”x2”
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Why Is Dev Anand Forever Young?

H
e would have been 103. Dev 
Anand, on September 26. If 
he was here – in this twenty 
fi rst century when the world 
has changed and when cin-

ema has shifted from an integrated whole 
to a done-in-parts-sometimes-with-AI 
fragments joined together.

But then, classics always remain, even 
after centuries. No one can disregard 
Shakespeare. No one can disregard Guru 
Dutt. And no one can disregard Dev 
Anand. Even today.

While some would write him off as a 
fi lm hero of the old times, with precise 
mannerisms, Dev Anand’s tremendous 
contribution to the spirit and mental 
makeup of the urban youth in the newly 
independent India needs more than fl eet-
ing attention.

Dev Anand’s fi lmography reveals a 
deeply empathetic actor. Holding a Bach-
elor’s degree in English Literature from 
Lahore College, he excelled at navigating 
the complex emotional landscapes of a 
rapidly changing India, capturing both 
its optimistic dreams and its dark, gritty 
underbellies.

In the 1950s, as a newly independent 
India witnessed a massive migratory shift 
from rural landscapes to bustling cities, 
Dev Anand became the defi nitive screen 
avatar of the displaced urban youth. He 
dressed in Western outfi ts, and spoke rap-
idly without a local accent, even in Hindi.

Unlike the tragic, brooding fi gures or 
the idealized rural heroes of his contem-
poraries, his characters belonged entirely 
to the asphalt and neon lights of the me-
tropolis. Unlike the traditional romantic 
leads of his era, Dev Anand rarely played a 
passive “rich heir” or zamindar’s son who 
simply loitered around a mansion.

He was the pioneer of the working-class 
urban hero in Bollywood. His characters 
were almost always working 
professionals, self-employed 
hustlers, or ambitious lower-
middle-class men navigating 
the daily grind of city life.

In seminal noir classics 
like Baazi (1951), Taxi Driver 
(1954), and Kala Bazar (1960), 
he embodied the struggles of 
the marginalized city dweller. 
These characters, whether a 
desperate gambler, a cynical 
cabbie, or a black-marketer, 
refl ected the survival instincts 
of a youth caught between 
traditional morality and the 
harsh economic realities of 
urban life.

He brought an effortless, 
bohemian cool to these roles, 
making the disenfranchised youth feel 
seen, understood, and ultimately, human-
ized.

What set Dev Anand apart in these 
urban narratives was his ability to infuse 
morally ambiguous characters with pro-
found emotional vulnerability. He rarely 
played saints; instead, he played deeply 
fl awed men driven to the edge by circum-
stance.

His emotional range shone brightest 
when his characters faced intense internal 
confl icts. Baazi (1951), Taxi Driver (1954), 

Kala Bazar (1960), Bambai Ka Babu (1960), 
Guide (1965) were fi lms where he perfect-
ly captured the anxiety of a man compro-
mising his ideals for survival, showcasing 
the heavy guilt that hid beneath a charm-
ing exterior.

Behind the fast-talking façade of the 
characters lay an aching loneliness, a 
yearning for genuine human connection 
amidst the cold, unforgiving machinery 
of the big city, and Dev Anand conveyed 
this beautifully. Many a tears were shed 
with him and for him in Fantoosh when 
he sang ‘Dukhi 
Man Mere”.

Even when 
backed into 
a corner, his 
characters ex-
hibited a resil-
ient optimism, 
a refusal to let 
the city crush 
their spirit, 
encapsulating 
Dev Anand’s 
defi nitive ‘Ur-
ban Optimist’ 
archetype, 
which he pio-
neered in his 
1950s Bombay 
noir and crime 
thrillers such 
as C.I.D., Kala 
Bazar and 
more.

This dual-
ity of the 
characters he 
portrayed and 
the manner in which he portrayed them 
struck home with the young audiences 
who could identify with him, feeling he 
was one of them.

As India industrialized, the youth 
aspired to modern, respectable careers. 
Dev Anand stepped into these specialized 

professions, using them as backdrops to 
examine the emotional and psychological 
fracturing of the educated middle class.

By grounding his characters in distinct 
urban professions such as the architect 
in Tere Ghar Ke Samne, the doctor in 
Tere Mere Sapne, the journalist in Solva 
Saal, and the white-collar accountant in 
Munimji , he gave a realistic face to the 
aspirations and emotional tribulations of 
the post-independence urban youth.

Good looking, well dressed and young, 
Dev Anand also became master of nu-

anced romance and melancholy in the 
1960s. His portrayal of the urban youth 
evolved to encompass deeper psycho-
logical and romantic complexities. Teen 
Devian (1965) portrayed this softer anti-
hero who dated three women simultane-
ously. Instead of relying on melodramatic 
clichés, Anand’s romantic on-screen 
relationships during that era felt modern, 
progressive and respectful.

His performance in Guide (1965) 
marked the absolute zenith of this evolu-
tion. As Raju, he portrayed a man travers-

ing the entire 
spectrum of hu-
man emotion, 
from a charm-
ing romantic 
and a materi-
alistic urban 
smooth-talker 
to a deeply 
confl icted lover 
and, ultimately, 
a fl awed man 
seeking spiri-
tual absolution.

He represent-
ed a youth that 
viewed love not 
just as a familial 
duty, but as a 
deeply person-
al, emotional, 
and sometimes 
painful choice. 

The melan-
choly in his 
romantic 
setbacks was 
never pas-

sive. It was fi lled with a restless, poetic 
energy that defi ned the aspirations and 
heartbreaks of a generation. Through 
this unique blend of style, grit, and raw 
emotional vulnerability, Dev Anand didn’t 
just play roles: he mirrored the soul of 
modernizing India.

Dev Anand gave some soulful perfor-
mances too, while he famously captured 
the kinetic energy of the modern Indian 
metropolis. His most impactful roles fo-
cused heavily on internal confl ict, psycho-
logical fragility, and moral compromise.

Dev Anand’s true brilliance lay in por-
traying characters whose slick, confi dent 
exteriors masked an aching vulnerability. 
He was the master of “urban melancholy,” 
playing men who were not inherently evil 
but were pushed into moral ambiguity by 
the unforgiving machinery of the big city.

In Kala Bazar (1960), where he plays an 
opportunistic black-marketer, beneath 
whose suave charm, Anand exposes a 
raw, shifting conscience. The emotional 
weight of the character hinges on his 
sudden, agonizing awakening to his own 
degradation when he falls in love with a 
progressive woman. The transition from 
cocky defi ance to deep remorse showcas-
es Anand’s ability to portray the intense 
guilt plaguing a displaced youth trying to 
reconcile survival with integrity.

In Baazi (1951), his portrayal of a des-
perate gambler is laced with a palpable 
anxiety. He doesn’t play the criminal with 
hardened malice; instead, his expressive 
eyes convey the sheer terror and loneli-
ness of an urban youth backed into a 
corner, gambling not for greed, but to save 
his family.

The absolute peak of Dev Anand’s emo-
tional range occurred when he stripped 
away his professional armor entirely to 
examine identity and existential dread. In 
Hum Dono, playing a double role as two 
military offi cers, he masterfully portrays 
the psychological trauma of war and the 
agonizing burden of stolen identity. His 
performance as Captain Anand, forced to 
comfort a dying comrade’s family while 
pretending to be him, is a master class in 
suppressed grief and emotional claustro-
phobia.

This culminated in Guide, where 
his character, Raju, transitions from a 
smooth-talking local professional into a 
fragmented, broken man who loses his 
wealth, his love, and his freedom. In the 
fi nal act, mistaken for a spiritual saint 
during a catastrophic drought, Anand 
achieves an acting zenith. His perfor-
mance ceases to be about urban style; it 
becomes a raw, agonizing exploration of 
a fl awed man’s superego battling his own 
ego.

Through all this, Anand’s younger 
brother Vijay (Goldie) Anand took his nat-
ural style and channeled it into complex, 

emotionally heavy spaces. 
Vijay Anand possessed an 
ahead-of-time understand-
ing of fi lm grammar, camera 
movement, and character 
psychology. He transformed 
the breezy star Dev Anand 
into a serious dramatic actor, 
pioneering sophisticated 
framing of internal guilt and 
identity crises in character 
portrayals. S.D. Burman 
created urban soundscapes 
with modern instruments 
like guitar and violin for these 
revelations.

Working in perfect unison, 
the two Anands and Burman 
made sure that Dev Anand’s 
characters were never one 

–dimensional. Vijay Anand gave the urban 
youth a sharp, psychological mirror to 
look into. S.D. Burman gave him a voice to 
sing his sorrows.

Through such specifi c, deeply human-
ized professional and emotional arcs, Dev 
Anand didn’t just entertain post-indepen-
dence India: he profoundly validated the 
internal struggles of its evolving youth. 
Together, the three created an immortal 
template of modern Indian masculinity. 
Dev Anand remains that master template 
in most memories!

By Archana Adalja
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Dev Anand and Sadhana in film Hum Dono
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Dev Anand stamp of India. 

Indo American Society felicitates Dev Anand.
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CLASSIFIED

LANCASTER PENNSYLVANIA
*Need Experienced Single / Couple 
Housekeeping help for Franchise 

Motel.
*Gas Station, C-Store, Pizza Hut and 

Subway Restaurant Help.
Accommodation available. 

Call and send Text message: 
(302) 844 3202

09/25-10/23-SL

NEW YORK CITY, NY

Need Live-in babysitter/
nanny for family in

 New York City for Childcare, 
cooking and light house-
keeping/household work.

 Must be fl uent in English.

For inquiries Text Message 
your name and location to 

this number:

 +1-774-345-3434

WARREN, NJ

Looking for fulltime live in 
nanny in Warren, NJ . 
Age 40 and up with

 experience. 

Must be willing and able  to 
travel by plane to Arizona as 

well.

6 days per week. 

Competitive salary.

 Please call 9176547423 
if interested. 

HELP WANTED

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

REAL ESTATEAPARTMENT FOR RENT

STORE FOR SALE SALON HELP WANTED

Property for Sale 
NEW JERSEY  

Multi-Gen Living in North Brunswick! 
3 Bed 2 Bath bi-level home on corner 
lot.  Great schools and location $628k

Text / call Apryl 732-221-2074

10/02-10/23-SL

NEW YORK :
Newly renovated modern two bedroom 

apartment with oversize balcony 
available for rent immediately at safest 
desirable residential area of Jackson 

Heights, NY. Rent $2800 monthly.
  Call Bimi  917-327-4518 

09/25-10/16-SL

LANCASTER PENNSYLVANIA
Need Help for General Retail and 
Marketing POS Software Utilities 

Coordinator.
 Internships, CPT/ OPT / H1B

 sponsored. 
Accommodation available. 

Please call and send Text message: 
(717) 682 4400. 

09/25-10/23-SL

PITTSBURGH, PA
Looking for full time/part time Clerk for 
gas station located in Pittsburgh, PA. 

Good salary and nearby 
accommodation provided.

 Call/text us at +1412-251-3298 
10/02-10/23-JG

NY, CT, PA, RI, and VT.
 Gas Station and Convenience Store 

Available for Lease
 NSK Petroleum Wholesale, a 

wholesale fuel distributor since 1996, 
is seeking dealers to operate branded, 

turnkey locations. Gulf, Shell, Citgo, 
BP, 76, and more. Locations across 

NY, CT, PA, RI, and VT.
Call to action: Serious inquiries only. 
Call or text Syed at 516 780 2969
Email: syedempires@gmail.com 

09/25-10/16-SH

LIQUOR LICENSE
MATAWAN, NEW JERSEY
* $487,500  Opening Bid *

 for Restaurants, 
Bars, Nightclub Use. 
Live In-Person Public

Auction Tues. Oct. 27, 11am.
732-776-7222

petercostanzoauctioneers.com
10/02-10/23-JG

HOUSEHOLD HELP WANTED

HOUSEHOLD HELP WANTED

QUEENS, NY. 
Indian Boutique in the heart of

 Queens, NY known for Bridal/Groom 
dresses,  jewellery and many more. 
Best Location. Serious Inquires only.

Call: 917-519-6920 

NEW JERSEY  IMMEDIATE HIRE :
Looking for Receptionist,  Eyebrow 

Threaders and Hair Stylists for a busy 
Indian Salon in Edison and Plainsboro, 
New Jersey. Contact 732-423-1725 or 

email : njtbs@yahoo.com 
10/02-10/30-SL

NEW JERSEY
Experienced  Live-in Nanny for a 

4-month-old baby in Egg Harbor near 
Atlantic City.  Must speak Indian Lan-

guage Hindi or Telugu and little English. 
Call / text (732) 423-1725 or email: 

njtbs@yahoo.com
10/02-10/30-SL

MANHATTAN, NY
Need full-time babysitter / nanny in 

Manhattan for infant care, light cooking, 
and household work. Must be fl uent in 
English. For inquiries, text your name 

and location to this number: 
+1-646-217-1204

10/02-10/23-SH

AUTOS WANTED

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Get an 
instant offer for your car, truck, or SUV 
any year, any condition, running or not. 

No hoops, haggles, or headaches. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast
 payment. Call 1-855-403-3374

NY SCAN

HOME IMPROVEMENT

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? 
STORM DAMAGE? 

You need a local expert provider that 
proudly stands behind their work. Fast, 

free estimate. Financing available. 
Call 1-877-318-7982

NY SCAN
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CENTER FOR ASTHMA & ALLERGY (New Jersey)

ASTHMA ALLERGY MEDICAL CARE (New York)

ALLERGY & ASTHMA ASSOCIATES OF MURRAY HILL (New York City)

Sreenivasrao Amara, M.D.
Rachel Bautista, M.D.

Herb Chin, P.A.
Grace DeLa Cruz P.A.

Paul Ehrlich, M.D.
Deborah V. Fishman, M.D.

Faina Gutin, M.D.

Shehnaz Halani, P.A.
Shameen Khan, M.D.
Majinder Kaur, M.D.

Shari Klig, M.D.
Lin Li, M.D.

Wei Wei Li, M.D.
Clement Maccia, M.D.

Fariha Malek, N.P. 
Brian Novick, M.D. 
Purvi Parikh, M.D.
Susan Panes, M.D.
Shivani Patel, P.A.
Vimala Patel, N.P. 
Hinal Patel, P.A. 

Steven Peltz, M.D.
Martin Pine, M.D.

Afreen Quraishi, P.A.
Karen Reaves, P.A.   

Aliona Rudys, M.D.
Radha Shah, N.P. 
Eun Sheen, M.D.

Fawzi Suliaman, M.D.
Michael Teitel, M.D.
Anant Warren, M.D. 

68 Nassau Road
Huntington, 
NY 11743
Tel:   631-423-5590
Fax:  631-423-9137

111 Smithtown Bypass
Suite 219
Hauppauge, NY 11788
Tel:  631-724-3355
Fax: 631-724-9751

2004 Grand Avenue
Baldwin, 
NY 11510
Tel:  516-223-7656
Tel:  516-223-7656

984 North Broadway
Suite 307
Yonkers, NY   10701
Tel: 914-476-8877
Fax: 914-476-4754

118-21 Queens Blvd
Suite 601,
Forest Hills, NY 11375
Tel:  718-544-2066
Fax: 718-544-6664

NEW YORK LOCATIONS - ASTHMA ALLERGY MEDICAL CARE (SUDHIR PARIKH, M.D., P.C.)

NEW JERSEY LOCATIONS - CENTER FOR ASTHMA & ALLERGY - WWW.CENTERFORASTHMAALLERGY.COM (SUDHIR PARIKH, M.D., P.A.) 

NEW YORK CITY - ALLERGY & ASTHMA ASSOCIATES OF MURRAY HILL

161 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10016  
Tel:  212-685-4225, Fax:  212-696-5682

WWW.ALLERGYASTHMANYC.COM

SUDHIR M. PARIKH, M.D., FACAAI
Founder and Chairman 

Diplomate of American Board of Allergy and Immunology,
Clinical Associate Professor-RWJ Med School

18 North Third Ave.
Highland Park, NJ 08904 

Tel 732-545-0094
Fax: 732-545-4087

617-79th Street
No. Bergen, NJ 07047

Tel:  201-854-8119
Fax: 201-854-4875

1818 Oak Tree Rd.
Edison, NJ 08816
Tel:  732-205-0343
Fax: 732-205-0348

25 Kensington Ave, 
Jersey City, NJ 07304
Tel: (201) 434-4932

2566 Nottingham Way 
Trenton, NJ 08619 
Tel:  609-587-3041
Fax: 609-587-9347 

222 Schanck Rd. # 203  
Freehold, NJ 07728
Tel: 732-431-8266
Fax: 732-294-9794

926 North Wood Ave
Linden, NJ  07036
Tel: 908-925-3318
Fax: 908-95-86462

D3 Brier Hall Ct.
East Brunswick, NJ  08816

Tel: 732-257-4008
Fax: 732-257-1958

300 Hudson Street
Hoboken, NJ 07030
Tel: 201-792-5900
Fax: 201-792-5320

1018 Broad Street
Bloomfield, NJ 0703
Tel: 973-893-0093
Fax: 973-893-0090

90 Millburn Ave, 
Ste 200, Millburn NJ 07041

Tel: 973-763-5787
Fax: 973-763-8568

546 Westfield Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: 908-232-1565
Fax: 908-232-9301

200 Perrine Rd.  Suite 207 
Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Tel: 732-727-2530
Fax: 732-441-0490

65 Mountain Blvd. Ext. 107
Warren, NJ 07059
Tel: 732-627-0900
Fax: 732-560-7388

TOLL FREE  1-800-535-5227

PURVI PARIKH, M.D., FACP
Vice Chairman

Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine and Pediatrics 
NYU School of Medicine. 
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CLASSIFIED
MOTEL FOR SALE MOTEL HELP WANTED MOTEL HELP WANTED

PHILADELPHIA & NEW JERSEY :
Need Single / Couple Front Desk & 
Housekeeping help for Franchise 
Motels in the Philadelphia area, 

Pittsburgh - PA and Cherry Hill - NJ. 
Free accommodation provided. 

Call Ghanshyam Patel 
(610) 279 0150.

 09/25/2026 - 09/24/2027-SL

 VIRGINIA- MARYLAND & NORTH 
CAROLINA

Hotels are looking for skilled   
Asst. Manager, Front Desk, 

Housekeeping & Laundry attendants.  
If you are experienced & ready to 
contribute, Pls call: 540-324-8786

 07/10/2026-01/07/2027-SH

NEW JERSEY
Franchise Hotel in NJ is looking for 
Single/Couple for: Housekeeping, 

Front Desk, Maintenance. Good salary 
and accommodation will be provided. 

Also looking for Hotel Sales Associate. 
(Experience and good communication 

skills required) 
Call: Nick 201-637-5062  (Contact 

between 9 AM to 7 PM.)
• Vivian (757) 620-9207 • 

 Hina (201) 936-8762
08/02-TFN-SD

Need Motel Manager, 
Full Service Holiday Inn Manager, 

Banquet Manager and Holiday 
Inn Express Manager. Also need  

Housekeeping Staff. Good salary, free 
accommodation. Email resume:

 peter@pdkhotels.com / 
(503) 888 6455

09/04-10/02-SL

Durham,NC
Independent motel in Durham, 
NC urgently needed help for  

Night desk clerk. Legal status must. 
Accommodation will be provided.

 Contact: 609-317-3177
09/04-10/02-SD

NORTH CAROLINA
Choice Hotel needs couple or single 

for Front Desk & Night Auditor. 
English speaking. Must be legal. 

Accommodation provided.
Attractive  salary.

Call: 252-767-5252
nc802_27536@yahoo.com

09/04-10/02-SH

DELAWARE
Need Single / Couple Night 

Auditor and Housekeeping Help 
for Independent Small Motel

 in Delaware.
 Experience preferred but

 ready to train. 
Free accommodation provided. 
Call Raj : +1 (302) 220-9295

09/11-10/02-SL

Pittsburgh, PA
Ramada Inn (completely remodeled))
Need housekeepers & front desk staff
English speaking and must have legal 

status. Accommodation provided
Attractive salary

Call- 717-312-9197
09/11-10/02-SH

SALISBURY, MARYLAND 
Experienced Hotel/Motel Manager 

& Front Desk reqd immediately.
Legal working papers must. 
Accommodation provided.

Attractive salary.
Email: rsquareva@gmail.com

09/11-10/02-SH

INDIANA 
Looking for Single or Couple for Front 

Desk and Manager Position. Must have 
legal status. Must have reliable car. 
Open to offer a working partnership 

after seeing good workmanship. Also 
looking for Housekeeping Couple

 (Not paying per room, only paying per 
hr. Please don’t call if expecting per 
room salary).  Call (541) 340-4741. 

10/02-10/09-JG

JOHNSTOWN PA
Looking for front Desk Night auditor

Franchise Motel
Good Salary and Accommodation 

Provided.
Call: 814-475-3828 

09/18-10/09-MS

DELAWARE
Front Desk Agent position with  profi -
ciency in English, Computer literate, 
communication skills,  organized and 

detail oriented. Also need experienced 
Executive Housekeeper for Marriott 

Hotel. Free accommodation provided. 
Email:  bpatel6652@yahoo.com. /

 Call: 302-528-1577 
09/11-10/02-SL

PHILADELPHIA
Philadelphia suburbs independent 

property needs single front desk help. 
Computer literate and 

fl uent English preferred.
 Accommodation will be provided. 
If interested please email us at :

 slowjoe40@gmail.com
09/11-10/02-SD

MICHIGAN
IMMEDIATE HIRE  

DETROIT- MICHIGAN, 
Independent Motel need 

Single / Couple for Front Desk 
Clerk and Housekeepers. 

Free Accommodation provided. 
Call Rick (810) 241 8788

 from 9AM - 5PM 
09/18-10/16-SL

OHIO 
Single / Couple Front Desk,

 Housekeeping and Laundry for
 Franchise Motel in Toledo, Ohio. 
Free accommodation provided.

 Call / Text Vipul (313) 598-4785. 
09/25-10/16-SL

PERRYVILLE, MARYLAND
Immediate Hire:

Need Single for Front Desk Help 
(Fluent English, Computer literate) 
and Couple for Housekeeping help. 
Experienced preferred but ready to 

train. Accommodation provided.
 Legal must. Call / Text (410) 504 3444
 between 8 am to 8 pm Eastern Time. 

09/25-10/23-SL

SOUTH DAKOTA
Need an experienced and motivated 

Hotel General Manager (single or 
couple) for a choice hotel in South 
Dakota to oversee the day-to-day 

operations of our property. The GM will 
be responsible for delivering excellent 
guest service, leading and developing 

staff, managing budgets  expenses 
and maintaining franchise standards. 

Please call 720-439-0334 or
 408-582-4325 if interested.

09/25-10/23-SD

PENNSYLVANIA
Seeking Experienced single / couple 

Front Desk associate and 
Housekeeping Couple for Marriott in 

Exton, PA and Redroof Inn in 
Lancaster, PA  Good Pay, 

free accommodation provided. 
Call Ken (434) 422 2626

10/02-10/30-SL

NEWARK, DELAWARE 
Need Front Desk Clerks, General 

Manager,  Housekeeping Couple for a 
franchise Hotel / Motel in Newark, DE. 

Accommodation provided. 
Call / text (732) 423-1725 / email 

resume: joinmyhotel@gmail.com
10/02-10/30-SL

VIRGINIA
Franchise Motel in Virginia need cou-
ples for Housekeeping & Front Desk 

Help. For Front desk Need couple with 
franchise hotel experience preferred, 
fl uent English And computer literate. 
for both portion legal status must and 
Accommodation provided.  Contact: 
Days Inn + Super 8: 540-335-3104  

(Prefer Voice mail or Text)
09/04-10/02-SD

TV INTERNET PHONE TV INTERNET PHONE

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET.
 If you are overpaying for your service, 
call now for a free quote and see how 

much you can save! 
1-877-461-0663

NY SCAN

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! 
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 

80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus Lim-
ited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. 

Call Today! 1-866-782-4069
NY SCAN

SERVICES

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT YOUR 
HOME from pests safely and affordably. 
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite, 

Spiders and other pests. Locally owned 
and affordable. Call for service or an 

inspection today! 1-877-290-0023 Have 
zip code of property ready when calling!

NY SCAN

TRAVEL SERVICES

SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS! 
Up to 75% More than 500 AIRLINES 

and 300,000 HOTELS across the 
world. Let us do the research for you 

for FREE!
 Call: 877 988 7277

NY SCAN

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 

Easy three step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash 

offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-888-704-5670

NY SCAN

REAL ESTATE

TV INTERNET PHONE

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. 
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for 

Directv and get your fi rst three months 
of Max, Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax included. Choice 
package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions 
apply. Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

NY SCAN

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 

with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-877-516-1160 today to schedule 
a free quote. It’s not just a generator. 

It’s a power move.
NY SCAN

MEDICAL

Audien Hearing. 
The world’s fi rst hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny buttons, apps 
or prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. 
Free shipping. Lifetime support. More 

than 1.5 million happy customers. 
Call Audien 1-855-484-2093

NY SCAN

MISCELLANEOUS

Consumer Cellular 
- the same reliable, nationwide 

coverage as the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no hidden fees 

and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just 

$20/month. For more information, call 
1-844-919-1682

NY SCAN

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Safe Step. 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 

Top-of-the-line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a limited time! 

Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-855-916-5473

NY SCAN
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MATRIMONIAL

FEMALE MALE

Gujrati Amin parents seeking 
highly educated (preferably medical)

U.S raised groom from Patel, 
vaniya, Brahmin family for their 
gorgeous us citizen divorced 
daughter practicing Dentistry. 

Contact: Panchamrut 352 804 8460. 
Email: aminharsha4@gmail.com 

09/18-10/16-SD

US Citizen Gujarati Male 76 years, 
Widower from Texas looking for veg-
etarian female age 60- 70 yrs, Single 
/ Divorcee who is ready to relocate. 

Caste no Bar. Serious enquiries only. 
Call (806) 241 2200 

10/02-10/23-SL

COMPANION WANTED

STERLING HEIGHT MI
Looking for 60+ life partner for 

72-year-old widowed Gujarati Patel 
citizen. Simple, honest, healthy, 

vegetarian, and active man. 
 He works as a chemist at Chrysler.

Call : 248-885-1021
10/02-10/23-MS

BUSINESS/SERVICES
 DIRECTORY
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Calderone School of Music
ESTABLISHED 1975 NJ Registered Professional Provider

Private Lessons on All Instruments 
and Virtual Lessons.

East Hanover (973) 428-0405  
Springfield (973) 467-4688 

www.calderoneschoolofmusic.com

MUSIC
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ACCOUNTANTS/CPAACCOUNTANTS/CPA

ANJAY ACCOUNTAX SERVICE NJ LLC

Harish Hathiwala,CCPA
Specializing in 

Individual • Business • Corporation
New Business Set Up Service

Jersey City: (201) 656-2000
NY City: (212) 714-1988

Central Jersey: (908) 837-9030
Orlando: (407) 403-6582

Accounting , Auditing , Income Tax

Small Business and Non-profit Org.

07
/0

4-
 0

6/
26

/2
6-

sd

epaper.desitalk.com

AUTO DONATIONSTV INTERNET PHONE FINANCE

Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to assist 
the blind and visually impaired. Arrange 

a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit for 2026. 
Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 

1-855-484-3467 today!
NY SCAN

Get Boost Infi nite!
 Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G Networks, 

One Low Price! Call Today and Get 
The Latest iPhone Every Year On Us! 

844-329-9391
NY SCAN

End your tax worries today. Let us 
make your tax problem our priority. 

Scared, stuck with high tax amounts? 
Our A+ tax professionals can help. 

Call for a FREE consultation. 
Call Priority Tax now 1- 877-663-7719

NY SCAN

HEALTH HEALTH

Attention:
 VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 

A cheaper alternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 

100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-877-468-3979

NY SCAN

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! 

Discover Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE information kit. 

Call 1-877-536-0251
NY SCAN

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY!

 Superior quality bath and shower 
systems at AFFORDABLE PRICES! 

Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs.  Call Now! 1-877-271-0003

NY SCAN
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