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By ApIL ZAINULBHAI, COURTESY PRIME MINISTER RESEARCH
CHAIR (PMRC) SCHEME

-JUNE 15, 2026
ndia has spent decades watching its best scientific minds
build careers abroad. It now has a serious answer to the
question of why they should come back.

Think about the last time you explained your re-
search to someone at a dinner party. The polite nods.
The moment when they asked what it was for, really, in
the end. And the pause before you gave the answer you
have given a hundred times, about the long game, about
how science works, about patience.

Now think about what it would mean to work on a
problem where the answer to that question was obvious.
Where the scale was so large, and the need so visible, that
you never had to explain the relevance. Where your work
on clean energy fed directly into the world’s largest re-
newable deployment. Where your research on Alran on a
digital public infrastructure used by hundreds of millions
of people. Where your drug or your diagnostic reached a
healthcare system that had no alternative.

That is what India offers right now. Not as aspiration. As fact.

The question Indian-origin researchers have al-
ways asked is not whether they want to contribute. It is
whether the conditions exist to do it properly.

For a long time, the honest answer was: not quite.

The funding was uneven. The bureaucracy was real.

The gap between what was possible in a well-resourced
Western university and what was available in India was
wide enough that even researchers who deeply wanted to
return did the math and stayed put. The pull of India was
emotional. The friction was practical. Practical usually
wins.

The Prime Minister Research Chair (PMRC) Scheme,
launched this month by the Ministry of Education, is a
serious attempt to change that arithmetic.

It is not another fellowship with a stipend that makes
you feel appreciated but not compensated. The financial
package is structured as a top-up to whatever researchers
are currently receiving, with a competitive annual fee, a
one-time research grant for project initiation that runs
to several crores depending on seniority, residential and
medical allowance, and full relocation support. Fellows
can return to their parent institution twice a year. The

Will You GCome Home?

three-year engagement is designed to be a genuine com-
mitment, not a sabbatical experiment.

There are 120 positions. Three tracks cover the full
range of career stages. Young Research Fellows are early-
career researchers within five years of their PhD, people
at the moment when the habits and networks that define
a scientific career are still being formed. Senior Fellows
are mid-career scientists with five to ten years of post-
PhD experience, researchers who have proven them-
selves and want their work to operate at a different scale.
Research Chairs are the senior figures, ten-plus years
out, with the standing to shape what an institution does
rather than simply contribute to it.

The 13 priority sectors are the ones worth paying
attention to. Semiconductors, quantum computing, Al,
clean energy, biotechnology, healthcare and medical
technology, space and defense, critical minerals. These
are not invented priorities padded out to look compre-
hensive. They are the areas where India has national
missions already running, with funding committed and
institutions already in place. A researcher working in any
of these fields will find not just a lab but a direct line into
policy.

Host institutions are the IITs, IISc, and national
laboratories under DST, DBT, CSIR, and ICMR. Not every
institution in the country, curated ones that have the in-
frastructure to absorb and support incoming researchers
without the fellow having to spend the first year sorting
out basics.

For early-career researchers, particularly those on
postdoctoral contracts in the US or UK, the timing mat-
ters more than it might appear. The research funding
environment in the US has contracted. Visa uncertainty
for Indian nationals is real and has not gone away. Aca-
demic hiring in many fields is tight. The window between
PhD completion and a permanent position is longer than
it used to be, and the outcome is less certain. Against
that backdrop, a funded research position in India, with
a serious grant, world-class students, and the scale of
problems that only India can offer, deserves a genuine
look rather than a reflexive no.

For senior researchers, the calculation is different but
equally worth making. At a certain point in a career, the
question is not what the next paper will be but what the
body of work adds up to. A Research Chair in PMRC is
not being asked to deliver papers. They are being asked
to shape an institution, to build something, to use what

PHOTO : LINKEDIN

they know to create capacity that will outlast them. That
is a different kind of opportunity from anything a tenured
position in the West typically provides.

The scheme is also honest about what it asks. This is
a three-year commitment, residential by design, with
enough structure to ensure that fellows are actually
embedded rather than just nominally affiliated. India
has tried softer versions of diaspora engagement before,
visiting positions, advisory roles, one-semester teaching
stints. They have produced goodwill and occasionally
good research. They have not produced the kind of sus-
tained institutional change that a real presence over real
time can create. PMRC is trying to do the harder thing.

For researchers with families, the practical questions
are real and the scheme addresses them directly. IIT
campuses and the cities around India’s premier research
institutions have good schools. Spouse employment
support and OCI card facilitation are part of the pack-
age. Relocation support is not a vague promise. These are
answers, not deflections.

India ranks third in global scientific publications and
is the second fastest-growing research producer in the
world. Patents granted have grown tenfold in a decade.
The Anusandhan National Research Foundation is opera-
tional. The infrastructure is there.

What PMRC is asking is whether the people who
trained in India, built careers abroad, and carried that
question about contribution somewhere in the back
of their minds are ready to do something about it. Not
someday. Now, while the window is open and the posi-
tions are real.

Applications are open for 45 days from June 1, 2026.
The portal, the eligibility criteria, and the application
process are all at pmrc.education.gov.in. The contact for
queries is contact.pmrc@gov.in.

The country that shaped you is
asking a direct question. It would be
worth taking seriously.

RAdil Zainulbhai is the ex-Chair-
man of Capacity Building Commis-
sion of India, which was set up by
Prime Minister of India, Narendra
Modi in 2021, to help improve the
Capacity of Indian Civil Service.
Prior to that, he was Chairman of
Quality Council of India.

On 41st Anniversary Of Kanishka Bombing India Reaffirms
Commitment To Gombat Terrorism In All Its Forms

ndia’s External Affairs Minister S Jais-

hankar on Tuesday, June 23, 2026,

paid solemn tributes to the victims

of the tragic Air India Flight 182
‘Kanishka' bombing on its 41st anniver-
sary and reaffirmed India’s commitment
to combating terrorism in all its forms
and manifestations.

India’s EAM S. Jaishankar, speaking
at the inauguration of the exhibition on
terrorism put up by the government of
India at United Nations July 30, 2025.
PHOTO: pminewyork.gov.in

Taking to social media platform X,
the minister emphasised that New Delhi
remains resolute in its fight against ter-
rorism.

“Today, on the 41st anniversary of
Air India 182 ‘Kanishka’ bombing, we
honour the memory of those who lost

PHOTO: PMINEWYORK.GOV.IN

India’s EAM S. Jaishankar, speaking at the
inauguration of the exhibition on terrorism put up
by the government of India at United Nations
July 30, 2025.

their precious lives in this horrific terror
incident. Reaffirm our commitment to
combating terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations,” Jaishankar stated.

The mid-air bombing, which oc-
curred on June 23, 1985, remains one of
the deadliest acts of aviation terrorism
in global history, comparable in scale
to the September 11 attacks in 2001.
The Boeing 747 aircraft, operating on
the Montreal-London-Delhi route, was
blown up at an altitude of 9,400 meters
by the Canada-based Khalistani terrorist
group Babbar Khalsa, claiming the lives
of all 329 passengers and crew members
on board.

The catastrophic blast occurred
while the aircraft was above the Atlantic
Ocean, navigating Irish airspace. Mark-
ing the largest mass killing in Canadian

history, that claimed the lives of 329 indi-
viduals, including 268 Canadian citizens
and 24 Indian nationals.

To honour their memory, the High
Commission of India in Ottawa, along-
side the Consulates General of India in
Toronto and Vancouver, joins the families
of the deceased and representatives of the
Indian diaspora annually on June 23 to
pay solemn tribute to the victims of this
heinous act of terrorism across synchro-
nised ceremonies in Ottawa, Toronto, and
Vancouver.

More than four decades later, India,
Canada, and Ireland continue to share
the profound grief of an air tragedy that
left the international community deeply
shocked and altered global aviation secu-
rity standards.

-ANI

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know
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“If They Are Attacked And He Is The Leader We Are Going To
Help”: Trump Pledges Support To India And PM Modi

S President Donald Trump, as a sign of
unwaveringsupport to India, stated that
Washington will help India if the nation
is attacked, provided Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is the leader.

During a bilateral meeting at the sidelines
of the 52nd G7 Summit, Trump lauded the
defense relations between India and US and
affirmed support precisely for the PM Modi-led
nation during conflict situations.

“I'think it is a great relationship. If they were
attacked, we would be there to help

them. We don’t have a contract, but if they
are attacked and he (PM Modi) is the leader, we
are going to be there to help. If anybody attacks
that man, we are going to be there. If there is
another leader, I don’t know about that, but if
they are attacked and he is the leader, we are
going to help”, Trump said.

The two leaders were seen shaking hands
after US President’s act of friendship and sup-
port for PM Modi.

Furthermore, the US President also rec-
ognised himself as a “great friend” of India,
adding that the Indian Prime Minister is well
respected in Washington.

“Aslong as I am President, they (India) have a great
friend in the White House.

Everyone here loves India and they have tremendous
respect for this (PM Narendra Modi) man,” he said.

The two leaders met at the G7 Summit in France, their
first in-person talks in 16+ months, a move past trade
and geopolitical tensions and steadying the relationship
between the two democracies. It started with a warm
handshake at Tuesday’s G7 outreach.

By Wednesday, PM Modi and Donald Trump were in
serious talks. And Trump even called the Prime Minister
“calm and cool.”

The White House had earlier confirmed that the
meeting would focus heavily on advancing the proposed
India-US trade agreement. Earlier sources also said that

PHOTO: REUTERS/EVELYN HOCKSTEIN

FRANCE

EVIAN
2026

U.S. President Donald Trump attends a bilateral meeting with Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during the G7 Summit in Evian-les-Bains, France, June 17, 2026.

PM Modi and Trump were likely to discuss the situation
in West Asia, the strategic Strait of Hormuz, energy im-
ports from the United States and the proposed bilateral
trade agreement during their meeting on the sidelines of
the G7 Summit in France.

The sources also said both countries are keen on build-
ing a long-term energy

partnership, with discussions expected to focus on
strengthening cooperation in the energy sector amid
concerns over disruptions to global supply chains caused
by tensions in West Asia.

The proposed India-US trade deal is in its final stages,
with negotiations progressing steadily and work on the
agreement expected to be completed in the coming
weeks.

The two nations reached an interim trade agreement

earlier in February after a year of talks. The
meeting assumes significance as instability
in the Strait of Hormuz continues to impact
global energy markets and maritime trade.
The narrow waterway remains one of the
world’s most critical shipping routes, handling
a substantial portion of global oil and gas
supplies.

ADDON FROM NEWS INDIA TIMES:

Experts from the Asia Society Policy Insti-
tute gave the Trump-Modi meeting a plus.

Wendy Cutler — Senior Vice President, ASPI,
said, “The Trump-Modi meeting on the
margins of the G7 was a necessary step in
getting our bilateral relations back on track.
Importantly, USTR Greer will visit India next
week, which provides the perfect opportunity
to wrap up the first phase of bilateral trade ne-
gotiations. Each of these steps will help repair
the bilateral relationship, which should be a
strategic and economic priority for the Trump
administration.

Farwa Aamer — Director of South Asia Initia-
tives at ASP], said, “There were a lot of eyes on
the meeting given the Trump and Modi were
coming face to face after a year of strained ties giving way
to an evident trust deficit in the bilateral dynamic. PM
Modi took the opportunity to assert the need for trust
building ahead of the bilateral meeting.”

Aamer continued, “While there were no major out-
comes and that was expected, there was reassurance
that the trade deal is close. On U.S.-India defense, Trump
shared that the U.S. would help India if it was attacked,”

“But the fact that the two leaders met helps stabilize
some of the relationship optics. Does it fully restore the
trust? Maybe not, but the leadership level engagement
sets a positive pace for the two countries to work toward
shared interests.”

-ANI

Trump, Modi Discuss Trade, Safety Of Indian Sailors In Gulf Region

By STEVE HOLLAND, BO ERICKSON AND SAKSHI DAYAL

.S. President Donald Trump said on Wednesday

he had held a “very good” conversation with

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi during

the G7 summit in France and that their two
countries were working on trade deals.

Trump called Modi a “tough negotiator,” and told
reporters that he would be going to India “sometime in
the future”.

India has been pressing the United States for months
for a Trump trip, potentially as part of a meeting includ-
ing Japan and Australia.

The two leaders’ meeting is their first since February
2025, when Modi visited Washington within weeks of
Trump returning to the White House, and the two sides
agreed to resolve their differences over trade and tariffs.

Ties, however, have since deteriorated, with Wash-
ington imposing high tariffs on Indian goods, punishing
New Delhi for purchasing Russian oil, and engaging
closely with India’s arch-rival Pakistan.

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio visited India last
month seeking to repair ties, but the killing of three
Indian sailors in attacks on commercial ships by the U.S.

PHOTO: REUTERS/EVELYN HOCKSTEIN

FRANCE

EVIAN
2026

U.S. President Donald Trump attends a bilateral meeting with Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the G7 Summit in Evian-les-Bains,
France, June 17, 2026.

Navy in the Gulf has roiled relations again.

Modi told Trump, in the presence of reporters, that the
safety of Indian seafarers working in the Strait of Hormuz
region was of “utmost importance” to New Delhi.

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know

MODI WANTS IRAN DEAL TO INCLUDE SAFETY OF SAILORS

“You are aware that hundreds of thousands of Indian
seafarers are working across the world, performing their
duties along international maritime trade routes —
including the Strait of Hormuz — and their safety is of
utmost importance to us,” Modi said.

“You have made tremendous efforts to reach this
understanding, and I am confident that the issue of sea-
farers will receive the highest priority during the imple-
mentation of this agreement,” Modi said, referring to the
U.S. peace agreement with Iran.

Asked by reporters if he shared his condolences on
the deaths of the Indian sailors, Trump said: “It’s a rough
profession, there’s no question about it, and we work

together on it ... We love all of those people, they’re
great people.”

Trump also said the United States would defend
India.

“If they were attacked, we would be there to help
them,” Trump said, when asked about the U.S.-India
defense relationship.

“If anybody attacks that man, we're going to be
there,” Trump said, referencing Modi. “Now, if there’s a
new leader, I'm not sure about it.”

-REUTERS
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GAPIO And Other High-Profile Philanthropic Organizations
Join New ALIGN Health Initiative

By A STAFF WRITER

unique philanthropic grassroots effort to reach

out to younger school children and educate

them on healthy eating and lifestyle, garnered

strong support recently from high profile orga-
izations.

The ALIGN Health Initiative acquired the partner-
ship of the Global Association of Physicians of In-
dian Origin, GAPIO, led by its President, Padma Shri
recipient Dr. Sudhir Parikh; the American Association
of Physicians of Indian Origin, AAP], led by Dr. Amit
Chakrabarty, and WHEELS Global Foundation, WGE
led by Ratan Agarwal along with Raj Shah.

The June 17, 2026 pledge-signing event was led by
Dr. Vikas Khurana, and hosted by The Wright Center for
Graduate Medical Education, represented by Michael
Mahon, Vice President of Academic Affairs and Associ-
ate Designated Institution. The Wright Center trains
future healthcare leaders while maintaining a strong
commitment to community service, preventive medi-

ALIGN Health Initiative Pledge Signing ceremony June 17, 2026. On the screen at the back are the represen-
tatives of various philanthropic organizations participating in the pledge.

cine, and population health.

Dr. Vriti Khurana, founder of the ALIGN Health
Initiative, explained what the program was about —a
physician-led, school-based program that delivers
interactive health education to children and adoles-
cents. The program teaches core concepts in nutrition,
movement, sleep, mindset, and lifestyle medicine in
ways appealing to children. ALIGN partners with local
schools to make preventive health education accessible
and practical for communities. (Website: https://www.
facebook.com/alignhi).

Each of the major philanthropic organizations pres-
ent at the pledge-signing event, committed to partner
with ALIGN, promising to take the initiative nation-
wide and expand on a global scale.

In his video-message, Dr. Parikh said he was “very
proud and privileged to become part of ALIGN” calling
it a “great philanthropic partnership,” one which GAP-
10 would be happy to work with. He described GAPIO’s
mission as a global organization representing some
1.4 million physicians of Indian origin, and having
chapters in 60 countries. He also offered the support
of his other philanthropic initiative as President of Life
Global which builds schools in India for the disadvan-
taged, as well as his media organization Parikh World-
wide Media/ITV Gold, to send out the message of the
ALIGN Health Initiative.

Dr. Chakravarty, President of AAP], said he was

PHOTO: COURTESY THEWRIGHT CENTER

), ON
% ALIGN HEALTH INITIATIVE %

| PIEDGE w

We, the undersigned, pledge to support the ALIGN Health Initiative, a community-hased health education initiative
dedicated to improving nutrition, physical activity, sleep health, mental wellness, and overall health literacy among
children, adolescents, and families. Together, we commit lo promoting and expanding ALIGN through schools.
Thealthcare institutions, physician and trainee volunteers, community partnerships, and educational resources.

We will work collaboratively to advance healthy lifestyles, strengthen youth health literacy. and help prevent obesity
and chronic disease in communitics throughout the United States and around the world, with a target of 100 schools.
/

Amit Chakrabarty, MD. Eﬁ‘;m

American Association of Physicians of Indian Origin

’EO_—L
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PA, on March 27, 2026.

“totally amazed” by the (ALIGN) initiative. “We are
going to highlight this at the AAPI annual conference,”
he added. “You will have an amazing presence” there,
adding, “We've got ALIGN T-shirts also made.”

Ratan Agarwal noted how for WHEELS Global
Foundation, health and education go together. “Nearly
100 doctors from US and India are helping us,” with
projects ranging from telehealth to sanitary pads and
low-cost medical diagnostic, post-partum depression,
and a plethora of other medical needs. “We are almost
in all 50 states” in the US, he noted. “WHEELS is fully
committed to tackle the challenges,” and bring its capa-
bilities to bear on ALIGN’s objectives, he added.

Vikas Khurana pointed out that WHEELS is planning
to reach 20 percent of the Indian population by 2030.

Raj Shah, a cardiologist, passionate about what
technology can do for healthcare, agreed with ALIGN’s
vision that children are at the center of medicine. Posit-
ing the question, "What's in it for us?” Dr. Shah said,
“We all got our success and resources from the com-
munity,” and now, as non-profits like WHEELS Global,
it was time to give back to the community. The Wrights

GAPIO"
Global

Association of
Physicians of
Indian Origin

Padma Shri recipient Dr. Sudhir Parikh, president of the Global Association of Physicians of Indian Origin,
delivering his video-message pledging support and partnership with the ALIGN Health Initiative, June 17,

2026.

Center, he noted, will help reach the doorsteps of those
we want to help. I am sure this (ALIGN) will take on like
wildfire.”

Dr. Rajiv Jain spoke about the work of Akshaya Patra
which has been serving 2.35 million nutritious midday
meals to school children in India every year covering
25,000 schools. “We focus on education and nutrition.

I say nutrition an dnot food. And we have brought

that concept back to US, to community colleges here.
ALIGN brings that perspective to children.” Jain said he
was there to focus on the ALIGN initiative and expand
it across the US.

Michael Mahon of the Wright Center praised the
work of Dr. Vikas Khurana, emphasizing that, the
“Power of Partnership” is what is going to drive these
programs for “our children.” He said it was “deeply
humbling” to be part of the effort.

Dr. Manju Thomas, a pediatrician by specialty, at the
Wright Center, described the March 27, 2026, event at
Riverside School in Scranton, PA, where 150 students
were exposed to the ALIGN initiative — to know what
constituted the foods they consumed, and how their
sleep, their moods, depression, etc. were linked to food
habits. She said even if only 3 out of the 150 children
went home and changed their food habits, she would
consider it a success. “We as pediatricians need to shift
from the focus on infectious diseases to food habits
and healthy living through healthy habits.”

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know
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Hundreds Gather To Celebrate 12th International Yoga Day
Hosted By Indian Gonsulate Chicago

‘Consulate Generaliof Ind’ [&
J2th Intemrnatllwunalw 9

India’s Consul General in Chicago Somnath Ghosh addresses the crowd at the National India Hub, for IDY
2026 celebration June 21, 2026.

By BHAILAL M. PATEL

he Consulate General of India

in Chicago, in partnership with

Friends of Yoga and National India

Hub, celebrated the 12th Interna-

tional Day of Yoga (IDY 2026) on
June 21, 2026, bringing together hun-
dreds of yoga enthusiasts, community
leaders, families, seniors, and children
for a memorable morning dedicated to
health, mindfulness, and holistic well-
being.

Held at the National India Hub in
Schaumburg under the global theme
“Yoga for Healthy Ageing,” the celebra-
tion highlighted yoga’s timeless message
of physical wellness, mental balance,
emotional resilience, and spiritual har-
mony.

Nearly 500 participants enthusiastical-
ly joined the event, beginning the session
with the sacred chanting of “Om” before
practicing a series of yoga postures and
breathing exercises designed to promote
overall wellness.

The Consul General of India in Chi-
cago, Somnath Ghosh addressed the
gathering and emphasized yoga’s growing
role as a universal force for unity and
well-being.

“Yoga belongs to all humanity,” he
noted. “It is a pathway to connect with
ourselves, our communities, and nature.
The tremendous enthusiasm witnessed
today reflects yoga’s universal appeal and
its power to bring people together across
cultures and generations.”

The Consul General praised National
India Hub and its leadership for making
the venue available at short notice after

Two youth show yoga postures at the June 21, 2026 IDY celebrations in Schaumburg, lIl.

weather conditions made an outdoor
celebration impractical. He also thanked
sponsors, volunteers, and community or-
ganizations for their invaluable support
in making the event a success.

The celebration featured complimen-
tary yoga mats, commemorative T-shirts,
refreshments, guided yoga instruction,
and participation certificates. The atmo-
sphere was warm, inclusive, and inspir-
ing, with people of all ages participating
side by side in the spirit of health and
harmony.

The Chicago-area observance formed
part of a much larger regional celebration
of International Yoga Day that has con-
tinued to grow in scope and impact since
Prime Minister Narendra Modi proposed
the observance at the United Nations in
2014. Today, International Yoga Day is
celebrated worldwide, demonstrating the

Hundreds joined in Yoga celebrations June 21,2026 in Schaumburg, lllinois, for International Day of Yoga.

enduring relevance of India’s ancient gift
to humanity.

Earlier in the week, Chicagoland
witnessed what many described as its
largest-ever International Yoga Day cel-
ebration, June 14, 2026, at the Naperville
Yard Sports Complex where thousands
gathered to celebrate yoga. The event was
organized by Mindful Meditation Yoga
under the leadership of Anu Malhotra.

Participants from diverse backgrounds
joined in guided yoga sessions, cultural
presentations, meditation practices, and
wellness activities, showing the growing
popularity of yoga in the Midwest.

From children learning their first yoga
postures to seniors embracing yoga as a
path toward healthy ageing, the events
highlighted the universal benefits of the
practice and its ability to enrich lives at
every stage.

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know
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Indian American Lawmakers Gondemn Anti-India
Demonstration Outside Frisco City Hall, TX., Express
Solidarity With Community

PRESS RELEASE

n June 15, 2026, Representatives Raja Krish-
namoorthi (IL-08), Ami Bera (CA-06), Pramila
Jayapal (WA-07), Ro Khanna (CA-17), Shri Thane-
dar (MI-13), and Suhas Subramanyam (VA-10),
the Indian American members of Congress,
released the following joint statement after a demon-
strator outside Frisco City Hall in Frisco, Texas, tore an
Indian flag amid anti-India chants and rhetoric during
an immigration-related protest:
“We strongly support the constitutional right to free-
dom of expression for all Americans. At the same time,

PHOTO: SCREENSHOT FROM VIDEO ON FACEBOOK @

RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI

Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi, D-lllinois, speaking on the
issue of naturalized citizens being barred from federal public office
and appointments.

we condemn the tearing of an Indian flag outside Frisco
City Hall alongside hateful anti-India rhetoric, which
continues to fuel anti-Indian violence and xenophobia.
Acts of hate and intimidation targeting any community
are unacceptable and have no place in our country.

“The Indian American community is an important
part of our nation and deserves to feel safe and respect-
ed. As Indian Americans and South Asian Americans face
harassment, xenophobia, and hateful rhetoric, leaders
must speak clearly: hate targeting any community cannot
be tolerated or ignored.

“We stand in solidarity with the Indian American
community in Frisco and across the country. Everyone
deserves to live with dignity and safety, free from fear,
harassment, and discrimination.”

MOKSH DHAM Cremations Inc. Launches Historic Initiative To
Establish Dedicated Sanatani Cremation Genter In Chicagoland

By BHAILAL M. PATEL

A Sacred Vision to Serve Future Generations with Dig-
nity, Compassion, and Tradition
OKSH DHAM Cremations Inc., a non-
profit 501(c)(13) charitable organiza-
tion, has announced an ambitious and
historic community project to establish
a dedicated Sanatani cremation center in the Chi-
cago metropolitan area. The proposed facility aims
to provide affordable, dignified, and spiritually
appropriate cremation services for Hindus, Jains,
Sikhs, Buddhists, and other followers of Sanatan
Dharma while preserving sacred traditions for
future generations.

The organization was founded in response to a grow-
ing need within the community. Although the Chicago
metropolitan area is home to an estimated 250,000
Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, Buddhists, and other Sanatanis,
there is currently no dedicated cremation center specifi-
cally designed to meet the religious and cultural require-
ments of these communities. With nearly 35 percent of
the population consisting of senior citizens, community
leaders believe the need for such a facility has become
increasingly urgent.

For followers of Sanatan Dharma, cremation is more
than a funeral service; it is the final sacred rite known
as Antim Agni Sanskar. This deeply spiritual ceremony
represents the soul’s journey toward liberation and is an
important part of Hindu, Jain, Sikh, and Buddhist tradi-
tions. MOKSH DHAM Cremations Inc. seeks to ensure
that families can honor their loved ones with dignity,
respect, and adherence to their religious beliefs.

According to Dr. Rashmi Patel, President of MOKSH
DHAM Cremations Inc., the vision extends beyond
providing cremation services. “This project is a sacred
responsibility and a lasting gift to future generations. Our
mission is to provide affordable and dignified services
while preserving the spiritual traditions that are central to
our faith and culture,” she said.

The organization plans to offer a comprehensive
range of services, including qualified priests to perform
religious ceremonies at minimal cost, professional staff
to guide families through every step of the process,
rental caskets with disposable containers to help reduce
expenses, return of cremated remains with all required

n

e

MOKSH DHAM Cremations Inc,A Sanatani Community Project

documentation, and assistance with final disposition ser-
vices, including Asthi Visarjan. Future plans also include
grief counseling, family support services, and a compre-
hensive website providing information and scheduling
assistance twenty-four hours a day.

The proposed Moksh Dham Cremation Center will be
constructed on a 4.6-acre site and will feature a modern
two-story building consisting of approximately 13,100
square feet. The facility will include two spacious prayer
and gathering halls for religious ceremonies, bhajans,
memorial services, and community events. Designed
to accommodate up to 400 visitors, the center will also
provide parking for more than 200 vehicles.

A unique feature of the facility will be a dedicated
temple honoring Lord Shiva, revered in Sanatan Dharma
as the Lord of Transformation. The center will also house
two state-of-the-art cremation chambers and advanced
audio-visual technology. Families unable to attend
ceremonies in person will have access to closed-circuit
camera systems and internet broadcasting capabilities,
allowing them to participate remotely from anywhere in
the world.

The project has already achieved several important
milestones. The organization has successfully acquired
the 4.6-acre property, completed all architectural draw-
ings, and submitted applications for demolition, build-
ing, sanitary, wetland mitigation, and water retention
permits. These applications have been under review
for the past four months. In addition, a complete set of
construction drawings has been distributed to seven
qualified contractors for cost estimates and competitive

bidding. The organization is currently awaiting
permit approvals and contractor proposals before
proceeding to the next phase of construction.

MOKSH DHAM Cremations Inc. is governed by a
dedicated volunteer leadership team. All founders,
officers, and board members serve without mon-
etary compensation, reflecting the organization’s
commitment to selfless community service and
responsible stewardship.

Funding for the project will come through chari-
table donations, corporate philanthropy, fundrais-
ing events, and non-interest-bearing loans from
individuals and corporate sponsors. To encourage
broad community participation, the organization
has created a variety of sponsorship opportuni-
ties. Major contributions include Building Nam-
ing Rights at $2.5 million, Shiva Temple Sponsorship at
$500,000, Gate Sponsorships at $250,000 each, Prayer Hall
Sponsorships at $150,000 each, and Cremation Chamber
Sponsorships at $125,000 each. Additional opportuni-
ties include Mortuary Van Sponsorships at $51,000 each,
Super Trustee memberships at $25,000, Trustee member-
ships at $15,000, Sponsors at $11,000, Voting Lifetime
Memberships at $2,500, Non-Voting Lifetime Member-
ships at $1,100, Memorial Benches at $1,100, and Com-
memorative Bricks at $101.

Dr. Patel emphasized that every contribution, regard-
less of size, will help create a lasting legacy for the com-
munity. “This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to
establish a sacred institution that will serve our families
with dignity, compassion, and respect for centuries to
come. We humbly request the support of community
members, organizations, and philanthropists to help
make this vision a reality.”

MOKSH DHAM Cremations Inc. is calling upon in-
dividuals, families, businesses, religious organizations,
and community leaders to join this noble undertaking.
Through collective effort and generosity, the organization
hopes to create a facility that honors Sanatani traditions
while providing a compassionate and essential service for
generations to come.

For additional information, sponsorship opportuni-
ties, or pledge cards, interested individuals may contact
Dr. Rashmi Patel, President of MOKSH DHAM Crema-
tions Inc., at (773) 592-9501 or via email at Mokshd-
haminc@gmail.com. Additional information is available
at MokshDham.org.

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know
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Federal Court Strikes Down $100,000 H-1B Fee:

What Employers Need to Know

IN MEMORIAM

Michael Phulwani Ludka Zimovcak

David Nachman

Snehal Batra

On June 8, 2026, a federal judge in Boston delivered a significant win for U.S. employers
who depend on the H-1B visa program. U.S. District Judge Leo T. Sorokin of the District
of Massachusetts struck down the Trump administration’s $100,000 supplemental fee
on new H-1B petitions, ruling that the executive branch imposed an unauthorized tax
without congressional approval.

At NPZ Law Group, we have been closely monitoring this litigation since the fee was
introduced through Presidential Proclamation 10973 on September 19, 2025. The
ruling removes a massive financial barrier that had been disrupting hiring decisions
across technology, healthcare, higher education, and other industries.

Background: How the $100,000 Fee Came About

The fee took effect on September 21, 2025, just two days after the Proclamation was
signed. It applied to new H-1B petitions filed on behalf of workers outside the United
States, adding $100,000 on top of existing regulatory and statutory fees that previously
ranged from approximately $960 to $7,595.

For many employers — particularly state universities, public hospitals, and smaller
businesses — the cost made new H-1B sponsorships economically impossible. A
coalition of 20 state attorneys general filed suit in December 2025, arguing that the fee
exceeded presidential authority and violated the Administrative Procedure Act.

What the Court Decided

Judge Sorokin granted summary judgment in favor of the plaintiff states on all claims and
vacated the policy in its entirety. The court’s key findings:

The $100,000 payment functions as a tax, not a regulatory fee — and only Congress has
the constitutional authority to impose taxes.

The Proclamation exceeded the president’s delegated authority under the Immigration
and Nationality Act.

The policy violated the APA by bypassing required notice-and-comment rulemaking
procedures.

The implementation was arbitrary, capricious, and procedurally deficient.

The ruling means USCIS is currently prohibited from collecting the $100,000 fee from
H-1B employers.

What This Means for Employers Right Now

The practical impact of the ruling is immediate and significant:

New H-1B petitions — including cap-subject, cap-exempt, transfers, and amendments —
can proceed without the $100,000 surcharge.

Petitions that were delayed internally due to the fee burden can now move forward under
standard statutory filing fees.

Workers outside the United States requiring consular processing are no longer subject
to the fee.

Important: The Legal Battle Is Not Over

Employers should understand that this is a district court ruling — not a final resolution.
A few important considerations:

The federal government is widely expected to appeal the decision, and the appeals
process could result in the fee being reinstated during the pendency of that appeal.

A conflicting ruling already exists from the District of Columbia district court, which
upheld the $100,000 fee in December 2025. This circuit split adds uncertainty.

The court’s ruling does not address whether employers who already paid the fee are
entitled to refunds.

NPZ Law Group will continue to monitor this case closely and provide updates as the
government’s next steps become clear.

“The court’s decision provides welcome clarity for employers that depend on the
H-1B program to recruit and retain talent. A fee of this magnitude would have
created significant barriers for employers and foreign professionals alike. While
the legal process may continue, this ruling helps preserve access to an important
employment-based immigration pathway.”

— David Nachman, Esq., Managing Partner, NPZ Law Group

What Employers Should Do

If you had H-1B petitions on hold due to the fee, now is the time to reassess your hiring
plans and move forward. However, given the likelihood of an appeal, working closely
with qualified immigration counsel on timing and strategy is important.

By David H. Nachman, Esq

Beyond this ruling, employers should also keep an eye on the Department of Labor’s
pending prevailing wage rule, which could significantly increase minimum salary
requirements for H-1B workers if finalized. H-1B compliance, sponsorship planning,
and workforce strategy remain as important as ever.

Contact NPZ Law Group

NPZ Law Group assists employers, investors, and foreign professionals with U.S. and
Canadian immigration matters.

If you have questions about how this ruling may affect your H-1B program or
workforce plans, contact us at info@visaserve.com, call 201-670-0006 ext. 104, or
visit wwwyvisaserve.com.
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ISKCON Chicago Celebrates Legacy Of Sri Sri Kishore Kishori

By BHAILAL M. PATEL

SKCON Chicago’s history is not just about buildings

but about the community it has fostered over the

decades as the first Krishna Temple

The historic Hare Krishna Temple of Chicago, of-

ficially known as ISKCON Chicago, joyfully celebrated
the 53rd Anniversary of the installation of its beloved
deities, Sri Sri Kishore Kishori (Radha and Krishna), on
Wednesday evening, June 17, 2026.

The special commemorative gathering, held at the
temple located at 1716 W. Lunt Avenue in Chicago,
brought together devotees, community leaders, temple
veterans, and well-wishers to honor more than five
decades of devotion, spiritual service, and Krishna con-
sciousness in the Chicagoland area.

The evening was filled with heartfelt memories, in-
spiring reflections, devotional kirtan, and expressions of
gratitude as devotees recounted the temple’s journey and
its presence for the community.

Devotees reflected on how the beautiful deities were
originally worshipped in India before being brought
to Chicago in 1973, even before the arrival of ISKCON
Founder-Acharya His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, who later visited Chicago during
1974-75.

Senior devotees shared vivid recollections of the early
years of Krishna consciousness in Chicago. Memories
were recounted of the temple’s humble beginnings in a
small apartment on Halsted Street, followed by its move

PHOTO: ASIAN MEDIA USA

ISKCON 2

ISKCON
CHICAGO

His Divine Grace

5 A.C. Bhaktivedanta

Celebration of 53 years of the ISKCON temple in Chicago, June 17,
2026.

to a former YMCA building in Evanston. Despite numer-
ous challenges, including harsh winters, financial hard-
ships, and municipal obstacles, the devotees persevered.
The current temple building on Lunt Avenue, acquired
in 1980, was remembered as a miraculous achievement.
At the time, many considered the purchase of the prop-
erty for $140,000 nearly impossible, but the temple man-
aged with supporters to secure a permanent home.
Among those sharing memories was Jitendriya Das, a
disciple of Srila Prabhupada who has served the temple
for more than five decades. He recalled the days of large
festivals, downtown Chicago parades, book distribution

programs, and the gradual transformation of the temple
from modest beginnings into one of North America’s
respected centers of Krishna devotion.

Several speakers offered moving personal testimo-
nies about the transformative power of Sri Sri Kishore
Kishori’s mercy. Many described life-changing experienc-
es, answered prayers, and spiritual awakenings. Poems,
scriptural readings, and devotional reflections added to
the celebration.

ISKCON Chicago’s diverse and international congrega-
tion was on display. Devotees from various cultural back-
grounds shared how the temple became their spiritual
home and a source of lifelong inspiration. Younger devo-
tees spoke of the joy of serving the deities and witnessing
the ever-growing beauty of devotional life.

Throughout the evening, special recognition was given
to generations of volunteers, temple presidents, book
distributors, kitchen teams, teachers, donors, and com-
munity members whose dedication has sustained the
temple’s mission for more than half a century. Gratitude
was also expressed to members of the Indian-American
community whose support played a crucial role in estab-
lishing and strengthening the temple.

ISKCON (International Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness) has spread the teachings of the Bhagavad Gita and
Bhakti Yoga across the globe, and for more than 53 years
in Chicago.

The evening concluded with a group photograph of as-
sembled devotees, enthusiastic congregational chanting
of the Hare Krishna Maha Mantra, and the distribution of
sanctified prasadam.

NATIONAL AFFAIRS

Another Indian American Democratic Socialist, Aparna Raj, Wins
D.C. Democratic Primary for Ward 1

By A STAFF WRITER

massive crowd of supporters gathered around
Aparna Raj to cheer her victory in the race for
the Democratic Party candidate to represent
Ward 1 in Washington, D.C.

The 32 year-old Raj, who is described on her campaign
website and social media accounts AparnaforDC, as a
Democratic Socialist, is the 3rd known Indian American
on aroad to potential victory, after Zohran Mamdani,
Mayor of NYC, and candidate for Los Angeles Mayor in
the November runoff Nithya Raman.

If Raj wins in November, she will be the first Indian
American elected to the District Council of the US Capi-
tal. It would be an even greater win for the Democratic
Socialist Party which has its endorsed candidate Janeese
Lewis George for Mayor of D.C.

Aparna Raj holds up ticket showing she has voted in
the Ward 1 Democratic primary for District of Columbia.
In the ‘Meet Aparna’ section of her campaign site, it
says, “Aparna is a renter, a queer woman of color, and a
democratic socialist fighting to lower the cost of living.”

An activist for stable housing, good public schools,
union jobs and strong public transit, Raj’'s Ward 1
includes Columbia Heights, Park View, Adams Morgan,
Mount Pleasant, Shaw, U Street, Kalorama, Howard, and
LeDroit Park.

“Inever thought I would run for office, but I was tired
of seeing a status quo that was grinding people down,
having to beg our own government to maintain tenant
and worker protections as the cost of living soared, and
seeing our own elected leaders’ absence as we were fight-

PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM @APARNAFORDC.COM

Candidate for Ward 1 in D.C., Aparna Raj (holding a bouquet), surrounded by supporters
after her win in the Democratic primary June 21

ing to protect immigrants from ICE,” Raj says upon her
victory in the primary, results for which were declared
June 21. She posted it on her Instagram account, apar-
nafordc.

A poster from Democratic Socialists of America show-
ing the two candidates endorsed by the party — Aparna
Raj for Ward 1 District Council seat in D.C., and Mayoral
candidate Janeese Lewis George.

“This campaign has been about more than one person.

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know
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Aparna Raj holds up ticket showing she has
voted in the Ward 1 Democratic primary for
District of Columbia.

It’s about the seniors who can only afford to live here be-
cause of their rent stabilized unit. The family who doesn’t
know if they can afford childcare. The immigrant who has
built a life & a community here and is worried it will be
ripped away. The high school students who need to know
that their city still cares about them. And that is exactly
what the office will be about too,” Raj says, adding, “It’s an
honor to officially be your Democratic nominee for the
Ward 1 DC Council seat.”.
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Fifty Thousand Walkers In 100+ Gities Launch ‘America250’
With BAPS Charities Spirit Of Service Walk-Run

—
By A STAFF WRITER

s the United States approaches its 250th
anniversary, more than 50,000 participants
took part in the 2026 BAPS Charities Spirit
of Service Walk-Run, held in over 100 cities
cross North America this spring. Each city
organized its own walk-run to promote volunteerism
and support local charitable causes. Together, these
events turned parks, town squares, and community
centers into hubs of civic engagement and pride,
BAPS said in a June 20, 2026 press release.US-India
relations reports

Families participated alongside fire chiefs,
members of Congress, mayors, and commu-
nity advocates. The America250 initiative directly
benefited more than 90 organizations, including
first responders, food banks, and cancer research
groups throughout the U.S. and Canada, organizers
claimed.

The Spirit of Service Walk-Run brought together
federal, state, and local leaders to promote commu-
nity unity, it added.

It cited the example of Greater Houston where 2,200
participants assembled at Sugar Land Town Square to
support local mental health, education, and law en-
forcement initiatives. Congressman Christian Menefee

HOTOS: PROVIDED BY BAPS

and Sugar Land Mayor Carol McCutcheon joined the
volunteers.

“We go on social media and think about ourselves.
We watch the news and think about how it impacts us
personally,” said Congressman Menefee. “But some-
times we need to focus on our neighbors, our brothers,
our sisters, and our community — and that’s what this
is all about.”

In Dallas, State Representative Matt Shaheen rein-
forced this message:

“We have gotten united here for a purpose. There is
just joy that we experience together in serving others,
and that is what BAPS Charities is all about.”

In Edison, New Jersey, U.S. Congressman Frank Pal-
lone led a bipartisan group of public officials, including
State Senator Patrick Diegnan, Assemblymen Robert
Karabinchak and Joe Danielson, and the mayors of Edi-
son, Piscataway, and East Brunswick.US-India relations
reports

In Pennsylvania, U.S. Congressman Brian Fitzpatrick
joined State Senators Frank Farry and Steve Santarsiero,
State Representatives Jim Prokopiak and Tina Davis,
and Bucks County District Attorney Joe Khan. At the
same time, Connecticut’s efforts were supported by
State Senator Matt Lesser, State Representatives Jillian

Tt

BAPS Charities Spirit of Service Walk-Run to celebrate USA’s 250th
anniversary, with a sign in the grass made by the participants.

Gilchrest and Tom Delnicki, and Rocky Hill Mayor Allen
Smith.

The call to service resonated in the American
heartland and South, BAPS said. In Michigan, State
Senator Michael Webber and State Representative Tom
Kuhn supported local initiatives in Sterling Heights. In

- —— —

Glimpses from the BAPS Charities Spirit of Service Walk=Run.

k|

Jackson, Mississippi, Mayor John Horhn, State Sena-
tor Sollie Norwood, and Fire Chief Rasean Thomas
participated alongside community members.

LOCALIZED PHILANTHROPY: VOICES FROM THE FRONTLINES

BAPS Charities employs a decentralized funding
model, enabling local committees to select benefi-
ciaries that serve their communities. Beneficiaries
highlighted the tangible impact of the 2026 event:

*Progressing Medical Frontiers: “BAPS Charities’
continued support holds an important role in pro-
moting cancer research,” noted Monty Permenter
of the American Cancer Society in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi. “Their contributions help create a lasting
influence on individuals and families affected by
cancer.”

eDirect Patient Aid: Lydia Nadeu of the Carol G.
Simon Cancer Center in New Jersey added, “Today;,
your support helps our patients; individuals you
may never know, yet your generosity allows us to
continue this important work.”

* Combating Homelessness: “Thank you for making
sure that the homeless families and children that
we serve have the resources they need to move from
crisis to stability,” stated Katrina Bostick, CEO of
Family Promise of the Coastal Empire in Savannah,
Georgia.

e  Sustaining First Responders: Doug Clarke of the

Rocky Hill Fire Department in Connecticut said the
funds would help recruit and retain volunteer fire-
fighters as the department nears its centennial.

The Walk-Run is part of BAPS Charities’ broader
mission. Guided by the ethos, “In the joy of others lies
our own,” the organization coordinates global volunteer
efforts, disaster relief, and local community support.

As America approaches its 250th anniversary, thou-
sands walking together demonstrate a commitment to
advancing national ideals. These collective actions show
that true citizenship involves actively supporting and
uplifting our communities to create a more inclusive
future, organizers said.

“The 2026 Spirit of Service Walk-Run demonstrates
that collective local volunteerism can drive significant
social change. By supporting local initiatives and assist-
ing neighbors, citizens strengthen communities and set
a standard of civic responsibility for the future,” BAPS
said.

ABOUT BAPS CHARITIES

BAPS Charities is a global charity active in nine coun-
tries across five continents, with more than 50 years of
experience in humanitarian work.
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The Washington Post

As tourism booms in Rio, the city tries to

adapt without losing its identity

Ordering food from one of Rio de Janeiro’s beach
vendors used to require a mix of faith and Google
Translate. Now, at Barraca do Anténio on Ipanema
Beach, one of hundreds of long-standing kiosks on
the sand, a newly laminated menu offers a small but
telling update: Beneath the words aipim frito sits the
English translation, “fried cassava.”

Manoel Gomes Alves, the kiosk’s manager, proudly
holds up the menu as I spot a slightly botched
translation farther down the page: The typical
Brazilian cut of beef known as “contrafilé” is
translated here, quite literally, as “against (contra)
fillet (fil€) with fries.”

Behind him, young men are mixing caipirinhas and
showing off their portunhol, a Portuguese-leaning
Spanish mix heard in touristy spots. “They learned
on the beach,” Alves says. Alves, who has worked at
the same spot for 14 years, says this summer has
been his best yet. The scene points to Rio’s often
improvised adaptation to a growing international
audience. For decades, Brazil existed somewhat
outside mainstream travel, its famous beaches often
overshadowed by concerns about safety and
political instability. But that perception is quickly
changing.

By Carla Viann

Last year, the city welcomed a record 2.1 million
international tourists - 45 percent more than the
year before - led by visitors from Argentina, Chile
and the United States. And more than 1 million have
already arrived this year, according to official
tourism numbers.

English menus and multilingual staff may seem like
small details, but they reveal something bigger: a
city learning how to welcome the world without
sacrificing the people and customs that make it what
it is.

We're already seeing that tension play out on the
sands.

Rio’s beach economy, for one, has long been
informal, with prices fluid and open to negotiation.
The city recently started cracking down on vendors
who charge tourists more than locals for food,
drinks and souvenirs, a practice known as the
“oringo price.” Officials have even launched a study
to explore ways to standardize pricing across the
board, an unusual move in a city whose beach
culture is often guided by personal relationships.
Recently on Copacabana, a Spanish-speaking
promoter handed me a flier for a Reggaeton party.
She doesn’t even attempt Portuguese.

Photos By: Carla Vianna — For The Washington Post

“Latin Funk,” the neon paper reads, followed by the phrase Bem Brasil: “very
Brazilian.” Yet nothing about this interaction felt very Brazilian, mainly because
Reggaeton isn't a popular genre here. Beyond the beach, the city’s dining
landscape is going through its own transformation. Rio’s culinary scene has
long been defined by caipirinhas in plastic cups and unfussy post-beach meals,
all typically enjoyed at the same gritty dive bar. Food was never meant to be the

tourist-friendly Leblon,
Ipanema and Copacabana
neighborhoods. From the start,
owner Fernando Kaplan says,
the cafe offered flexible hours _~
and a light menu to fit Rio’s |
beach-centric routine.

“SO_Lo was created to really
serve the carioca public,’
Kaplan says, referring to
people born and raised in Rio.
“So much so that we have
customers who go two or three
times a day - for a coffee, then a
sandwich and maybe later a
yogurt.”

And the cariocas like it. In less
than three years, the cafe
expanded to four locations.
The local-first model still holds,
but the crowd is noticeably
shifting. At the Copacabana
location, especially, foreigners

beans. Some of these new food and bar concepts are opening in more local
neighborhoods, the ones that have rarely appeared on tourist itineraries. In
Laranjeiras, for example, Mercado Sio José, a historic building that sat
shuttered for seven years, was recently transformed into a food hall inspired by
such venues as New York’s Chelsea Market and Lisbon’s Time Out Market.
“I've noticed a higher flux of tourists in Laranjeiras, and that used to be really
rare,” says Lara Stahlberg, who lives in the neighborhood. Every now and then,
she’ll even hear a foreign accent at her local gym.

The new attractions are also pulling visitors beyond the typical tourist spots of
Ipanema and Copacabana, including to Rio’s favelas.

Recently, on my way to a yoga class in Vidigal, a hillside community perched
above Rio’s wealthiest neighborhoods, I watched two women step off the backs

main event here, but increasingly, it is.
When [ moved to Rio from New York City six years ago, brunch wasn'’t even a
concept. Instead, sustenance was buttered toast and a quick espresso at the
neighborhood bakery. Today, the long, lingering ritual is powering entire
restaurants. One of those eateries is SO_Lo Cafe, a health-forward all-day
brunch spot with locations in Rio’s

make up a growing share of
Kaplan’s clientele. He is now
hiring staff who speak English
or Spanish and is developing
an in-house English program,
where employees will learn
hospitality-specific language.
“We consider this super
important,” Kaplan says,
“because it makes foreigners
feel much more welcomed.”
Other restaurants that would
have felt out of place just a few
years ago are also flourishing
and spilling onto the sidewalks,
including Teva, a vegan spot
modeled after a New York deli;
Fatchia, a living-room-style
disco bar serving pizza; and
# Virtuoso, a natural wine bar
2 where veg-forward small plates
"% cost more than a traditional
| Brazilian lunch of rice and

of motorcycle taxis at a bend in the road that gives way to a sweeping view of the
beaches below. Wearing matching Brazil-themed T-shirts, they paused for a
photo before continuing uphill.

The scene would have been far less common a decade ago. Rio’s favelas,
traditionally low-income neighborhoods, have long been associated with crime
and drug trafficking and were considered largely unsafe for outsiders. It wasn't
until the lead-up to the 2014 World Cup and 2016 Olympics, when the city
launched a security and tourism initiative to “pacify” the most visible favelas,
that more tourists began visiting.

Today, places like Vidigal and Rocinha have become tourist attractions in their
own right with their panoramic views and rooftop bars, but the latest crowds

have been enticed by viral social media videos. .
Continued on Page 18
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF YOGA 2026
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Embassy 0f India In Washington Celebrates The 12th
International Day Of Yoga

By A STAFF WRITER

undreds of yoga enthusiasts

gathered to participate in the Em-

bassy of India’s celebration of the

12th International Day of Yoga on

June 19, 2026. Held at the iconic
Lincoln Memorial in Washington D.C.,
this year’s theme was ‘Yoga for Healthy
Ageing.’

Ambassador Vinay Kwatra addressed
the participants, speaking to yoga’s
universal appeal and its place as a shared
heritage for all of humanity. He empha-
sized India’s longstanding belief that
knowledge should be open and acces-
sible to everyone. It was in this spirit that
India introduced the resolution at the
United Nations to establish the Interna-
tional Day of Yoga, a resolution that went

PHOTOS: INDIAN EMBASSY

on to receive the backing of a record 175
member states.

An Ayurveda Corner was additionally
set up at the venue for the purpose of
disseminating information pertaining to
various traditional Ayurvedic practices
and associated products.

In the lead-up to IDY 2026, the Embas-
sy of India hosted a series of curtain-raiser

events at multiple locations, including the
historic Dupont Circle, Washington D.C.,
the headquarters of the World Bank, and

Hundreds of yoga enthusiasts gathered at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., June 19, 2026,
to mark the 12th International Day of Yoga which falls on June 21, and is a declared day by the

United Nations. The event was organized by the Indian Embassy.

organizations.

in collaboration with community-based

“19%h I

Above and below: Yoga instructors guiding the
participants on IDY 2026, in Washington, D.C.
June 19, 2026.

Embassy of India
Washi , USA

Inter ona
h

International Yoga Day 2026 @UN: A Global Gathering In Motion

BY ARCHANA ADALJA

-UNITED NATIONS
he United Nations’ North Lawn turned into an
open-air yoga studio June 18, 2026, as more than
800 yoga enthusiasts from different walks of
life gathered by the East River to mark the 12th

International Day of Yoga, organized by the Permanent
Mission of India to the UN, and celebrated under the
theme “Yoga for Healthy Ageing.”

As evening light fell across the North Lawn, partici-
pants unfurled mats in neat rows facing the river. The
program began with the traditional chanting of “Om,”
the sound rippling gently through the crowd before
instructors led the group through a sequence of asanas
and breathing exercises.

The mass yoga session unfolded symbolically in
the shadow of Mahatma Gandhi’s statue, a permanent
feature of the UN grounds. For many participants, the
sight of hundreds engaged in yoga near Gandhi’s likeness
evoked his ideals of peace, non-violence and harmony,
as well as India’s enduring philosophical contributions to
the world.

Yogmata Keiko Aikawa, the first female and non-Indian
Siddha Master, was the chief guest. The event featured
Common Yoga Protocol sessions and an advanced yoga
demonstration by the Art of Living Foundation. The Chair
of the International Day of Yoga Committee at the UN,
Dennis Scotto, served as the Master of Ceremony.

Diplomats in formal attire, UN officials, visiting del-
egations and local yoga enthusiasts moved in unison—
stretching, balancing and breathing together. The event
became a reminder that, at the UN, global cooperation
sometimes comes not in conference rooms, but on yoga
mats.

Speaking at the event, P Harish, Permanent Represen-

PHOTO: COURTESY PERMANENT MISSION OF INDIA TO THE UN

Yoga asanas seem to be a nice way to relax after a workday! Guests
at the International Yoga Day 2026 at the UN, practice asanas.

tative of India, underlined Yoga’s expanding global reach
and its role in promoting physical, mental, and spiritual
well-being across cultures and faiths. He emphasized
Yoga’s universal character and its roots in India’s ancient
wisdom, guided by the philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutum-
bakam, the world as one family.

This year’s theme, “Yoga for Healthy Ageing,” placed
older persons at the center of the observance. In a special
message, UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres un-
derscored how yoga can support societies facing unprec-
edented demographic change.

“From its deep roots in ancient India, yoga has become
truly universal, helping millions of all faiths and cultures
find calm, build strength and live with purpose,” he said,
noting that the practice can promote physical and mental
well-being, mobility and dignity for older people world-
wide.

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know

The current year’s theme directly aligns with the WHO
Decade of Healthy Ageing (2021-2030), which calls for
concrete efforts to keep older adults active, independent
and engaged. Gentle movement, stretching, and breath-
ing—core elements of yoga—can improve balance,
flexibility and strength, reducing the risk of falls and sup-
porting day-to-day functioning, while mindfulness and
breathing exercises help manage stress, anxiety and sleep.

“On this International Day,” Guterres urged, “let us
extend that care to the older members of our human fam-
ily and build a world where every generation can lead a
healthy life.”

The International Day of Yoga, observed each year on
21 June, was established after India proposed a resolution
at the UN General Assembly in 2014, which was endorsed
by a record 175 Member States. Introducing the idea,
India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi called yoga “a way
to discover the sense of oneness with yourself, the world
and the nature.” The 2023 UN event set a Guinness World
Record.

The UN’s observance of the Day speaks to urgent pub-
lic health and social priorities. The organization and the
World Health Organization recognize yoga as a low-cost,
accessible tool to encourage healthier lifestyle choices
and tackle physical inactivity, a key risk factor for non-
communicable diseases such as heart disease, cancer and
diabetes.

Each year, the Day highlights different facets of well-
being—ranging from mental health and resilience to
inclusivity and, in 2026, healthy ageing. The underlying
message is consistent: yoga can help individuals cope
with the pressures of modern life while fostering a sense
of interconnectedness with others and with the planet.

Yoga’s insight on the International Day of Yoga reso-
nated far beyond the postures themselves, as a call for
balance not only within individuals, but within commu-
nities and across generations in an ageing world.



18 June 26, 2026

ASTROLOGY

This week for you

ARIES: Opportunities may open doors for

career growth and business ex-

pansion. Guidance can help you

make decisions with confidence.

Your partner is likely to stand by
your side and bring emotional comfort.
Irregular routines could leave you feel-
ing exhausted, so maintaining rest and
healthy eating habits will be important.
Students are likely to achieve encouraging
academic results.

\‘ ’r improvement. Professional ad-
mony can improve Couples
advised to trust their skills despite outside

TAURUS: This month encourages self-
vice regarding fitness may prove
highly beneficial. Domestic har-

should focus on honest communication to

prevent misunderstandings. Students are
opinions. Socially, trying something new
may bring fresh connections.

GEMINI: Creative thinking and a re-
freshed attitude could help you
stand out. Financial rewards
come through consistent efforts.
Physically, you are likely to feel
energetic if you maintain a balanced diet.
Family responsibilities may demand at-
tention, but finding personal time will be
necessary. Romantic relationships could
require more care. Students may benefit
greatly from the support of mentors.

CANCER: Patience may help you over-
6\ come ongoing challenges. Fi-
\Q cause of delayed returns. While

caring for others, remember to
family life. Romantic bonds may deepen,
and some relationships could move to-
ness activities can improve physical and
emotional balance. Students who stay dis-

nancial pressure could arise be-
focus equally on your personal goals and
ward greater commitment. Joining well-
ciplined perform well academically.

LEO: Practicing mindfulness may bring
positivity. Loved ones could mo-

tivate you to pursue your am-

bitions. Recognition at work is

possible. Students exploring en-
trepreneurial opportunities may gain valu-
able learning experiences. Romance ap-
pears joyful, Those confused about career
choices may receive useful advice f Visiting
a peaceful or spiritual place may also help
clear your mind.

VIRGO: Innovative ideas may earn you
important  responsibilities  at
work. Financially, avoiding risk
and unnecessary spending would
be wise. Couples may enjoy
meaningful time together. Singles could
feel confident about expressing their feel-
ings to someone they admire. Helping rela-
tives bring satisfaction. Students aiming for
overseas education may receive positive
developments. Staying active can help you
maintain your desired fitness level.

E-mail: psharma@premastrologer.com Contact No -01147033152/40532026

LIBRA: Financial stability may allow you
to enjoy greater comfort. A sur-

prise could brighten your mood.
Family matters should be han-
dled calmly. Increasing physi-
cal activity may help you stay motivated.
Those planning to purchase property
should carefully verify all documents be-
fore making commitments. Students who
remain dedicated may achieve satisfying
progress.

SCORPIO: Responsibilities require you to

m make difficult choices involv-

ing family matters. Patience
will avoid unnecessary tension.
-

Romantic relationships bring
exciting moments. A short getaway could
prove refreshing. Financial gains are pos-
sible. Regular exercise and meditation
may help maintain wellness. Students are
likely to receive favorable results.

SAGITTARIUS: Relationships improve
when you make sincere ef-
% forts to understand your part-
ner. Thoughtful gestures can
strengthen romantic bonds fur-
ther. Your optimistic nature may create
harmony within the family environment.
Exploring different fitness routines could
bring impressive results Students may
feel highly motivated and could complete
pending tasks through hard work.

CAPRICORN: Your practical thinking
may help you succeed in de-

% Financial inflow looks promis-
ing, and investments could im-

during family discussions may help main-
tain peace at home. Minor health concerns
ally disappear. Students are encouraged
to stay fully committed to their studies, as

manding professional situations.
prove stability. Offering balanced advice
that slowed you down earlier may gradu-
this period supports academic growth.

AQUARIUS: Wise financial planning may
strenghten savings and help you
A [secure long-term benefits. Posi-
AVWW [tive changes create a pleasant
atmosphere. Good news could
lift your spirits this month. Romance may
feel emotionally fulfilling. Making lifestyle
improvements can enhance your overall
wellness. Students searching for practical
experience may come across rewarding
opportunities.

PISCES: This month may bring w prog-

ress in matters of relationships.

)—( Family disagreementscould arise

over sensitive issues, so patience

will be essential. Protecting your

peace of mind by avoiding unnecessary

arguments may prove beneficial. Regular

exercise and mindful eating habits can help

improve recovery and health. Students

should maintain respectful communica-

tion to preserve a positive reputation and
academic harmony.

As tourism hooms in Rio, the city tries
to adapt without losing its identity

By CARLA VIANNA

Continued From Page 16

t Rocinha’s Porta do Céu, or
“Gateway to Heaven,” tourists
line up to partake in the latest
trend: to have a drone capture
hem stepping through a
weathered door on a rooftop terrace and
walking toward the edge as the drone
pulls away. In front of them, a sea of brick
homes stretches across the hillside down
to the ocean, and the massive Pedra da
Gdavea mountain rises in the distance.

On the day I visited, I met a couple
from northern Brazil and one from
Canada. It was the Brazilian couple’s
second time touring the favela. As the
man opened the door for his partner,
the drone zipped overhead, capturing
the pair as they walked toward the ledge,
sat together in a chair and kissed for the
camera.

The videos began going viral this year,
driven largely by my guide, Carlos Alberto
Soares da Silva, who started posting
drone videos of the favela in 2018. “I used
to carry the drone in my bag and offer:
‘Want a video?’ I would charge 50 reais at
the time. The videos were terrible back
then,” he says.

This is now one of the most sought-af-
ter spots in the favelas; there can be waits
of up to three hours to access the Porta
do Céu rooftop during high season. On
the roof, there are at least a half-dozen
drone pilots, each with their own equip-
ment and tourist groups.

“Alot of the kids around here were
lost, caught up in crime,” Soares da Silva
says. “Today I see a ton of them working
in tourism. It’s really cool. They start an
Instagram, start making their own videos
- kids who were going down the wrong
path found a new purpose.”

Later, I met a family who opened their
own rooftop for a similar, yet more inti-
mate experience. They painted a mural
on the ledge and run a tiny bar from their
kitchen, selling lemonade, sodas and
caipirinhas. Owner Marcelo Campos says
his wife loves teaching Brazilian dance
steps to visitors, making the visit feel
more interactive. Most of the family now
works in the business.

“I'm very happy to see Rocinha being
viewed differently,” says Laryssa Silva, a
yoga teacher who lives in the neighbor-
hood. For a long time, she says, the com-
munity was seen as a “forbidden place.”

But while that perception is changing,
and bringing money in for new projects
for children and basic sanitation works,

not everyone is convinced that the ben-
efits are being distributed evenly. And the
makeup of the neighborhood is shifting,
with many longtime residents leaving,
renting or selling their homes for surreal
prices, all because outsiders are willing
to pay.

“Nowadays, you barely recognize
anyone anymore,” Silva says. “Rocinha
has always been crowded and chaotic,
but now, within an hour, you'll see more
than five groups of 15 tourists each being
guided through the community.”

Adam Newman, an American who
moved to the Vidigal favela in 2014,
worries that much of today’s tourism is
designed to move visitors through the
favelas as quickly as possible, with little
lasting benefit for the businesses there.

That’s what drove him to found Favela
Inc. The nonprofit organization includes
Brota, an incubator for community-led
projects, and Favela Experience, a tour
company that changes the focus from
“seeing” the favela to “meeting” the
people who live there.

Newman’s tours take visitors to see
local social projects, such as AmeViva,
which offers free yoga and jiu-jitsu class-
es to children and adults in underserved
communities. Visitors can participate in
different activities in each project - such
as a self-defense class at AmeViva - and
are given the opportunity to donate.

At Brota, locals can access free WiFi,
laptops, a recording studio and podcast
equipment. The goal, Newman says, is to
fuel opportunities within the community
and give residents the resources to build
businesses of their own.

“If you walk through the community
from one year to the next, the majority
of businesses will have changed names
or disappeared,” he says. “My major
concern is that 10 years from now, the
majority of people living here will not
have been from Vidigal.”

Weeks later, back on Ipanema Beach,
the translations on the Barraca do Uru-
guai menu remain imperfect. Contrafilé
com fritas is still rendered as “against
fillet with fries,” which somehow feels
fitting for a city learning to speak to the
world on its own terms.

But a fresh coconut is going for 15
reais, whether you're a local or not. When
I arrived six years ago, it cost 6 reais. The
question facing Rio now isn’'t whether
tourists will come. It’s how the city will
adapt without losing the people and
places that made visitors fall in love with
it in the first place.

“If profit isn't the only thing that’s pri-
oritized, and the well-being of the com-
munity is,” Newman says, “everything

TOPLACEADS
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CALL: 773-856-3445/
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happens differently.”
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Om Chants Echo Across Times Square In New York On
International Yoga Day

.....

J ' < - « .
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Yoga enthusiasts gathered at Times Square, NYC, to observe the 12th International Day of Yoga, IDY,
held June 21, 2026.

PHOTO:X.COM @INDIAINNEWYORK

PHOTO:ANI

he iconic Times Square popu- NmEn| P
larly called “the crossroads of s |t E "
the world’ resonated with chants ! 1
of “Om” as hundreds of yoga -
enthusiasts, members of the

Indian diaspora and wellness advocates
gathered to celebrate the International
Day of Yoga June 21, highlighting the
growing global appeal of the ancient
Indian practice. The theme of this year’s
celebration was “Yoga for Healthy Age-
ing”.
The Consulate General of India,
New York, in partnership with @
TimesSquareNYC, celebrated the 12th
International Day of Yoga at the iconic
Times Square, bringing together yoga
enthusiasts from diverse nationalities.
The Indian Consulate posted a video
with ‘Glimpses’ of the IDY event, as well
as pictures, on X.com @IndialnNewY-
ork. .

Speaking to ANI, Yoga Guru Dr HR as International Yoga' Day... Yoga
Nagendra, regarded as Prime Minister 1S very necessary .for \nner peace. ..
Narendra Modi’s yoga guru, credited him and I amp romoting it as much as
for taking yoga to the global stage. possible. . .

“Today is a great day because our ljjntreprenegr ar}d philanthropist
Prime Minister (Narendra Modi) brought Satish Gupta l_ughh.gh'_[ed the effprts
International Yoga Day to the world. of §-Vyasa University in advancing
Yoga is essential for healthy ageing... It yoga-based researcP and thgrapy.
is an ancient science that guides modern Gupta told B ol et
science to go beyond the physical... Ev- ?f S-Vyatlsla DisHETEsES Ty hafl come herg
eryone should practice yoga... so thatwe -0 Dellie.... ol i &l iy e I
can move forward and make the world i5 privilegetiolbe calebrating ithiere
one family,” he said. at the iconic ple}ce of the world...

Members of the Indian diaspora also S-Vyasa s offerlqg researchjbased
emphasized yoga’s role in promoting therapy and hoping to take it toa

. International
Teee Day of Yoga
©

PHOTO:X.COM @INDIAINNEWYORK

only way to achieve it... Everyone
will continue to do Yoga daily, which
will give everyone a chance to live
their life towards Healthy Ageing.”

This year’s theme, ‘Yoga for
Healthy Ageing), reflects the growing
global emphasis on healthy and ac-
tive living across the lifespan.

As populations age and non-com-
municable diseases and lifestyle-
related health concerns rise globally,
the emphasis is shifting from simply
adding years to life to enhancing
health span, quality of life and over-
all well-being.

PHOTO:ANI

health, inner peace and global harmony. levgl where people practice Yoga in Renowned yoga guru HR Nagendra was among the The International Day of Yoga is'
Prem Bhandari told ANI, “I am thank- their hoqseholds.” . high-profile attendees and community activist observed annually on June 21 an.d is
ful to Yoga Guru Dr HR Nagendra Guruji Speakmg to ANI on the occasion, Prem Bhandari Speak"jg at lh_e June 21, 2026 2026, celebrated across the worl_d to raise
for the message of Yoga from here to- S-Vyasa Uqlver31WV1ce Changel— IDY celebration at Times Square. awareness gbout the physwal, men-
day... It is the dream of Guruji that VYASA  10f Dr Manju Nath Sharma said the tal and spiritual benefits of yoga.
University is established here... We want Eheme of this year’s ce_leb’r' O sion for all of us... This year our theme is
i@ (alke (s vk el T s i@ The Yoga for Hea'lth‘y Ageing”. . Healthy Ageing because everyone wants -ANI wiTH ADDON FROM DEsI TALK
PM of India for having 21st June declared Sharma said, “This is a special occa- to age in a healthy way and Yoga is the

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know
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CLASSIFIED

ST. LOUIS MO
Wanted Gas Station Manager
Single or Couple St Louis MO
Good Salary and Accommodation
Provided. Legal Status Require.
CALL 314-497-3292 or

314-330-4621
06/19-07/10-MS

LANCASTER PENNSYLVANIA
*Need Experienced Single / Couple
for Housekeeping for Franchise Motel.
*Cook for cooking Indian Food
and Restaurant help.
Accommodation provided on premises.

Call / Text: (717) 844 3202
05/29-06/26-SL

CAREGIVER NEEDED
Energetic Female English / Hindi
speaking Caregiver for an elderly

female stroke patient. Compassionate
& patient; training provided.
Duties : personal care, mobility,
hygiene, feeding, support.
Private Room with meals provided.

Call 410-440-3266
06/19-07/10-SL

NEW YORK
REAL ESTATE OFFICE
Needs Female Receptionist
Proficient in English & Hindl,
Real Estate experience preferred.
Call/Text Mathew: 917-539-1652

Or Text Jay 212-729-7996
06/05-07/03-SH

COLORADO
Full time Single / Couple for a gas
station in Denver, Colorado.
Experience preferred, ready to train.
Accommodation available with small
rent. Text or WhatsApp:

714-588-5313.
06/05-07/03-SL

UPPER SADDLE RIVER, NJ
Family in Upper Saddle River looking
for Live in Housekeeper/Nanny. week-
ends only (Friday-Sunday) or full time
will be considered. Family is vegetar-
ian. If interested please contact:

(732) 754-0271
06/26-SD

BUSINESS FOR SALE

RESTAURANT HELP WANTED

KISSIMMEE, FLORIDA
Own turnkey business Profitable
7-Eleven in Kissimmee, FL.
established 7-Eleven franchise in a
high-traffic,tourist-friendly area.
World's #1 convenience store $2.2M
Annual Sales $250K Plus Annual Profit
Raja 321-689-6568
rajapaleja@gmail.com

Maharaja Realty
06/12-07/03-SH|

EATON, PA
Indian Fast Cuisine Restaurant
required Couple for Food preparation
assistance and Counter handling.
Should be Honest & hardworking.
Basic English communication is
preferred. Good Salary +Friendly Work
Environment. Phone: 586-213-0356

Email: ts22@tikkashack.com
05/29-06/26-SD

FLORIDA NEAR DISNEY
Kitchen Helpers, Cooks & Waiters
Accommodation, Transportation
Will Be Provided
Call Dhillon - 407 925 4145”

06/19-07/10-MS

MANHATTAN, NY

Baby sitter needed in
Manhattan, New York.

Must have prior childcare
experience in the US.
Must be fluent in English.

For inquiries, text message
your name and location to
this number

+1-774-345-3434

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HOME IMPROVEMENT

JOB OPPORTUNITY AT THE PERMANENT MISSION OF INDIA

TO THE UNITED NATIONS

1. Age: 20 years to 40 years

plications/ word processing software.

Applications are invited for one post of Protocol Assistant cum Clerk/Typist
in the Permanent Mission of India to the United Nations, New York.
Requirements are as follows:

2. Educational & Professional qualifications: Bachelors degree holder.
Candidates with work experience in United Nations Missions preferred.

3. Skills required (Protocol Assistant & Clerk /Typist) : Fluency in English
mandatory, working knowledge of Hindi preferable. Preference will be given for
good writing skills, excellent communication, good knowledge of computer ap-

4. Applicant must either be US Citizen or Green Card holder/Permanent Resident
and have valid work permit at the time of recruitment.

5. For job description and more details please visit
https://www.pminewyork.gov.in/vacancy

6. Resume/ CV along with copies of educational qualifications, passport, and visa
(if applicable) may be sent by post/ e-mail/ by hand latest by 24 July 2026 to:

Software Engineer (Wilmington, DE)

Develop cloud-based software solutions using Python, Shell, Java, & Go.
Automate AWS resource provisioning with Terraform Infrastructure-as-Code
modules. Build & maintain CI/CD pipelines & configuration management
workflows. Deploy & manage Kubernetes microservices using manifests & Helm.
Implement monitoring with Prometheus, CloudWatch, Grafana, & custom metrics/
alerts. Integrate security & performance telemetry using Signal Sciences & YACE.
Administer & troubleshoot Linux servers to ensure system stability. Collaborate with

cross-functional teams throughout the SDLC. Provide on-call support via PagerDuty,
diagnosing & resolving production issues. Travel to various unanticipated client loca-

tions within the USA for 2 or 3 days for every 3 months to check the implementation
of the applications. Must have bachelor’s in computers/ electronics / engineering

management / Info. Sys/ Related + 6 months exp. as Soft. Engineer / Data Engineer

| Soft. Developer / Site Stability Engineer / Related.
Respond to President, Tek Risers LLC, 2500 Limestone Rd., Suite # 200-C,
Wilmington, DE 19808.

06/26-1Q

Prepare for power outages with Briggs
& Stratton® PowerProtect(TM) standby
generators - the most powerful home
standby generators available. Industry-
leading comprehensive warranty - 7
years ($849 value.) Proudly made in
the U.S.A.

Call Briggs & Stratton

1-888-605-1496.
NY SCAN

SERVICES TV INTERNET PHONE

PEST CONTROL:

Attache (Admin)
Permanent Mission of India to the United Nations
235 East, 43rd Street, New York, NY-10017
Fax: (212)-490-9656/57
E-mail: ,_.admn.newyorkpmi@mea.gov.in , ga.newyorkpmi@mea.gov.in,
india.newyorkpmi@mea.gov.in

06/26-JG|

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests

safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed

Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and
other pests. Locally owned and afford-
able. Call for service or an inspection
today! 1-877-290-0023 Have zip code

of property ready when calling!
NY SCAN

SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS!
Up to 75% More than 500 AIRLINES
and 300,000 HOTELS across the
world. Let us do the research for you
for FREE!

Call: 877 988 7277

NY SCAN

MISCELLANEOUS

Consumer Cellular -
the same reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees and activation
is free. All plans feature unlimited talk
and text, starting at just $20/month.
For more information,

call 1-844-919-1682
NY SCAN

TV INTERNET PHONE

The power of

ADVERTISING é v yowur leands/ R

s MARK
WWW.NEWSINDIATIMES.COM 1 '

[

DIRECTV-

All your entertainment. Nothing on your
roof! Sign up for Directv and get your
first three months of Max, Paramount+,
Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax
included. Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.

Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918
NY SCAN
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Looking for a shipping partner?
ShipGlobal leads the way!

Express Services

Air Freight
Warehousing
eCommerce Solutions
Domestic Trucking

SHiP GLOBAL

GLOBAENSHIF P f A

The country in your heart is never too far, 5-7 days delivery to India

212 382 1741 | sales@shipglobal.us
www.shipglobal.us

SUDHIR M. PARIKH, M.D., FACAAI

Founder and Chairman

Diplomate of American Board of Allergy and Immunology, Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine and Pediatrics
Clinical Associate Professor-RW] Med School NYU School of Medicine.

CENTER FOR ASTHMA & ALLERGY (New Jersey)
ASTHMA ALLERGY MEDICAL CARE (New York)
ALLERGY & ASTHMA ASSOCIATES OF MURRAY HILL (New York City)

PURVI PARIKH, M.D., FACP

Vice Chairman

Sreenivasrao Amara, M.D.
Rachel Bautista, M.D.
Herb Chin, P.A.
Grace Dela Cruz PA.
Paul Ehrlich, M.D.
Deborah V. Fishman, M.D.
Faina Gutin, M.D.

Shehnaz Halani, P.A.
Shameen Khan, M.D.
Majinder Kaur, M.D.
Shari Klig, M.D.
Lin Li, M.D.
Wei Wei Li, M.D.

Clement Maccia, M.D.

Fariha Malek, N.P.
Brian Novick, M.D.
Purvi Parikh, M.D.
Susan Panes, M.D.
Shivani Patel, P.A.
Vimala Patel, N.P.
Hinal Patel, P.A.

Steven Peltz, M.D.
Martin Pine, M.D.
Afreen Quraishi, P.A.
Karen Reaves, P.A.
Aliona Rudys, M.D.
Radha Shah, N.P.
Eun Sheen, M.D.

Fawzi Suliaman, M.D.
Michael Teitel, M.D.
Anant Warren, M.D.

NEW JERSEY LOCATIONS - CENTER FOR ASTHMA & ALLERGY - WWW.CENTERFORASTHMAALLERGY.COM (SUDHIR PARIKH, M.D., P.A.)

18 North Third Ave.
Highland Park, NJ 08904
Tel 732-545-0094
Fax: 732-545-4087

617-79th Street
No. Bergen, NJ 07047
Tel: 201-854-8119
Fax: 201-854-4875

300 Hudson Street
Hoboken, NJ 07030
Tel: 201-792-5900
Fax: 201-792-5320

1818 Oak Tree Rd.
Edison, NJ 08816
Tel: 732-205-0343
Fax: 732-205-0348

1018 Broad Street
Bloomfield, NJ 0703
Tel: 973-893-0093
Fax: 973-893-0090

222 Schanck Rd. # 203
Freehold, NJ 07728
Tel: 732-431-8266
Fax: 732-294-9794

200 Perrine Rd. Suite 207
Old Bridge, NJ 08857
Tel: 732-727-2530
Fax: 732-441-0490

926 North Wood Ave
Linden, NJ 07036
Tel: 908-925-3318
Fax: 908-95-86462

65 Mountain Blvd. Ext. 107
Warren, NJ 07059

D3 Brier Hall Ct.
East Brunswick, NJ 08816
Tel: 732-257-4008
Fax: 732-257-1958

2566 Nottingham Way
Trenton, NJ 08619
Tel: 609-587-3041
Fax: 609-587-9347

546 Westfield Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: 908-232-1565
Fax: 908-232-9301

TOLL FREE 1-800-535-5227

NEW YORK CITY - ALLERGY & ASTHMA ASSOCIATES OF MURRAY HILL
WWW.ALLERGYASTHMANYC.COM

25 Kensington Ave,
Jersey City, NJ 07304
Tel: (201) 434-4932

90 Millburn Ave,
Ste 200, Millburn NJ 07041
Tel: 973-763-5787
Fax: 973-763-8568

Tel: 732-627-0900
Fax: 732-560-7388

NEW YORK LOCATIONS - ASTHMA ALLERGY MEDICAL CARE (SUDHIR PARIKH, M.D., P.C.)

68 Nassau Road 111 Smithtown Bypass 2004 Grand Avenue 984 North Broadway 118-21 Queens Blvd

_ Huntington, Suite 219 Baldwin, Suite 307 Suite 601,
161 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10016 NY 11743 Hauppauge, NY 11788 NY 11510 Yonkers, NY 10701 Forest Hills, NY 11375
Tel: 212-685-4225, Fax: 212-696-5682 Tel: 631-423-5590 Tel: 631-724-3355 Tel: 516-223-7656 Tel: 914-476-8877 Tel: 718-544-2066

Fax: 631-423-9137 Fax: 631-724-9751 Tel: 516-223-7656 Fax: 914-476-4754 Fax: 718-544-6664
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MOTEL HELP WANTED

MOTEL

MOTEL HELP WANTED

SOUTH DAKOTA
Need an experienced couple for front
desk and housekeeping in Franchise
motel in, South Dakota. Attractive salary
and accommodation provided.
Please call 630-656-2006
if interested!
05/29-06/26-SD)|

NEW YORK & MARYLAND GARDEN CITY, LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK
Franchise Hotel and BALTIMORE, MARYLAND Franchise Hotel seeks
FRONT DESK CLERKS and NIGHT AUDITORS with fluent English and computer
skills looking for long-term employment with excellent salary and accommodation
provided. Manager positions available with experience and education looking for
growth-oriented company and bonus potential.

CALL/TEXT: (516) 946-1000 or Email Info/Resume to: hoteljobsny@gmail.com

05/01-06/26-SD|

MOTEL HELP WANTED

AKRON, OHIO
Need one person for running a
small 25 unit motel in Akron, OH.
Manager quarter available.
Please call 330-671-1107.
05/29-07/03-SH|

OHIO/FLORIDA
Single/Couple needed for Assistant
Manager, Front Desk/Night Audit,
Housekeeping & Laundry at Franchise
Hotel. Accommodation Provided.

Whats App: 850-345-7992
06/05-07/03-SH

ST. LOUIS MO
Seeking Motel Manager and
Night Auditor for a franchise motel in
St. Louis, MO. Legal status is required.
Good Salary and
Accommodation Provided.

CALL 314-497-3292 or 314-330-4621
06/12-07/03-MS

COLLEGE STATION,TX
Franchise Upper Middle scale Hotel
in College Station, TX need General

Manager. Minimum 2 Years experience
required. Legal Status must. Good
Pay and accommodation provided.

Contact: 303-919-6784.

Email: Lcheela@gmail.com
06/12-07/03-SD

NEW MEXICO
Franchise Motel in Rio Rancho,
New Mexico needs Single or Couple
for Front Desk / Night Auditor.
Experience with legal status preferred.
Accommodation provided.

Call Jay (316) 207 2176
06/19-07/10-SL

Need Motel Manager, Full Service
Holiday Inn Manager IHG
certified, Banquet Manager and
Holiday Inn Express Manager.
Also need Housekeeping Staff.
Good salary, free accommodation.

PHILADELPHIA AND NEW JERSEY
Need Legal Front Desk,
Housekeeping Couple and Laundry
Person. Accommodation provided.

OHIO
Need Single / Couple Front Desk,
Night Auditor, Housekeeping for
Motel near Columbus OH - 43025.
Experienced preferred, ready to train.

VIRGINIA
36 rooms Independent motel in
Central Virginia needs two couples
for Housekeeping. Good pay and

Housekeeping and Laundry for
Franchise Motel in Toledo, Ohio and
Warren, Michigan. Free accommodtion
provided. Michigan
Call / Text Girish (734) 612 4558,

Ohio Call / Text Vipul (313) 598-4785.
06/26-07/17-SL

Need Single / Couple Housekeeping
help for Franchise Motel in
Cleveland, OH 44087.
Experience preferred, ready to train.
Free accommodation provided.

Call (440) 755 3489.
06/26-07/17-SL

Email resume: Min. 2 years experience. Accommodation can be arranged. Accommodation will be provided.
peter@pdkhotels.com / 732-447-7281 Call Sunny (740) 404 7478 Call:314 755 5669
(503) 888 6455 06/19-07/17-JG 06/19-07/17-SL 06/26-07/17-SD
06/19-07/17-SL
OHIO & MICHIGAN NORTH DAKOTA
Single / Couple Front Desk, OHIO Need Single Experienced Night Auditor PENNSYLVANIA & MARYLAND

| Front Desk for 7 nights weekly for
Franchise Motel in Grand Forks, ND
58201. Salary $1000 weekly with
Free accommodation.

Call Paramijit Singh (218) 251 4076.
06/26-07/24-SL

Experienced Housekeeping Couple
needed for Marriott in Exton, PA
and Night Auditor for Choice Hotel in
Hagerstown, MD. Good Pay,
free accommodation.

Call Ken (434) 422 2626
06/26-07/24-SL

FLORIDA
Urgent Help Needed
Franchise Multiple Motels in Florida
needs experienced live-in manager-
Housekeepers couple, Night auditor,
Accountant and front desk person
and Wyndham,Choice and Hilton
experienced GMS. Must be franchised
experience. LOOKING FOR FULL
TIME DRIVER HELP.
Call or Text: B.P 386-566-8761 or

email:bps1018@gmail.com
06/05-06/26-SD

DURHAM,NC
Independent motel in Durham, NC
urgently needed help for Laundry,
Miscellaneous work and Night desk

clerk. Legal status must.
Accommodation will be provided.

CONTACT: 609-317-3177
06/26-07/24-SD

JUNCTION - TEXAS
Need experienced Single / Couple
for Front Desk, Night Auditor &
Housekeeping / Laundry help for
Franchise Quality Inn & Suites in
Junction, TX 76849. Legal must.
Free accommodation provided.

Call (830) 377 4331
06/26-07/24-SL

KENNEDY, TEXAS
Seeking Innkeeper at 30 rooms
Independent motel at Kenedy Texas.
24 x 7 couple/single, Excellent salary &

Accommodation provided.

Legal status/work permit reqd.

Email resume:

pratappatell@gmail.com

Prat 661-304-5412.
06/19-08/07-SH

TV INTERNET PHONE TV INTERNET PHONE

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET.
If you are overpaying for your service,
call now for a free quote and see how
much you can save!

1-877-461-0663
NY SCAN

Get Boost Infinite!
Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G Networks,

One Low Price! Call Today and Get
The Latest iPhone Every Year On Us!

844-329-9391
NY SCAN

Post yo

M\()‘);TEL HIl;]‘I?JP
ur classified Ads.now!! 2 4 / 7

212-675-7515
For all newspapers, 2s2ic252 Newsiioia [[5] www.newsindiatimes.com
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BUSINESS/SERVICES DIRECTORY

MATRIMONIAL

DEGREE EVALUATION ACCOUNTANTS/CPA ACCOUNTANTS/CPA
FEMALE MALE
IMMIGRATION HELP & ANJAY ACCOUNTAX SERVICE NJ LLC
FOREIGN DEGREE TEJAS S. KAPADIA, ESQ. Harish Hathiwala, CPA
SHALLATIENY Waldwick, NJ 07463 Specializing in

Marwari / Maheshwari US citizen,
29yrs, 5'7", B Tech, having family
business, New York based,
never married looking for an
educated, family oriented girl.
Send Bio-data / photo :
m_wari@yahoo.com / (917) 684 1849

06/05-06/26-SL

For foreign degree evaluation,
immigration help, college
admission, language
translation/interpretation

Please call us

718-445-2790
or visit
www.degreeevaluationcom
www.translationmaster.org

Small Business and Non-profit Org.

Accounting , Auditing , Income Tax
Individual - Business - Corporation
New Business Set Up Service
Jersey City: (201) 656-2000
NY City: (212) 714-1988
Central Jersey: (908) 837-9030
Orlando: (407) 403-6582

Hindu Parents seeking US Raised
30 to 33 years Medical Professionals
for their 30 years US born citizen
daughter. PharmD student (last year)
based in Los Angeles, CA.
Email: ujm03477@gmail.com

201-632-1529
tejas@kapadialaw.com

Real Estate, Business,
Wills (Estate Planning),
Immigration & General
Law, Practicing in
New York & New Jersey.
Enrolled Agent with IRS.

07/04- 06/26/26-sd

06/05-07/17-SD

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.

ACCOUNTANTS/CPA
HOW TO CREATE TAX FREE ASSETS?

08/15-11/14- SH
08/15-08/07/26-sd

ACCOUNTANTS/CPA

MUSIC |

Calderone School of Music

ESTABLISHED 1975 NJ Registered Professional Provider

HEMISH S. KAPADIA, CPA, EA, MBA, MS
SUSHIL T. KAPADIA, CPA, EA, ACA

Enrolled Agent with IRS, Certified
Public Accountant, Chartered

72 year old Punjabi Hindu man, Private Lessons on All Instruments

SHIV KUMAR SAHANI

Rockland County, NY,
seeking marriage.
(845) 365-0737

06/12-07/03-JG

Easy three step process: Call, get cash
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-888-704-5670

NY SCAN

and Virtual Lessons.

East Hanover (973) 428-0405
Springfield (973) 467-4688
www.calderoneschoolofmusic.com

Accountant, Former Tax Auditor &
Assistant to Income Tax Commissioner - NYC.
44+ years in practice.

Tel: (201) 434-3648

08715-08/07726-sd

epaper.desitalk.com

-07/03/26-07/23/27-sd

Agent, New York Life Insurance Co.
646-644-0174
H Oun Yeam Of Agents Are Ready To Help! }
PRIYA SAHANI - (917) 723-6684
RAVI SURTI - (614) 578-7070
ARISH K. SAHANI - (646) 644-2139

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1972 }
"Making Friends Through Service"

AUTO DONATIONS AUTO DONATIONS AUTOS WANTED HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

Donate your car today, running or
not. Support Patriotic Hearts for our
Veterans and their Families! Free fast
pickup. May be tax deductible.

Se habla Espafiol.

Call now: 844-415-1229
NY SCAN

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax credit for
2026. Call Heritage for the Blind
Today at 1-855-484-3467 today!

NY SCAN

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your
old, busted or junk car with no hoops,
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to

Peddle. Easy three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pickup. Fast payment.

Call 1-855-403-3374
NY SCAN

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER?
STORM DAMAGE?
You need a local expert provider that
proudly stands behind their work. Fast,
free estimate. Financing available.

Call 1-877-318-7982
NY SCAN

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY!
Superior quality bath and shower
systems at AFFORDABLE PRICES!
Lifetime warranty & professional
installs. Call Now! 1-877-271-0003

NY SCAN

UNLOCK THE DOOR <

TO A LIFETIME OF
%/7/7{/2&99,

j())oe &

(ug/zfe/

POST YOUR AD TODAY, AND LET US
CONNECT YOU WITH POTENTIAL
MATCHES!

www.newsindiatimes.com

(©) 773-856-0545
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ABHAY DATAR

Platinum Sponsor
Dr. Navin Mehta

Gold Sponsors

Dr. Anjum Swaroop
Dr. Anand Swaroop
Tushar Vakharia
Dr. Tushar Patel

Sponsors

ep Alive Boll lywood , z .‘ _.
% QQ@IEJBC@@QDQLW@@@H : o
E@[ﬁ@ GISEGL _IEI@@L@“

I'....al‘_

-
FANI 1, H MALVI KAVITHA HERUGU

Zelle
Satish Mullick - 862-812-9111
."2:& mba@‘gg
Pradip Shah - 201-285-9973
Aishwarya Phatak - 908-451 -1907
Anoop Bhargava - 732-407-5788

Neelam Jain - 732-735-1358 e 4
Anima Johari - 732-986-6144 ANIMA JOHARI

A e e BNSCTEP

Arun Aranke




