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Indian American Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi

Loses US Senate Bid From lllinois

By ErLa DutT

wo hours into the election night
vote count, (10 pm Eastern
Time) it became apparent that
the leading Indian American
Congressman in the House of
Representatives, Raja Krishnamoorthi, D-
Illinois, had lost his bid for the US Senate,
in the March 17 Democratic primaries
in Illinois. With 67 percent of the vote
counted, Krishnamoorthi was about 6
points (39.3%-33.6%) behind Lt. Gov.
Juliana Stratton, who had the backing of
Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker.

The loss also translates to into one less
voice for the Indian American commu-
nity in the halls of Congress — a bipar-
tisan voice with a record of legislation,
and committee appointments that were
achievements in and of themselves.

FATHER.

PHOTO: Banner on campaign website @Rajaforil

The 52 year-old lawmaker was de-
scribed by the New York Times as an
“ambitious political operator” as well as
“a fundraising juggernaut.” If elected, he
would have been the 2nd Indian Ameri-
can Senator after former Vice President
Kamala Harris.

His biography on the Congressional
website is a testament to his accomplish-
ments.

Elected to Congress in 2016, he is now
in his fifth term (till this November 3 gen-
eral elections) representing
Illinois’ 8th District, which
includes Chicago’s west and
northwest suburbs as well
as the 41st ward of the city.

He took the risk of losing
this stronghold when he saw
what seemed an opportu-
nity to replace long time
incumbent Senator Dick
Durbin who was retiring.
Krishnamoorthi ran despite
a crowded field of fellow
Democratic contenders.
Anyone who won in this
blue distrct was a shoe-in
come November.

Running an aggressive
campaign that criss crossed
the state, Krishnamoorthi
secured impressive en-
dorsements, and pointed
out he was proud of 80,000
individual contributions
when large donations were
questioned. But he faced
a formidable opponent in
Juliana Stratton who had the backing of
Party heavy weights.

The news outlet Politico noted that,
“Stratton overcame a crowded Demo-
cratic contest for the state’s open Senate
seat, defeating front-runner Rep. Raja
Krishnamoorthi with the help of millions
of dollars of outside spending — much
of it from her old running mate, Gov. JB
Pritzker.”

New York Times’ data analysis showed
Stratton was successful in urban Cook
County and smaller cities while Krish-
namoorthi was successful in Chicago
suburbs and rural parts of the state.
Indian Americans, while not necessarily
decisive in the vote, are concentrated in

the Chicago suburbs.

The Congressman lives with his wife
Priya, a physician, and 3 children in Scha-
umburg, Illinois, a northwestern suburb
of Chicago.

Only in America

Calls to the Congressman upon the
results being declared were not returned.

PHOTO: Facebook @rajaforil

But his office promptly sent a statement
saying —

“I called Lieutenant Governor Juli-
ana Stratton and congratulated her on
winning this primary. I trust that she will
continue the lasting legacy that Senator
Durbin leaves behind.

“Only in America can an immigrant
with twenty-nine letters in his name go
from public housing and food stamps
to the halls of Congress. I will continue
to fight for our country, the greatest
on Earth, to make the United States of
America the kind of country we all still
believe in.”

In his concession speech, Krish-
namoorthi said, “Obviously, this is not the
result we sought. But, unlike Trump, I will

Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi

not question the result. ”

Journey to Capitol Hill

A political being since early on, Krish-
namoorthi worked on President Obama’s
Senate campaign years before he entered
the White House.

While in Congress, Krishnamoorthi
most recently has been serving as Rank-

‘\‘.pd-. -_.‘(*

Raja Krishnamoorthi on the campaign trail.

ing Member of the Select Committee on
the Strategic Competition Between the
United States and the Chinese Com-
munist Party, making him the first South
Asian American in history to lead a Con-
gressional Committee for his Party.

He also on the House Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence and the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government
Reform as Ranking Member of the Sub-
committee on Health Care and Financial
Services.

The Congressman is a Vice-Chair of the
Equality Caucus and Co-Chair of the Con-
gressional Asian Pacific American Caucus
(CAPAC) Immigration Task Force. In
addition, he is the founder and Chairman
of the bipartisan Congressional Caucus to

_" v rrﬁ_j;v o oS

End Youth Vaping and the bipartisan Solar
Caucus.

The son of Indian immigrants who was
raised in Peoria, Illinois where he attend-
ed public schools and was a valedictorian
of his high school class.

Scholarships and student loans helped
him to graduate summa cum laude from

Princeton University with

_— degree in mechanical
engineering and a certificate
from the Princeton School

of Public and International
Affairs. He then graduated
with honors from Harvard
Law School and clerked for a
federal judge before practic-
ing law in Chicago.
{  While practicing law he
was appointed by Illinois
Attorney General Lisa Ma-
digan as a Special Assistant
Attorney General to help
start the state’s Public Integ-
| rity Unit created to root out
| corruption in Illinois.

As a member of the II-
linois Housing Development
d Authority, the Congressman
chaired the Audit Com-
mittee, helping to provide
thousands of low and
moderate-income families
across the state with afford-
able housing, his biography

notes.

Congressman Krishnamoorthi also
served as Illinois Deputy Treasurer, where
he oversaw the state’s technology venture
capital fund and where he is credited with
helping make programs such as the state’s
unclaimed property program leaner and
more efficient.

He worked in the private sector, serv-
ing as president of research-oriented
small businesses developing technology
in the national security and renewable
energy industries. Representative Krish-
namoorthi also served as the Vice-Chair
of the Illinois Innovation Council and
co-founded InSPIRE, a non-profit that
provides inner-city students and veterans
with training in solar technology.

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know
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SPECIAL REPORT

Brandon Shah Killed In Shooting At Old Dominion Was A
Highly Decorated Military Leader

By A STAFF WRITER

is biography on the ROTC website still reads in the

present tense and has not yet been taken down. It

is a testament to this high-achieving serviceman,

Lt. Col. Brandon Shah, who was cruelly gunned

down March 12, 2026, when a man barged into
his classroom while he was teaching at Old Dominion
University, Virginia.

The ‘Professor of Military Science & Department Chair’
had served on the front numerous times and returned
alive, making it even more ironic that he died at home.
According to a Washington Post article, Rizwan Shah,
said his cousin Brandon Shah’s father was of Pakistani
descent.

The FBI is treating the shooting as a terror attack and
has identified the killer as Mohamed Bailor Jalloh, 36,a
former Army National Guard, who, according to news
reports, was previously convicted in a terrorism case in-
volving ISIS. He was killed when some of Shah’s students
intervened.FBI Director Kash Patel posted the following
onX:

“Earlier today, an armed individual opened fire at Old
Dominion University, leaving one person dead and two
others wounded. The shooter is now deceased thanks to
a group of brave students who stepped in and subdued
him - actions that undoubtedly saved lives along with the
quick response of law enforcement.” The FBI is inves-
tigating the shooting as an act of terrorism and its Joint
Terrorism Task Force “is fully engaged, embedded with
local authorities, and providing all resources necessary in
the investigation.”

Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) Brandon A. Shah was a na-
tive of Virginia, an alumnus and commissionee of Old
Dominion University (ODU), and at the time of his death,
was a Professor of Military Science (PMS) at ODU’s Army
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC).

Shah enlisted into the Army in 2003 as an Aviation
Operations Specialist. While enlisted, he obtained the
rank of Sergeant before transitioning, according to his
biography. On completing his enlisted service, which
included service in the Active Duty Army, Army Reserves,
and Virginia Army National Guard, Brandon graduated
from Old Dominion University.

During his tenure in the Army, Shah was deployed in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Endur-
ing Freedom, and a rotation to Atlantic Resolve. Since his
ODU commissioning, LTC Shah earned his Army Aviation
Senior Aviator wings, flown more than 1,200 hours in 3
different aircraft, and completed over 600 combat flight
hours.

Shah last served as the Brigade S3 in the 3rd Combat
Aviation Brigade, Hunter Army Airfield, Savannah, GA.
Before Brigade S3, he served as the Squadron S3 in the
3-17 Air Cavalry Squadron overseeing modernization
efforts for Attack Helicopters. Brandon’s command time
exceeds 36 months which includes a command in A/1-3

0ld Dominion University campus following the shooting incident
March 12, 2026.

PHOTO: ODU.EDU

PHOTO: ABC AFFILIATE WVEC VIA REUTERS.

PHOTO: X@GOVERNORVA

Police deploy after a gunman opened fire at Old Dominion University
in Norfolk, U.S., March 12, 2026, in a still image from video.

H

Lt. Col. Brandon Shah was killed today in his
classroom at Old Dominion University.

X

Governor Abigail Spanberger %
@GovernorVA - Follow

A devoted ROTC instructor, Lt. Col. Shah didn't just
lead a life of service to our country, he taught and
led others to follow that path.

8:00 PM - Mar 12, 2026

®

Screenshot of Governor Spanberger’s post.

Attack Reconnaissance Battalion, A/3-17 Air Cavalry
Squadron, and B/603 Aviation Support Battalion. His
service assignments include the 101st Airborne Division,
82nd Airborne Division, XVII Airborne Corps, United
States Forces-Iraq, and 3rd Infantry Division.

Shah earned multiple degrees, Bachelor of Science in
Sociology and a Military Science Minor from ODU, an
MBA from the University of Georgia, and an MS in Engi-
neering Management from the University of Kansas.

His individual awards include the Senior Army Avia-
tor Badge, Combat Action Badge, Parachutist Badge, and
Air Assault Badge. In addition, Shah has the Bronze Star
(2 awards), Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meri-
torious Service Medal (2 awards), Air Medal with Valor,
Joint Service Commendation Medal, Army Commenda-
tion Medal (3 awards), Joint Service Achievement Medal,
Army Achievement Medal (2 awards) and numerous
campaign and unit awards.

PHOTO: SCREENSHOT

Governor of Virginia Abigail Spanberger, issued a
statement praising Shah. “Lt. Col. Brandon Shah was
killed today in his classroom at Old Dominion Univer-
sity. A devoted ROTC instructor, Lt. Col. Shah didn’t just
lead a life of service to our country, he taught and led
others to follow that path,.” Spanberger said in her post
on X. “I am grateful for his example, deeply saddened by
his death, and praying for his family. Amid this tragedy,

I thank the brave students, first responders, and law
enforcement officers who responded quickly to today’s
horrific attack,” she added.

News reports based on an FBI press conference said
the killer shouted “Allah hu Akbar” before shooting. It
also appears that the shooter did not die of gunshot
wounds.

Tributes poured in for Lt. Col. Shah.

Congresswoman Jen Kiggans expressed deep emo-
tions over Shah’s death, and praised the students for
acting.

“I am heartbroken by the loss of Lt. Col. Brandon Shah
in today’s tragic shooting at Old Dominion University. As
we continue to pray for his family and for the other vic-
tims, we should also recognize the extraordinary courage
shown by the Army ROTC students who acted quickly to
defend their classmates and subdue the attacker. Their
actions reflect the very highest levels of bravery and
selflessness in the face of unimaginable danger, and I
am deeply grateful for their heroism.”

Republican members of the House of Representatives
posted the following on Instagram: “House Republicans
are praying for the family and friends of Lt. Col. Brandon
Shabh, the victim of today’s apparent terror attack at Old
Dominion University.”

Virginia Lt. Gov. Ghazala Hashmi posted on Facebook,
“My thoughts are with the Old Dominion University
community, as they grapple with an on-campus shoot-
ing that left two individuals in critical condition. We are
grateful to the first responders and campus officials on
scene.”

In a brief video address to the Old Dominion cam-
pus community, President Brian O’ Hemphill said — As
tragedy struck the main campus earlier today when a
lone gunman entered Constant Hall and opened fire in
a classroom, we join together to pay tribute to our fellow
Monarch who was lost and the two students who were
injured.”

“In the days, weeks, and months to come, we will con-
tinue to provide resources to our campus and our com-
munity. I encourage all Monarchs to utilize the available
services as they can truly make a difference during this
difficult time. And, while this tragedy has changed us
as individuals and as an institution, we will continue to
focus on providing a safe and supportive environment,
while also sharing updates as new information emerg-

es,” Hemphill said.

Recognizing the impact, ths school issued an alert next
morning saying Counsellors were available for those in
need. The University remained closed on Friday, the 13th.

0ld Dominion University President Brian O’ Hemphill addressing the
campus community following the shooting incident March 12, 2026.

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know
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BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir, Chicago, IL
cordially invites you, your family and friends to celebrate...
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88hnRamNavam1
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By ARCHANA ADALJA

oli, the festival of colors and
of love, has confirmed end
of winter. Now is the time to
celebrate the New Years!
Different states of India
celebrate different new years, in
different languages, with different
cultural traditions and different
festival foods. One thread is com-
mon through all the celebrations:
the feeling of welcoming the new
year with blessings of the gods
and nature, wearing new clothes
and sharing food with friends and
family.

Four new years fall this year on
Thursday, March 19: Gudi Padwa,
the Hindu New Year or Chaitra
Pratipada, Ugadi and Cheti Chand.

CREATIVE COMMONS ATTRIBUTION 2.0 GENERIC LICENSE.

PHOTO: ABHIJIT TEMBHEKAR.

Gudi Padwa, the Ma-
harashtrian New Year,
marks victory of good,
prosperity, and new
harvest.

The traditional Gudi,
a bamboo stick, with
upturned kalash pot,
dressed in bright colored
saree and garlands of
flowers, is raised early
morning at house en-
trances, windows or bal-
conies, to ward off evil
and invite prosperity.

Gudi symbolizes
Rama’s return to Ayod-
hya after completing his
exile and his victory over
Ravana. In Hindu scrip-
tures, it is the day of King
Shalivahanas victory over the Shakas, and the
start of Shalivahana Shaka calendar.

Gudi Padwa is also deeply connected to na-
ture, to the harvest of Rabi crops, when people
refresh their outlook on life, leave old grudges
and forgive and move ahead.

Homes are cleaned and the main entrance
is decorated with torans of fresh mango leaves
and marigold flowers and rangoli. Families offer
prayers at home to god Brahma who is believed
to have created the universe on this day.

A special feature of the day is eating neem
leaves with jaggery early in the morning, signi-
fying acceptance of both hard times and good
times in life. Gudi Padwa meals are special, with
Puran Poli, Katachi Amti, Shrikhand-Poori and
more items.

Gudi Padwa is also celebrated with a shobha
yatra, or a procession. Women walk in tradi-
tional Nauvari (nine-yard) sarees and men in
Kurta-Pajamas with turbans, with performances
of Lezim, Dhol Tasha and cultural floats. In the
United States, UK, and Australia, Marathi cultural
associations organize community gatherings.

PHOTO: KALYAN KANURI. CREATIVE COMMONS
ATTRIBUTION-SHARE ALIKE 2.0 GENERIC LICENSE.

The Hindu Nav Varsh, or Chaitra Shukla Prati-
pada, marks the start of the Vikram Samvat 2083
this year. Regarded as the start of the Hindu New
Year in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and vari-
ous regions of India, it signifies renewal, fresh
beginnings and return to spiritual and seasonal

PHOTO: ABHIJIT TEMBHEKAR. CREATIVE COMMONS ATTRIBUTION 2.0 GENERIC LICENSE.

A Ugadi pooja tray with Pachadi served in a cup along with flowers

and diya.

FESTIVALS IN MARCH

Happy New Years!

PHOTO: COURTESY DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE,

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA. CREATIVE COMMONS
ATTRIBUTION-SHARE ALIKE 4.0 INTERNATIONAL LICENSE.

o
.

A Gudi hoisted on a pole in an apartment balcony.

Gussadi Dance at Ugadi Celebrations in Pragathi Bhavan.

balance.

Scriptures associate this day with
Lord Brahma starting the cosmic cycle.
The day is considered one of the sade-
teen muhurts or three and a half auspi-
cious moments, of the year, making it
a good day to start new ventures, buy
property, or make significant invest-
ments, rituals and resolutions.

In North Indian states, the Hindu
Nav Varsh or Nav Samvat, is celebrated
with prayers, readings of the pan-
chang and family rituals. Houses are
cleaned and decorated with torans and
rangolis.

The Hindu New Year also marks the
start of Chaitra Navratri, nine days of
celebration for the Goddess Durga.
Many people grow jawara or sprouts
in small earthen pots as an offering to
Durga. Many begin their 10-day long
fasts on the day, performing pujas

to Durga, and listening to bhajans,
concentrating on mental
cleansing.

People visit temples
to get blessings and
meet friends and fami-
lies and share special
meals. In many states,
celebrations include
community fairs and
cultural programs.

Ugadi or the Telugu
and Kannada New Year,
is celebrated in Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka
and Telangana on the
first day of the Chaitra
month like the other

new years, with tradition-
al customs.

People wake up before
sunrise for a traditional oil bath using sesame
oil and wear new clothes. Homes are thoroughly
cleaned, toranas of fresh green mango leaves are
hung on entrances and and muggulu or rangoli is
drawn to invite prosperity.

Families visit temples to offer prayers and
seek blessings for the new year. People also listen
to the Panchanga Sravanam, where priests or
elders recite the forecast for the new year. Fam-
ily reunions, exchanging gifts, giving to charity,
starting new business ventures, are all part of
Ugadi celebrations.

The traditional six-flavored dish, Ugadi
Pachadi, is part of the festive meal. The meals
also include Obbattu or Holige.

Cheti Chand, the Sindhi New Year, is celebrated
with pallavs or prayers offered to Jhulelal, the
protector, who is considered to be an incarnation
of Varun Dey, the god of water. Some people ob-
serve Chaliho, during 40 day before Cheti Chand,
in strict penance, to thank Jhulelal.

Celebrations begin with a procession with a
sacred tray called Baharana Sahib, containing a
jyot or a wheat flour lamp, mishri or crystallized
sugar, fruits, cardamom, and a coconut, which is
taken to a river or lake and immersed.

The day is celebrated with community gather-
ings, traditional Chej dances, folk music and
traditional dishes including Tairi or sweetened
rice, and Chole.

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know
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A weekly show delivering sharp analysis
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Every week, the news throws new questions at
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Headlines move fast — but understanding takes
time. Beyond the Headlinles is where the
week's biggest stories are examined with depth,
balance, and clarity.

Our editors cut through the noise. Our experts
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impact, not outrage. No single agenda.
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By ARCHANA ADALJA

at are festivals without special feasts
of traditional and authentic dishes?
Breaking bread together has always
been considered a tradition which
brings people together and celebrates
friendships and comradery.

With four Indian New Years at the doorstep, one
can get tempted to make a special dish, perhaps
only to not be left behind by others who might be
cooking up a storm.

YouTube offers many authentic recipes and their
countless variations and most of us have some time
or other checked a recipe on it for either ingredients
or complex steps of cooking.

PHOTO:USHA NAGLE. CREATIVE COMMONS ATTRIBUTION-
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FESTIVALS IN MARCH

New Years’ Feasts

i

Maharashtrian Puran Poli for

Gudi P

4

F 4
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dish is actually a liquid dish.

A simple to follow authentic recipe of Pachadi in
English can be seen at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=b3RC7vQSsUE by chef Hema Subrama-
niam.

Sweet Bobbattu or Holige, a flatbread similar to
Puran Poli and a recipe in English is available at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U4Mg3EDtsws.

Recipes of four Ugadi dishes are found at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=85XeES]JvGRM with
English subtitles and no commentary. The video
offers recipes for coconut laddoos, temple style Puli-
yogare, kesari bhat, and a new recipe of medu vada.

Hindu Nav Varsh - The festive Hindu Nav Varsh,

M features in Rajasthan rich and traditional dishes like

adwa is made from Chana Dal

Gatte Ki Sabzi or vegetable gravy with gram flour

and Jaggery. dumplings, Daal Baati
Gudi Padwa Churma or lentil soup,
- Typical Gudi baked wheat balls and
Padwa dishes - crushed sweet wheat,
feature a blend of 2 and desserts like Ghe-
sweet and savory 23 £ var or Mawa Kachori.
Maharashtrian % z 2 An authentic
delicacies includ- &£ 5 Rajasthani recipe of
ing Puran Poli 2E g, Gatte Ki Sabji can
or sweet flat- gz g § be seen at https://
bread, Shrikhand 2 % gg www.youtube.com/
or sweetened é% =5 watch?v=p8DDt7ehk9Y.
< 2z .
yogurt, coco- gg % E Although rendered in
nut laddoos, EE ZE Hindi, it still remains a
batata bhajiora £% EE good recipe to follow,
vegetable dishof =5 BN if the constant chat-
potatoes, Katachi 5 £ BB ter of the chef at Papa
Amti or asweet =< Bl o ' BN Mummy Kitchen can be
and sour spicy Sindhi sweet rice with saffron is one of the special dishes at Cheti Chand ignored.

lentil soup, onion
pakoda, sabudana
vada and kothimbir vadi. A Maharashtrian New Year
does not begin without eating some bitter neem
leaves with jaggery. It might be interesting to make a
Maharashtrian dish this Gudi Padwa.

A good recipe of both Puran Poli and Kata-
chi Amti, both authentic, is made available by
chef Sanjyot Keer at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4z4vXDqjZtw. Rendered in Hindi, the recipe
offers an authentic foolproof method of making both
the dishes for non-Maharashtrians. He also offers
a traditional recipe of Masale Bhat at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=pLApqJIP9ao.

For those who understand Marathi, another
authentic recipe is available by chef Sarita Padman at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQVw8_bvljk

Alittle different method of making the sweet
bread is also available at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=LFEXPUT7kYPg by chef Kabita. She
also offers a complete Gudi Padwa thali recipes
including Puran Poli, Katachi Amti, Rice, Aloo
Bhaji and Pakoda at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=bQolAuwO_v4.

Another authentic Maharashtrian Masale Bhat
easy recipe can be seen at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=-DEIZkeXROE by chef Madhura. Al-
though in Marathi, the recipe gives English subtitles.

And, if you are tired of the chefs talking too much,
you can watch a recipe without any commentary
with only subtitles at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=WRYhRjF1J1g.

Ugadi - Typical dishes for the Telugu and Kannada

Hindu Nav Varsh.

PHOTO: PRASHUKALYAN. CREATIVE COMMONS ATTRIBUTION-SHARE ALIKE 4.0 INTERNATIONAL LICENSE.

celebrations.

Chef Poonam Dev-
nani offers an easy to
follow recipe in Hindi at her Masala Kitchen site with
on screen list of ingredients in English at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=TSMI17STQAdHO.

Interesting Daal, Bati and Churma recipes are offered
by Chef Sanjyot Keer at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=mZ4xTelTAGk , which seem authentic as he
says they originated in a Marwari home.

Chef Kabita’s recipes of Dal, Bati and Churma
are easy to follow at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=IdAYLQmSE;8.

Cheti Chand - Typical Cheti Chand dishes to celebrate
the Sindhi New Year focus on sweet-and-savory com-
binations, with Tairi or sweet saffron rice, Mitho Lolo
or sweet flatbread, Sai Bhaji or mixed greens vegetable,
Bhuga Chawal or browned onion rice and sides of fried
snacks like Aloo tuk.

An authentic Sindhi recipe of Meetho Lolo or sweet
flatbread is offered by chef Kanak at https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=ZhFM7B6Mypg. Rendered in Hindji,
the video contains English subtitles.

Chef Sanjeev Kapoor offers his version of Meetho
Lolo in Hindi at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=bo1Fr1RwAKS, with ingredients listed on-
screen in English.

A very well explained recipe of Meetho Lolo is
available from chef Nisha Madhulika at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=GyXMISzSuHg.

Sai Bhaji which is a complex mix of vegetables can
be learned in English at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=KjXTb98T5v0.

In an unauthentic version of the Sai Bhaji without

onions and garlic, Nisha Madhulika teaches how to
make it in simple steps at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YRtwuY49jM.
A simple pressure cooker recipe in English is of-
fered by Veena Gidwani at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-M7H;jJjXINw.

Ugadi Pacchadi and Pulihora or tamarind rice are special dishes for
Ugadi, the Telugu and Kannada New Year.

New Year, Ugadi, include Ugadi Pachadi which is a
blend of six different tastes and is made with neem
flowers, jaggery, raw mango, tamarind, green chili and
salt. Bobbatlu is a dish resembling Puran Poli, and
Mamidikaya Pulihora is a raw mango rice. Side dishes
for the new year’s feast include pakodas or medu vadas.

An authentic Pachadi recipe can be found at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=k7nKwVvNxhg, in Telugu
with English subtitles. It is interesting to see that the

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know
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Malabar Group Chairman M. P. Ahammad Honored with
Business Bhushan Award 2026 by Maharashtra Chief

By BHAILAL M. PATEL

umbai, India:M.P. Aham-

mad, Chairman of the

Malabar Group, has been

conferred the prestigious

Business Bhushan Award
2026 at the Lokmat Maharashtrian of the
Year Awards, in recognition of his vision-
ary leadership and remarkable contribu-
tion to transforming the global jewellery
retail industry.

The grand awards ceremony was
held at the historic Gateway of India in
Mumbai, bringing together prominent
policymakers, industry leaders, business
pioneers, and celebrated personalities
from across sectors.

The honour was presented in the
presence of Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis and Deputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde, along with
several ministers, senior bureaucrats, and
distinguished guests. Also present at the
ceremony was Mr. Asher O, Managing
Director - India Operations, Malabar Gold
& Diamonds, along with other leaders of
the organization.

The Lokmat Maharashtrian of the
Year Awards celebrate individuals whose
leadership, innovation, and achievements
have significantly influenced industries
while contributing positively to society.
Mr. Ahammad’s recognition highlights his
extraordinary entrepreneurial journey and
his pivotal role in building Malabar Gold &
Diamonds into one of the most respected
jewellery brands in the world.

Under his leadership, Malabar Gold &
Diamonds has grown to become the fifth-
largest jewellery retailer globally and the
largest jewellery retailer of Indian origin,
setting benchmarks in customer trust,
transparency, and responsible business
practices.

Chairman’s Statement

Expressing gratitude upon receiving
the award, Mr. M.P. Ahammad said: “I am
deeply honoured to receive the Business
Bhushan Award at the Lokmat Maharash-
trian of the Year Awards. This recognition
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M.P Ahammad, Chairman of Malabar Group, has been conferred the Business Bhushan Award 2026
by Maharashtra Chief Minister, Devendra Fadnavis at the Lokmat Maharashtrian of the Year Awards.
The event was attended by Deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Sri. Eknath Shinde, along with
Mr. Asher O, MD-India Operations, Malabar Gold & Diamonds, other ministers, bureaucrats, and
distinguished figures from across sectors.

reflects the collective dedication and hard
work of the entire Malabar family and
the trust that millions of customers have
placed in us over the years. Our journey
has always been guided by responsibility,
integrity, and a commitment to creating
lasting value for society while striving for
excellence in everything we do.”

A Global Success Story

Founded in 1993, Malabar Gold &
Diamonds has emerged as a pioneer in re-
sponsible and transparent jewellery retail.
Over the years, the company has played
a significant role in employment genera-
tion, strengthening the organized retail
ecosystem, and providing customers with

world-class jewellery designs and services.

Today, the brand stands as a global
ambassador of Indian craftsmanship and
heritage, operating more than 425 show-
rooms across 14 countries. The company
has successfully integrated the entire
value chain—from design and manufac-
turing to retail—redefining the modern
jewellery industry.

Strong Presence in Maharashtra

Maharashtra remains one of the most

important markets for Malabar Gold &
Diamonds. The brand currently operates
34 showrooms across major cities in the
state, contributing to local employment
and strengthening the organized jewellery
ecosystem.

The group has ambitious expansion
plans and aims to increase its presence to
64 showrooms in Maharashtra by 2029,
further enhancing customer access to
quality jewellery designs and services.

Commitment Beyond Business

Beyond commercial success, Mr.
Ahammad has championed a purpose-
driven business model, embedding CSR
and ESG (Environmental, Social and Gov-
ernance) commitments at the heart of the
organization since its inception.

The Malabar Group consistently al-
locates 5% of its profits to social welfare
initiatives, supporting programs in educa-
tion, healthcare, housing, hunger relief,
environmental protection, and women’s
empowerment, positively impacting
communities across regions where the
company operates.

The Business Bhushan Award further

reinforces Mr. Ahammad’s reputation

as one of India’s most respected busi-
ness leaders whose visionary leadership,
ethical values, and commitment to social
responsibility continue to inspire future
generations of global entrepreneurs.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds, established
in 1993, is the flagship company of the
Malabar Group, a leading diversified
Indian business conglomerate.

With an annual turnover of approxi-
mately $7.36 billion, the company ranks
among the top five jewellery retailers
globally and operates over 425 show-
rooms across 14 countries. The group also
maintains offices, design centers, whole-
sale units, and manufacturing facilities
across India, the Middle East, the Far East,
the United States, the United Kingdom,
Canada, Australia, and New Zealand.

Owned by more than 3,500 share-
holders, the group employs over 30,000
professionals representing more than 26
nationalities.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds also oper-
ates an online retail platform allowing
customers worldwide to purchase jewel-
lery through its digital store.

The group has expanded into special-
ized retail concepts including:

* MGD - Lifestyle Jewellery, offering
modern and lightweight jewellery de-
signed for the contemporary woman.

* Mojawhraty by Malabar, a retail
concept designed specifically for Arabic
audiences, blending traditional elegance
with modern design.

Environmental, Social, and Governance
(ESG) principles have remained central to
the group’s philosophy since its inception.
The company’s major ESG initiatives focus
on healthcare, housing support, hunger
eradication, education, environmental
sustainability, and women’s empower-
ment.

Through these initiatives, Malabar
Group continues to integrate responsible
and sustainable practices into its core
business operations while contributing to
social development in the communities it
serves.

NAVIGATE TO
NEW CUSTOMERS

Post your ad today!

L, 212-675-7515
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Purdue University, Indiana’s Indian American Researchers
Advance Science On Multiple Fronts

By A sTAFF WRITER

esearchers of Indian origin are ben-
efitting Purdue University, Indiana,
through their research, turning
results that are being patented,
holding the potential of generating
new financial and other resources. In just
the first few weeks of March 2026, several
of them were featured in the University’s
website. These researchers include:

1. Somali Chaterji who leads a team
that has developed AGILE3D, the first
adaptive 3D object detection system

2. Vaneet Aggarwal, Dipesh Tamboli,
and Vineet Punyamoorty who have
developed technology that protects
privacy during Al photo editing.

3. The National Academy of Inventors
recognized Professor Arun Ghosh
of the College of Science where he
is the Tan P. Rothwell Distinguished
Professor of Chemistry and Medicinal
Chemistry and Molecular Pharmacol-
ogy.

Somali Chaterji: Purdue University,
Indiana’s Associate Professor of agricul-
tural and biological engineering Somali
Chaterji, leads a team that has developed
AGILE3D, a cutting-edge 3D object detec-
tion system with the potential to help
companies manufacturing autonomous
vehicles, industrial robotics, delivery ro-
bots and drones.

The University announced this develop
ment in a March 11, 2026 news release.

“AGILE3D is the first adaptive, conten-
tion- and content-aware 3D object detec-
tion system tailored for embedded GPUs,
or graphics processing units,” Chaterji is
quoted saying in the article, adding, “The
system can dynamically adjust detection
strategies based on real-time hardware
constraints and varying input data.”

The system developed by Chaterji and
her team is broadly applicable wherever a
robot or vehicle needs fast 3D perception
on a tight onboard computer budget, she
said. It is most applicable to autonomous
driving.

“Beyond cars, AGILE3D can benefit
delivery robots and drones, industrial/
mobile robotics, augmented reality/virtual
reality perception, and outdoor autonomy
in digital agriculture and forestry, especially
when the platform relies on an embedded
GPU and must keep latency predictable for
smoother, safer operation,” she is quoted
saying.

“During comprehensive evaluations,
AGILE3D achieved state-of-the-art perfor-
mance, maintaining high accuracy across
varying hardware contention levels and
latency budgets of 100 to 500 milliseconds,”
Purdue said in the news release.

The Purdue Innovates Office of Technol-
ogy Commercialization has applied for a
patent. Meanwhile, Chaterji continues to
make further improvements to the system.

Purdue University researchers Vaneet Ag-

garwal, right, and Dipesh Tamboli have developed and
validated a system that dramatically reduces what AI

PHOTO: PURDUE UNIVERSITY PHOTO

Purdue University researcher Somali Chaterji leads a team that has developed AGILE3D.
It is the first adaptive, contention- and content-aware 3D object detection system tailored for
embedded GPUSs.

PURDUE UNIVERSITY PHOTO/MUDIT GAUR

and validated a system that dramatically reduces what Al models learn about a user’s identity
when photos are edited and shared.

PHOTO: KHANNA.HOUSE.GOV

Professor Arun Ghosh.

models learn about a user’s identity when photos are ed-
ited and shared. (Purdue University photo/Mudit Gaur)

Purdue University researchers Vaneet Aggarwal, right, and Dipesh Tamboli have developed

Vaneet Aggarwal, Dipesh Tamboli &
Vineet Punyamoorty:

This team has developed the patent-
pending system, used before and after
photos are uploaded to an Al editing
platform.

“Results of validation testing show that
we can preserve editing quality while
dramatically reducing what Al models can
learn about your identity,” Aggarwal is
quoted saying in the Purdue news release
of March 12. “This is a critical step toward
trustworthy generative Al,” he added.

Aggarwal, a University Faculty Scholar
and the Reilly Professor of Industrial En-
gineering, worked with Tamboli who is a
doctoral alumnus, and Punyamoorty who
is a doctoral candidate in computer and
electrical engineering.

“Our system allows users to mask sen-
sitive regions on their photo, like the face,
from an Al editing service,” Tamboli says
in the news release. “Those regions are
masked locally on the user’s device using
a detailed outline of the region.”

Only the masked image is sent to the Al
editing service.

“After the image is edited by AI, our
system reintegrates the sensitive region
back into the edited image using geomet-
ric alignment and blending,” he said.

According to the team, their Purdue
system is the first solution that deliv-
ers full privacy with sensitive data never
leaving the user’s device; High-quality
edits; Compatibility with any commercial
generative Al model; and Photorealism.

“It’s privacy by design,” Aggarwal said.
“With our system, the Al platform never
sees the face, but the final edited image
still looks completely natural.”

Their work is published in the peer-
reviewed journal IEEE Transactions on
Artificial Intelligence.

Arun Ghosh: The NAlI in its recogni-
tion of Ghosh as a Fellow said, “Ghosh is a
leader in the field of structure-based drug
design and discovery, guiding a research
group in multidisciplinary research
projects in the areas of synthetic organic,
bioorganic, and medicinal chemistry. One
highlighted achievement was the design
and discovery of a potent HIV protease
inhibitor, a key medication in the fight
against HIV/AIDS approved by the FDA in
2006 and now used in over 120 countries.”

Ghosh is described by Purdue as a “pro-
lific inventor, boasting a large portfolio
with an abundance of technology encom-
passing both U.S. and foreign patents. His
patents span multiple areas of research
including HIV/AIDS, Alzheimer’s disease,
and SARS/COVID-19.”

Ghosh said his recognition by the NAI
“underscores the importance of advanc-
ing chemistry and drug discovery research
to save lives and improve health out-
comes. I am humbled by the honor and
very grateful for my colleagues and col-
laborators and the support of Purdue for
fostering an environment that encourages

innovation and supports transformative research.”

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know
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ARIES: Listening to someone experienced
can save you from avoidable
mistakes. Fine-tuning your ro-
mantic expression will bring bet-
ter results in love. Confidence in

your own abilities helps you rise above the

competition. Pending payments or dues
are likely to strengthen your financial po-
sition. You remain enthusiastic, inspiring

colleagues. Health improves when you se-
riously follow advice about fitness.

TAURUS: Even if circumstances seem
dull, one positive development
can shift everything in your fa-
vour. Career decisions may face
resistance, but your long-term

interests remain protected. Reconnecting
with old friends lifts your spirits. Financial
comfort allows relaxed spending. Quiet
self-reflection brings clarity and emotional
healing. Expanding your professional cir-
cle, , proves beneficial later.

GEMINI:  Clearing misunderstandings

now prevents bigger issues later.

Academic opportunities should

not be ignored, as participation

brings growth. Stay away from
gossip, as it may distort your judgment.

Be mindful of unnecessary spending. A

personal goal moves closer to completion.

Emotional lightness replaces recent stress.

Warm interactions may spark a promising

romantic connection.

CANCER: A little encouragement helps

you achieve results that sur-
@ prise even you. The week works
strongly in your favour. Some-

one may extend special support
to fulfil your wishes. Stand firm against
unreasonable expectations. Financial re-
turns may come indirectly if not in cash.
Making healthier food choices leads you
toward improved vitality.

LEO: Patience at work turns out rewarding.

Extra academic effort at the last
moment produces excellent out-
comes. A relative from afar may

bring lively moments into your
routine. Although expenses rise, income
remains stronger. Completing a task eases
mental pressure. Partnering with someone
for fitness goals keeps motivation high.
Travel possibilities look exciting.

VIRGO: A trip to meet someone special
outside town may materialise.
An event in your honour adds
joy. Married life feels harmonious
for newlyweds. Career advance-
ment or salary growth is possible. Singles
may experience promising romantic devel-
opments. You edge ahead of rivals through
preparation. Consistent exercise keeps you
active and balanced.
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LIBRA: Memories of happier times may
make you reflective. Meaningful
conversations strengthen roman-
tic bonds. This is a favourable
period to recover money lent

earlier. Academic progress requires added
effort. Ignoring minor health concerns may
create issues later. Emotional sensitivity
increases around personal matters. A visit
from a younger family member brings
cheer.

SCORPIO: If someone tests your pa-
tience, express yourself calmly
rather than sharply. Roman-
tic gestures require subtlety
to succeed. A family gather-

ing restores emotional balance. You may

finally host the celebration you had been
planning. Handling personal matters dur-
ing office hours may become necessary.

Academic performance remains stable and

satisfying.

SAGITTARIUS: Clear communication

with authority figures avoids
)Z confusion. Focused effort is
needed to achieve academic tar-

gets. If ending a draining rela-
tionship feels necessary, evaluate carefully
before deciding. Unexpected financial
gains brighten the week. Heated debates
may impact your well-being, so stay com-
posed. Travel plans could face sudden
changes.

CAPRICORN: Seeking assistance through

proper procedures brings work-
place support. Stay firm while
negotiating important matters.

Academic distractions may cost
you competitive advantage. A partner’s
honest feedback may feel harsh but holds
value. Lending money now involves risk,
so exercise caution. Carelessness regarding
health may create setbacks.

AQUARIUS: A fresh professional chapter
begins, demanding full engage-
ment. Determination helps you
master academic challenges. A
partner’s playful gestures bring

joy. Investment proposals require thorough
analysis before commitment. Homemak-
ers may feel inspired to reorganise living
spaces. Accompanying someone on a long
journey turns enjoyable and memorable.

PISCES: Sharing concerns with a trusted
family member brings relief. A
new work assignment stretches
your abilities positively. Extra
dedication improves chances of

financial growth or increment. Maintain-
ing optimistic thinking boosts academic
results. Minor disturbances may arise in
marriage. If your partner feels low, your
support strengthens emotional closeness.

THIS WEEK ™%/
WITH

Dr. SUDHIR PARIKH

>4
-

< _pC

INDIA ADVOCATE, PUBLISHER,
PHILANTHROPIST, PHYSICIAN.

A WEEKLY SHOW

JOIN US, For an insightful
TV Show this week with

Subscribe ITV on

WWW.ITVGOLD.COM

6:30 PM

Dr. Sudhir Parikh and
explore current events

Do not miss the chance
to have your questions
featured, send them at
info@itvgold.com for a
chance to be answered
on the show

718-785-8555




1 March 20, 2026

CITY VIEWS

She Matters Global Foundation Launches With Tribute To
Women In Downers Grove

By BHAILAL PATEL

he She Matters Global Foundation,

a new nonprofit focused on em-

powering and supporting women,

officially launched Saturday with

an event titled “She Matters — A
Grand Tribute to Womanhood” at Ashya-
na Banquets in Downers Grove.

The celebration brought together com-
munity leaders, entrepreneurs, artists and
supporters to recognize women'’s achieve-
ments and contributions across various
fields.

The organization was founded by
Rajkumari Rathod, who said the founda-

PHOTO: REUTERS

tion was created to ensure women receive Members of the organizing team perform the traditional diya lighting
recognition, support and opportunities to ceremony during the launch of the “She Matters - A Grand Tribute to
succeed. Womanhood” event hosted by the She Matters Global Foundation on
“This event was not just a celebration March 7, 2026, at Ashyana Banquets in Downers Grove, lllinois. The
— it was the start of a vision that is very ceremony marked the official opening of the celebration honoring
close to my heart,” Rathod said. “She Mat- women’s achievements and leadership within the community.

ters was created to uplift women, cele-

Award recipients and organizers pose for a group photo during the “She Matters -
A Grand Tribute to Womanhood” launch event hosted by the She Matters Global
Foundation on March 7, 2026, at Ashyana Banquets in Downers Grove, lllinois. The
event celebrated women’s achievements and honored community leaders through the
Women Excellence Awards while bringing together supporters, entrepreneurs and

artists for an evening of recognition and empowerment.

brate their achievements, support women  giveaways and a DJ celebration. form the traditiAttendees described the leadership development and community

entrepreneurs and build meaningful con- According to organizers, the foundation  event as an evening of empowermentand  engagement.

nections within our community.” aims to create platforms that empower unity that highlighted the strength, resil- “This is just the beginning,” she said.
The evening featured the Women women through recognition programs, ience and talents of women from diverse “Together, we are building something

Excellence Awards honoring women mak-  networking opportunities, mentorship backgrounds. meaningful — a space where women feel

ing positive impacts in their communi- and community initiatives designed to Rathod said the foundation plans encouraged, respected and empowered.”

ties. Guests also enjoyed cultural dance promote leadership and growth. to host future programs and initiatives

performances, live music, a gala dinner, Members of the organizing team per- that support women'’s entrepreneurship,

Nonprofit Indo US Lions CGlub Organizes Business Networking Event

By A STAFF WRITER

ndo US Lions Club of Chicago, a 501C non-

profit organization serving the area community,

organized a business networking event recently

at the venue provided by the Pearl Banquet and
Conference Center in Roselle, IL.

Attended by hundreds of entrepreneurs, business
professionals, volunteers, sponsors and community
leaders, Chicago area elected officials and guests,
the event brought together the business community
to brainstorm over enabling economic advance-
ment.

The event also featured more than twenty inter-
active business booths which showcased their busi-
nesses and connected with local business leaders to
discuss new trends in business, extend their profes-
sional reach and form lasting business relationships,
according to the club’s press release.

Illinois State Secretary Alexi Giannoulias pro-
claimed the day of the event as Chicago Indo US
Lions Club Community Service Day. In the procla-
mation, Giannoulias commended the Club for their
volunteerism, humanitarian projects and health
initiatives.

The event also raised funds to purchase necessary
hearing and vision screening equipment, A1C testing
devices, and other medical supplies to be distributed
by Chicago Indo US Lions Club (the Club hereafter) in
the underserved communities.

Speakers at the event spoke about the Club’s efforts to
serve the community and enhance its economic growth.
Many speakers sent video messages and letters prais-
ing the Club for promoting small businesses leading to
economic growth and community development, stress-
ing its positive impact in Chicago area. These included

PHOTO: PROVIDED BY CHICAGO INDO US LIONS CLUB

A collage of photos depicting the networking event organized in Roselle, IL,
by Chicago Indo US Lions Club.

Illinois Secretary of State Alexi Giannoulias, Governor of
Illinois JB Pritzker, Cook Country Treasurer Maria Pappas,
Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi, and other elected
officials and civic leaders.

In her message, Founder President Hina Trivedi said
the community response to such events was inspir-
ing. “Events like this reflect our shared vision of growth,
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service, and lasting partnerships,” she said in her
message, according to the press release.

President Kishan sent in a message thanking the
participants, volunteers and sponsors for helping
build stronger business connections and a stronger
community.

The event was made possible and successful by
their hospitality and support from Raj Jayara and
Pearl Banquets and Conference Center. Sewa Interna-
tional USA supplied volunteers for smooth event op-
erations. United Punjabi Association and its President
Atul Wahi provided valuable support and collabora-
tion of his team, and Sudhir Sakhuja was a major
support with his behind the scenes efforts, according
to the press release.

Major businesses of the Illinois area supported the
event by sponsoring it. These included industrialist
Darshan Dhaliwal, Parminder Singh Goldy from the
hospitality industry, liquor distribution executive
Sukhwinder Singh Ghaggar, Brijesh Patel of Core Exte-
riors for commercial and residential roofing solutions,
Brij Kukreja and his Kite Entertainment, Santhosh
Kumar of Universal Metro Aging Services, Chintal
Mehta of Care for Soul, Dr. Rani Yousefzai of Belleza
Med Spa and J&R Hair Academy, Dr. Andrew Thomas
of Heals on Wheels, Avani & Hemant Trivedi of AUCI /
7-11, and Noman Khan of Illinois Media Group.

Chicago Indo US Lions Club has been focusing on
community service and regularly provides assistance
through meals, vision and hearing screenings, educa-
tion and empowerment, health projects and volunteer-
ing in the local community.

It promotes business networking, professional ad-
vancement and cross-industry partnerships within the
Indo US community and local US businesses, cultural
engagement and philanthropic initiatives in the US and
India.
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Immigrants Reduce America’s Deficit. Gongress Should
Take Notice

By DaviD J. BIER, CATO INSTITUTE

mid ongoing congressional de-

bates—culminating, of course, in

a partial shutdown—over Trump’s

mass deportation agenda, one fact

in particular should capture both
Democrats’ and Republicans’ attention:
immigrants provide an enormous boost
to the country’s long-term economic and
fiscal health, reducing our massive deficit
by a third.

Off the bat, the Trump administra-
tion’s instincts on the economic effects
of immigration are wrongheaded. “For
decades, the structure of U.S. society,
by intent and design, was remade to
redistribute wealth, resources, property
and opportunity from Americans to
non-Americans,” Deputy Chief of Staff
Stephen Miller said in December. It’s
a compelling narrative, but it's simply
incorrect.

The evidence for immigrants’ signifi-
cant economic contribution to America
is overwhelming. Indeed, a new study
published recently by the Cato Institute,
analyzing three decades of fiscal policy
for the first time, finds Deputy Chief
Miller’s logic precisely backward: foreign-
ers are creating wealth and redistribut-
ing it to Americans. The study finds that
immigrants reduced the U.S. debt by
nearly a third, or $14.5 trillion, from 1994
to 2023.

The Trump administration’s instincts
on the economic effects of immigration
are wrongheaded.

Without immigrants, federal debt
would already be more than 200 percent
of GDP — a level some analysts fear could
trigger a debt crisis.

In the Trump administration’s telling,
each new immigrant to the United States
introduces a host of new costs, principally
borne by the federal government in the
form of additional public spending. Yet
a big chunk of government spending is
what economists call “pure public goods,”
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A man exits the transit area after clearing immigration and customs on arrival at Dulles International Airport
in Dulles, Virginia, U.S., September 24, 2017.

which don't increase just because a new
person enters the country. We would, for
example, have to pay our military and in-
terest on past debt even if the immigrant
population had shrunk.

From there, we can see that the average
person in the United States paid more
in taxes than they received from the
government in services — which includes
everything from education and welfare to
roads and police. Therefore, if an immi-
grant’s fiscal impact is no worse than the
average, they reduce the debt.

And that is indeed the case. Immi-
grants pay more than the average in
taxes and receive less than the average in
services, greatly reducing the deficit every
year since 1994 when the detailed govern-
ment data series begins. On the revenue
side, immigrants paid higher-than-aver-
age taxes because their employment rate

was 12 percentage points higher than that
of the U.S.-born population. So, there was
more income to be taxed.

On the spending side, the story is the
same. While many believe immigrants
must be a huge fiscal drain because
they are more likely to live in poverty, it’s
important to remember that federal law
prohibits many noncitizens—
primarily those here ille-
gally—from receiving welfare.
The truth is that immigrants
receive only about the popula-
tion average in “needs-based”
assistance.

This near-average level
of needs-based assistance is
more than offset by the fact
that they receive 34 percent
less than the average in public
retiree benefits. That isn’t due

PHOTO: CATO.ORG

to age: immigrants are only slightly less
likely to be of retirement age. Instead,

it's because many noncitizens are barred
from applying for these benefits based on
their legal status and only rarely work for
the government, so they aren't eligible for
expensive public pensions.

Immigrants are also much less likely
to be in prisons or jails, reducing incar-
ceration costs. But the far greater savings
come from education. The average age
at arrival for immigrants was about 25,
after their education is typically over,
so immigration gives the country fully
educated workers ready to enter the labor
force—effectively for free.

It’s a far cry from the administration’s
assertion that immigrants impose a
public cost.

We still don’t know what kind of deal
Congress will strike on immigration. But
the data are clear that immigrants can
have impressively positive effects on the
government’s finances. They also point to
a possible compromise along the lines of
the bipartisan Dignity Act, sponsored by
Reps. Maria Elvira Salazar, R-Florida, and
Veronica Escobar, D-Texas, which would
give currently deportable immigrants
without serious criminal records the right
to stay, work, and pay taxes with little ac-
cess to public benefits. A proposal along
those lines would have much more posi-
tive fiscal effects than the current mass
deportation strategy.

Whatever deal is ultimately struck,
Congress should not overlook the
enormous fiscal upside
from immigrants. The day
of reckoning on America’s
debt is coming. It would be
better to meet it with some
reinforcements.

David J. Bier

Director, Inmigration Studies,
and The Selz Foundation Chair
in Immigration Policy, Cato
Institute

Immigration

AT A GLANCE

Most Americans are immigrants or descended from immigrants who sought
opportunity and freedom on our shores. They and their children worked hard,
assimilated, and added to our nation's prosperity. Immigrants today continue to
become Americans and, in the process, make the United States a wealthier, freer,
and safer country. However, our current immigration system excludes most peaceful
and healthy immigrants. Congress should look to America's past for inspiration to
expand and deregulate legal immigration.
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ABCs of H-1Bs (This Is Part 5 of a 7-Part Series): Does My Master’s
Degree Qualify for the H-1B Master’s Cap?

IN MEMORIAM

Michael Phulwani David Nachman Ludka Zimovcak Snehal Batra
Many F-1 visa holders, particularly those who are engaged in OPT change their

immigration status to become professional and specialty workers (H-1B workers). The H-
1B cap is the Congressionally mandated limit on the number of individuals who may be
granted H-1B status during each fiscal year. Most foreign nationals seeking H-1B
nonimmigrant classification are subject to the 58,200 cap. There are an additional 20,000
H-1B visas, which are limited to individuals who receive a master's degrees (or higher
degree) from a United States College or University.

Effective April 1, 2019, USCIS started selecting H-1B registrations submitted on behalf of
all beneficiaries, including those that may be eligible for the advanced degree exemption.
USCIS will then select from the remaining eligible registrations, a number projected to
reach the advanced degree exemption. Changing the order in which USCIS counts these
allocations will likely increase the number of registrations for beneficiaries with a
master’s or higher degree from a U.S. institution of higher education to be selected under
the H-1B numerical allocations.

Immigration practitioners, F-1 students, and prospective H-1B employers should note
that not every master’s degree from a United States College or University qualifies a
foreign national for the additional 20,000 H-1B visas under the H-1B “master’s cap”. In
order for an individual to qualify for the master’s cap, a few criteria need to be met. First,
the degree must qualify as a master's degree. Additionally, the master’s degree must be
issued by a “U.S. institution of higher education” as defined by section 101(a) of the Higher
Education Act of 1965.

To determine whether a U.S. issued degree is a master's degree (for “master’s cap”
purposes), USCIS adjudicators consider more than the simple nomenclature of a degree.
The fact that the degree itself is or is not titled as a master’s degree is, by itself, not
dispositive. For instance, in the field of Chiropractics, the entry-level degree is “Doctor of
Chiropractic”, and a bachelor’s degree in any field is not required prior to obtaining that
degree.

On the other hand, attorneys typically hold a “Juris Doctorate” degree (J.D.) and medical
doctors hold a similar “Doctor or Medicine” degree (M.D.). Prior to earning either a J.D. or
M.D. degree, the holder must first earn at least a bachelor’'s degree in some particular
academic field. Accordingly, while neither degree is likely equivalent to a Ph.D., a I.D. or
M.D. degree would be considered to be equivalent to, if not higher than, a master's
degree.

Why Master’s Cap Eligibility Matters More in Today’s H-1B Environment
As the H-1B cap process becomes more competitive and planning-driven, determining
whether a degree qualifies for the H-1B master’s cap has become increasingly important.
While eligibility for the advanced degree exemption does not guarantee selection,
qualifying under the master’s cap provides an additional opportunity for selection beyond
the regular cap.
Students and employers should carefully confirm both the nature of the degree and the
status of the degree-granting institution before relying on master's cap eligibility.
Assumptions about degree qualification—particularly where private institutions are
involved—may lead to missed opportunities or unexpected outcomes during the H-1B
registration process.
Early review of academic credentials and institutional status allows employers and
students to plan more effectively and avoid last-minute surprises when preparing H-1B
registrations.
To satisfy the second prong — the master’s degree must be issued by a “U.S. institution of
higher education” as defined in section 101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965. Under
this law, the educational institution, awarding the master’s degree, must satisfy five (5)
requirements. First and foremost, the educational institution must be a public or other
nonprofit institution. Second, the master's degree issuing institution must be accredited
by a nationally recognized accrediting agency or association.
Moreover, the educational institution must meet the following three other requirements:
(1) the institution must admit as regular students only persons having a certificate of
graduation from a school providing secondary education, or the recognized
equivalent of such a certificate;

By David H. Nachman, Esq
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¢ (2) such an institution must be legally authorized within such State to

provide a program of education beyond secondary education; and

« (3) the institution must provide an educational program for which the

institution awards a bachelor’s degree or provides not less than a 2-year
program that is acceptable for full credit toward such a degree.

To illustrate, consider the case of two seemingly equivalent foreign
students — one holding a Master of Business Administration (MBA) degree
from the DeVry University's Keller School of Management and the other one
from Thunderbird School of Global Management. Since DeVry is a for-profit
private university, holding an MBA degree from the Keller School of
Management will not qualify the foreign student for the Master’'s H-1B cap.
The second student who received an MBA from the Thunderbird School of
Global Management will qualify for the Master’s H-1B cap because, even
though Thunderbird is a private business school, it is a nonprofit
educational institution. However, note that the student from the Keller
School of Management will qualify for the regular H-1B cap.

Based on the foregoing, students attending or who intend to attend a
master’s or higher degree program in the United States with the hope that
their master’s degree would qualify him/her for the master's H-1B cap
should make two specific inquiries:

(1) First, he /she needs to determine whether the educational institution is a
private or a public institution; and
(2) Second, he/she needs to determine whether the educational institution
is classified as a not-for-profit or a for-profit academic institution. Holding
a master’s or a higher degree from a public educational institution will
always qualify a foreign student for the H-1B master’s cap. However, when
attending a private university/school, it is worth checking to see whether
the educational institution is classified as a for-profit or non-profit
organization. Like public educational institutions, receiving a master’s (or a
higher degree) from a private non-profit educational institution will qualify
the individual for the master’s cap. But, if the private school /university is a
for-profit educational institution, then having a master's or higher degree
from that institution will not meet the requirements for the H-1B master’s
cap. Having said that, the student would still qualify for the regular H-1B
cap.

Contact Information

If you or your family members have any questions about how immigration
and nationality laws in the United States may affect you, or if you want to
access additional information about immigration and nationality laws in the
United States or Canada, please do not hesitate to contact the immigration
and nationality lawyers at NPZ Law Group.

You can reach us by emailing info@visaserve.com or by calling us at
201-670-0006 extension 104.

We also invite you to visit our website at www.visaserve.com for more
information,

Attorney
Pravean K Goyal
Fluent in Hindi &

Punjabi Languages
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Alexandre Singh And Natalie Musteata Win In Live-Action
Short Film Gategory

Actress award.

According to the Academy, the rules
were once different. In the early years, a
film or actor could also win if the vote dif-
ference was very small. Today, a tie hap-
pens only when two nominees receive
the exact same number of votes

Directors Sam A. Davis and Jack Piatt
accepted the award for The Singers. Dur-
ing his speech, Davis shared his surprise
at the tie. “A tie, wow. I didn’t know that
was a thing. But we're happy to be up
here,” he said. He then spoke about
the message of the film. He described
“The Singers” as a “simple story about
the power of music and art to bring us
together in a moment when we live in an
LEXANCRE SINGH sus NATALIE MUSTEATA increasingly isolated world.” He ended

Tw'd FEOFE BECHAMNGING SaLiva

Clig %-:-_uu--u.- AMPASD 2026 h VIV ACTIGN SHORT Tiks his speech by saying, “May we keep look-

he Oscars ceremony saw a rare

moment this year as the Live-

Action Short Film category ended

in a tie.

Two films, ‘The Singers’ and ‘Two
People Exchanging Saliva), shared the
Academy Award this year. This is only the
seventh time in Oscars history that two
winners have shared the same award.

Actor and comedian Kumail Nanjiani
presented the award at the ceremony. As
he announced the result, he joked about
the unusual situation. “Ironic that the
short film Oscar is going to take twice as
long,” Kumail Nanjiani said while calling
the winners to the stage.

The directors of both films came up
one by one to accept the award and
speak about their work.

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM / SCREENSHOT FROM VIDEO POSTED BY

CO-PRODUCERS ALAMBIC PRODUCTIONS

‘Two People Exchanging Saliva,” was - ing for beauty in unexpected places, and
directed by Alexandre Slngh, who has Natalie Musteata and Alexandre Singh receiving the Oscar for Live Action Short Film may we all be brave enough to keep on
Indian heritage, and Natalie Musteata. ‘Two People Exchanging Saliva’ March 15, 2026. singing.”

During his speech, Singh spoke about The evening concluded with a vote of
thef‘%%eélgvir;ﬁ[ncigrgigr? cople’s ballet, and cinema,” he said. the years, there have been a few other ties g:ﬁ;i?gggfer; (i bg fséﬁlt}(ﬁ?;l‘}vle\lggmi
souls. Maybe it takes 10 yeargs '[Ii)mep higs et e s e marllly very sl special dinner. Y , Y

. ’ rare. The last time it happened was in One of the most famous ties hap- :

but we can change society through art,

through creativity, through theater and 2013 when ‘Zero Dark Thirty and Skyfall pened in 1968 when Katharine Hepburn

shared the award for sound editing. Over  and Barbra Streisand both won the Best AL

Priyanka Chopra Jonas Presents
Best International Feature Award Alongside
Spanish Actor Javier Bardem

ctor Priyanka Chopra Jonas was among the pre-  The movie stars Stellan Skarsgard and Renate Reinsve in

senters at the ongoing 97th Academy Awards. key roles.
The actor took the stage to present the award Chopra arrived at the ceremony with her husband,
or Best International Feature Film. singer and actor Nick Jonas. The couple walked the red
Chopra shared the stage with Spanish actor Javier carpet together before the show began.
Bardem as they announced the winner in the category. Ahead of her appearance, Chopra had also shared
The award was given to Joachim Trier directorial ‘Senti- a glimpse of her preparations with fans on Instagram
mental Value. Stories. In a short clip posted earlier in the day, the actor 2
The film is a Norwegian drama that tells the story of was seen getting ready for the ceremony while dressed ¢
two sisters who deal with their relationship with their in the elegant white Dior creation, heading to the big = O
father, a well-known ﬁlmmaker named Gustav Borg, _ show with Jonas by her side. e G TS o Ak e s
after the death of their mother. The story looks at family -ANI Best International Film award.

bonds, memories, and how art can affect personal lives.

Dharmendra Remembered In Oscars 2026 ‘In Memoriam’ List

he 98th Academy Awards paid tribute to several six decades, he appeared in more than 300 films and
icons of world cinema on Monday morning, but delivered memorable performances in classics such as
veteran Indian star Dharmendra was absent Sholay, Satyakam, and Chupke Chupke.

from the televised segment despite being of- Earlier this year, the actor received a prominent in-
ficially acknowledged by the Academy. ternational tribute at the BAFTA Awards 2026, where he
The legendary Bollywood actor, who passed away was honoured during the In Memoriam segment. Brit-

in November 2025 at the age of 89, was included in the ish singer-songwriter Jessie Ware performed an emo-

Take a moment fo remember the arlists and filmmakers we lost betwaen the 2025 and 2024

Academy’s official online In Memoriam list released on Oscors tional rendition of The Way We Were, accompanied by a

the day of the ceremony:. montage celebrating the late actor’s life and cinematic
Another iconic Indian actor, Manoj Kumar, who also PR T oy e P legacy.

died last year, was similarly acknowledged by the Acad- —_— Indian-American filmmaker Geeta Gandbhir re-

emy but omitted from the televised segment. ceived nominations in two documentary categories
Legendary Indian filmmaker S. Krishnaswamy, and for The Perfect Neighbor and The Devil Is Busy, though

Indian actress, B. Saroja Devi were also acknowledged neither project won.

by the Academy.
Dharmendra remains one of Hindi cinema’s most -ANI

enduring stars. Over a career spanning more than

PHOTO: ANI

Dharmendra on Oscars memorium list.
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Don’t get stuck in those viral airport lines.

By Natalie B. Compton

Here’s what to do instead.

Early Monday, the line for security at Austin-Bergstrom International Airport
stretched outside the terminal into the dawn.

“We're expecting a record-breaking volume of people - there are about 38k of you
flying out today,” the airport’s social media account posted on X. “Please arrive at
least 2.5 hours prior to your flight's departure for domestic.”

It's not just Austin. Travelers across the country are facing longer wait times
thanks to the confluence of Transportation Security Administration staffing
shortages, bad weather and a spring break travel surge. Even line-cutting
programs such as TSA PreCheck and Clear have sometimes proven futile.

But there is one hack many travelers are missing that could save them: TSA
PreCheck Touchless ID.

TSA PreCheck Touchless ID is a separate lane from regular PreCheck that uses
facial recognition to verify your identity. Instead of handing an ID over to a TSA
officer for verification, enrolled travelers just pause for a face scan, then keep
moving to the X-ray machines. It's not available at every airport and can be used
only with participating airlines.

Crucially, travelers must opt in to the program before they check in for their flight.
If you try to enroll at the airport while you're stuck in a long line, it's too late.

It's also not a foolproof work-around. We've shown up to the airport eager to try the
program only to find the verification machine down for maintenance. We've also
been lumped into the standard PreCheck line in terminals where TSA PreCheck
Touchless ID is available, but no dedicated lane was set up. So don’t cut your arrival
time too short.

Here's what else you need to know.

What is PreCheck Touchless ID?
The TSA said in an email that the program is a joint effort from U.S. Customs and
Border Protection, airports and airlines that allows travelers “to move through
dedicated lanes with ease, enjoying a smoother and more convenient airport
experience.”
The first iteration was launched in 2021 in partnership with Delta Air Lines at
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport. It is expanding to 65 airports this
spring.
Just because you don’t have to show your ID doesn’'t mean you should leave it at
home. TSA warns that travelers should still carry a physical Real ID-compliant form
of identification as a backup.
Who is eligible to use it?
To use the program, fliers must be a TSA PreCheck member with a valid “known
traveler number” and an active airline profile (such as being enrolled in a loyalty
program). They must also have a valid passport uploaded to their airline profile.
The airlines participating in the program include:

« Alaska Airlines

« American Airlines

o Delta Air Lines

« Southwest Airlines

« United Airlines
What about families?
Children can use TSA PreCheck Touchless ID lanes with their enrolled parents, but
there are a few caveats.
Children ages 13 to 17 must have a boarding pass that displays the PreCheck
Touchless |ID symbol. Children 12 and under do not need any indicator on their
boarding pass.
Additionally, all tickets must be booked on the same reservation.
Children under 18 will not present their face for biometric comparison, but they
may be asked to show their boarding passes.

How do | sign up?

To use the program, travelers must first opt in through their airline’s website or app
before checking in to their flight.

The process varies by airline, but you can usually find the prompt under a “travel
documents” section (where you add your known traveler number or passport
details) of your airline loyalty program app or website.

American Airlines customers, for example, will find the opt-in choice toward the
bottom of the “Information and password” page of their AAdvantage profile.
Alaska Airlines customers should go to their account settings, then click the
“travel documents” section.

Once travelers have opted in, then checked in for their flight, a TSA PreCheck
Touchless ID symbol should appear on their boarding pass. At the airport, travelers
should follow signs to a separate TSA PreCheck Touchless ID lane. Here, staff will

ask to see your boarding pass to ensure you're enrolled before allowing you to
enter. If the symbol is not on your boarding pass, you won't be able to use the lane,
even if you are enrolled. In airports or terminals without dedicated lanes, travelers
may be directed to the standard PreCheck lane.

Which airports offer PreCheck Touchless ID?
Travelers should check the TSA website for more information, as the program is
expanding. TSA PreCheck Touchless ID is available at the following airports

through varying participating airlines:
Albuguerque International Sunport

Austin-Bergstrom International Airport
Baltimore-Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport
Birmingham-Shuttlesworth International Airport
Eoise Airport

Boston Logan International Airport

Bradley International Airport

Buffalo Niagara International Airport

Charleston International Airport

Charlotte Douglas International Airport

Chicago Midway International Airport ‘
Chicago O'Hare International Airport [ ]
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport

Cleveland Hopkins International Airport

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport

Dallas Love Field

Daniel K. Inouye International Airport

Denver International Airport

Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport
Washington Dulles International Airport

Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport
George Bush Intercontinental Airport

Harry Reid International Airport
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport
Indianapolis International Airport

Jacksonville International Airport

John F. Kennedy International Airport

John Glenn Columbus International Airport

John Wayne Airport

Kansas City International Airport

LaGuardia Airport

Long Beach Airport

Los Angeles International Airport

Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
Luis Munoz Marin International Airport

Miami International Airport

Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport
Nashville International Airport DCA
MNewark Liberty International Airport

Morman Y. Mineta San Jose International Airport GROUD
Oakland San Francisco Bay Airport 6
Orlando International Airport

Palm Beach International Airport

Palm Springs International Airport
Philadelphia International Airport

Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport
Pittsburgh International Airport

Portland International Airport
Raleigh-Durham International Airport
Reagan National Airport

Rhode Island T. F. Green International Airport
Sacramento International Airport

Salt Lake City International Airport

San Antonio International Airport

San Diego International Airport

San Francisco International Airport
Seattle-Tacoma International Airport

St. Louis Lambert International Airport
Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport
Tampa International Airport

Tulsa International Airport

Will Rogers International Airport

William P. Hobby Airport
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What should | know about privacy concerns?

The TSA is using more facial recognition at the airport, including in regular security
lanes and CBP checks.

On its website, the TSA says, “Images are not used for law enforcement,
surveillance, nor shared with other entities. Your photo and personal data are
deleted within 24-hours of your scheduled flight departure.”

Some say facial recognition technology raises privacy and civil liberties concerns.
“Facial recognition technology is notoriously unreliable,” said Nate Wessler, deputy
director of the American Civil Liberties Union’s Speech, Privacy and Technology
Project.

“Denying people access to their flight because an algorithm got it wrong is a very
bad outcome for travelers and something we don't want to be playing with,”
Wessler continued.

There has been bipartisan effort to put more guardrails on biometric use at
airports. In the meantime, U.S. citizens have the right to opt out of biometric
screening at the airport.
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The Choice To Be Happy

[——

RajyoGi BRAHMA KUMAR NIKUN]J J1

(On the occasion of the International Day of Happiness (20 March)
declared by the United Nations)

epresentational photo provided by Brahma Ku-
maris Media And Public Relations Services Office
Being happy and content is the biggest chal-

lenge that most of us face today. With so much ad-

vanced technology around us, yet none of us have
found the formula to be happy and that too all the time.
So, what does happiness actually mean? Well! To put it
simply, to be happy is to be free of sorrow, worry and fear.
And this can be easily achieved with truth, courage and
faith. Doesn't it sound simple? Practically speaking, Hap-
piness is not a big thing as it is made out to be. We need
to understand simply that when we are not performing
good, righteous actions, the return of that is what we
experience — “Sorrow”. Similarly, when we worry all the
time, we are simply unable to perform good actions and
again what we experience is “Sorrow”. Let’s understand
this with a simple example. Most of us try and help those
who are less privileged than us Right? So, before perform-
ing an action to help a needy person, we get a thought
and feeling within us that we want to help someone. Now,
this thought itself brings happiness within us, even be-
fore we have put it to action, how? Simply because when
our mind is engaged in something good it is automati-
cally healed and we feel good inside.

Most of us are in a stage of worry all the time. Why?
Because we can‘t get “Detached” from everything around
us. YES! It is our own attachment to the people, objects
and property that causes sorrow within us. If we practise
the art of detachment, we would experience deep love
and peace from within. If there are thoughts of attach-
ment, we will not enjoy ourself from within, because
there will always be the feeling that something is wrong
and we will feel confused and afraid all the time, instead
of feeling happy. It’s a medically proven fact that those
who think too much are always in a state of confusion
and easily get disturbed. Such people are like caged bird
who is always unhappy and craves for liberation. Whereas

Representational photo provided by Brahma Kumaris Media And
Public Relations Services Office.

those who are free birds, they do not think much about
trivial matters and hence they get detached easily. When
at one end of the scale there are negative thoughts of
giving and taking sorrow and at the other end, there are
positive thoughts of accepting and giving happiness,
peace and love, what would you choose? So, let there be
a feeling of a connection of happiness between you and
others, let there be love and friendship in your interac-
tions with everyone. Because life is too short to waste
on small small worries. Remember! Happiness gained
through relationships and possessions has seeds of sor-
row because they are sown with expectations that stem
from greed, selfishness, attachment or ego. Hence before
getting yourself involved in anything, we need to ask
ourselves — “Will this bring me happiness?”.
In today’s fast-moving world, we have
also unknowingly connected happiness with
achievement, comparison and approval from
others. We often believe we will be happy
when something happens , when we earn
more, when we are appreciated, when things
go our way. But true happiness does not come
with such conditions. It is a choice we make
daily through the quality of our thoughts
and the maturity of our responses. A peace-
ful mind is not the result of a perfect life, but
of a trained and stable perspective. We also
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need to learn the simple art of pausing. A few moments
of silence during the day, a little gratitude for what is go-
ing right, and acceptance for what is not, can gradually
transform our inner state. Many times, happiness quietly
hides in ordinary moments like, a kind word, a genuine
smile, helping someone without expecting recognition,
or even having the strength to remain calm when things
do not go our way. These are the small but powerful vic-
tories of the soul that often go unnoticed.

The biggest secret to happiness is to have good wishes
and pure feelings in our heart for everyone, no matter
who they are, whether friends or foes, and even if they
have defamed us in the worst way. When we hold pure,
good wishes in the heart for others, we can maintain a
state of constant happiness. Because, good feelings are
like a bouquet of flowers in our heart that spreads its
fragrance inside and keeps us happy, no matter how bad
the situation outside is. We need to go within ourselves to
tap the eternal source of happiness and for that firstly we
need to be true to the self, know the self and be the self.
Once we have understood the happiness that comes from
within and as a result of the manner in which we conduct
our lives, and ourselves then it is possible to understand
how to share that happiness with others. Remember!
increasing the happiness of others brings happiness to
the self. So, keep distributing it to everyone, as this is the
wealth that multiplies by giving, and brings the giver the
added bonus of the good wishes and blessings of others.
Let us also remember that happiness increases when we
stop being too critical of ourselves. Accept your imperfec-
tions, learn from your mistakes and continue your jour-
ney with self-respect. A happy person is not
someone who has everything perfect, but
someone who keeps their intentions pure
and their heart light. When our intentions
are clean and our conscience is clear, hap-
piness stops being something we chase and
slowly becomes our natural way of living.

Rajyogi Brahma Kumar Nikunj Ji is a writer and
spiritual educator who has written for publica-
tions in India,Nepal & UK.
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Priyanka Chopra Dazzles In Backless
Sequined Dress At Oscars After-Party;
Nick Jonas Galls Her “Icon”

en it comes to red carpet
glamour, Priyanka Chopra
once again proved why she
remains one of the most
watched style icons on the global stage.

At the 98th Academy Awards, ‘The
Bluff” actor delivered not one but two
striking fashion moments, culminating
in a dazzling appearance at the star-
studded Vanity Fair Oscar Party.

Priyanka first stepped onto the Os-
cars red carpet as a presenter in a flaw-
less white gown that quickly became
one of the evening’s most talked-about
looks.

However, the fashion moment did
not end there.

Later in the evening, Priyanka ar-
rived at the Vanity Fair after-party with
a dramatic wardrobe change, embrac-
ing a bold and glamorous Hollywood

aesthetic.

For the celebration, she wore a
custom metallic silver-champagne gold
gown designed by Stella McCartney.
The shimmering outfit featured a strik-
ing backless design, a deep cowl-style
neckline and a thigh-high slit that
added a touch of drama. The gown also
included fur detailing that accentuated
the silhouette.

She paired the statement dress with
a floor-length brown fur stole and un-
derstated gold hoop earrings, allowing
the shimmering gown to remain the fo-
cal point. Her beauty look was kept soft
and elegant, with voluminous waves
framing her face and a subtle, natural
makeup palette completing the glamor-
ous appearance.

Priyanka was accompanied through-
out the evening by her husband, singer

and actor Nick Jonas. The couple co-
ordinated their outfits for both events
during the night. At the Oscars cer-
emony, Jonas wore a classic black velvet
tuxedo.

For the after-party, he switched to
a beige-coloured tuxedo coat paired
with a crisp white shirt, black bow tie
and black trousers, complementing Pri-
yanka Chopra’s shimmering ensemble.

Adding to the buzz around the look,
Jonas later shared a behind-the-scenes
clip from Priyanka’s pre-party photo-
shoot on social media.

In the video, Nick Jonas can be seen
lovingly adoring his wife as she poses
for the shoot. He then faces the camera
and says “icon,” referencing his wife.

In the caption, he praised the actor,
writing “Confirmed.”

-ANI
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www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know

Priyanka Chopra, Nick Jonas @theOscars
May 15, 2026.
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HOUSEHOLD HELP WANTED

FLORIDA NEAR DISNEY
Looking for Kitchen Helpers,
Cooks & Waiters
Accommodation and Transportation
Will Be Provided

Call Dhillon - 407 925 4145
03/20-MS

CHICAGO IL
Well established Indian restaurant
few miles from Devon Avenue is
looking for a kitchen help .
We'll provide you transport from Devon
Avenue. Great timing. Please call at

847-208-9343 .
03/20-04/10-MS

ROLLING MEADOWS, IL
Office Administrator
Must have experience &
legal Status to work
Tourism Related

Rolling Meadows, IL
Full-time, starting salary $3000/month
(847) 845-4950 neilk71@gmail.com

03/20-04/10 JG

LANCASTER PENNSYLVANIA
*Need Experienced Single / Couple
Housekeeping and Front Desk /
Manager for Franchise Motel.
*Cook for Indian food and restaurant
help. Accommodation
provided on premises.

Call / Text: (302)844-3202
03/20-04/17-SL

REAL ESTATE ATTORNEY

HOMES FOR SALE
FLORIDA
2 Homes Available For Sale in Parrish,

FloridaNalanda Estates Community.
Owners are VERY MOTIVATED
VERY ACTIVE RETIREMENT

COMMUNITY
CALL FEVIL PATEL 941-993-7286

FEVILSREALESTATE@GMAIL.COM
03/06-03/27 SL

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don't Accept the insurance company’s
first offer. Many injured parties are
entitled to major cash settlements. Get
a free evaluation to see what your case
is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation.
Call Now: 1-833-323-0318. Be ready
with your zip code to connect with the

closest provider.
NY SCAN

COMMERCIAL SPACE AVAILABLE
EDISON, NJ
3,000+ sg. ft. Commercial space available on
Oak Tree Road, Edison, NJ, located in the heart of the
Indian business district. Ideal for warehouse, retail,
or any business. Plenty of parking available.
For inquiries Call: 201-450-2818

tfn

HELP WANTED

Data Analyst needed to support corp. strategy through data analysis & bus. Intel.
Identify & analyze specific bus. ques. through dev of analytical frameworks & models,
draw conclusions & provide recommendations, translating & interpreting data into
positive outcomes & actionable insight. All duties will be performed using skills in
Applied Regression Analysis, Data Mining for Bus Analytics, &

Python Prog for Business App. Rate of pay is $139,506.00/yr.

Technical Architect needed to architect, design, analyze, develop, & implement
efficient info sys and/or operation sys in support of core enterprise functions.

All of the above duties will be performed using IBM Mainframes, SAP HANA,

& Stonebranch. Rate of pay is $150,550.00/yr.

Not all positions require all skills & tools. Work location for all positions will include
Edison, NJ & various unanticipated loc. throughout the U.S. as assigned which may
require reloc. Applicants should clearly identify the position they are applying for in
their cover letter & identify all education, training or experience related to the job offer.
Mail resumes to
Trigyn Technologies, Inc., Attn. HR, 100 Metroplex Drive, Ste. 301,
Edison, NJ 08817.

03/06-03/27 SL

STREETERVILLE IL
Part-time Companion Caregiver needed
for 94-year-old woman in Streeterville.
Mon-Fri, 11am-1:30pm. Companion-
ship, puzzles, lunch, light exercise,
light kitchen cleanup. Hindi & English
required. Experience preferred.

Call 773-251-4640.
03/06-03/27-MS

MOTEL FOR SALE

CONNECTICUT
12 Unit Motel + 3BR House on
1.89 Acres Berlin, CT
Monthly net income $10,000
Asking Price $1,450 K, Negotiable
Owner retiring.
Call 860-656-8813 / 860-944-4253

Email : motel1191@gmail.com
03/13-04/03-SL

MANHATTAN, NY

Childcare Opportunity
In Manhattan, New York
City. Please text message
this number if interested
774-345-3434

RENT / LEASE

Beautiful space on busy Oak Tree Road in Edison NJ.
This 2 story space offers about 1700 sqft
downstairs and about 800 upstairs, totaling to about 2500 sqft.
The space has a private entrance, offers ample parking,
and a nice backyard too. The other side of the building is
used as a doctor’s office. Excellent visibility, great for many
professional uses like doctor, CPA, lawyer.

Rent is $6000/mo plus utilities.

Interested in seeing the space? Call Sanjeev Aneja, Broker,
On Track Realty, 732-494-2211

TV INTERNET PHONE AUTO WANTED HEALTH HOME IMPROVEMENT REAL ESTATE

Get Boost Infinite!
Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G Networks,
One Low Price! Call Today and Get
The Latest iPhone Every Year On Us!

844-329-9391
NY SCAN

We buy 8,000 cars a week.
Sell your old, busted or junk car with no
hoops, haggles or headaches.
Sell your car to Peddle. Easy three
step process. Instant offer. Free pickup.

Fast payment. Call 1-855-403-3374
NY SCAN

Attention:
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99!
100% guaranteed.

CALL NOW: 1-833-641-6397
NY SCAN

Prepare for power outages today with a
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act
now to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-877-516-1160 today to schedule
a free quote. It's not just a generator.

It's a power move.
NY SCAN

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get cash
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses:

1-888-704-5670
NY SCAN
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SUDHIR M. PARIKH, M.D., FACAAI

Founder and Chairman
Diplomate of American Board of Allergy and Immunology,

Clinical Associate Professor-RWJ] Med School

PURVI PARIKH, M.D., FACP

Vice Chairman

Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine and Pediatrics
NYU School of Medicine.

Sreenivasrao Amara, M.D.
Rachel Bautista, M.D.
Herb Chin, P.A.
Grace Dela Cruz P.A.
Paul Ehrlich, M.D.

Deborah V. Fishman, M.D.

Faina Gutin, M.D.

CENTER FOR ASTHMA & ALLERGY (New Jersey)
ASTHMA ALLERGY MEDICAL CARE (New York)
ALLERGY & ASTHMA ASSOCIATES OF MURRAY HILL (New York City)

Shehnaz Halani, P.A.

Shameen Khan, M.D.

Majinder Kaur, M.D.
Shari Klig, M.D.
Lin Li, M.D.
Wei Wei Li, M.D.

Clement Maccia, M.D.

Fariha Malek, N.P.

Susan Panes, M.D.
Shivani Patel, P.A.

Vimala Patel, N.P.
Hinal Patel, P.A.

Brian Novick, M.D.
Purvi Parikh, M.D.

Steven Peltz, M.D.
Martin Pine, M.D.
Afreen Quraishi, P.A.
Karen Reaves, P.A.
Aliona Rudys, M.D.
Radha Shah, N.P.
Eun Sheen, M.D.

Fawzi Suliaman, M.D.
Michael Teitel, M.D.
Anant Warren, M.D.

NEW JERSEY LOCATIONS - CENTER FOR ASTHMA & ALLERGY - WWW.CENTERFORASTHMAALLERGY.COM (SUDHIR PARIKH, M.D., P.A.)

18 North Third Ave.
Highland Park, NJ 08904
Tel 732-545-0094
Fax: 732-545-4087

617-79th Street
No. Bergen, NJ 07047
Tel: 201-854-8119
Fax: 201-854-4875

300 Hudson Street
Hoboken, NJ 07030
Tel: 201-792-5900
Fax: 201-792-5320

1818 Oak Tree Rd.
Edison, NJ 08816
Tel: 732-205-0343
Fax: 732-205-0348

1018 Broad Street
Bloomfield, NJ 0703
Tel: 973-893-0093
Fax: 973-893-0090

2566 Nottingham Way
Trenton, NJ 08619
Tel: 609-587-3041
Fax: 609-587-9347

546 Westfield Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: 908-232-1565
Fax: 908-232-9301

222 Schanck Rd. # 203
Freehold, NJ 07728
Tel: 732-431-8266
Fax: 732-294-9794

200 Perrine Rd. Suite 207
Old Bridge, NJ 08857
Tel: 732-727-2530
Fax: 732-441-0490

926 North Wood Ave
Linden, NJ 07036
Tel: 908-925-3318
Fax: 908-95-86462

65 Mountain Blvd. Ext. 107
Warren, NJ 07059
Tel: 732-627-0900
Fax: 732-560-7388

D3 Brier Hall Ct.
East Brunswick, NJ 08816
Tel: 732-257-4008
Fax: 732-257-1958

25 Kensington Ave,
Jersey City, NJ 07304
Tel: (201) 434-4932

90 Millburn Ave,
Ste 200, Millburn NJ 07041
Tel: 973-763-5787
Fax: 973-763-8568

TOLL FREE 1-800-535-5227

NEW YORK CITY - ALLERGY & ASTHMA ASSOCIATES OF MURRAY HILL
WWW.ALLERGYASTHMANYC.COM

NEW YORK LOCATIONS - ASTHMA ALLERGY MEDICAL CARE (SUDHIR PARIKH, M.D., P.C.)

68 Nassau Road 111 Smithtown Bypass 2004 Grand Avenue 984 North Broadway 118-21 Queens Blvd

. Huntington, Suite 219 Baldwin, Suite 307 Suite 601,
161 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10016 NY 11743 Hauppauge, NY 11788 NY 11510 Yonkers, NY 10701 Forest Hills, NY 11375
Tel: 212-685-4225, Fax: 212-696-5682 Tel: 631-423-5590 Tel: 631-724-3355 Tel: 516-223-7656 Tel: 914-476-8877 Tel: 718-544-2066

Fax: 631-423-9137 Fax: 631-724-9751 Tel: 516-223-7656 Fax: 914-476-4754 Fax: 718-544-6664

Looking for a shipping partner?
ShipGlobal leads the way!

Express Services

Air Freight
Warehousing
eCommerce Solutions
Domestic Trucking

SHIP GLOBAL

GLOEBEAL SHIFP R

The country in your heart is never too far, 5-7 days delivery to India

212 382 1741 | sales@shipglobal.us
www.shipglobal.us
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MOTEL HELP WANTED

MOTEL

MOTEL HELP WANTED

CLEVELAND, OHIO
Indoor Franchise Hotel Looking for
a HOUSEKEEPING couple for Room
Cleaning. FREE Accommodation
provided with Full Kitchen.
Excellent salary and other benefits.
WhatsApp/ Call 216-256-4283/
216-303-3521.
02/27-03/20-SH;

VIRGINIA
Looking for experienced couple to
operate 27-room independent motel in
Richmond, VA. Includes full operations.
Must speak fluent English.
Legal work authorization required.
Accommodations provided.
Call 804-517-7484 or 804-317-8587.
03/13-04/03-SD)|

CHERRY HILL AREA, NJ
36 Rooms Independent Motel in
Cherry Hill Area, NJ need
Couple for Housekeeping.
Accommodation will be provided.
Experience Preferred.
Contact: 856-912-2965
03/13-04/10-SD|

PENNSYLVANIA

Need a General Manager position for a
Franchise Hotel in the Pittsburgh Area.

Minimum 2-3 years experience with

One year of Hotel Supervisory
experience preferred. Legal status must.
Accommodation available.
Email Resume:
vsmanagement303@gmail.com

03/06-04/03-SL]

MOTEL HELP WANTED

NORTH / SOUTH CAROLINA &
VIRGINIA STATE
NEED SINGLE or COUPLE
for Front Desk Clerk, Housekeeping
and Laundry help positions.
Accommodation available.
Text or Whatsapp PATEL:
828-446-3080
03/13-04/10-SL|

KENTUCKY
Looking for a Couple for running
Franchise Hotel. Accommodation on site
is available. Duties include Front Desk
Operation,Laundry and Breakfast Setup.
Future Partnership is option after Proven|
Successful Operations. Must have Legal
Status and Reliable Transportation.
Call on 3609470639.
03/20-04/10-JG|

CHICAGO SUBURB IL
Hotel Looking for Single/Couple
for housekeeping/laundry.
Accommodation provided.
For the front desk position :
must be Fluent in English.
Accommodation provided.
Call Mr. Patel 224-208-8608 &
Email k.sunstar@live.com

03/20-04/10-MS|

FLORIDA
Need Single / Couple experienced
Front Desk and Housekeeping
Couple help for Franchise Motel in
Vero Beach, FL 32960. Legal must.
Free accommodation provided.
Call Jay (334) 444 3979.
03/20-04/17-SL

WISCONSIN
Housekeeping couple for a franchise
property in Waukesha, Wisconsin
(Near Chicago). Accommodation
provided and legal must.
If interested, please
call Nick Patel at 443-760-5064
03/20-04/10-SL|

OHIO/FLORIDA
Single/Couple needed for
Assistant Manager, Front Desk/Night
Audit, Housekeeping & Laundry at
Franchise Hotel.
Accommodation Provided.
Whats App: 850-345-7992

03/20-04/17-SH

MOTEL HELP WANTED

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK
Immediate Hire
Need Full time / Part time Front desk
help, Night auditor with breakfast
experience and Housekeepers. Good
hourly pay, accommodation available.
Call / Text Shri (347) 320 3200.
03/20-04/10-SL

NORTH CAROLINA
Choice Hotel needs an experienced
couple for the Night Auditor . Must be
legal. Accommodation provided.
Attractive salary.
Call : 252-767-5252
nc802_27536@yahoo.com
03/20-04/17-SH|

TEXAS:

Need experienced Single / Couple
for Front Desk, Night Auditor &
Housekeeping / Laundry help for
Franchise Quality Inn & Suites in
Junction, TX 76849. Legal must.
Free accommodation provided.

Call Prerna (830) 377 4331
03/20-04/17-SL

Do you know what's in your water?
Leaf Home Water Solutions offers
FREE water testing and whole home
water treatment systems that can be
installed in as little one day. 15% off
your entire purchase. Plus 10% senior
& military discounts. Restrictions apply.
Schedule your FREE test today.

Call 1-866-247-5728
NY SCAN

AGING ROOF?
NEW HOMEOWNER?
STORM DAMAGE?
You need a local expert provider that
proudly stands behind their work. Fast,
free estimate. Financing available.

Call 1-833-880-7679
NY SCAN

FLORIDA
Urgent Help Needed Franchise Multiple
Motels in Florida needs experienced
live-in manager-Housekeepers couple,
Night auditor, Accountant and front desk
person and Wyndham,Choice and
Hilton experienced GMS. Must be
franchised experience. LOOKING FOR
FULL TIME DRIVER HELP.
Call or Text: B.P 386-566-87610r
email:bps1018@gmail.com
02/13-03/06-SD)|

Post your classified Ads now
www.newsindiatimes.com
773-856-0545

For all newspapers, 272iCiZdii NEWSINDIA [T
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CLASSIFIED

MATRIMONIAL

MALE

Charotar Bavis Gaam Patel family
seeking suitable match for 28yr never
married US Citizen daughter (M.Tech).

Well-educated, H1B/Citizen/Green

Card, same caste only.
Share biodata at +1(631)-943-2738,

arunpatelv62@yahoo.com
03/06-03/27-SD

MALE

Patel US Citizen boy, 36 yrs, 58",
Pharmacist, New York based looking
for educated, beautiful family oriented
Gujarati US Citizen / Green Card Holder
girl. Send Bio-data with recent photo:
arti414@hotmail.com

02/20-03/20-SL

Hindu male, retired,
living in Rockland County, NY,
looking for a female.
(845) 365-0737

02/20-03/13-JG

AUTO DONATIONS

Punjabi Male, 27 years, 5'8",
NYC-based Software Engineer, MBA
at NYU. Seeks a US-raised bride in the
NYC/NY area. Caste no bar.

Text YK : 678-304-8184.

03/13-04/03-SL

Gujarati Lohana Vegetarian Male, US
Citizen, Chicago based, never married,
IT, 510", 80 kgs, originally from
E Africa and US since 2007 seeking
well cultured, educated, Hindu family
oriented girl. Send photo / Bio-data :
vlalseta@gmail.com / 630 674 5331.

03/20-04/10-SL

NEW YORK
Patel Family invites proposal for their
non-Smoker and non-drinker
Never married, kind hearted 54
Yrs/5'9"/170 Ibs USA Citizen Son,
residing in New York, raised in USA from
family oriented girl. Caste no bar.

Contact: milan333ny@aol.com
03/20-04/03-SD

AUTO DONATIONS

BUSINESS/SERVICES DIRECTORY

EVALUATION
For foreign degree evaluation,
immigration help, college
admission, language
translation/interpretation
Please call us

718-445-2790
or visit
www.degreeevaluationcom
www.translationmaster.org

08/15-11/14- SH

Waldwick, NJ 07463
201-632-1529
tejas@kapadialaw.com

Real Estate, Business,
Wills (Estate Planning),
Immigration & General
Law, Practicing in
New York & New Jersey.

Enrolled Agent with IRS.

08/15-08/07/26-sd

MUSIC

ACCOUNTANTS/CPA

ESTABLISHED 1975 NJ Registered Professional Provider

Private Lessons on All Instruments
and Virtual Lessons.

East Hanover (973) 428-0405
Springfield (973) 467-4688
www.calderoneschoolofmusic.com
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HEMISH S. KAPADIA, CPA, EA, MBA, MS
SUSHIL T. KAPADIA, CPA, EA, ACA

Enrolled Agent with IRS, Certified
Public Accountant, Chartered
Accountant, Former Tax Auditor &
Assistant to Income Tax Commissioner - NYC.
44+ years in practice.

Tel: (201) 444-4648

8/15-08/07726-sd

epaper.desitalk.com

DEGREE EVALUATION ACCOUNTANTS/CPA ACCOUNTANTS/CPA
IMMIGRATION HELP & ANJAY ACCOUNTAX SERVICE NJ LLC
FOREIGN DEGREE TEJAS S. KAPADIA, ESQ. Harish Hathiwala, CPA

07/04- 06/26/26-sd

Specializing in
Accounting , Auditing , Income Tax
Individual - Business - Corporation
New Business Set Up Service
Jersey City: (201) 656-2000
NY City: (212) 714-1988
Central Jersey: (908) 837-9030
Orlando: (407) 403-6582

ACCOUNTANTS/CPA

-06/06/25-06/29/25sd

HOW TO CREATE TAX FREE ASSETS?

SHIV KUMAR SAHANI

Agent, New York Life Insurance Co.
646-644-0174
i Own Yeam O Agents Are Ready Yo Help! #
PRIYA SAHANI - (917) 723-6684
RAVI SURTI - (614) 578-7070

ARISH K. SAHANI - (646) 644-2139
" SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1972

"Making Friends Through Service" X

TRAVEL SERVICES SERVICES MISCELLANEOUS

Donate your car today, running or not.
Support Patriotic Hearts for our
Veterans and their Families!
Free fast pickup. May be tax
deductible. Se habla Espafiol.

Call now: 844-415-1229
NY SCAN

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind

Today at 1-855-484-3467 today!
NY SCAN

SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS! Up
to 75% More than 500 AIRLINES and
300,000 HOTELS across the world.
Let us do the research
for you for FREE!

Call: 877 988 7277

NY SCAN

PEST CONTROL:
PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and

other pests. Locally owned and afford-
able. Call for service or an inspection
today! 1-833-549-0598 Have zip code

of property ready when calling!
NY SCAN

Consumer Cellular -
the same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just
$20/month. For more information,

call 1-844-919-1682
NY SCAN

MATCHES!

UNLOCKTHE DOOR
TO A LIFETIME OF

%/,y}{/ze&s,

POST YOUR AD TODAY, AND LET US
CONNECT YOU WITH POTENTIAL

www.newsindiatimes.com

(© 773-856-0545
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Cooking

2502 S Alpine Rd,
Rockford, IL 61108
Tel: (779) 210-7151
Fax: (779) 210-7157

1821 Larkin Ave.
Elgin, IL 60123

Tel: (847) 608-9352
Fax: (847) 608-9353

2225 W. North Ave.
Melrose Park, IL 60160
Tel: (708) 344-2273
Fax: (708) 344-2277

APPLY
NOW!

Cleaning

Shopping

Wiching you a blecced Eid filled with love, care, and warmth
OUR CAREGIVERS HELP WITH DAILY CHORES SUCH AS:

id B i

Doctor Visits Other Needed

Laundry

OUR LOCATIONS

1024 S McHenry Ave.
Crystal Lake, IL 60014
Tel: (815) 455-2273
Fax: (814) 455-2278

8104 S. Roberts Rd.
Justice, IL 60458
Tel: (708) 594-2273
Fax: (708) 594-2217

2900 W. Devon Ave.
Chicago, IL 60659
Tel: (773) 274-1380
Fax: (773) 274-1381

1717 W Golf Road
Mount Prospect, IL 60056
Tel: (847) 427-2273
Fax: (847) 640-9204

489 W. Boughton Road
Bolingbrook, IL 60440
Tel: (630) 679-1580
Fax: (630) 679-1581

5200 Main Street
Skokie, IL 60077
Tel: (847) 329-8500
Fax: (847) 329-8501

HIRING CAREGIVERS FOR SENIOR CARE

https://saharahomecare.com/homecare-aide-application/

Inio@saharahomecare.com @@ X@®

DES|

Assistance

4310 W. Lawrence Ave.
Chicago, IL 60630
Tel: (773) 685-2273
Fax: (773) 685-2272

1830 W. Army Trail Rd.
Hanover Park, IL 60133
Tel: (630) 372-2475
Fax: (630) 372-2488

510 E 22 St,

Lombard, IL 60148
Tel: (630) 953-1950
Fax: (630) 953-1951




