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Modi Adopted Strong Line To CGlinch US Trade Deal,
Sent Message Of India’s Resilience Through Doval

By SupnI RANJAN SEN, DAN STRUMPF
AND SHRUTI SRIVASTAVA

n early September, shortly after Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a
chummy meeting with Vladimir Putin
and Xi Jinping in China, he dispatched
his national security adviser to Wash-
ington to help smooth over fraying ties.

Ajit Doval came with a message for Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio: India wanted
to put the acrimony between the two
nations behind it and get back to negotiat-
ing a trade deal, according to officials in
New Delhi familiar with the meeting, who
asked not to be identified because the
discussions were private.

Doval told Rubio that India wouldn't
be bullied by US President Donald Trump
and his top aides, the people said, and
would be willing to wait out his term,
having faced other hostile US administra-
tions in the past. But New Delhi wanted
Trump and his aides to dial down their
public criticism of India so they could get
relations back on track, Doval said in the
meeting.

At the time, India was smarting from
Trump’s insults and the 50% tariffs he'd
slapped on its goods in August. The
US president had called India a “dead”
economy with high tariffs and that it was
funding Putin’s war in Ukraine by buying
Russian oil.

It wasn't long after Doval’s meeting,
which was previously unreported, that the
first signs of an ease in tensions emerged.
On Sept. 16, Trump called Modi on his
birthday and praised him for doing a “tre-
mendous job.” By the end of the year, the
two leaders had spoken four more times
on the phone as they inched toward a deal
to bring down the tariffs.

Randhir Jaiswal, spokesman for India’s
Ministry of External Affairs, denied that
the Doval-Rubio meeting took place when
asked about it at a regular briefing on
Thursday. A spokesperson for the US State
Department said that in keeping with
standard diplomatic practice, it does not
disclose the details of private discussions.

On Monday, Trump announced he'd

“RS/FILE PHOTO
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Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi talks with Russian President Vladimir Putin
and Chinese President Xi Jinping ahead of the Shanghai Cooperation

U.S. President Donald Trump and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi prepare to shake hands as they attend
a joint press conference at the White House in Washington, D.C., U.S., February 13, 2025.

Breaking:
India and the U.S. expect
to sign a formal trade deal
in March, after which
New Delhi will lower
tariffs on U.S. goods, Trade
Minister Piyush Goyal said
on Thursday, giving the
first official timeline for
the deal’s adoption.”

-REUTERS

reached a trade agreement with Modi that
would reduce tariffs on India’s goods to
18%, lower than most of its peers in Asia.
A punitive 25% duty that the US leader
had slapped on India for buying Russian
oil was also scrapped. In turn, Trump said,
India agreed to purchase $500 billion of
US goods, switch to buying Venezuelan

PHOTO: PRAKASH SINGH/BLOOMBERG

Organization (SCO) Summit 2025 at the Meijiang C
onvention and Exhibition Centre in Tianjin, China, September 1, 2025.
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oil, and reduce tariffs on US imports to
zero. Modi’s government hasn’t confirmed
those details and neither side has pub-
lished any documentation to codify the
agreement.

“The past year has been one where ne-
gotiators, both in the US and India worked
feverishly to get us to this point,” Nisha
Biswal, partner at The Asia Group and
former US Assistant Secretary of State for
South and Central Asian Affairs, said in an
interview with Bloomberg TV. “It benefits
both the US and India that you have an
India that is finally really opening up on
global trade.”

Publicly, there had been no indication
from either side that a deal was imminent.
As recently as last week, US Trade Repre-
sentative Jamieson Greer said India still
had along way to go to convince Washing-
ton it was halting Russia crude buys.

On Monday, officials in New Delhi were
taken by surprise when Trump posted
about the deal on social media. Many
senior bureaucrats in the foreign and
commerce ministries, even those who had

Narendra Modi with the European Council’s Antonio Costa and the European
Commission’s Ursula von der Leyen in New Delhi on Jan. 27.

been directly involved in the trade negoti-
ations, were oblivious that a call had been
scheduled between the leaders that day.
Some were unable to confirm key details
related to the tariff announcement when
contacted by reporters late in the day.

Behind the scenes, though, New Delhi
had been working to get relations gradu-
ally back on track. Doval’s meeting with
Rubio in September was a signal to Wash-
ington that it sees the US as a long-term
strategic partner and couldn’t afford to
allow ties to deteriorate further.

The prevailing view in New Delhi was
that India needed US capital, technology
and military cooperation to deter China
and meet Modi’s goals of making the
South Asian nation a developed economy
by 2047. Trump was just a blip over that
time frame, officials in New Delhi said,
and India needs to stay focused on doing
what's best over the long term.

“New Delhi was never going to sever
relations with Washington following last
year’s downturn in bilateral relations,”
said Chietigj Bajpaee, a senior research
fellow for South Asia at Chatham House.
“India-US relations remain ‘sticky’ given
the plethora of institutionalized and
people-to-people linkages between both
countries.”

“That being said,” he added, “the ir-
rational exuberance that marked New
Delhi’s earlier assessments of the bilateral
relationship have faded.”

Relations had spiraled downward ever
since Trump claimed credit in May for
resolving a four-day clash between India
and neighboring Pakistan, a boast that
Modi vehemently rejected. In a tense call
between the two leaders in June, Modi
declined Trump’s request to come to the
White House, where the US president
was hosting Pakistan’s army chief at the
time. In October, Modi skipped a summit
in Malaysia to avoid a possibly awkward
meeting with Trump.

The arrival of new US Ambassador
Sergio Gor to New Delhi in December
appeared to kick off more serious efforts
to get relations back on an even keel. Gor,
a former senior White House official and
longtime member of Trump’s inner circle
who is also close to Rubio, has repeatedly
underscored the importance of US-India
ties.

In his first public speech in his new
role, Gor cast the tensions between the
two countries as disagreements among
“real friends,” which he said both sides
were sure to resolve. He also announced
India would be invited to join a US-led
alliance, called Pax Silica, to strengthen
supply chains.

A further thaw in ties was evident dur-
ing a meeting between Gor and External
Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishan-
kar last week, according to people familiar
with the matter. Gor said in a social-media
post that the two sides discussed “every-
thing from defense, trade, critical miner-
als, and working toward our common

-CoNTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Community in Grief as Pioneer Leaves Behind Enduring Legacy

By A STAFF WRITER

es Plaines, Ill. — The community is mourn-

ing the loss of Ashraf Alj, a respected leader,

entrepreneur and longtime advocate, who

passed away Sunday morning, Jan. 25, 2026.

He leaves behind a legacy of service, innova-
tion and dedication that shaped institutions and touched
countless lives across the Chicago area.

Ali served as President of the Development Corpora-
tion of America, based in Des Plaines. The company
operates primarily in the real estate sector, specializing
in subdivision and development projects. An engineer by
training, Ali was also part of the team at the internation-
ally renowned architectural firm Skidmore that helped
construct the iconic Sears Tower — now known as Willis
Tower. Over the course of his career, he contributed his
expertise to numerous architectural projects throughout
Chicago.

Beyond his professional accomplishments, Ali devoted
more than three decades to serving the Asian commu-
nity through nonprofit work. He was the longest-serving
member of the Board of Directors at AHS Family Health
Center and made history as the organization’s first Board
Chairperson when it became a Federally Qualified Health
Center in the early 2000s. He also served as Board Trea-
surer.

Ali’'s background in construction and development
proved instrumental in the health center’s growth. His
leadership helped guide the expansion of AHS Family
Health Center to four locations, and he played a key role
in completing its headquarters at 6301 N. Western Ave.

News of his passing has prompted an outpouring of
condolences from colleagues and community members.

“Mr. Ashraf Ali, a long-term Board Director and the
first AHS Family Health Center Board Chair, influenced
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Mr. Ashraf Ali

every strategic decision and growth of our organization
for more than two decades with his unmatched enthusi-
asm,” said Dr. Muhammad Paracha, CEO of AHS Family
Health Center. “He served the Asian community well and
will be remembered for all the impactful work he has
done for the Asian and Bangladeshi communities.”
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James Luciano, current Board Chair of AHS Family
Health Center, said, “Mr. Ali’s contributions were very
impactful and too many to count. He has truly made each
one of us better, and now it’s our responsibility to carry
on with that passion and integrity.”

Dr. Larry Williams, Board Vice Chair, described Ali as “a
great person and mentor” who “will be missed.”

Board Treasurer Mahmood Khan added, “Mr. Ali was
an integral part of our community, and his presence will
be deeply missed. He treated everyone with respect. My
thoughts and prayers are with his family during this dif-
ficult time.”

Dr. Ayesha Hussain, Chief Medical Officer, noted that
Ali was involved with AHS Family Health Center from its
inception. “His dedication and unwavering commitment
to serving underserved communities was exceptional.
His passing represents a significant loss to our organiza-
tion and to the communities we serve.”

Dr. Lisa Beaudette-Nguyen, Chief Dental Officer, called
him “a strong supporter of our clinic,” adding that the
organization “will always be grateful for his impact on our
health center and community.”

Paul Nagpal, Chief Financial Officer, described Ali as
“an inspirational leader” whose legacy should be cel-
ebrated.

Members of the AHS Family Health Center Board and
staff expressed their sorrow, including board members
Fe Cabrera, Mariam Hassan, Elsadig Elmehdi, Marivic
Guitirrez, Anabelle Cortes and Dr. Rohitkumar Vasa,
along with staff members Khalid Sabzwari, Emina Celik,
Mosharraf Khandaker, Ranjana Khan and former board
member Abha Pandya.

Ali is survived by his wife, son, daughter and grandchil-
dren. Family members said they will cherish his memory
and continue to celebrate the legacy of a man whose
vision and service strengthened both his profession and
his community.
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Analysis: US, India Unveil Interim Trade Framework,
Move Closer To Broad Pact

BY JARRETT RENSHAW, DAVID LAWDER AND MANOJ KUMAR

he United States and India moved closer to a trade
pact on Friday, releasing an interim framework
that would lower tariffs, reshape energy ties and
deepen economic cooperation as both countries
seek to realign global supply chains.

The framework reaffirms a commitment to negotia-
tions toward a broader bilateral trade agreement, the two
governments said in a joint statement, while noting that
further negotiations were needed to complete the pact.

Separately, U.S. President Donald Trump in an execu-
tive order removed the additional 25% tariff imposed
on Indian goods for Russian oil purchases as New Delhi
“committed to stop directly or indirectly importing” Rus-
sian oil.

However, U.S. officials will monitor and recommend
reinstating the tariff if India resumes oil procurement
from Russia, the order said, as Washington maintains
pressure on India to restrict energy ties with Moscow.

The India-U.S. joint statement did not mention India’s
Russian oil purchases or a formal pledge from India to
confirm the move.

Trump announced a deal with India on Monday to cut
U.S. tariffs on Indian goods to 18% from 50% in exchange
for India halting purchases of Russian oil and lowering
trade barriers.

Half of the 50% rate had been imposed separately by
Trump as punishment for India’s purchases of Russian
oil, which he said were fuelling Moscow’s war effort in
Ukraine. Trump signed an executive order on Friday
rescinding that 25% portion after India agreed this week
to shift its oil buying to the U.S. and Venezuela.

However, the statement indicated that New Delhi re-
sisted Washington’s push to broadly open its agricultural
market.

Trade Minister Piyush Goyal said the agreement
safeguards farmers’ interests and rural livelihoods by
“completely protecting sensitive agricultural and dairy
products”.

Imports of genetically modified agricultural products
would not be directly allowed as there was no such provi-
sion in the pact, while fruits like apples would allowed
under a tariff quota, he said at a press briefing.

On Russian oil, Goyal declined to comment, saying the

PHOTO: REUTERS/ADNAN ABIDI/FILE PHOTO
. .

U.S. President Donald Trump and India’s Prime Minister
Narendra Modi arrive for their joint news conference at Hyderabad
House in New Delhi, India, February 25, 2020.

foreign ministry would respond.

India’s opposition Congress party, however, said the
trade deal was concluded on U.S. terms and hurt farmers
and traders, calling the pact a “complete surrender” of
national interests.

NEW DETAILS ON TARIFF REDUCTIONS

Friday’s joint statement provides additional details
compared with initial outlines of the trade deal revealed
by Trump on Monday.

It confirms that India will purchase $500 billion in U.S.
goods over a five-year period, including oil, gas, cok-
ing coal, aircraft and aircraft parts, precious metals, and
technology products. The last category includes graphics
processing units, typically used for Al applications, and
other goods used in data centers.

It said India would eliminate or reduce tariffs on all
U.S. industrial goods and a wide range of U.S. food and
agricultural products, including dried distillers’ grains
and red sorghum for animal feed, tree nuts, fresh and
processed fruit, soybean oil, wine and spirits.

U.S. TO KEEP 18% TARIFF

But the deal will apply an 18% tariff rate on most

imports to the U.S. from India, including textiles and
apparel, leather and footwear, plastic and rubber, organic
chemicals, home decor, artisanal products and certain
machinery.

India will get the same tariff relief granted to other
allied countries that have signed trade deals with the
United States on certain aircraft and aircraft parts, and
will receive a quota for auto parts imports that will be
subject to a lower tariff rate, according to the statement.

Depending on the results of the Trump administra-
tion’s tariff investigation into pharmaceuticals and their
ingredients, “India will receive negotiated outcomes with
respect to generic pharmaceuticals and ingredients,” the
statement said.

Goyal hailed the framework agreement as opening a
market worth $30 trillion — the U.S. annual GDP - to In-
dian exporters, especially farmers, fishermen, and micro
and small-to-medium enterprises.

Goyal had said on Thursday that Washington and New
Delhi aimed to sign a formal trade agreement in March,
after which India’s tariff cuts on U.S. exports would go
into effect.

ACCEPTING U.S. STANDARDS

India also agreed to address longstanding non-tariff
barriers on imports of agricultural products, medical de-
vices and communications gear, with negotiations to be
completed within six months on an agreement to accept
U.S. or international safety and licensing standards for
product imports.

The U.S. affirmed that it intends to consider India’s
requests for lower tariffs on Indian goods during further
negotiations of the bilateral trade agreement. The two
sides also agreed to cooperate on enforcement of export
controls on sensitive technologies and take actions to
address “non-market policies of third parties,” a reference
to China.

The United States and India have struggled for years to
conclude a full trade deal, with disputes spanning agri-
culture, digital trade, medical devices and market access.
But strategic concerns — including competition with
China, supply-chain diversification and energy security
— have injected new urgency into talks, officials in both
countries say.

-REUTERS

Modi Adopted Strong Line To Clinch US Trade Deal; Sent Message
Of India’s Resilience Through Doval

-CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

interests,” adding: “Stay tuned for much
more!”

Jaishankar is currently in the US, where
he’s held talks with Rubio on trade and
supply chains.

“This appears to conclude a difficult
six-month period for US-India relations,”
said Alexander Slater, former India head
of the US-India Business Council. “It also
adds to recent signals about where India’s
economic future is likely headed” and
“removes a key impediment to what had
been India’s gradual but steady alignment
with the West.”

Despite the rapprochement, India
has reason to proceed cautiously with
Trump, and is keen to assert its strategic

autonomy. Modi’s viral moment with Xi
and Putin, clasping hands and chuckling
together, was meant to show Trump that
it has other options, officials in New Delhi
said. Modi rolled out the red carpet for
Putin in December, showcasing ties with a
country that remains an important source
of weapons and diplomatic support dat-
ing back to the Cold War.

Last week, Modi clinched a free trade
pact with the European Union after
almost two decades of talks, coming just
months after India’s trade deal with the
UK - deals that showed India was serious
about diversifying its trade relationships
in the face of the impasse with the US, ac-
cording to an official aware of the details.

Later this month, Modi will host Cana-
da’s Mark Carney and Brazil’s Luiz Inacio

Lula da Silva in New Delhi, further using
Trump’s new world order to forge closer
economic and political ties with so-called
“middle power” countries.

Still, the US remains a crucial partner
for India, both as a market and as a source
of investment. The nation ships about a
fifth of its exports to the US, a large share
of which are mobile phones and elec-
tronic goods, sectors that are key to Modi’s
manufacturing ambitions. US companies
lined up big investment pledges in India
in recent months, especially in Al, includ-
ing a combined pledge of $52 billion by
Amazon.com Inc. and Microsoft Corp.
in December. Alphabet Inc.’s Google an-
nounced $15 billion of investment in data
centers in October.

India is also becoming more important

for the US financial industry. Goldman
Sachs Group Inc. has its biggest office
outside of New York in the southern In-
dian city of Bengaluru, where it provides
sophisticated IT and financial technology
support to clients around the world.

“The larger geopolitical factors or
strategic factors that bind Indian and
the US together are still in place,” said
Milan Vaishnay, director of the South Asia
Program at the Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace. “India requires a
great amount of capital, of investment, of
technology transfer, investments. So the
US is critical.”

(THIS ARTICLE APPEARED IN
THE WASHINGTON POST/BLOOMBERG SYNDI-
CATED SERVICE FEB. 5,2026).
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On behalf of Life Global, USA, we express our sincere gratitude
to distinguished business leaders and philanthropists Rika
and Manu Shah of California for their generous support,
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Family Trust Primary Schools & Shah Happiness Foundation
Primary Schools at Vaghpar, Gundakhada, Ghuntu and Nichi
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Education and Environment in Harmony

The village Ghuntu, Morbi district, marked a meaningful milestone with the
dedication ceremony of the Shah Happiness Foundation Primary School, on
Saturday, January 10, 2026. The school provides access to quality education in a
safe and inspiring environment, nurturing confidence, discipline, and aspiration
among young learners. The launch as the model project of SHAH HAPPINESS
FOUNDATION — LIFE Vertical Gardening Initiative at Navnat UK Primary
School, Jabalpur, Morbi, under Project ‘Life’, promotes nutritional
improvement, environmental responsibility, and experiential learning, while
encouraging urban biodiversity and greenery within school environments. The
initiative aims to enhance awareness among students of Shah Happiness
Foundation primary schools and 25 primary schools across Morbi district,
focusing on the optimal use of land and water resources.

Expression of Gratitude — Ghuntu Ceremony

Sincere gratitude to all dignitaries, guests, and well-wishers who graced the
dedication ceremony of the Shah Happiness Foundation Primary School at
Ghuntu. Special appreciation was extended to Neerav Doshi, Vice President, MSI
Services, Bengaluru, who dedicated the school on behalf of Rika & Manu Shah.
Prominent dignitaries including Dr. Dipti McGowan, Chair, Life Global Australia,
Suryakant Shah, Rachel Rebecca Thompson, Geoffrey Noel Anson, Charles
Ronald Tym, Benjamin & Leo Henderson, Oraphan Usman, and Renuka Mehta,
UK whose participation reflected global solidarity with rural education and
sustainability initiatives.
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Launch of SHAH HAPPINESS FOUNDATION — LIFE Vertical Gardening
Initiative Model Project at Navnat UK Primary School, Jabalpur, Morbi

Inauguration of SHAH HAPPINESS FOUNDATION — LIFE Thalassaemia
Screening & Awareness Programme - 2026

THE PHILOSOPHY OF GIVING BACK: RIKA & MANU SHAH

The philosophy of “Think Big, Be Bold” of Rika &
Manu Shah, reflects a deep and unwavering
commitment to long-term, sustainable impact through the
transformative initiatives, from rural primary school
infrastructure, digital education, women empowerment,
preventive healthcare, and community well-being across
Morbi and the wider Saurashtra—Kutch region.

CHIEF BENEFACTOR RIKA &
MANU SHAH, CALIFORNIA, USA
Channeled through the Sarva Mangal Family Trust & Shah Happiness
Foundation and Project ‘Life’, Rajkot, Gujarat, their work is rooted in the
belief that prosperity finds true meaning only when it uplifts society. This is not
episodic charity, but purposeful institution-building strengthening education
systems while extending life-saving healthcare through the Life Blood Centre
for economically vulnerable communities, including children affected by
Thalassaemia. Driven by Manu Shah’s conviction that progress has meaning
only when white-collar vision uplifts blue-collar lives, their initiatives strive to
ensure opportunity reaches every hand that builds the nation.

To Safeguard School Education & Thalassaemia Prevention Together

Nichi Mandal witnessed a significant milestone with the inauguration of Shah
Happiness Foundation — LIFE Thalassaemia Screening & Awareness
Programme - 2026, launched as a pilot project along with the dedication of Shah
Happiness Foundation Primary School on Tuesday, January 20, 2026. The pilot
project aims to ensure that no child is born into preventable lifelong suffering.
The initiative marks prevention of deadly disease Thalassaemia, by focusing on
awareness, early screening, and community awareness. Designed to be scalable
and replicable, the program targets Thalassaemia prevention among
marriageable youth across Morbi, Saurashtra and Kutch, with plans to conduct
30,000 screening tests and reach over 300,000 individuals through structured
awareness initiatives, laying the foundation for wider regional expansion.

Expression of Gratitude — Nichi Mandal Ceremony

Sincere thanks to all dignitaries and guests who attended the inauguration of the
Shah Happiness Foundation — LIFE Thalassaemia Screening & Awareness
Programme - 2026 and the dedication of the Shah Happiness Foundation
Primary School at Nichi Mandal. Deep appreciation to Lokesh Mehta, Senior Vice
President, MSI Services, Bengaluru, for inaugurating the program in virtual presence
of Rika & Manu Shah. The presence and encouragement of public representatives
including Durlabhjibhai Detharia, MLA, Vanrajsinh Padharia, Joint Secretary,
Health Department of Government of Gujarat, along with Morbi-based industrialists,
prominent ceramic vendors of MSI Services Khimji Kundaria, Vipul Kundaria,
Chandra Kundaria, Paresh Kundaria, Amit Detharia, Urvesh Desai were
gratefully acknowledged. Our thanks to Overseas Guests Rupande & Jaymal
Ruparell from Canada for attending the ceremony.
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Dedication of Shah Happiness Foundation Primary School at Ghuntu Dedication of Shah Happiness Foundation Primary School at Nichi Mandal
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Joined virtually by Manu Shah, Shashikant Koticha and Vanrajsinh Padharia

Attended in person by Lokesh Mehta, Meetal Koticha Shah and Rushikesh Pandya

Life Global USA and Project ‘Life’, India, extended special gratitude to Rika and Manu Shah of the Shah Happiness Foundation, California (USA),
for their sustained commitment to education, environmental stewardship, women’s empowerment, and preventive healthcare.

Dr. Parikh also acknowledged the efforts of Bakul Mehta, Patron, Shashikant Koticha, Managing Trustee, Meetal Koticha Shah, Joint Executive Trustee & CEO,
and Rushikesh Pandya, CDOO, Project ‘Life’, for their leadership and coordination.

A STRONG MESSAGE FOR THE FUTURE
“When villages invest in prevention, education, and compassion; they invest in the destiny of the nation.”
The initiatives at Ghuntu and Nichi Mandal remind us that meaningful change begins with intent, integrity, and action at the grassroots. Let these milestones inspire more
communities to choose awareness over ignorance, prevention over suffering, and education over limitation, so that every child is born healthy, learns with

dignity, and grows with purpose.
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People Like Nirav Shah Ushered Their States Through Covid.
Now They Want To Lead Them

By DAN MERICA

irav Shah understands that not everyone agrees
with how he led the state of Maine through the
coronavirus pandemic. And he is happy to admit
that he made some mistakes.

That, he argues, is why he should be governor.

“I have taken tough questions about covid, and as a re-
sult, I am a better leader,” said Shah, a leading Democrat-
ic gubernatorial candidate in Maine who ran the state’s
Center for Disease Control and Prevention from 2019 to
2023. “If I knew then what I know now, what would I have
done differently?” he said. “I think one of the reasons why
my candidacy has traction is that I've been very open
about it.”

Shah is one of a small but growing group of doctors
and public health officials who helped helm their states
through the coronavirus pandemic and are now either
holding or running for office. Their candidacies offer a
test for how those involved in the pandemic response dis-
cuss their work, how the public feels about the more con-
troversial actions taken in the name of keeping people
safe and whether voters will be turned off by memories of
the dark period.

Decisions made during the coronavirus pandemic
remain notably polarizing, with polls finding one of the
only areas of widespread agreement is that the pandemic
“did more to drive the country apart than to bring it
together.” Democrats and Republicans are divided on
support for required vaccinations in response to the pan-
demic, whether institutions came up short on protecting
people and if government officials gave too little consid-
eration to individual choice, according to a 2025 survey
by the Pew Research Center.

But those doctors turned candidates argue that they
will be judged more as comforters during a crisis than on
a set of policies.

The pandemic turned public health officials in these
states into overnight statewide celebrities — and, in some
cases, villains. Epidemiologists were often the face of
their state’s response, holding hours-long briefings that
detailed what officials were doing and, for some, provid-
ing stability during a particularly unstable time. That
phenomenon created a deep reservoir of support, and
some antipathy, for these doctors.

The vast majority of candidates associated with the
pandemic are Democrats — a reflection of the party’s
lean into science in the face of Republican attacks and
the rise of vaccine-skeptic Health and Human Services
Secretary Robert E Kennedy Jr. While the majority of
doctors in Congress are Republicans, like Sens. Rand Paul
(Kentucky) and Bill Cassidy (Louisiana), their party has
collectively moved against many of the actions that were
taken to combat the deadly coronavirus, especially rules
about masking in public and prolonged school closures,
Democrats’ largest vulnerability around the pandemic.

PHOTO: FACEBOOK @NIRAV SHAH FOR MAINE

Nirav Shah, candidate for Governor of Maine.

“If T knew then what I know now about schools, I
would have approached things differently,” Shah said in
an interview with The Washington Post. While he de-
fended the state’s record on school closures — which were
shorter than those in other states — “in hindsight, every-
thing’s easy, but I would have done things differently.”

He also said he should have been clearer in explain-
ing that other guidelines were subject to updating as
understanding of the virus shifted. Many voters and some
political figures criticized the changing guidance related
to masking and quarantines.

“It’s a really interesting test,” said Josh Green, a doctor
and the governor of Hawaii, who worked as the state’s
covid response point person when he served as lieuten-
ant governor. “There’s no question that regions view
the covid response differently, but the real litmus test is
whether they perceive the candidate as a caring physician
or someone who can connect to their community.”

Green, who won his first term as governor in 2022,
credits his role in the pandemic response with his victory.
“I ended up bonding with the entire population,” he said.
The Democrat is the overwhelming favorite to win reelec-
tion later this year.

Amy Acton, the presumptive Democratic nominee for
governor in Ohio, represents a unique test of this dy-
namic.

The former director of the Ohio Department of Health
became a hero to some for her work steering the Republi-
can-controlled state through the pandemic. But she also
faced charged, personal protests, including by armed
men at her home, for her decisions.

“I am very proud of the way we worked in a very non-
partisan way,” Acton said.

Some of her decisions were controversial. Ohio Gov.
Mike DeWine (R), acting on Acton’s advice, was the
first governor to shut down schools statewide, and the
state called off its presidential primary in March 2020

mere hours before polls were supposed to open. Acton
resigned her public health role in 2020, citing a refusal
to sign certain health orders that she feared “would have
killed people,” she said in a local TV interview.

Acton has been reticent when asked whether she
made any mistakes as she led Ohio through the pandem-
ic, and, in a nod to the politics of her state, which has
backed President Donald Trump every time he has been
on the ballot, she has said her work was done alongside
DeWine.

Republicans, however, are eager to use the response
against her.

“Itis clearly her number one negative with Republi-
cans, by far. It is what she is known for,” said Shannon
Burns, the head of Strongsville GOP, a grassroots Republi-
can organization outside Cleveland. “Quite frankly, she is
public enemy number one in the Republican base.”

Where Shah is facing a crowded Democratic primary in
a state that has leaned to the left for decades, the politics
are more complicated for Acton, said multiple operatives
working in Ohio. Acton has a well of support for her high-
profile leadership, but she also faces a vocal, motivated
opposition that her would-be Republican opponent,
Vivek Ramaswamy, could activate.

“There is an enormous swath of Ohioans who have
very positive feelings about her and her leadership,” said

Aaron Pickrell, a top adviser to Barack Obama’s two suc-
cessful Ohio campaigns. “That cuts the other way, too.
Now people are asking why did we do this, and why did
we do that. And they try to make her the face of it.”

Not all operatives agree with this view. Erik Polyak,
executive director of 314 Action, a group aimed at helping
doctors and scientists seek higher office, said his group is
“not seeing a backlash to covid” in either Acton’s or Shah’s
campaigns.

“If anything, we think of the positives being they’'ve
introduced themselves to their states; they've led with
evidence, facts and compassion; and they've saved lives,”
said Polyak, whose group has endorsed both candidates.

That has been Shah’s and Acton’s experience from
some corners of their states. Both public health officials
were turned into bobbleheads during covid. Acton has
been seen as a top Democratic recruit in Ohio since she
left her public health position. And Shah recalled how a
candy store in Freeport, Maine, created the “Shah Bar” to
honor his work for the state.

“They know me, they have a bond with me,” he said.

Shah, however, said the negative sentiment about the
pandemic response was “definitely a consideration” when
he was deciding to run, because he worried “that negative
sentiment would be overwhelming such that the other
positive messages that I like to talk about around health
care and education ... would be drowned out.”

“That remains a risk,” he said, “and anyone who tries
to brush that aside is not being honest or real.”

-THE WASHINGTON PosT

ICE Database Flags 114 From India And Pakistan As
U.S. Intensifies Deportations

By A STAFF WRITER

he U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
has released a public database naming thousands
of undocumented immigrants with criminal
convictions as part of an intensified federal de-
portation drive. While the database includes individuals

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know

from dozens of countries, this report focuses specifically
on 114 South Asian nationals — 89 from India and 25
from Pakistan — due to its relevance to the South Asian
community.

The database, maintained by Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) and U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP), identifies individuals arrested for seri-
ous offences ranging from sexual assault and drug traf-

ficking to domestic violence, robbery, fraud, and money
laundering. DHS has described the list as representing
the “worst of the worst” offenders encountered during
immigration enforcement operations.

According to DHS, the enforcement actions reflected
in the database were carried out under the leadership

-CoNTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Multimillion-Dollar Fraud Probe In Maryland Leads To

By DAN MORSE

en the 58-year-old fraud victim told investi-
gators in Maryland the details of how she had
been duped out of $1.7 million, they knew
she was hardly alone.

Ayear-long, expanding investigation — the
results of which were made public Monday - revealed
just how widespread her plight was: more than 650
victims, targeted by the same three call centers in India
and losing over $48 million. The fraudsters posed as tech
support workers, allowing them to gain access to victims’
computers, or described themselves as American law
enforcement as part of elaborate ruses.

“A staggering amount of money,” said FBI Special
Agent in Charge Jimmy Paul, head of the bureau’s Balti-
more field office. “It’s infuriating and it’s unfair.”

The probe led authorities in India to raid the call
centers on Dec. 11 and 12, Paul said. Those operations
were “dismantled,” according to India’s Central Bureau of
Investigation, leading to the arrest of six leaders and the
seizure of laptops, cellphones, other devices and cash.

Maryland officials said the victims probably will never
see their money again.

Investigators this week described how the scams
started at the call centers, where workers spent their days
looking for American targets through email, text mes-
sages, phone calls and computer pop-up warnings.

They often played the role of a tech support worker
from, say, Microsoft or Apple, persuading their marks to
download software onto their computers. Or they said
they were calling from the U.S. Social Security Admin-
istration to report that criminals were using the victim’s
Social Security number for money laundering, drug traf-
ficking or child pornography. “It’s always something that
sounds horrific,” FBI agent Jeremy Capello said.

The terrified victims are often transferred to someone
purporting to be from U.S. law enforcement agencies
such as the FBI or Drug Enforcement Administration.

“The antennas come down because you think you're
talking to a trusted person in the government,” said John
McCarthy, the top prosecutor in Montgomery County,
Maryland. “That’s how they suck you into this.”

The big goal: convincing the victims that their money
wasn't safe in the bank and that it needed to be trans-
ferred for safekeeping, to the FBI or DEA or even the U.S.
Treasury Department. Soon enough, the target — often
an otherwise smart person but fully in the grip of skilled
impersonators — is routing money to specific bank ac-

PHOTO: DAN MORSE/THE WASHINGTON PosT
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Montgomery County State’s Attorney John McCarthy speaks at a news
conference on Monday. In the foreground are two victims. On the left is
Montgomery County Police Capt. Marc Erme.

counts, purchasing and moving cryptocurrency, buying
gold bars for an “agent” of the government to pick up, or
sending cash.

“It’s all about the art of making people believe you're
someone you're not,” said Capello, who works in the FBI’s
Baltimore field office and has investigated white-collar
fraud for 16 years.

The first person to reach targets, Capello said, often
speaks with a noticeable Indian accent. As the victim
talks to more people faking identities — especially the pur-
ported American law enforcement officers — the voices
tend to become more American-sounding, according to
Capello. Sometimes that is how the fraudsters speak, but
sometimes they are Americanizing their voice through
software and Al, according to Capello.

Another central part of the scam: convincing the
victims to keep their money movements secret so as not
to attract attention from the criminals who already knew
about them.

The 58-year-old reported the fraud to detectives at
the Montgomery County Police Department, who had
arrested several gold-bar scammers working in Maryland,
some with ties to Indian call centers. They had put out
the word: Come to us if you have been swindled. By the
time the 58-year-old fraud victim had arrived, the Mont-
gomery detectives, working alongside the FBI, were de-
termined to trace the frauds to the call centers overseas.

The woman provided a wealth of data of the people

she was dealing with: bank account numbers, email
addresses, phone numbers. “We were off to the races,”
Capello said.

Investigators worked closely with the FBI’s Inter-
net Crime Complaint Center (IC3), slowly linking the
woman’s details with others in Maryland and elsewhere
in the United States.

The U.S. and Montgomery County investigators were
able to present their case to Indian authorities through
an FBI agent stationed in Delhi solely tasked with help-
ing to investigate scam call centers in India, according
to Capello. Before authorities there could search the call
centers, though, they needed sworn statements from at
least two U.S. victims, which Capello and the Montgom-
ery detectives were able to provide.

The India raids took place in Noida, Delhi and Kolkata,
according to authorities there.

“During the period 2022-2025,” India’s Central Bureau
of Investigation said in a news release, “the accused indi-
viduals, operating under pseudonymous identities of US
Government officials from Drug Enforcement [Adminis-
tration], Federal Bureau of Investigation, and Social Se-
curity Administration, conspired to target US victims by
threatening them that their Social Security Numbers had
been used for money laundering and drug deliveries.”

The Indian call centers used in frauds, Capello said,
sell each other lists of potential American targets with
phone numbers and email addresses. And they work in
highly competitive operations, with quotas posted on the
walls, he said.

The fraudsters present themselves as concerned, dili-
gent government agents, but their power and intimida-
tion is never far from the surface. And theyre not scared
to bring it the fore, Capello said, recalling how one victim
- balking at their demands — suddenly received an email
with what looked like a genuine American arrest warrant
and a threat that he would be locked up if he did not fol-
low orders.

The message, in no uncertain terms, was this: “How do
we know you're not involved in this too?”

“These scams exploit fear, trust and vulnerability. They
are deeply personal crimes,” Montgomery County Police
Captain Marc Erme said.

Capello said it remains very difficult to recover any of
the money. But he feels like their work — dismantling the
three call centers — will help prevent more scams.

“We're making an impact,” he said. “We’re chipping
away at it.”

-THE WASHINGTON PoST

ICE Database Flags 114 From India And Pakistan As
U.S. Intensifies Deportations

-CoNTINUED FrOM PAGE 8

of Secretary Kristi Noem and are consistent with
President Donald Trump’s stated priority of removing
undocumented immigrants with criminal convic-
tions from the United States. The database is publicly
accessible through the department’s “Worst of the
Worst” portal.

DHS recently expanded the portal by adding 5,000
new profiles, bringing the total number of individu-
als listed to 25,000. The department emphasized that
the database is a “snapshot” of arrests made by ICE
and CBP and does not represent the entire undocu-
mented immigrant population.

“We are not stopping until every single one of
these individuals is removed,” DHS said in a state-
ment, adding that the public release is intended

PHOTO: COURTESY: DHS
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to provide transparency into federal immigration
enforcement. “Americans should not be victimized
by individuals who are not legally authorized to be in
our country.”

The announcement comes at a time of height-
ened debate over immigration enforcement follow-
ing recent ICE operations in Minneapolis that drew
criticism after coinciding with the deaths of two U.S.
citizens, Renee Good and Alex Pretti. Despite the
controversy, DHS said its focus remains on individu-
als it characterizes as violent or repeat offenders who
are in the country illegally.

DHS officials said the database will continue to be
updated as enforcement efforts expand nationwide,
underscoring the administration’s broader strategy
of prioritizing removals based on criminal history
rather than nationality.

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know
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SPECIAL REPORT

India-Israel-U.S. Friendship Highlighted At FIA-Chicago’s
77th Republic Day Celebration

By A STAFF WRITER

IA-Chicago (est. 1980) celebrated

the 77th Republic Day of Bharat

(India) commemmorating the

adoption of India’s Constitution in

1950. The event falls on January 26
every year.

More than 340 people attended the
event and many described the program
as historic, a press release from organiz-
ers said.

“The celebration, held at Haridham
Swaminarayana Mandir in Schaumburg,
Illinois, reflected the Indian diaspora’s
enduring bond with the motherland,
blending tradition with contemporary
expressions of national pride,” the FIA
Chicago-1980 press release said.

Among the attendees was Consul Gen-
eral of India Somnath Ghose; Honorable
Consul General of Israel Elad Strohmayer
and his staff; FIA Trustee Director Dr.
Bharat Barai; Trustees Kanti Patel and Raj
Patel; Executives Anil Singh, Joy (Dipen)
Shah, and Amar Upadhyay; Haribhai
from Bhartiya Senior center; Sanjay Vora,
president of FLEXTRON; Harish Kolasani
from India Hub; Krishna and Meghna
Bansal from ICO; Vinesh Virani, Presi-
dent of VHP-A Chicago; Vandana Jhingan
from TV-Asia; Dipali Sawant, President
of Maratha Mandal; Chetan Rege from
Hindu Swayam Sewak Sangh, Gurmeet
Singh, President of Punjabi Association;
Ravindra Kumar Jha, CEO of SBI Chicago
branch; Naresh shah, President of Senior
Club, Rameshbhai Choksi, President of
Senior Center; Rajendra Thakkar from
Jalaram Mandir, Sandeep Patel from IS-
CON, Devesh Pandit from Hindu Swayam
Sewak Sangh; Pramod Joshi, Fine arts
commissioner of Skokie; Smitesh Shah
from MAFS/UMAS; Avatanas Kumar from
INDIC; Sanjay Shah from Jain Center, Vol-
unteers Manish Patel from ShreeSanatan
EcoSystem, Nitin Surti from VHPA, emcee
Nimisha Patel from VHP-a, Hashmukh
Patel from OF-BJP; Neelam Singh and
Arunima Singh from Karni Sena; Deputy
Consul General of Israel Delphine and
Jack ; Anna, and other Jewish friends;
and many community leaders graced the
event from start to finish.

Sunil Shah, chairman of the other FIA,
attended the event with his team, send-
ing a strong message that organizations
can maintain their identity while co-
existing in unity, the press release said.

The program began with a moment of
silence to honor Bangladeshi Hindu vic-
tims of targeted attacks on religious mi-
norities. A cultural presentation marked
the 150th anniversary of Vande Mataram,
the iconic patriotic song.

Speaking on the occasion, Consul
General Ghosh highlighted India’s prog-
ress in economic and entrepreneurial
development, as well as in science and
technology. He also noted the civiliza-

PHOTOS: FIA CHICAGO-1980.

Organizers and special guests at India’s 77th Republic Day celebration event held in Chicago Feb. 7, 2026, hosted by FIA Chicago-1980.

tional similarities between India and Is-
rael, describing both nations as enduring
beacons of democracy in a challenging
neighborhood.

Consul General Strohmayer said India
and Israel share a strong and enduring
friendship. He emphasized that the civi-
lizational bond between the two nations
spans millennia, rooted in shared values
of resilience, pluralism, and the pursuit
of knowledge.

Hindus in Pakistan and Bangladesh, and
condemned terrorism carried out in the
name of Islamic Jihad.

Hemant Patel, President of FIA, em-
phasized the strong friendship between
Israel, India, and the United States, call-
ing it the need of the hour to collectively
combat religious extremism. He shared
reflections from his recent visit to Israel
as part of an Indian-American delega-
tion. In an emotional message, he said

A section of the audience at the Feb. 7, 2026, Republic Day of India event in Chicago, hosted
by FIA Chicago-1980.

Dr. Bharat Barai, Pravasi Bharatiya
Samman awardee and FIA Trustee Direc-
tor, spoke on India’s freedom struggle
and the adoption of the Constitution.

He warned the diaspora about the
challenges in India and Israel’s neigh-
borhood, highlighted atrocities against

he was deeply moved at the site near the
Gaza border where approximately 1,200
to 1,400 innocent Israelis were killed
and burnt alive on October 7, 2023. He
noted that such atrocities are not new
to the world, recalling similar tragedies
witnessed in India, Sydney, Bangladesh,

Pakistan, and other parts of the world. He
urged the global community to examine
the root causes of terrorism/extremism
and act decisively.

He also praised the Constitution of
Bharat and expressed support for moving
toward a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) —
one nation under one law.

Organizers dwelt on the 150th an-
niversary of Vande Mataram, which was
written in Sanskrit and portrays India

as a loving mother; a song that inspired
freedom fighters during British rule. Yash
Desai rendered a soulful Vande Mata-
ram, Darshana Patel sang Ae Mere Watan
Ke Logon. Divya Prakashini of Divya
Nritya Kuchipudi performed a dance to
both songs. “In pin-drop silence, the au-
dience was immersed in deep patriotic
emotion, with many moved to tears,”
organizers said. Mihir Acharya also gave
stirring renditions of patriotic songs.

FIA also showcased highlights from
the 2026 Republic Day celebration in the
capital, New Delhi, along with mile-
stones from its 45-year journey.

“A major highlight was the presence of
the Consul General of Israel — a historic
moment in FIA's 45-year history. His par-
ticipation conveyed a strong message to
both communities about the importance
of friendship between India, Israel, and
the United States in fostering peace in
the world,” FIA Chicago-1980 said in the
press release.

Executive Vice President Anil Singh
delivered the vote of thanks. The annual
souvenir featuring sponsors’ advertise-
ments was broadcast on the big screen.
President Hemant Patel urged the
diaspora to participate in the upcoming
Independence Day celebrations on July 4
and August 15.

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know
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This week for you

ARIES: This week, you may sense lim-

ited backing which can shake
(Y) your motivation. Adjustments or

changes may not go as smoothly
as expected. Overthinking can
drain your strength Support from a close
friend proves helpful. Setting goals beyond
reach may lead to dissatisfaction, making
realistic planning necessary. An unexpect-

ed decision could alter the outcome of an
important issue, so adaptability will work.

TAURUS:
weigh on your mind and subtly
affect your mood. Money given
out might not return on schedule,

requiring adjustments. Arrang-

ing necessary tools could take extra effort.

Careless remarks about others may create

problems. Trying to influence opinions

against someone may not yield desired re-
sults. Sudden shifts in loyalty within your
circle could come as a surprise.

Household concerns may

GEMINI: Progress in studies brings a
sense of relief as things start
aligning steadily. Financial con-
ditions show improvement. Con-
tinued effort helps you secure
a desirable assignment or responsibility.
Emotional bonds deepen. Showing interest
in matters that are not your concern may
invite unnecessary complications. Concen-
trating on personal priorities allows you to
maintain inner peace and stability.

CANCER: Professional duties may extend
6\ beyond regular hours. Careful
J attention during studies helps
prevent mistakes and enhances
performance. Addressing a fi-
nancial misstep promptly saves you from
future discomfort. Emotional gaps in rela-
tionships begin to close through open com-
munication. Maintaining daily routines
supports steady health. Depending on oth-
ers to manage savings may reflect poorly,
making self-management a better option.

LEO: Your initiative and drive earn rec-

ognition from senior figures,
52 strengthening your professional

image. Decisions related to prop-
erty show favourable returns,
particularly for sellers. Ignoring meals may
affect health, so balance is necessary. Fo-
cused attention in academics is required to
meet expectations. Successfully completing
a major responsibility enhances confidence.
You may receive an invitation to an exclu-
sive or high-profile event this week.

VIRGO: Family encouragement boosts

confidence and influences aca-
rm demic efforts. Those involved in

real estate may benefit from op-
portunities. A commitment to fit-
ness supports better health choices. Time
spent apart strengthens bonding between
partners. Spiritual interests offer men-
tal peace and clarity. Making last-minute
changes at work may not help, so following
the original strategy is advisable.

o E-mail: psharma@premastrologer.com Contact No - 01147033152/40532026

LIBRA: Pending plans begin moving for-

ward as administrative hurdles
_()_ reduce. A thoughtful gesture

for your partner adds warmth.

Sticking to a disciplined routine
improves overall well-being. Some indi-
viduals may choose to start a new course
or skill-based programme. Relying on as-
sumptions while studying could lead to
errors. A change of surroundings brings
refreshing moments and experiences.

SCORPIO: Spending meaningful time

with loved ones lifts your
spirits. Singles may encounter

someone who brings emotional

-

fulfillment. Creative profes-
sionals could see an increase in workload,
requiring strong concentration. Improve-
ment in an elder’s health offers comfort.
Your expectations motivate others to put
in effort. Financial matters remain favour-
able, with opportunities for investments.

SAGITTARIUS: A shift in career direction
brings better income prospects.
% Research-oriented  individuals

may successfully explore in-
novative ideas. Family gather-
ings create emotional closeness. Adopting
healthier habits supports physical well-be-
ing. Students and trainees gain recognition
through dedication. Even if academic mo-

tivation fluctuates, thorough preparation
keeps progress steady.

CAPRICORN: Your dedication at work

earns appreciation and posi-
% tive feedback from seniors. Aca-

demic challenges feel easier with
encouragement from friends.
Newly married couples may think about
setting up a separate household. Revisiting
old memories with someone close brings
emotional comfort. Financial growth
shows encouraging signs. Career demands
stay high, keeping you actively engaged
throughout the week.

AQUARIUS: A long-awaited luxury pur-
chase may become possible due
MW | to an unexpected offer. Overin-
/YW | dulgence in food or drinks could

affect health, making modera-
tion important. Social activities related to
sports may introduce a compatible connec-
tion. Engineering professionals experience
steady advancement in their field. When
new opportunities arise, quick decisions
prove beneficial, as timing plays a crucial
role.

PISCES: Those handling demanding re-
sponsibilities achieve success
)_( through confidence and deter-
mination. Organising a function
earns appreciation for leadership
skills. Employed individuals may notice an
increase in financial benefits. Paying close
attention to health helps maintain balance.
Pressure s requires firm and independent
choices. Offering guidance strengthens un-
derstanding and mutual respect.

THIS WEEK ™%/
WITH

Dr. SUDHIR PARIKH

INDIA ADVOCATE, PUBLISHER,
PHILANTHROPIST, PHYSICIAN.

A WEEKLY SHOW

6:30 PM

JOIN US, For an insightful

\ S}* TV Show this week with
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explore current events
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info@itvgold.com fora
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on the show
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Several Indian American Scientists Comment On
Newly Uncovered Clue Explaining Why Kidney Disease Carries
High Risk Of Heart Failure

By ALLYsON CHIU

or years, scientists have been working to unravel the

mystery of patients with failing kidneys dying from

heart-related complications.

Researchers now say they’'ve uncovered a clue

that explains why people with chronic kidney dis-
ease have such a high risk of heart failure — and it could
have major implications for the diagnosis and treatment
of the two common health conditions.

A new study found that diseased kidneys released
tiny particles that were toxic to the heart, according to
findings published recently in the peer-reviewed journal
Circulation.

“We went on a mission to understand this interor-
gan communication
between the kidney
and the heart,” said
Uta Erdbriigger, an
associate professor
of medicine at the
University of Virginia
School of Medicine
who co-authored the
study. “We found that
there are molecules
communicating be-
tween the kidney and
the heart.”

That molecular
discovery is helping to
shed light on one way
the kidney and heart
are linked — and, in
this case, to danger-
ous effect, said Sus-
mita Sahoo, the study’s
senior author and an
associate professor of
medicine at the Cardio-
vascular Research Insti-
tute at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai.

“No one has shown this causal relationship before,”
Sahoo said.

PHOTO: @ASN-ONLINE.ORG

THE KIDNEY-HEART CONNECTION

The relationship between chronic kidney disease and
heart conditions is well documented. Studies show that
the severity of cardiovascular complications is correlated
with the stage of kidney failure. Some estimates suggest
that more than half of people with advanced kidney dis-
ease develop cardiovascular problems.

“Heart failure and kidney disease are very, very closely
intertwined conditions,” said Janani Rangaswami, a
nephrologist and professor of medicine at the George
Washington University School of Medicine who was not
involved in the study. “Almost 1 in 2 individuals with
heart failure will have some degree of kidney dysfunction,
and kidney disease is a very powerful risk enhancer for
the development of heart failure.”

Kidney failure causes bodies to retain fluid, which can
put more strain on the heart muscle, said Samir Parikh,
president of the American Society of Nephrology. Kidney
disease can also cause electrolyte imbalances, which can
lead to dangerous heart rhythms, he said. The condition
is also associated with accelerated hardening of arteries
that can result in heart attacks.

“Each step that you lose kidney function is just a
greater and greater stress on the heart,” Parikh said.

“The kidney really has this profound influence on the

PHOTO: DREAMSTIME STOCK PHOTO

Dr. Samir Parikh, president of the American
Society of Nephrology.
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Dr. Susmita Sahoo, The Sahoo Lab of
Cardiovascular Epitranscriptiomics and
Exosomes.

health of the heart in all of its dimensions.”

The correlation between kidney and heart problems
can also trace to shared risk factors, such as hyperten-
sion, smoking and diabetes. But the study’s author said
that hypothesis can't fully explain why kidney patients are
more likely to also have heart failure.

STUDYING THE LINK

In search of answers, the researchers homed in on mi-
croscopic liquid-filled sacs that are produced by almost
all cells and serve as messengers in the body. Known as
extracellular vesicles, the particles shuttle proteins and
other materials between cells and organs.

The scientists collected blood samples from about 50
people, including those with varying degrees of kidney
disease as well as healthy subjects. They observed that
the blood from sick people contained vesicles carrying a
type of noncoding RNA, the genetic material that orches-
trates basic life activities, that had a toxic effect on heart
tissue. They noted these harmful vesicles were being
produced by the damaged kidneys and were not found in
blood samples from healthy patients.

In early lab tests using mice, the researchers discov-
ered that reducing extracellular vesicles in the blood us-
ing a drug led to improved heart function and fewer signs
of heart failure even in mice with diseased kidneys.

CHANGING CARE
Rangaswami said the study was “very scientifically

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know

Janani Rangaswami, chief of Nephrology,
George Washingto:n University.

rigorous” and addressed a scientific gap in understand-
ing kidney-specific factors harming the heart.

“That’s a very poorly understood area in this whole
nexus of heart-kidney disease,” she said.

Sahoo said her team’s findings could help identify
heart disease in kidney patients earlier, before they show
symptoms.

“By measuring these cardiotoxic microRNAs, you can
actually predict or identify or diagnose the patient who
are on the way to developing a failing heart,” she said.

The research can also influence treatment recom-
mendations, said Erdbriigger, the study co-author who is
also a practicing kidney doctor. For instance, Erdbriigger
said if she knew one of her kidney patients had a higher
risk of heart disease, she would consider treating more
aggressively by increasing drug dosages or using more
combinations of medi-
cations.

“We are really going
towards precision medi-
cine,” she said. “The
better we understand
the pathophysiology or
the mechanisms, the
better we can intervene
and develop a new
drug.”

But she and other
experts cautioned
that more research is
needed.

“These are poten-
tial biomarkers and
potential therapeutic
targets,” said Joseph
Vassalotti, chief medical
officer of the National
Kidney Foundation,
who was not involved
in the study. “This is all
preliminary, and there’s
a lot of additional work
that would need to be done to validate these findings,
and to see if they apply diagnostically and therapeuti-
cally.”

Erdbriigger said scientists are working on a much
larger, longer-term study to track whether people with
chronic kidney disease develop heart conditions.

KNOW YOUR RISK

In the meantime, experts urge people to stay on top of
monitoring their kidney health.

It’s critical to know your chances of developing kidney
disease, Parikh said. He added that simple blood and
urine tests can diagnose the condition.

Some risk factors include:

—Diabetes

- High blood pressure

— A family history of kidney disease or failure

— For women, adverse pregnancy conditions such as
gestational diabetes and preeclampsia

If you have any of those risk factors, Rangaswami rec-
ommended talking to a clinician about monitoring your
kidney health.

“When we think about kidney health, we have to un-
derstand that preserving kidney health is so important to
preserving heart health,” Rangaswami said. “We have so
many amazing therapies that can really stabilize kidney
function.”

-THE WASHINGTON PosT
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BAPS Sets Guinness World Record For
‘Largest Simultaneous Hindu Text Recital’

By A STAFF WRITER

APS, a global spiritual organization celebrated
its leader Mahant Swami Maharaj’s birthday
February 2, 2026, by setting a world record
recognized by Guiness.

As more than 200,000 devotees from around
the world celebrated the birthday, a record was set
when 12,723 children gathered to recite the Satsang
Diksha, a sacred Sanskrit scripture composed by Mah-
ant Swami Maharaj. The recitation was officially recog-
nized by Guinness World Records as the highest num-
ber of children simultaneously reciting Sanskrit verses.
A Certificate of Recognition was formally presented to
Mahant Swami Maharaj during the celebration. (See
the video of the event at baps.sl/worldrecord)

A total of 15,666 children between the ages of 3 and
13 completed the full memorization and recitation
of the Satsang Diksha within one year. Out of these,
12,723 children participated in the live recitation at
Vadodara, Gujarat, fulfilling the criteria set by Guin-
ness World Records, a press release from BAPS said.
Children participating in the record included hun-
dreds from the United States and Canada, reflecting
the global reach of BAPS and the growing interest
among Indian American families in traditional learn-
ing, the organization said.

The Satsang Diksha consists of 315 Sanskrit shlokas
and offers practical guidance for spiritual growth,
moral conduct, social harmony, and disciplined living.

Guinness World Records officials traveled from
England to personally verify and confirm the achieve-
ment. Following a thorough review process, the of-
ficials formally declared the recital as a world record,
honoring the children’s
dedication and the
collective effort behind
the initiative.

Although the event
took place in India, its
impact resonated with
Indian American

communities.
Parents described
the experience as a
meaningful alterna-
tive to screen-heavy
routines common in
modern education. In
contrast to classrooms
where students often
shift between devices
and notifications, the
Sanskrit recitation re-
quired focus, memori-
zation, discipline, and
sustained effort over
several months, BAPS
noted.

Param Patel, a par-
ticipant from Edison,
New Jersey, said it took months of consistent practice.
“At first I thought it was too hard,” he said. “But once I
finished, I felt more confident. It showed me I can stick
with something.”

Six-year-old Anadi Tailor from Atlanta said memo-
rizing the verses helped her apply values in everyday
life. “I remember the words when I am at school,” she
said. “They help me make good choices.”

Another participant, Vani Patel from Los Ange-
les, described the emotional impact of reciting with

PHOTOS: BAPS

BAPS Mahant Swami Maharaj receiving the Guinness World Record certification,
Feb. 2, 2026.

Thousands of children recited the text of the Satsang Diksha Feb. 2, 2026, at the birthday celebration of BAPS spiritual leader Mahant Swami

Maharaj, in Ahmedabad.
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thousands of children. “It felt powerful to say the words
together,” she said.

Sanskrit, one of the world’s oldest recorded languag-
es, is known for its precise grammar and deep philo-
sophical tradition. Scholars continue to study it for
its linguistic structure. BAPS said organizers carefully
selected participants based on their accuracy, commit-
ment, and sincerity, to ensure the recital’s quality and
authenticity.

Beyond the record-setting event, the celebration

featured cultural
presentations with
hundreds of per-
formers, immersive

P

Photo of the Guiness World Record certification.

video segments, and
inspiring addresses.
During the event,
Mahant Swami Ma-
haraj inaugurated

a Mobile School
initiative for tribal
regions under the
theme “Har Ghar
Shiksha Ki Jyot
Jale,” to highlight
BAPS’ commitment
to education and
social upliftment.

“The honor
received from
Guinness World
Records today is
the result of the
children’s sincere
and tireless efforts,
and it is dedicated
to all the gurus. The sadhus, volunteers, and parents
have worked with great dedication—this recognition
belongs to them,” Mahant Swami Maharaj said.

The event was attended by the Chief Minister of
Gujarat Bhupendra Patel, and Chief Minister of Mad-
hya Pradesh Mohan Yadayv, as special guests. A letter
of greetings from the Union Minister for Home Affairs
and Cooperation Amit Shah, was also read out on the
occasion.

CERTIFICATE

The largest simultancous Hindu text
recital was achicved by the
International Children's Forum
of Bochasanwasi Shri Akshar
Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha
(BAPS) in Atladara, Gujarat, India,
o1 2 Fehiruary 2026

OFFICIALLY
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Snehal Batra
Employers seeking to hire foreign professionals under the H-1B program must meet
strict wage requirements, which are now more important than ever under the new H-
1B cap selection system. Before filing an H-1B petition, employers must first obtain an
approved Labor Condition Application (LCA) from the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL).

David Nachman Ludka Zimovcak

Michael Phulwani

Through the LCA, employers attest that they will pay the H-1B worker the higher of: (1)
the actual wage paid to similarly employed workers within the company, or (2) the
prevailing wage for the occupation in the area of intended employment. If the
prevailing wage applies, the employer must pay 100% of that wage, not a reduced
amount.

The prevailing wage is determined at the time the LCA is filed and must be based on
the best available information. Failure to pay the required wage may expose an
employer to liability for back wages, penalties, and government enforcement actions.

In some cases, the prevailing wage may be set by a Collective Bargaining Agreement
(CBA). If no CBA applies, employers typically rely on the Department of Labor's
Occupational Employment Statistics (OES) wage data unless they choose to submit an
independent wage survey.

Although employers are not required to maintain formal job descriptions, they must
keep documentation supporting how the prevailing wage was determined. These
records may need to be produced to the DOL or made available to the public upon
request. If documentation is missing or insufficient, the DOL may independently
determine the prevailing wage and use that figure to assess compliance and calculate
back wages.

Wage level selection depends on several factors, including job duties, required
education, experience, and the geographic worksite. Level | wages apply to true entry-
level roles with routine duties and limited judgment. Level II wages reflect qualified
employees with a solid understanding of the occupation. Level III and IV wages apply to
experienced or senior-level roles requiring advanced skills, leadership, or supervisory
responsibilities.

Employers should be cautious when assigning wage levels. Positions requiring
advanced degrees, specialized experience, or enhanced responsibilities generally
should not be classified at the lowest wage level, even if labeled “entry-level.”

Why Wage Levels Matter More Under the New H-1B Selection System
Beginning with the FY 2027 H-1B cap season, USCIS will implement a weighted lottery
system that favors higher-paying positions.

Cd
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ABC’s of H-1Bs: How Much Must Employers Pay—and Why
Prevailing Wage Matters More Than Ever (Part 2 of 7)

By David H. Nachman, Esq
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While the lottery remains in place, registrations associated with higher wage
levels may receive greater selection weight.

As a result, prevailing wage determinations now affect not only compliance
but also selection odds. Artificially lowering wage levels or misclassifying
positions may reduce the likelihood of selection and increase compliance risk.

Employers preparing for upcoming H-1B seasons should carefully evaluate job
duties, experience requirements, and worksite locations before registration.
Early planning and coordination with immigration counsel are essential to
ensure both compliance and competitiveness in an increasingly selective H-
1B process.

Contact Information
If you or your family members have any questions about how immigration and
nationality laws in the United States may affect you, or if you want to access
additional information about immigration and nationality laws in the United
States or Canada, please do not hesitate to contact the immigration and
nationality lawyers at NPZ Law Group.

You can reach us by emailing info@visaserve.com or by calling us at 201-670-
0006 extension 104.

We also invite you to visit our website at www.visaserve.com for more
information.
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Sunil Thapa Passes Away At 68: Nepal Bids Final Farewell To
Its Iconic Villain

epal bid farewell to Sunil Thapa on
Sunday, the veteran actor who re-
shaped villainy in Nepali cinema and
was regarded as the greatest villain of
all time.

The actor, who began his career in Bol-
lywood and later contributed significantly
to Nepali cinema, passed away on Saturday
morning in Kathmandu. The actor was 68.

On Sunday, hundreds of his fellow ac-
tors, as well as those who worked alongside
him, stood in line at the Film Development
Board to pay their last respects. Members
of the film fraternity were also seen at the
Pashupatinath Crematorium late Sunday
afternoon, where Thapa was given his final
farewell.

Two sitting Nepali ministers arrived at
the crematorium, located next to the sacred
Bagmati River and beneath the Pashupatinath Temple,
where they draped Thapa’s body with the national flag.

A postmortem was performed earlier in the morning
at the family’s request. At Pashupatinath, his son, Anmol,
performed the rituals alongside Thapa’s wife, Rajani
Limbu, and their daughter. Except for Thapa, the rest of
his family members live in Mumbai, India.

Thapa had been actively involved in both Nepali and
Indian cinema for decades, and his untimely death has
left the entire Nepali arts and film fraternity in shock. He
was widely respected for bringing depth, recognition,
and dignity to antagonistic roles in Nepali films, earning
acclaim comparable to that of lead actors.

He was especially popular for his iconic role as ‘Rate
Kaila,’ which became one of the most memorable villains
in Nepali cinema. Through his strong screen presence
and distinctive acting style, Thapa carved out a unique
place for himself in the film industry.

Thapa'’s career wasn't confined to Nepal alone. In addi-
tion to his work in Nepali cinema, he earned recognition
in Indian films and television series, where his perfor-

.PHOTO: ANI
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mances won him audiences across borders.

Born on May 19, 1957, Thapa contributed to acting,
modeling, sports, and various aspects of the film indus-
try. He began his professional life as a model, working in
Mumbai in the 1970s for prominent brands, including
Binny and Mafatlals. In those early years, he also played
competitive football, representing ICL Club Bombay and
Orkay Sports Club.

While modeling, he worked as a photojournalist for
Junior Statesman magazine and covered Bhutan’s 1974
coronation ceremony.

He made his Bollywood debut in 1981 with the Hindi
film ‘Ek Duuje Ke Liye,” a major commercial success that
introduced him to Indian audiences. He later returned to
Nepal and rose to prominence with the release of Chino,
alandmark Nepali film that secured his place in the
country’s cinematic history.

It was Chino that transformed him into a household
name. His portrayal of the antagonist “Ratey Kaila” was
both unsettling and magnetic, earning acclaim from crit-
ics and audiences alike. The character became so iconic

Kennedy Trailer: Rahul Bhat Wreaks

Havoc As A Cold-

he trailer for Anurag Kashyap’s directorial ‘Ken-
nedy’ was released on Sunday, offering a dark
and gritty glimpse into the world of its lead
character.

The film stars Rahul Bhat and Sunny Leone in key
roles and is scheduled to stream on Zee5 from February
20, 2026.

The two-minute trailer introduces Rahul Bhat as
Uday Shetty, also known as “Kennedy.” In a voiceover,
the character says, “My name is Uday Shetty. In the last
six years, [ have killed so many people that I have lost
count.” By day, he works as a taxi driver. By night, he
becomes a hired killer for the commissioner. Living a
double life, he is always looking over his shoulder.

As the narrative progresses, a chance encounter with
Sunny Leone’s character alters the course of Kennedy’s
life, drawing her into his violent world and complicating
his quest for redemption.

Take a look at the trailer

Just a couple of days ago, Anurag Kashyap announced
the film’s OTT release on social media. Sharing a post
on Instagram, the filmmaker described Kennedy as a
“labour of love” and expressed gratitude to his team and

Blooded Hitman

collaborators.

He wrote, “Finally, our labor of love, angst, and every-
thing in between—-Kennedy-is coming home after travel-
ing the world on @zee5. All I can say is that I am grateful
for having been able to make this film, for my team, my
producers, my studio, and at the end of the day—jab jab
jo jo hona hai, tab tab so so hota hai (everything hap-
pens in its own time).”

‘Kennedy’ is a dark thriller that revolves around an
insomniac former police officer who was thought to be
dead. He still works within a corrupt system and secretly
searches for a way to fix his wrongs.

The film had its world premiere at the Cannes Film
Festival in the Midnight Screenings section and later
travelled to several international film festivals, includ-
ing those held in Sydney, Bucheon, Neuchatel, Lisbon,
Austin, Melbourne, London, Mumbai, and Kolkata.

The film is produced by Good Bad Films. Along
with Rahul Bhat and Sunny Leone, it also stars Mohit
Takalkar, Abhilash Thapliyal, and Megha Burman.

-ANI
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the role’s name than his own.

Though he became synonymous with vil-
lainous roles, Thapa resisted being typecast.
He portrayed antagonists not as exaggerated
figures of evil, but as intelligent, psychologi-
cally complex individuals shaped by power,
pride, and circumstance. His performances
lent villains credibility and depth, alter-
ing how conflict was portrayed in Nepali
cinema.

In 2014, he appeared as a boxing coach
in the Bollywood film Mary Kom, starring
Priyanka Chopra. The role earned him a
Filmfare Award nomination and further
established his reputation in Indian cinema.

Taking to her Instagram, Priyanka Chopra
remembered her time with the late actor
Sunil Thapa during the shoot of Mary Kom,
where Thapa played the role of Priyanka’s coach.

She wrote, “You will always be my Coach, Sir. You kept
me together when I had just lost my dad. You loved me
and helped me through many tough days without even
realizing. Your warm hugs and your laugh will always be
part of my memories. Gone too young but never forgot-
ten. Thank you for your kindness at a time when [ was
broken. Rest in peace, Sunil Thapa. My condolences and
prayers are with the family and loved ones.”

Over the decades, “Rate Kaila,” the evergreen villain
of Nepali cinema, appeared in more than 138 Nepali
films, beginning with Masal in 1985. His most recent
release was Eklo, while Ram Naam Satya remains his final
completed film. Another film, Pahad, directed by Tulsi
Ghimire, is awaiting release.

Thapa passed away while undergoing treatment at the
Norvic Hospital in Kathmandu. According to the hospital,
he was brought in unconscious, and after an ECG, doc-
tors confirmed his death.

‘ that Thapa was often recognized more by

-ANI
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By Shirley Zhao and Balazs Penz
Swim Club Offers Surprising Cocktails
With Spectacular Views of Hong Kong

Perched on the 50th floor rooftop of the new Kimpton hotel, Swim Club serves solid cocktails and delicious
enough food. But it's the nostalgic Hollywood glamor and the million-dollar view of the city’'s iconic skyline along
Victoria Harbour that make the bar unique.

The name invokes Southern California’s poolside clubs while also nodding to the location’s history. The luxury
brand’s first Hong Kong branch - and its largest globally - sits on the site of the old Mariners’ Club in Tsim Sha
Tsui, built in 1967. The redevelopment that started in 2018 wasn't exactly a smooth journey. The building went up
in flames in March 2023, and it took nine hours to put out the fire. Fortunately, no casualties were reported.
Besides a wide range of original cocktails that offer more clever, modern twists, the bartender also whips up
some very decent off-the-menu classics. We asked for a mezcal margarita, with the smokiness of the mezcal
adding more complexity to the sweet and sour tones of the margarita.

As a hat tip to the vibe, we also ordered a vesper - James Bond's drink of choice -
which was smooth, as it should be. Although the house vodka (Absolut) and the gin
(Beefeater) are both mass-market brands, the drink tasted of quality, which showed
the bartender’s skills.

The food was tasty, if nothing groundbreaking.

The raw tacos featured wagyu beef tartare, which was soft but still retained a nice
bite. The sauce was tangy and pleasantly spicy. The BBQ octopus was well-
charred and smoky, with a refreshing sauce incorporating onion, tomato and shiso
leaves.

| visited with two guests on a Saturday evening. Our bill came at HK$2,642.2
($339) for eight drinks and six plates of decent-sized snacks that were enough to
fill us up. The staff was kind and eager to help, even though it sometimes took a
while to get someone’s attention when the bar was busy. If you are keen on having
cocktail-specific exchanges, it's best to go to the bartender directly.

The vibe: It was warm, lively and casual. Led by Heidi Chan of Steve Leung Design
Group, the interior incorporates American swimming pool elements and
symmetrical patterns, featuring terracotta flooring, blue mosaic tiles, wavy ceiling
and softly glowing round lights. The main dining room is centered around a circular
bar, crowned by an overhead structure that resembles a massive vintage parasol.
The indoor and outdoor areas are separated by a wall of glass folding doors,
creating a seamless transition.

Who's next to you: Most guests were young and trendy, some dressed in smart
casual clothes going for more glamor. Be prepared to be surrounded by selfie-
takers.

Can you conduct a meeting here? It's not ideal. The music got pretty loud, and the
guests were a lively, sociable bunch. But if you are with a group looking for some
privacy, you can book the secret lounge - available with a minimum spend of
HKS$10,000. Its entrance is hidden behind a giant vending machine, revealed upon
pressing the “Out of Service” button. The cozy room can probably fit about 10
people.
What we'd order again: Opinions were divided over the Pike, a dirty martini jazzed
up with dill and pickles. The bar staff warned us about the strong taste, and it lived
up to expectations. | loved it, but the taste of the alcohol didn't come through with
the overpowering pickle flavor. It left a lasting impression, and | would certainly go
for it again. The Tuck, a whiskey cocktail with a banana twist, won unanimous
approval. Although it sounded a bit unusual, the flavor of the banana worked well
with the bitter and sweet notes. Most of the cocktails on the menu were easy to
drink with the intention to appeal to popular taste. For serious drinkers, order the
classics you prefer - they are actually cheaper (HK$158) than the bar's original
creations (HKS$168).

Need to know: It's best to make a reservation for the bar; a couple of days ahead
should suffice. Sadly, you can’t use the outdoor infinity pool if you are not staying in
the hotel. But there’s nothing stopping you from having a stroll alongside it, taking
in the view of the harbor. B
Mind you - it could get a bit windy and chilly on a winter day. Swim Club is on the 50th floor of Kimpton at 11
Middle Road in Tsim Sha Tsui. It opens from 5 p.m. until 1 a.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, and from 5 p.m. to
midnight the rest of the week. Reservations can be made online or by phone at +852 3919 6868.

This was originally published in Hong Kong Edition, a weekly newsletter. To subscribe for free, click here.

To read more on Hong Kong bars, check out our reviews of Peridot in The Henderson, the relaxed Aussie wine
bar Bourke’s and the world champion, Bar Leone.
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Cricket — Suryakumar Leads From Front As India Down US
In T20 Worid Gup

Cricket - ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026 - Group A - India v United States - Wankhede Stadium, Mumbai,
India - February 7, 2026 India’s Suryakumar Yadav celebrates after reaching his half century.

ndia captain Suryakumar Yadav led
by example as the tournament co-
hosts began their Twenty20 World
Cup title defence with a scratchy 29-
run victory over the United States in a
group A contest on Saturday.

India recovered from 77-6 to post a
decent 161-9 with Suryakumar hitting a
scintillating 84 not out off 49 balls includ-
ing four sixes.

The U.S. managed 132-8 in reply,
putting up a decent fight but never really
coming close to chasing down the target.

“Only I can tell how much pres-
sure [ was feeling,” player of the match
Suryakumar said. “But I had the belief.

I knew if I bat till the end, I can make a
difference.”

“It was a little different wicket. But...

we cannot brush everything under the
carpet. We need to bat much better.”

Earlier, the predominantly Indian
fans at the Wankhede Stadium probably
expected sixes and fours to rain down
after U.S. captain Monank Patel elected
to field.

Instead, it was a long procession of
India’s top-order batters returning to the
pavilion after a spectacular meltdown of
the world’s top-ranked T20 team.

SHARMA GOLDEN DUCK

Opener Abhishek Sharma, the world’s
number one T20 batter, fell for a first-
ball duck and in the final Powerplay over
Shadley van Schalkwyk claimed three
wickets in five deliveries to leave India
reeling on 46-4.

REESECEL )

Cricket - 1ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026 - Group A - India v United States - Wankhede Stadium, Mumbai,
India - February 7, 2026 India’s Arshdeep Singh celebrates after dismissing Monank Patel of the U.S.

Cricket - ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026 - Group A - India v United States - Wankhede Stadium,
Mumbai, India - February 7, 2026 India’s Mohammed Siraj celebrates with teammates after dismissing
Saiteja Mukkamalla of the U.S.

Ishan Kishan (20) and Tilak Varma
(25) could not convert their starts while
Shivam Dube departed for a golden duck
in that over from van Schalkwyk.

Rinku Singh, Hardik Pandya and Axar
Patel also perished trying to swing their
way out of trouble.

But Suryakumar responded to the cri-
sis with a captain’s knock as he raced to
a 36-ball fifty before plundering 21 runs
from the final over bowled by Saurabh
Netravalkar.

Mohammed Siraj (3-29) vindicated his
inclusion in the side with an early two-
wicket burst, while Arshdeep Singh also
tasted success as they reduced the U.S. to
31-3 in the Powerplay overs.

Sanjay Krishnamurthi (37) and Milind
Kumar (34) defied India with a 58-run

y et d L]
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Cricket - ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026 - Group A -

stand but once the partnership ended,
India were firmly in charge.

“I thought our bowlers did a good job,”
the U.S. captain Patel said.

“We dropped catches and that cost us.
At one stage, felt we could restrict them
for 130.”

In Colombo, the Netherlands nearly
pulled off a major upset before Faheem
Ashraf’s breezy cameo secured Pakistan a
nervy three-wicket win with three balls to
spare in Group A.

In a group C match in Kolkata, West
Indies fast bowler Romario Shepherd
claimed four wickets in five balls, includ-
ing a hat-trick, as the twice champions
thumped Scotland by 35 runs.

-REUTERS

34

India v United States - Wankhede Stadium, Mumbai,

India - February 7, 2026 India fans in the stands celebrate after Suryakumar Yadav hits a six.
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HELP WANTED HOUSEHOLD HELP WANTED

Quick Travel Inc.
in Edison is hiring a full-time/part-
time Travel Consultant. Candidates
must have 2-3 years of travel agency

FLOYDS KNOBS, IN NEW JERSEY

Subwav Hirin LIVE-IN Female Housekeeper, US
experience, strong tour and ticketing y 9 Based, reference, strong, English speak-
3 . Help Wanted at Subway in Indiana. L
knowledge, proficiency in Sabre and Attractive pav and ing in Marlboro, New Jersey to help 37
Amadeus GDS, and good English com- pay

munication skills.
Contact:
Email: peter@quicktravelinc.com
| Peter: 732-259-6874 |
Neetu: 732-293-7689

02/13-03/13-SL

accomodation provided.
Please contact Bill at:
4193064682

02/13-03/06-MS

year old female with muscle weakness
to shower, bathroom, getting up from
bed, light cooking.

Call (732) 977 8488.
02/06-02/27-SL

MANHATTAN, NY

Childcare Opportunity

BUSINESS FOR SALE REAL ESTATE

In Manhattan, New York
City. Please text message

JACKSON, NJ
SELLING DRY CLEANERS!!
In Jackson, NJ. Next to Shop Rite
1 year income was 450k
Sale price 430k
Very Nice Area
For more Info call: +1 (201)-835-6799

02/13-03/06 SH

LAKE FRONT LOT FOR SALE
Beautiful 1-acre lot on Mare Haven Court, North Brunswick NJ.
Best lot of Golden Valley Estates and last remaining buildable
lot anywhere on Farrington Lake. Approvals done, utilities at
site, only a building permit to begin your dream home, no wetlands.
Build a 6,000+ sqft house. Lot 102 $889K, make offer.
Call Scott Johnkins. Aughenbaugh Realty, LLC, 732-305-6989

this number if interested
774-345-3434

02/13-03/06 SH

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

RENT / LEASE

Prepare for power outages today with
a Generac Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-877-516-1160 today to schedule
a free quote. It's not just a generator.

It's a power move.
NY SCAN

PEST CONTROL:
PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and

other pests. Locally owned and afford-
able. Call for service or an inspection
today! 1-833-549-0598 Have zip code

of property ready when calling!
NY SCAN

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE TRAVEL SERVICES

Wyoming Legacy Estate:
14.5 horse-zoned acres bordering
Bridger-Teton National Forest. South
of Jackson Hole. Custom lodge, 360°
mountain views, hot tub, access to

SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS!
Up to 75% More than 500 AIRLINES
and 300,000 HOTELS across the
world. Let us do the research for you

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus Lim-
ited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards.
Call Today! 1-866-782-4069

NY SCAN

four-season outdoor recreation for FREE!
https://2antelopetrailpinedalewy.com Call: 877 988 7217 NY SCAN
NY SCAN
TV INTERNET PHONE TV INTERNET PHONE
DIRECTV-

All your entertainment. Nothing on your
roof! Sign up for Directv and get your
first three months of Max, Paramount+,
Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax
included. Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.

Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

NY SCAN

TV INTERNET PHONE TV INTERNET PHONE

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET.

If you are overpaying for your service,
call now for a free quote and see how
much you can save!
1-833-323-0160

NY SCAN

$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G Networks,

Get Boost Infinite!
Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just

One Low Price! Call Today and Get
The Latest iPhone Every Year On Us!
844-329-9391

NY SCAN

.-‘r 3

_ e )
Beautiful space on busy Oak Tree Road
in Edison NJ.

This 2 story space offers about 1700 sqft
downstairs and about 800 upstairs, totaling to
about 2500 sqgft. The space has a private
entrance, offers ample parking, and a nice
backyard too. The other side of the building
Is used as a doctor’s office. Excellent visibility,
great for many professional uses like doctor,
CPA, lawyer. Rent is $6000/mo plus utilities.
Interested in seeing the space”?

Call Sanjeev Anegja,, Broker,
On Track Realty, 732-494-2211
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SUDHIR M. PARIKH, M.D., FACAAI

Founder and Chairman
Diplomate of American Board of Allergy and Immunology,

Clinical Associate Professor-RWJ] Med School

PURVI PARIKH, M.D., FACP

Vice Chairman

Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine and Pediatrics
NYU School of Medicine.

Sreenivasrao Amara, M.D.
Rachel Bautista, M.D.
Herb Chin, P.A.
Grace Dela Cruz P.A.
Paul Ehrlich, M.D.

Deborah V. Fishman, M.D.

Faina Gutin, M.D.

CENTER FOR ASTHMA & ALLERGY (New Jersey)
ASTHMA ALLERGY MEDICAL CARE (New York)
ALLERGY & ASTHMA ASSOCIATES OF MURRAY HILL (New York City)

Shehnaz Halani, P.A.

Shameen Khan, M.D.

Majinder Kaur, M.D.
Shari Klig, M.D.
Lin Li, M.D.
Wei Wei Li, M.D.

Clement Maccia, M.D.

Fariha Malek, N.P.

Susan Panes, M.D.
Shivani Patel, P.A.

Vimala Patel, N.P.
Hinal Patel, P.A.

Brian Novick, M.D.
Purvi Parikh, M.D.

Steven Peltz, M.D.
Martin Pine, M.D.
Afreen Quraishi, P.A.
Karen Reaves, P.A.
Aliona Rudys, M.D.
Radha Shah, N.P.
Eun Sheen, M.D.

Fawzi Suliaman, M.D.
Michael Teitel, M.D.
Anant Warren, M.D.

NEW JERSEY LOCATIONS - CENTER FOR ASTHMA & ALLERGY - WWW.CENTERFORASTHMAALLERGY.COM (SUDHIR PARIKH, M.D., P.A.)

18 North Third Ave.
Highland Park, NJ 08904
Tel 732-545-0094
Fax: 732-545-4087

617-79th Street
No. Bergen, NJ 07047
Tel: 201-854-8119
Fax: 201-854-4875

300 Hudson Street
Hoboken, NJ 07030
Tel: 201-792-5900
Fax: 201-792-5320

1818 Oak Tree Rd.
Edison, NJ 08816
Tel: 732-205-0343
Fax: 732-205-0348

1018 Broad Street
Bloomfield, NJ 0703
Tel: 973-893-0093
Fax: 973-893-0090

2566 Nottingham Way
Trenton, NJ 08619
Tel: 609-587-3041
Fax: 609-587-9347

546 Westfield Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: 908-232-1565
Fax: 908-232-9301

222 Schanck Rd. # 203
Freehold, NJ 07728
Tel: 732-431-8266
Fax: 732-294-9794

200 Perrine Rd. Suite 207
Old Bridge, NJ 08857
Tel: 732-727-2530
Fax: 732-441-0490

926 North Wood Ave
Linden, NJ 07036
Tel: 908-925-3318
Fax: 908-95-86462

65 Mountain Blvd. Ext. 107
Warren, NJ 07059
Tel: 732-627-0900
Fax: 732-560-7388

D3 Brier Hall Ct.
East Brunswick, NJ 08816
Tel: 732-257-4008
Fax: 732-257-1958

25 Kensington Ave,
Jersey City, NJ 07304
Tel: (201) 434-4932

90 Millburn Ave,
Ste 200, Millburn NJ 07041
Tel: 973-763-5787
Fax: 973-763-8568

TOLL FREE 1-800-535-5227

NEW YORK CITY - ALLERGY & ASTHMA ASSOCIATES OF MURRAY HILL
WWW.ALLERGYASTHMANYC.COM

NEW YORK LOCATIONS - ASTHMA ALLERGY MEDICAL CARE (SUDHIR PARIKH, M.D., P.C.)

68 Nassau Road 111 Smithtown Bypass 2004 Grand Avenue 984 North Broadway 118-21 Queens Blvd

. Huntington, Suite 219 Baldwin, Suite 307 Suite 601,
161 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10016 NY 11743 Hauppauge, NY 11788 NY 11510 Yonkers, NY 10701 Forest Hills, NY 11375
Tel: 212-685-4225, Fax: 212-696-5682 Tel: 631-423-5590 Tel: 631-724-3355 Tel: 516-223-7656 Tel: 914-476-8877 Tel: 718-544-2066

Fax: 631-423-9137 Fax: 631-724-9751 Tel: 516-223-7656 Fax: 914-476-4754 Fax: 718-544-6664

Looking for a shipping partner?
ShipGlobal leads the way!

Express Services

Air Freight
Warehousing
eCommerce Solutions
Domestic Trucking

SHIP GLOBAL

GLOEBEAL SHIFP R

The country in your heart is never too far, 5-7 days delivery to India

212 382 1741 | sales@shipglobal.us
www.shipglobal.us
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MOTEL

TEXAS
SCRANTON, PA WISCONSIN Need AGM/ Front Desk/Night Auditors
Franchise Motel in Scranton, Housekeeping couple for a franchise for 43 Rooms independent/ Franchise
Pennsylvania immediately need property in Waukesha, Wisconsin properties,in beautiful hill country, near
couple or single for Housekeeping and (Near Chicago). Accommodation San Antonio, Texas. Legal must,
front desk. Good salary with provided and legal must. Good salary with Free Accommodation.
accommodation provided. If interested, please call Call 210-363-7387/
Call 571-268-7937 or 347-244-0589 Nick Patel at 443-760-5064. jobapp0123@gmail.com
01/16-02/13-SD| 01/23-02/13-S| 01/23-02/13-S|

NORTH & SOUTH CAROLINA Need Motel Manager, Full Service Holi-
day Inn Manager IHG certified, Banquet

NORTH CAROLINA
Immediately need Night Desk Clerk for NEED SINGLE or COUPLE
an Independent motel in Durham, NC. or General Manager & Front Desk Manager and Holiday Inn Express
Must understand and speak English. Clerk positions. Residence / Manager. Also need Housekeeping
Good pay and Accommodation provided. Accommodation available. Staff. Good salary, free accommodation.
Contact: 609-317-3177 Call PATEL-828-446-3080 Email resume: peter@pdkhotels.com
02/06-02/27-SL 02/06-03/06-SL, /(503) 888 6455
02/06-03/06-SL|
ARIZONA OHIO
NEW YORK ST. LOUIS MO Need Couple for Breakfast and Need Single / Couple for Front Desk, PHILADELPHIA AND NEW JERSEY
Need FRONT DESK, HOUSEKEEPING Wanted Motel Manager and Night Laundry help for 90 Rooms Franchise Night Auditor, Housekeeping for Motel Need Legal Front desk and
Single/Couples for Franchise Hotels in Auditor for Franchise Motel in Motel in Page, AZ 86040. near Columbus OH - 43025. Housekeeping Couple.
NY - experienced, legal. St. Louis MO Good Salary and Experience preferred, ready to train. Experienced preferred but ready to train. Accommodation provided.
Accommodation provided. Accommodation Provided. Legal must. Legal status must. Min. 2 years experience.
Call (201)-755-1398 CALL 314-497-3292 or 314-330-4621 Accommodation provided. Call Sunny (740) 404 7478 732-447-7281
02/13-02/27-SH| 02/13-03/10-MS| Call (435) 229 8980 01/30-02/27-JG 01/30-02/27-JG
02/13-02/27-SU
Myrtle Beach, SC FLORIDA HOME IMPROVEMENT
Experienced General Manager is Urgent Help Needed NEWARK, DELAWARE
required immediately. Franchise Multiple Motels in Need experienced General Manager, ,
Best Western software experience Florida needs experienced live-in Asst. General Manager and Do you know what's in your water?
and any BW sales and revenue manager-Housekeepers couple, Front Desk Clerks for Franchise Hotel / Leaf Home Wat_er Solutions offers
certs are preferred. Night auditor, Accountant and front desk Motel in Newark, DE. FREE water testing and whole home
Legal working papers must. person and Wyndham,Choice and Accommodation provided. yvater tregtmen} systems that can be
Accommodation provided. Hilton experienced GMS. Must be Legal status must. '”Sta”eF’ in as litle one day. 15% O_ﬁ
Attractive salary franchised experience. LOOKING FOR Call [text _ your entire purchase. Plus 10% senior
Call- 571-265-3289 FULL TIME DRIVER HELP (732) 423-1725 | email resume: & military discounts. Restrictions apply.
S - . ' joinmyhotel@gmail.com Schedule your FREE test today.
Email: rigroupllc99@gmail.com Call or Text: B.P 386-566-8761or 0L/16.02/13.SL y Y
02/06-02/27-SH email:bps1018@gmail.com Call 1-866-247-5728 NY SCAN
02/13-03/06-SD)|

classified Ads now!!

Post your

773-856-0545
For all newspapers, 272iC12:: NEWSINDIA [
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MATRIMONIAL

Gujarati Patel family invites matrimonial
correspondence for their
US born handsome son, 39, 5'8",
previously married, no kids, business
degree, hotel business in Chicago.
Seeking suitable match from
Gujarati family with no children.
Send biodata & recent pics to:
arpitpatel1635@gmail.com

01/02-01/23-MS

Consumer Cellular -
the same reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees and activation
is free. All plans feature unlimited talk
and text, starting at just $20/month.
For more information,

call 1-844-919-1682
NY SCAN

TRAVEL SERVICES

30+ YEARS

OF EXPERIENCE

m Linkedin:

NARESH LALWANI

INDEPENDENT TRAVEL ADVISOR
Flights, Cruises, Hotels, Holidays, Packages,
Transfers, Rail Vacations (US & International)
Call / Text: +1 646-460-0272
Email: naresh.lalwani@fora.travel

Find me on:

_ 'E““”‘P“

BUSINESS/SERVICES DIRECTORY

EVALUATION
For foreign degree evaluation,
immigration help, college
admission, language
translation/interpretation
Please call us
718-445-2790
or visit
www.degreeevaluationcom
www.translationmaster.org

08/15-11/14- SH

Waldwick, NJ 07463
201-632-1529
tejas@kapadialaw.com

Real Estate, Business,
Wills (Estate Planning),
Immigration & General
Law, Practicing in
New York & New Jersey.
Enrolled Agent with IRS.

08/15-08/07/26-sd

MUSIC

ESTABLISHED 1975 NJ Registered Professional Provider

Private Lessons on All Instruments
and Virtual Lessons.

East Hanover (973) 428-0405
Springfield (973) 467-4688

Calderone School of Music

26-07/18/25-sd

ACCOUNTANTS/CPA

HEMISH S. KAPADIA, CPA, EA, MBA, MS
SUSHIL T. KAPADIA, CPA, EA, ACA

Enrolled Agent with IRS, Certified
Public Accountant, Chartered
Accountant, Former Tax Auditor &
Assistant to Income Tax Commissioner - NYC.
44+ years in practice.

08715-08/07/26-sd

DEGREE EVALUATION ACCOUNTANTS/CPA ACCOUNTANTS/CPA
IMMIGRATION HELP & ANJAY ACCOUNTAX SERVICE NJ LLC
FOREIGN DEGREE TEJAS S. KAPADIA, ESQ. Harish Hathiwala, CPA

07/04- 06/26/26-sd

Specializing in
Accounting , Auditing , Income Tax
Individual - Business - Corporation
New Business Set Up Service
Jersey City: (201) 656-2000
NY City: (212) 714-1988
Central Jersey: (908) 837-9030
Orlando: (407) 403-6582

ACCOUNTANTS/CPA
HOW TO CREATE TAX FREE ASSETS?

e
SHIV KUMAR SAHANI

Agent, New York Life Insurance Co.

646-644-0174

b Oun Yeam O Agents Are Ready Yo Help!
PRIYA SAHANI - (917) 723-6684

3
g
{2}
www.calderoneschoolofmusic.com [& Tel: (201) 444-3648 g RAVI SURTI - (614) 578-7070
- €& ARISH K. SAHANI - (646) 644-2139
8! SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1972 |
e p a pe ro d e S Ita I k [} CO m § "Making Friends Through Service" ¥

ATTORNEY AUTO DONATIONS AUTOS WANTED HEALTH HOME IMPROVEMENT

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?

Don't Accept the insurance compa-
ny’s first offer. Many injured parties are
entitled to major cash settlements. Get
a free evaluation to see what your case
is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation.

Call Now: 1-833-323-0318. Be ready
with your zip code to connect with the

closest provider.
NY SCAN

Get a break on your taxes! Donate
your car, truck, or SUV to assist the
blind and visually impaired. Arrange
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and
secure a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind Today at

1-855-484-3467 today!
NY SCAN

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your
old, busted or junk car with no hoops,
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to

Peddle. Easy three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pickup. Fast payment.

Call 1-855-403-3374
NY SCAN

Attention:
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100%
guaranteed.

CALL NOW: 1-833-641-6397
NY SCAN

Safe Step.

North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and service. Now

featuring our FREE shower package
and $1600 Off for a limited time!

Call today! Financing available.

Call Safe Step 1-855-916-5473
NY SCAN

MATCHES!

UNLOCKTHE DOOR
TO A LIFETIME OF

POST YOUR AD TODAY, AND LET US
CONNECT YOU WITH POTENTIAL

www.newsindiatimes.com

(© 773-856-0545
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TV

ITV GOLD ORIGINALS

Piya Jyoti Kachroo PODCAST

BEYOND THE HEADLINES

A weekly show delivering sharp analysis
on the stories shaping our world

POWERED BY

NIR
PAY

nrspay.com

EVERY
THURSDAY
8:20 PM EST

ONLY ON ITV GOLD

Now available with
any desi pack on

®)))

sling

SUBSCRIBE ON:

SPECTRUM - CHANNEL 1539 CALL: 833-495-2431
ALTICE | OPTIMUM - CHANNEL 116 CALL: 866-200-7273
ASTOUND BROADBAND POWERED BY RCN

CHANNEL 476 CALL: (800) 746-4726
WWW.ITVGOLD.COM

Every week, the news throws new questions at
us. Global politics. Economy and markets. Trade,
technology, and policy. Immigration, society, and
public interest.

Headlines move fast — but understanding takes
time. Beyond the Headlines is where the week’s
biggest stories are examined with depth, balance,
and clarity.

Our editors cut through the noise. Our experts
explain the stakes. And our discussions focus on
impact, not outrage. No single agenda.

No single topic. Just the stories that matter - and
the facts behind them. WHAT MAKES IT
DIFFERENT - Weekly, theme-based deep dives.
Expert-led discussions with real-world context.
Editorial analysis beyond breaking news. Focus on
how policies and events affect people. Beyond
the Headlines Every Week ITV GOLD.




