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PM Modi, President Trump Announce Breakthrough In
Trade/Tariffs Deal

P
rime Minister of India Narendra 
Modi announced that US tariffs 
on Indian products had been 
reduced to 18 percent by Wash-
ington, in a breakthrough after 

months of negotiations between the two 
nations.

“Wonderful to speak with my dear 
friend President Trump today. Delighted 
that Made in India products will now 
have a reduced tariff of 18%,” Modi 
posted Feb. 2, on X.com/narendramodi.

President Trump confirmed the deal 
with a post on Truth Social that a trade 
deal had been struck with India and 
tariffs were being reduced to 18 percent 
from 25 percent.

In a rapidly developing story of high 
import to both United States and India, 
leaders of the two countries appeared to 
have averted a trade confrontation.

President Trump’s post on Truth 
Social following a call with Modi, said, “t 
was an Honor to speak with Prime Min-
ister Modi, of India, this morning. He is 
one of my greatest friends and, a Power-
ful and Respected Leader of his Country,” 
Trump said, adding, “We spoke about 
many things, including Trade, and end-
ing the War with Russia and Ukraine. He 
agreed to stop buying Russian Oil, and to 
buy much more from the United States 
and, potentially, Venezuela.”

The President said that step would 
help “END THE WAR in Ukraine.”

He went on to add, “Out of friendship 
and respect for Prime Minister Modi 
and, as per his request, effective immedi-
ately, we agreed to a Trade Deal between 
the United States and India, whereby 

the United States will charge a reduced 
Reciprocal Tariff, lowering it from 25% to 
18%. They will likewise move forward to 
reduce their Tariffs and Non Tariff Barri-
ers against the United States, to ZERO.”

Modi, the President said, “also com-
mitted to “BUY AMERICAN,” at a much 
higher level, in addition to over $500 BIL-
LION DOLLARS of U.S. Energy, Technol-
ogy, Agricultural, Coal, and many other 
products.”

Washington’s “amazing” relationship 
with India will be even stronger going 
forward, the President predicted. “Prime 
Minister Modi and I are two people that 

GET THINGS DONE, something that 
cannot be said for most.”The President 
went on to add that Modi had also com-
mitted to buying more than $500 billion 
dollars products in U.S. energy, technol-
ogy, agricultural and other sectors.

A White House official told Reuters the 
Trump administration is dropping the 
25% additional tariffs it had previously 
imposed on Indian imports because of its 
purchases of Russian oil. In addition, it is 
lowering a country-specific tariff to 18% 
from 25 percent.

“We are also dropping the 25% tariff 
given India’s agreement to stop buying 

Russian oil,” the official is quoted saying 
in the Reuters report.

According to Reuters, U.S.-listed 
shares of major Indian companies rallied 
on the news about the trade deal men-
tioned by the two leaders. IT consulting 
firm Infosys was up 3.53% in afternoon 
trading, consultancy Wipro rose 7% , 
HDFC Bank gained 3.4% and the iShares 
MSCI India exchange-traded fund rallied 
3.3%, Reuters reported.

On Saturday, January 31, Trump had 
broached the idea of a potential deal for 
India to buy Venezuelan oil after the US 
seized control over that country.

In August 2025, the Trump adminis-
tration had doubled duties on imports 
from India to 50% in a bid to stop New 
Delhi from purchasing Russian oil, and 
in January, the President had threatened 
another rate rise.

Purchases of Venezuelan oil would 
help replace some of the Russian oil 
bought by India, the world’s third-biggest 
oil importer purchasing 90 percent of its 
needs, Reuters noted.

New Delhi has over the last year been 
reducing its purchases of Russian oil, 
particularly after Moscow’s invasion of 
Ukraine and subsequent sanctions on 
such purchases by different countries.

“Recently India has begun to slow its 
purchases from Russia. In January, they 
were around 1.2 million barrels per day, 
and are projected to decline to about 1 
million bpd in February and 800,000 bpd 
in March,” according to a Reuters report.

India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jais-
hankar is expected to be in Washington 
starting February 3, ostensibly to carry 
forward discussion on the latest agree-
ment. 

From News Dispatches

By a Staff Writer

P
H

O
T

O
: R

E
U

T
E

R
S/

K
E

V
IN

 L
A

M
A

R
Q

U
E

/F
IL

E
 P

H
O

T
O

U.S. President Donald Trump and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi shake hands as they attend a joint 
press conference at the White House in Washington, D.C., U.S., February 13, 2025.

I
ndian American community leaders, 
organizations and think tanks ap-
plauded the announcement February 
2, 2026, of an imminent trade deal 

between Washington and New Delhi that 
brings down tariffs on Indian goods and 
could herald a return to normal bilateral 
relations after months of tension.

“This agreement is a great relief for 
India and good news for the United States. 
The reduction of tariffs to 18 percent 
is most welcome relief to India and its 
economy. And at the same time, US can 
see its exports with India increase,” said 
Padma Shri recipient Dr. Sudhir Parikh, 

chairman of Parikh Worldwide Media/
ITV Gold. “Hopefully the Ts will be crossed 
and the Is will be dotted soon between 
these two great democracies with the 
arrival of India’s External Affairs Minister 
Jaishankar,” he added. EAM S. Jaishankar 
arrived in D.C. February 2, 2026.

“It’s a big breakthrough. It happened 
because the two leaders spoke. But also 
a lot of credit must go to newly ap-
pointed Ambassador Sergio Gor to India. 
He has the ear of the President, and this 
agreement comes within a month of his 
reaching India,” said M.R. Rangaswami, 
founder of IndiaSpora, an advocacy orga-
nization based in California. “We are very 
excited that everything seems to be back 
to normal and we can move forward.”

The US India Strategic Partnership 
Forum (USISPF) welcomed the agree-
ment, saying, “The reduction of India’s 
reciprocal tariff from 25% to 18% marks 
an important and positive first step. While 
the agreement’s specifics are pending, 
today’s announcement signals strong po-
litical will on both sides to move toward a 
comprehensive U.S.–India Bilateral Trade 
Agreement (BTA) that addresses tariffs, 
market access, non-tariff barriers, and 
other trade-related issues across a wide 
range of sectors.”

Describing it as a “constructive” mo-
mentum the USISPF expressed optimism 
about the future, and committed to 
helping expand bilateral trade to the $500 
billion target.

Wendy Cutler, senior vice president of 
the Asia Society Policy Institute, called the 
announcement of the trade deal, as still 
“light on details.” “The announcement is 
certainly a relief to our Indian partners, 
who have faced some of the highest tariff 
rates of any partner,” said Cutler, the for-
mer Acting Deputy US Trade Representa-
tive. “It will help clear the pathway for the 
U.S. and India to work cooperatively on 
other pressing matters concerning critical 
minerals, technology cooperation, and 
supply chain resiliency.”

Reducing the U.S. reciprocal tariff for 
India to 18%, gives Indian exporters “a 
slight edge in the U.S. market over its 
ASEAN competitors who have secured 19-
20% tariffs,” Cutler pointed out. 

Emerging US-India Trade Deal Lauded By Community Leaders, 
Think Tanks
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T
he Trump administration is working to put the 
details of its trade deal with India announced on 
Monday on paper, but it will reduce India’s tariffs 
on American industrial goods to zero from 13.5% 
and eliminate duties but allow India to maintain 

some agricultural import protections, U.S. Trade Repre-
sentative Jamieson Greer said on Tuesday.

Greer told CNBC in a live interview that the U.S. would 
continue to work on access to certain protected areas 
of India’s agriculture sector, but said India’s tariffs “for a 
variety of things, you know, tree nuts, wine, spirits, fruits, 
vegetables, etc, they’re going down to zero.”

He did not mention rice, beef, soybeans, sugar or 
dairy, which are commodities that India excluded from 
its recent trade deal with the European Union.

Greer confirmed that the deal would reduce the U.S. 
tariff on most Indian goods to 18% from 50% because of 
the size and growth of India’s trade surplus with the U.S. 
That reached $53.5 billion during the first 11 months of 
2025, up from $45.8 billion for all of 2024, according to 
U.S. Census Bureau data.

Greer said that the Trump administration reached 
an “understanding and an agreement with the Indians 

as well on a variety of technical barriers to trade, areas 
where they have not accepted U.S. standards. We know 
American goods are safe.”

He said there would be “a process for recognizing U.S. 
standards” but that India would have to go through its 
own political processes for accepting these standards, 
adding that it would open up a market of more than 1 bil-
lion people to more U.S. goods.

Regarding India’s agreement to wind down Russian 
crude oil imports, he said that prior to 2022 and 2023, 
India did not import Russian oil and has been work-
ing since late last year to wind down imports. India was 
“making the right choice” to diversify its energy purchas-
es to the U.S. and Venezuela.

He did not specify a start date for the tariff changes, 
saying that the process for making it official was under-
way.

“We’ll finish papering it, but we know the specifics, 
we know the details,” Greer said. He added that India is 
maintaining some protection around agricultural goods..

-Reuters

US Trade Chief Says India To Maintain Some Agriculture 
Protections In Deal With Trump
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A farmer sprays insecticide on his cauliflower field in Kolkata, India, 
December 19, 2016. 

I
ndia said on Sunday foreign companies using data 
centres built in the country to provide services to 
global clients will not face any taxes for doing so for 
more than 20 years, hoping to assuage concerns of 

possible tax liabilities on the sector.
Scores of data centres have been built in India in re-

cent years, but lawyers told Reuters that foreign compa-
nies had been concerned that New Delhi could in future 
impose taxes on their global income for using a data 
centre located in the country.

Those concerns were set to rest by Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman in her 2026-27 budget speech, where 
she said India will “provide (a) tax holiday till 2047 to any 
foreign companies that provide cloud services to their 
customers globally, by using data centre services from 
India.”

Vaibhav Gupta, partner at tax firm Dhruva Advisors, 
said: “This announcement helps in bringing clarity to for-
eign companies and lends stability in (their) tax position 
in India till 2047,” noting foreign companies would no 
longer need to worry about potential taxes on their global 
income on the basis they use a data centre in India.

Google said in October it will invest $15 billion in an AI 

data centre project in Andhra Pradesh state, while Micro-
soft and Amazon have poured billions into data centres 
in India. Indian conglomerates like Adani and Reliance 
are also investing.

Amazon, Microsoft and Google did not immediately 
respond to requests for comment on the government’s 
tax measure.

“Data centres will be a major strength for India 
through which we can provide new services to the world,” 
IT minister Ashwini Vaishnav told reporters.

-Reuters

I
ndian shares jumped to post their best 
day in nine months on Tuesday, led by 
Reliance and heavyweight financials, 
while export-oriented stocks powered 

a broad rally after the India–U.S. trade 
deal removed a key market overhang.

Both benchmarks surged about 5% in 
early trade. At close, the Nifty 50 settled 
2.55% higher at 25,727.55 points, while the 
BSE Sensex gained 2.54% to 83,739.13, to 
log their strongest single-session rise since 
May 2025.

U.S. President Donald Trump on Mon-
day announced a trade deal with India 
that slashes U.S. tariffs on Indian goods to 
18% from 50% in exchange for New Delhi 

halting Russian oil purchases and lower-
ing trade barriers.

All 16 major sectors logged gains, while 
the broader small-caps and mid-caps 
jumped 2.8% each. Forty-six of the Nifty 
50 constituents advanced.

Index heavyweight Reliance Industries 
jumped 3.4%. Top private lenders HDFC 
Bank and ICICI Bank rose 2.2% and 2.7%, 
leading the benchmark rally.

The rupee strengthened against the 
dollar, posting its best day in seven years 
on expectations that the deal will lure 
foreign fund inflows towards Indian assets 
after sustained outflows over the last year.

“Higher tariffs on Indian goods had 
raised a balance-of-payments risk, 
contributing to rupee depreciation and 
triggering foreign outflows in a self-feed-
ing cycle,” said Peeyush Mittal, portfolio 

manager at Matthews Asia, adding that 
the trade deal breaks the loop and will 
lend stability to rupee and stocks.

The delay in the India-U.S. trade deal, 
lack of exposure to emerging themes such 
as artificial intelligence and muted earn-
ings were the key reasons for the foreign 
selling in Indian stocks, since the start of 
2025.

Foreign portfolio investors have 
offloaded shares worth about $23 billion 
since the start of 2025, triggering a rare 
underperformance compared with Asian 
and emerging market peers.

“The trade deal announcement does 
change the immediate outlook on India 
and sets a positive tone, which is good for 
equities in the short to medium term,” 
said Vineet Arora, managing director 
at NAV Capital Emerging Star fund, a 

Singapore-based foreign investor.
Export-linked sectors such as auto 

ancillaries, textiles, apparel, jewellery, IT, 
pharma, seafood, engineering goods, re-
newables, speciality chemicals, electron-
ics manufacturers will find their flavour 
again, Arora said.

On the day, all the export-linked sectors 
surged.

Eternal gained 2.6% on inclusion into 
Jefferies’ model India portfolio, with the 
brokerage terming it a “FPI favourite”. 
Adani Ports climbed 9.1% on raising the 
upper end of its core earnings forecast for 
the current fiscal.

-Reuters

India Gives 20-Year Tax Holiday To Foreign Firms Using Local 
Data Centres

Indian Shares Notch Best Day In 9 Months As Reliance, Financials 
Surge After US Trade Deal

By Aditi Shah and Dhwani Pandya

By Bharath Rajeswaran and                           
Vivek Kumar M
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Indian Ambassador To US Vinay Mohan Kwatra Highlights 
“Impact”, “Democratisation Of AI” At CSIS Pre-AI Summit

I
ndian Ambassador 
to the United States 
Vinay Mohan Kwatra 
participated in a Pre-AI 
Summit panel discus-

sion January 31, 2026, titled 
“Reflections on Paris and 
Prospects for New Delhi”, 
organized by Center for 
Strategic and International 
Studies (CSIS), alongside the 
Ambassador of France.

Sharing details of the 
engagement on X, Kwatra 
emphasised “Impact” as a 
core driver of the upcoming 
AI Summit in India later in 
February.

He also outlined India’s 
approach to artificial intelli-
gence, sharing the country’s 
perspective on “democrati-
sation of AI” around people, 
planet and progress with the 
participating audience.

The discussion focused 
on advancing global 
dialogue on AI, with India 
underscoring impact-led inno-
vation and inclusive growth as 
key pillars of its engagement 
ahead of the summit.

All these developments stem from engagements held 
on January 31, during which Kwatra also detailed India’s 
people-first approach to artificial intelligence and the 
structure of the upcoming AI Impact Summit, not-
ing that it is built around three core pillars focused on 
people, planet and progress.

India’s Ambassador to the US Vinay Mohan Kwatra 
gestures as he speaks at the CSIS conference.

Speaking during a discussion titled “Exploring Global 
AI Policy Priorities Ahead of the India AI Impact Sum-
mit”, Kwatra said, “This is the first time that the summit 
is taking place in a Global South country.

“The summit is being anchored on three major 
platforms. We call it three 
sutras essentially. The 
first sutra, or the first 
anchor of it, is people. 
Essentially, the underly-
ing theme there is that 
the cultural diversity of 
people, the dignity of 
people, and the access of 
people to the technology 
are ensured,” he said.

Explaining the second 
pillar, he said, “The 
second part of it, which is 
important, is the planet. 
The idea is that any tech-
nology is not centred just 
on a particular geography 
but is available for the 
progress of the planet.”

Describing the third 
element of the frame-
work, Kwatra added, “The 
third course is the sutra 
of progress, which must 

lead to economic and tech-
nological progress and the 
prosperity of society.”

His remarks came amid a 
series of international sum-
mits since 2023 that have 
brought together govern-
ments, industry and civil so-
ciety to deepen cooperation 
on artificial intelligence.

In this context, India is set 
to host the AI Impact Summit 
in February 2026, marking 
the first time such a global 
AI summit will be held in the 
Global South.

The conference also fea-
tured Laurent Bili and placed 
the upcoming summit within 
the momentum generated by 
the Paris AI Action Summit, 
which France and India co-
hosted in Paris in February 
2025.

Panel discussions during 
the event focused on do-
mestic and global AI policy 
agendas, industry views on 
governance and innovation, 
and AI-driven development 
initiatives across the Global 
South.

Building on this momentum, the India AI Impact 
Summit 2026 is being projected as a landmark event 
aimed at strengthening India’s role in responsible and 
inclusive artificial intelligence.

According to the Ministry of Electronics and IT, out-
comes from focused working groups are expected to 
shape AI policy, skilling strategies and implementation 
across India and the Global South.

These plans were outlined during the 38th episode 
of Digital India: Ask Our Experts, where officials pre-
sented a roadmap for India’s AI-driven future and high-
lighted efforts to democratise access to AI, including 
opportunities for youth, startups, women innovators 

and learners from Tier-2 
and Tier-3 cities.

Participants also 
raised questions on open 
data access, AI infra-
structure and healthcare 
data safety, with assur-
ances that IndiaAI is 
prioritising secure and 
inclusive platforms to 
enable broader participa-
tion in the AI ecosystem.

The discussions 
served as a curtain-raiser 
for the India AI Impact 
Expo 2026, scheduled at 
Bharat Mandapam from 
February 16 to 20, where 
real-world AI applica-
tions across education, 
healthcare, agriculture 
and governance are set to 
be showcased.

-ANI
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India’s Ambassador to the US Vinay Mohan Kwatra gestures as he 
speaks at the CSIS conference.

A section of the audience at the CSIS conference.

Indian Ambassador Vinay Mohan Kwatra speaking at the CSIS conference. 
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An Unusual Indian American Running For US Congress From 
Texas District 31

A
n Indian American, originally from Andhra 
Pradesh, is among ten Republican candidates 
vying for the Grand Old Party’s support in his bid 
for the US Congress in the upcoming March 3, 
2026 primaries in Texas. He is not only different 

because he is an entrepreneur who is totally financing 
his campaign; he happens to be a rancher and sports a 
cowboy hat, somewhat of a rarity among Indian Ameri-
cans.

Abhiram Garapati, whose public persona resembles a 
Texas cowboy, and he sells hay to prove that, has to beat 
9 other Republican aspirants and his opening gambit is 
– “I have lived the American Dream.”

He immigrated to the United States in 1997 at the age 
of 22 with just $500 in in his pocket, he says. “In 2010, 
I proudly affirmed my allegiance to the United States, 
became a U.S. citizen, and renounced my citizenship 
in my country of birth,” which according to his biogra-
phy on Ballotpedia.org, is India, where he was born in 
Nuzvid, a town in Andhra Pradesh.

“Through hard work, perseverance, and the grace 
of God, I became a self-made millionaire by the age of 
30,” Garapati says on his campaign website garapatifor-
texas.com. He seems to have a golden thumb going by 
his entrepreneurial history.

Since his arrival in 1997, Garapati says he founded 
and led multiple successful businesses and currently 
serves as the President of Ant Savings, a commercial 
real estate investment firm he established in 2004. 
Headquartered in Central Texas, Ant Savings has grown 
into a “multimillion-dollar enterprise” which the Indian 
American maintains, has a portfolio spanning multiple 
states, including office buildings, hospitals, restaurants, 
and shopping centers.

Garapati earned a bachelor’s degree in Electron-
ics and Communications Engineering and completed 
advanced investment coursework at Stanford University.

“Throughout my career, I have traveled to some of 
the most remote parts of the United States, forging rela-
tionships and doing business with incredible Americans 
from all walks of life,” he says.

Garapati is also a farmer and cattle rancher, raising 
hay and livestock on his 200-acre ranch in Central Texas 
and his 60-acre ranch in Florence, Texas, where he lives.

“My deep ties to the land and local economy have 
given me firsthand insight into the challenges and val-
ues of hardworking Texans,” he says.

Politically, he represented the 31st Congressional 
District of Texas as a delegate to the 2024 Republican 
National Convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Apart 
from that, Garapati has tried multiple times to win the 
GOP’s favor. He ran in the Republican primaries for U.S. 
Congress in 2020, 2022, and 2024.

“For the past eight years, I have been actively 
involved in Republican grassroots efforts and remain 
deeply committed to the conservative principles that 
make our state and nation strong,” he says.

Whether that grassroots work has brought him the 
support needed to win the primary is to be seen on 
March 3.

Federal Election data (fec.gov) for the period July 1, 
2025-December 31, 2025, shows total receipts by the 
candidate to his campaign of $55,000, with zero contri-
butions from individuals and committees, in line with 
his stated commitment. Of his amount, Garapati spent 
$16,000 on operating expenditures, and his cash on 
hand by end of 2025 was $39,000.

Interestingly, several of his 9 Republican opponents 

have small financial numbers even less than Garapati 
according to fec.gov data available @fec.gov/data/elec-
tions/house/TX/31/2026/.

Married to his high-school sweetheart who he says 
he has known since kindergarten, Garapati has two 
children.

“With respect to my faith, I was raised Hindu and ad-
opted Christianity and accepted the love of Jesus Christ 

later in my life,” Garapati says.
There is even more that makes Garapati different 

from many candidates nationwide. Not only has he 
refused all campaign contributions, he is declining a 
congressional salary and pension, and – he owns no 
individual stocks and will not trade while in Congress.  

By Ela Dutt
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Abhiram Garapati at a Republican Convention. Abhiram Garapati with his wife and children. 

Abhiram Garapati on his ranch.
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Smithsonian Asian Art Museum To Return Three 
Stolen Bronzes To India

T
he Smithsonian’s National Museum of Asian 
Art is returning to the Indian government three 
bronzes, museum leaders told The Washington 
Post, after extensive provenance research indi-
cated that the objects were removed from their 

original sites illegally.
The trove includes the 12th-century “Somaskanda,” 

which shows Shiva with his wife, the 16th-century 
“Saint Sundarar With Paravai,” as well as a dancing Shi-
va known as “Shiva Nataraja,” made around A.D. 990.

Statues in the form of that last sacred image have 
become notorious targets of looting and theft.

After early 20th-century writing by art historian 
Ananda Coomaraswamy pitched the figures as em-
blems of India’s exceptionalism, they exploded in popu-
larity. Souvenirs re-creating the sacred image multiplied 
at tourist traps and gift shops. Shiva Nataraja statues, 
meanwhile, disappeared from temples.

“It got really famous from this guy’s article, and then 
every museum in the West needs to have a Shiva Nata-
raja,” said Padma Kaimal, a professor of art at Colgate 
University who has written about the image-type. It was 
a time when museums asked fewer questions, and the 
coveted dancing gods were welcomed 
into their collections.

The Smithsonian’s dancing Shiva will 
remain on a long-term loan and will be 
displayed alongside information about 
its repatriation.

“The return of these sculptures, the 
result of proactive research, reflects our 
dedication to ethical museum practice,” 
museum director Chase F. Robinson said 
in a statement.

In an interview with The Post, Rob-
inson added that the museum believes 
strongly that the objects’ full biographies 
“are really interesting and compelling 
stories, and we are increasingly inte-
grating them into our galleries and as a 
feature of our exhibitions.”

The return attests to the sharper 
attention to objects’ origins across the 
museum world in recent years, as advo-
cates, historians and museum profession-
als have called, sometimes in vain, for the 
repatriation of artifacts such as the Benin bronzes and 
Elgin Marbles held at prominent museums.

The Asian art museum last year appointed Nancy 
Karrels as associate director of provenance and object 
histories, a new role at the institution, and last month, 
the museum announced the return of its first batch 
of works under the Smithsonian’s Shared Stewardship 
and Ethical Returns Policy, which was adopted by the 
wider institution in 2022. Those three sculptures from 
Cambodia were found to have been removed from the 
country in a period of widespread looting during civil 
conflict before appearing on the U.S. market.

Previously the Smithsonian had a policy of return-
ing items proved to be obtained illegally, but the 2022 
policy widened grounds for return. Museums could 
deaccession and return objects based on ethical 
considerations alone, as well as collaborate with origin 
communities for their care.

The repatriation of these bronzes to India – made on legal 
grounds – is a result of the museum’s systematic review of its 
South Asian collection.

The museum’s approach demonstrates a newer way 
of thinking about and presenting objects: That the very 

thing that may necessitate an object’s return is also part 
of the story a museum should tell.

“Historically, museums are much better at aestheti-
cizing the object than contextualizing the object,” said 
Robinson. “Charles Lang Freer was a fantastic collec-
tor. He really wasn’t interested in the social context, 
religious context, ritual context,” he said, adding that 
“there has been a change of course in museology of the 
last generation or two. Increasingly one finds exhibi-
tions and galleries devoted to trying to recontextualize.”

Holdings in the Smithsonian’s extensive, nearly 
180-year-old collection have long sparked calls for re-
patriation. In late 2022, the National Museum of African 
Art returned 29 Benin bronzes to Nigeria.

A 2023 Post investigation found that the institution 
took decades to take action on human remains, includ-
ing more than 250 human brains. (At the time, Secretary 
Lonnie G. Bunch III said the Smithsonian was acceler-
ating its efforts to return remains and called the period 
of their collection the institution’s “darkest history.”)

The research required for returns can be hefty. 
The National Museum of Asian Art has a team of four 
people working on provenance research, larger than 

other museums of its size, Robinson said. The work 
underlying the Indian bronze return took years.

“Somaskanda” and “Saint Sundarar With Paravai” 
were part of the collection Arthur M. Sackler donated to 
the museum in 1987. The institution received a tip that 
the pieces appeared in photographs at the Photo Ar-
chives of the French Institute of Pondicherry. They sent 
a curator to visit the archives and found that the statues 
were documented in temple settings in Tamil Nadu in 
the 1950s. Such “in situ” photographs form a legal basis 
in India to establish theft, Robinson said, and “confirm 
the sculptures’ unauthorized removal from India,” the 
museum said in an email.

The “Shiva Nataraja” arrived in the museum later, ac-
quired in 2002 through New York’s now-infamous Doris 
Wiener Gallery. According to the Manhattan district at-
torney’s office, Wiener was known for taking “shopping 
trips” through South Asia “to select stolen antiquities 
that would later be smuggled into New York.” In 2021, 
her daughter, Nancy, who was a part of the gallery op-
erations, pleaded guilty to trafficking illicitly acquired 
works and creating false provenance records.

Robinson said museum researchers attempted to 
trace the origins of the “Shiva Nataraja” bronze that 
Wiener sold them. They were not able to find a gallery 
matching the name that her documents provided as 

the source of the object, nor any street 
matching the gallery’s purported ad-
dress. The object, like the others, was 
also photographed in a temple in Tamil 
Nadu in the 1950s.

It was not the only stolen Shiva Na-
taraja that passed through the Wieners’ 
hands – another was returned from the 
Asia Society in 2021.

“There’s a huge network of extraction, 
we could call it, that’s particularly fo-
cused on these Shiva Natarajas,” Kaimal, 
the Colgate professor, said.

The figures are vulnerable to theft 
not just because of their popularity but 
because “the temples are out in these 
tiny villages that can’t afford serious se-
curity, and people need to see the images 
during worship so you don’t want to lock 
them away,” Kaimal said. At times, copies 
of the piece have been swapped in dur-
ing “cleanings,” she said.

The bronze shows Shiva dancing on 
a demon representing ignorance, encircled by a ring 
of fire and on a lotus base. It is considered “one of the 
most important, visually thrilling forms of the Hindu 
god Shiva,” according to the Asian art museum, and is 
rich with symbolism in the objects Shiva holds in his 
hands, the clothes he wears and more.

Recently the image, which Kaimal says Coomaraswa-
my’s essay argued “shows that India was full of wisdom 
long before Europe,” has appealed to Hindu nationalist 
sentiments in India. But it also has wider allure.

“These images continue to be very powerful in the 
present because they have deep meaning for people 
who identify with these places, all the Indian expats, 
but also for many people who admire India,” said 
Kaimal, calling them “beautiful, important, precious 
objects.”

Kaimal applauded the Asian art museum’s efforts to 
return the bronzes. “This is big. This is about acknowl-
edging that the ways in which objects made their ways 
into museums have not always been legal,” she said. 
“That’s a huge confession for museums to make.”

-The Washington Post

By Kelsey Ables
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Top, Shiva Nataraja (Lord of Dance); India, Tamil Nadu state, Chola dynasty, ca. 990; bronze sculpture. 
Above,  Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C.
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ASTROLOGY

ARIES: Work matt ers move eff ortlessly. 
Professional growth looks en-
couraging, especially when 
guided by experienced. Financial 
decisions benefi t from careful 

advice. Excessive closeness with a friend 
may create misunderstanding. Property-
related commitments should be postponed 
. Travel opportunities prove refreshing. 
Health improves steadily. Financial dues 
are to be recovered.

TAURUS:  Romantic plans bring excite-
ment. Marriage prospects look 
promising. Younger individuals 
may enjoy an outing. Relocation 
or shift ing homes is possible for 

some. Workplace adjustments improve ef-
fi ciency and ease pressure. Support from a 
rival may take time but persistence works. 
Avoid tasks beyond your confi dence. 
Physical wellbeing remains stable, while 
fi nances stay balanced.

GEMINI: Social interactions place you in 
the spotlight, helping you build a positive 

image. At work, you inspire oth-
ers by leading through action. 
Competitive situations tilt in 
your favour. Academic ambi-

tions push you toward learning. Family 
gatherings see you as the centre of att en-
tion. Past romantic connections may resur-
face. Emotional feelings fi nd acceptance, 
strengthening love bonds. Health requires 
att ention through rest and routine care.

CANCER: Family expectations may feel 
overwhelming. A younger family member 

needs guidance, making your 
role important. Romantic matt ers 
may feel distant. Travel delays 
could cause irritation. Financial 

limitations restrict home improvement 
ideas. Career choices demand caution, as 
impulsive moves may backfi re. Income 
fl ow may slow temporarily. Maintain emo-
tional balance and avoid stress during sen-
sitive conversations.

LEO: Property matt ers bring encouraging 
news, favouring you. Some may consider 

developing land or investing fur-
ther. Observing traditions around 
a celebration brings happiness. 
Love life improves through gen-

uine eff ort. Leisure travel promises mental 
refreshment. Workplace deadlines may 
face delays. Professionals could feel bur-
dened. Financial assistance may come with 
expectations att ached, so weigh commit-
ments before agreeing.

VIRGO: Career prospects gain momentum, 
opening doors to advancement. 
Business owners may secure 
benefi cial agreements. Family 
members trust your judgement. 

Romantic stability supports long-term 
emotional security. Domestic support helps 
you move ahead . Visiting a location brings 
clarity on pending matt ers. Additional in-
come opportunities emerges. Make ecisions 
are with logic rather than haste.

LIBRA: A peaceful environment helps 
you stay relaxed. Concern for 
a person motivates you to off er 
support. Career-related uncer-
tainties may require adaptability 

and patience. Financial returns take longer 
than expected. Health needs immediate at-
tention. Romantic priorities may pause due 
to responsibilities. Household expenses 
could rise, creating fi nancial concern. Plan-
ning help restore balance.

SCORPIO: Professional situations im-
prove steadily. Those anxious 
about career security can relax 
as prospects strengthen. Har-
mony keeps emotional stress 

minimal. Financial gains begin to surface. 
Fitness eff orts prove benefi cial. Temporary 
distance from a partner is possible. Travel 
disruptions may occur, though delays are 
compensated. Maintain patience and con-
sistency to make the most of opportunities.

SAGITTARIUS: You approach matt ers 
with a progressive mindset. Domestic 

decisions taken yield positive 
outcomes. Active involvement 
in workplace projects brings rec-
ognition and tangible rewards. 

Sensible spending habits help preserve 
funds for essential purchases. Social en-
gagements keep you happily occupied. 
Romantic possibilities grow. This period 
supports optimism, balanced choices, and 
emotional fulfi lment.

CAPRICORN: Favourable changes appear 
in both family and professional matt ers. 

People previously distant be-
come more open to communica-
tion. A shift  in att itude deepens 
connections. Smooth workfl ow 

allows implementation of ideas. Romantic 
relationships move toward deeper com-
mitment. Travel opportunities, including 
overseas journeys. Overall progress feels 
rewarding,. Positive interactions strength-
en confi dence and emotional stability

AQUARIUS: Confi dence remains your 
strongest asset. Recognition arrives for 

those awaiting appreciation. A 
visit to or concern for an elder 
family member is possible. Fam-
ily gatherings bring lively in-

teractions. Romantic desires move closer 
to fulfi lment. Travel feels pleasant due to 
engaging companionship. Property in-
vestment plans may take shape. Balanced 
thinking and timely actions help you make 
the most of opportunities.

PISCES: Work effi  ciency earns appre-
ciation. A positive mindset helps 
manage challenges with ease. 
Past fi nancial decisions start 
yielding visible benefi ts. Joining a 

wellness-focused group supports physical 
improvement. Family responsibilities may 
feel demanding. A partner may need to stay 
away. Patience keep relationships steady. 
This phase encourages resilience, fi nancial 
awareness to navigate responsibilities.
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T
he Federation of Indian Associations 
(FIA) began 2026 with a strong message 
of service and compassion, packing 
nearly 35,000 meals for children in need 
at the Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) 

facility in Schaumburg.
Nearly 100 FIA volunteers, led by Founder 

and Chairman Sunil Shah and President Richa 
Chand, gathered at the nonprofit’s warehouse 
to turn empathy into action. By the end of the 
session, the team had packed 162 boxes totaling 
34,992 meals, enough to feed children across the 
globe through FMSC’s humanitarian partners. 
The effort represented $10,147.68 worth of food 
aid.

FIA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit and one of the 
Midwest’s largest Indian American organiza-
tions, representing more than 300,000 Asian 
Indians. The organization serves as a bridge 
between the local community, the United States 
and India, focusing on cultural connection, civic 
engagement and service.

Quoting Sir Winston Churchill’s words, “We 
make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what 
we give,” FIA leaders said the volunteer event embodied 
the organization’s mission. The reality of global hunger 
remains urgent: More than 821 million people world-
wide lack enough food, and thousands of children die 

daily from starvation-related causes.
At the Schaumburg facility, volunteers worked side by 

side in an energetic, coordinated effort — measuring in-
gredients, sealing and labeling packages, stacking boxes 
and moving supplies through the warehouse. Youth vol-
unteers handled much of the heavy lifting, while senior 

members labeled nearly 2,000 packages.
Although several other organizations vol-

unteered during the same shift, FIA was the 
largest group in attendance.

“This was more than just packing meals,” 
FIA leaders said. “Every packet was filled with 
hope, care and the belief that together we can 
make a difference.”

Chand led the effort on site, coordinating 
logistics and motivating volunteers through-
out the day. FIA General Secretaries Kamlesh 
Kapoor and Anshul Bindal were recognized 
for their organizational support. Several board 
members and directors, including Rajesh 
Narayan, Cecil Joseph, Subhash Iyer and R.V. 
Reddy, traveled from across the region to 
participate.

The event was documented by members of 
the FIA leadership team, including Executive 
Vice President Ajanta Talukdar and several vice 
presidents and secretaries who also assisted 
with operations and event management.

The service project marked the official 
launch of FIA’s 2026 calendar of events. The 
organization’s next major milestone will be its 
signature celebration of India’s 77th Republic 

Day, scheduled for Jan. 22, 2026.
More information about FIA is available at www.

fia-il.us. Details about Feed My Starving Children can be 
found at www.fmsc.org.

FIA Kicks Off 2026 With Service, Packs Nearly 30,000 Meals 
For Hungry Children

By a Staff Writer

Indian-American organizations urge interna-
tional community to confront religious extrem-
ism and protect minority rights

T
he Federation of Indian Associa-
tions–Chicago 1980 (FIA–Chicago 
1980), in collaboration with the 
National India Hub, organized a 

powerful public demonstration in Chi-
cago condemning the targeted killings 
and systematic persecution of Hindus 
in Bangladesh. The Chicago gathering 
formed part of coordinated protests held 
across the United States, uniting voices 
in a call for justice, accountability, and 
immediate global attention.

Community leaders, activists, and 
concerned citizens assembled to de-
nounce the brutal attacks on innocent 
Hindus targeted solely for their religious 
identity. Speakers emphasized that these 
atrocities are neither isolated incidents 
nor relics of the past; they represent a 
persistent and escalating pattern of reli-
gious persecution.

Participants highlighted sobering 
historical and contemporary reali-
ties. Bangladesh once had nearly 34% 
religious minorities—including Hindus, 
Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, and Jains. 
Today, that figure has declined to barely 
5%, raising urgent questions about the 
fate of millions over the past 75 years. 

Over the last two decades alone, the 
world has witnessed tens of thousands 
of terror incidents driven by religious ha-
tred—evidence, speakers said, of an ideo-
logical war in which extremist religious 
ideologies fuel violence, persecution, and 
systematic brutality.

Leaders warned that silence and pas-

sivity enable genocide. Relying on others 
for protection, they noted, is not safety—
it is a dangerous illusion. The community 
was urged to recognize the existential 
threats facing persecuted minorities 
and to respond with unity, resolve, and 
sustained advocacy.

“Comfort today can become catas-
trophe tomorrow,” speakers cautioned, 
underscoring the urgency of action.

While acknowledging that much more 
must be done to halt religious persecu-
tion worldwide, organizers stressed that 
raising a collective voice is the first and 
most immediate step. The international 
community, governments, and human-
rights institutions were called upon to 
confront the root cause—violent religious 
ideology—and act decisively before fur-
ther lives are lost.

The demonstration concluded with 
a renewed commitment to continued 
awareness campaigns, policy advocacy, 
and peaceful mobilization until justice 
and safety are secured for all persecuted 
communities.

FIA–Chicago 1980 And National India Hub Lead Protest Against
 Targeted Killings Of Hindus In Bangladesh

By Bhailal M. Patel
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Chicago comunity joins nationwide protest condemning targeted killings of Hindus and vilence against 
Hindus in Bangladesh.

FIA Chairman Mr. Sunil Shah, President Mrs. Richa Chand alongside the FIA team at FMSC 
facility.
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T
he Federation of Indian Associa-
tions hosted a gala celebrating 
India’s 77th Republic Day on 
Jan. 25 at the Matrix Club in 
the Chicago suburbs, drawing 

elected officials, community leaders 
and members of the Indian American 
community.

The event marked one of the orga-
nization’s largest Republic Day cel-
ebrations in recent years and featured 
cultural performances, remarks from 
public officials and the presentation of 
student scholarships.

FIA Founder President and Chairman 
Sunil Shah addressed attendees, noting 
the organization’s continued growth and 
recent adoption of a dual-presidency 
leadership structure. FIA is currently led 
by Presidents Altaf Bukhari and Richa 
Chand.

Bukhari thanked guests and dignitar-
ies for their participation and acknowl-
edged volunteers and board members 
for their work in organizing the event. 

Chand spoke about the significance 
of Republic Day and emphasized civic 
engagement and community service, 
particularly among younger genera-
tions.

Among the dignitaries in attendance 
were Somnath Ghosh from the Consul-
ate General of India in Chicago, U.S. 
Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi, Illinois State 
Rep. Stephanie Kifowit, Cook County 
Commissioner Kevin Morrison, Scha-
umburg Mayor Tom Dailly and Hanover 
Park Mayor Rodney Craig. Several FIA 
board members who are candidates for 

public office were also present.
Actor and singer Padmini Kolhapure 

was a special guest at the event.
The program included performances 

of the Indian and American national 
anthems, vocal and dance presenta-
tions by local artists and cultural groups, 
and patriotic-themed performances by 
Shirlzar Dance Academy and Classical 
Odyssey.

As part of its educational initia-
tives, FIA announced and distributed 
scholarship awards to students in the 
United States and India. U.S. recipients 
included Ashritha Kukunooru, Pari Jain, 
Sandeep Pant, Aarush Parikh and Anika 
Menta. A scholarship was also awarded 
to Khushi Makwana of India.

During the evening, Dr. Vijay Prabha-
kar, chairman of Global Eye Magazine, 
recognized Shah for his leadership and 
presented Anu Malhotra, FIA’s immedi-
ate past president, with the Global Eye 
Ratna Samman Award for her service 
during 2025.

The event was supported by FIA 
board members, advisory council 

members and volunteers, with multiple 

committees overseeing programming, 
logistics, media, stage management and 
registration. Numerous local businesses 
and organizations served as sponsors 
and media partners.

The formal program concluded 
with a vote of thanks delivered by FIA 
secretaries Kamlesh Kapoor and Anshul 
Bindal. The evening ended with music 
and community networking.

FIA is an umbrella organization rep-
resenting Indian American associations 
across the Midwest and regularly hosts 
cultural, civic and educational programs 
throughout the year.

FIA Marks India’s 77th Republic Day With Gala In 
Suburban Chicago

By a Staff Writer

FIA-Scholarship 2026 Winners Receiving Award from the-Legendary Bollywood Actress Singer Padmini 
Kolhapure

The Legendary Bollywood Actress Singer Receiving Award-from-Chairman-Sunil-Shah-President-Altaf-Bukhari-
President-Richa-Chand-Past-Presidents-Rita-Singh-Vinita-Gulabani-Pratibha-Jairath The-Glorious-TEAM-FIA-2026-Ready-to-win-all-challenges-together

Left to Right President 2026 Richa Chand, FIA Chairman Sunil Shah, Pesident 2026 Altaf Bukhari. 
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Dalai Lama’s Grammy Win Overwhelms Tibetans Worldwide

T
ibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama has been 
awarded a Grammy Award for his audiobook 
‘Meditations: The Reflections of His Holiness The 
Dalai Lama’ at the prestigious ceremony held on 
Monday February 1, 2026.

The Dalai Lama won the award in the audiobook 
category, where he was nominated alongside Elvis, Rocky 
& Me: The Carol Connors Story by Kathy Garver, Into the 
Uncut Grass by Trevor Noah, Lovely One: A Memoir by 
Ketanji Brown Jackson, and You Know It’s True: The Real 
Story of Milli Vanilli by Fab Morvan.

Reacting to the achievement, Tenzin Topdhen, director 
of the Tibet Museum, expressed happiness over the hon-
our, calling it a moment of joy for Tibetans and peace-
loving people across the world.

“We are overwhelmed and of course Losar is coming 
near and it’s a good news for Tibetans and peace lov-
ing countries around the world because what we see 
from China over the time they do lot of transnational 
aggression not only in PRC but across Asia and now we 
see it across America as well and the message from His 
holiness is love, peace and compassion so it’s like we put 
forward transnational compassion…,” Topdhen told ANI.

Tenzin Lekdhen, spokesperson of Students for Free Ti-
bet, said the award has brought immense joy to Tibetans 
both inside and outside Tibet.

“When he was nominated for the Grammy awards, Ti-
betans not just in-exile but also in Tibet and our support-
ers in the whole world really celebrated that moment and 
today when we got this news that his holiness was really 
awarded the Grammy we are joyous beyond expecta-
tions,” Lekdhen said.

He added that the award carries special significance 
for Tibetans living under difficult conditions. “The main 
reaction, I think it’s from the Tibetans inside Tibet, they 
have been facing huge hardships under the Chinese oc-
cupation and getting this good news of Grammy award, I 
think it’s a momentous and joyous moment for Tibetans 
inside Tibet… it’s also a strong message for China as it 

has been putting efforts in damaging Dalai Lama’s image 
not just in Tibet but in the whole world so this prestigious 
award clearly sends a message to China…,” he said.

The album was nominated in the category of Best 
Audio Book, Narration, and Storytelling Recording, for 
the 68th Annual Grammy Awards, held on Monday (Local 

Time). The event took place at Los Angeles.The Dalai 
Lama collaborated with sarod maestro Amjad Ali Khan 
and his sons Amaan Ali Bangash and Ayaan Ali Bangash 
on this album, which is a combination of spoken words 
and music to celebrate the values of peace, compassion 
and hope.

In response to the award the Dalai Lama’s office posted 
a message from the Spiritual leader saying, “I receive this 
recognition with gratitude and humility. I don’t see it as 
something personal, but as a recognition of our shared 
universal responsibility. I truly believe that peace, com-
passion, care for our environment, and an understanding 
of the oneness of humanity are essential for the collective 
well-being of all eight billion human beings. I’m grateful 
that this Grammy recognition can help spread these mes-
sages more widely.”

-ANI
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The Dalai Lama.

T
he makers of the reality show ‘Lock Upp’ 
on Tuesday announced a new season of 
the show at the Netflix India slate event in 
Mumbai.

Following the success of the first season hosted 
by actor and politician Kangana Ranaut, Ekta Ka-
poor’s reality show is now set for a new season, this 
time on Netflix.

“A captive reality format that’s made in India, and 
streamed by the world! India’s most newsworthy 
personalities are locked away in a new-age prison, 
all because they have been condemned in the court 
of public opinion. Will they own their story and 
fight for their redemption? Or will they be cancelled 
forever?” read the logline of the new season, as 
quoted in a press note by Netflix.

The first season was streamed on Amazon MX 
Player.

The new season has found its streaming destina-
tion with Netflix. The streaming giant shared the 
official poster of the show on its Instagram handle 
today. While sharing the poster, they wrote, “Get 
ready to lock in, Netflix is getting a reality check. 
Watch Lock Upp, coming soon, only on Netflix!”

https://www.instagram.com/p/DUTGKzEEnH3/
The makers of Lock Upp said in a statement, “Ba-

laji Telefilms’ Lock Upp is a bold, distinctive reality 
format designed to provoke and entertain while 

fully embracing the thrill of the unexpected. Fueled 
by public opinion, spectacle, and the unfiltered 
unpredictability of headline-making personalities, 
the show delivers high-energy entertainment with 
undeniable heat. Our creative collaboration with 
Netflix marks an exciting milestone as we launch 
our first reality series together,” as quoted by Netflix 
press note.

The host of the new season has yet to be an-
nounced.

The stand-up comedian Munawar Faruqui was 
crowned the winner of the first season of ‘Lock 
Upp’. Munawar lifted the winner’s trophy, beating 
contestant Payal Rohatgi in the final race. He was 
declared the winner after receiving more than 18 
lakh votes.

Apart from the trophy, Munawar also won Rs 20 
lakh, a car and an all-expenses-paid trip to Italy. 
The show pitted 20 contestants against each other 
in a jail-like setting.

Celebrities like Poonam Pandey, Kaaranvir 
Bohra, Ali Merchant, Zeeshan Khan, Mandana 
Karimi, Nisha Rawal, Sara Khan, Vinit Kakar, Babita 
Phogat, Swami Chakrapani, Tehseen Poonawalla, 
Siddhartha Sharma, Prince Narula, and Chetan 
Hansraj were also a part of the controversial show.

-ANI

Lock Upp New Season To Be Out 
On Netfl ix
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18 February 6, 2026 TRAVEL



www.desitalkchicago.com – that’s all you need to know

19SPORTS February 6, 2026

P
akistan will boycott their February 15 match of 
the Twenty20 World Cup against arch-rivals India 
in Colombo, the Pakistan government said on 
Sunday while approving the team’s participation 

in the global showpiece.
“The government… grants approval to the Pakistan 

cricket team to participate in the ICC World T20 2026, 
however, the Pakistan Cricket Team shall not take the 
field in the match scheduled on 15th February 2026 
against India,” the post on the government’s official X 
account said without elaborating on reasons behind the 
decision.

Pakistan, who are scheduled to play all their matches 
in Sri Lanka, would forfeit two points if they boycotted 
the India match. There was no clarity on what would 
happen should the neighbours meet in a knockout game.

Bilateral cricket remains suspended between the 
nuclear-armed neighbours, who engaged in a military 
conflict that nearly snowballed into a fully-fledged war 
last year.

Their fraught political relations prompted the gov-
erning International Cricket Council (ICC) to broker an 
arrangement allowing them to play at a neutral venue 
when their neighbour hosts a global tournament.

The 2009 champions had earlier announced their 
squad for the 20-team tournament beginning on Febru-
ary 7, maintaining that their participation was subject to 
government approval.

Their decision to boycott the India match is a serious 
blow to the tournament because an India-Pakistan clash 
remains cricket’s greatest blockbuster, which is why they 
are clubbed together in the same group in ICC events.

The ICC said it was awaiting an official communica-
tion from the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) conveying 
their “position of selective participation”.

“While the ICC respects the roles of governments in 
matters of national policy, this decision is not in the inter-
est of the global game or the welfare of fans worldwide, 
including millions in Pakistan,” the Dubai-based body 
said in a statement.

“The ICC hopes that the PCB will consider the signifi-
cant and long-term implications for cricket in its own 
country as this is likely to impact the global cricket eco-
system, which it is itself a member and beneficiary of.”

ASIA CUP PRECEDENT
The governing body said a successful tournament was 

its priority, while sounding an optimistic note.
“The ICC’s priority remains the successful delivery of 

the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup which should also be the re-
sponsibility of all its members including the PCB,” it said.

“It expects the PCB to explore a mutually acceptable 

resolution, which protects the interests of all stakehold-
ers.”

This is not the first example of geopolitical tension af-
fecting the tournament.

Bangladesh have been replaced by Scotland in the 
global showpiece following their refusal to travel to India 
over safety concerns.

The latest setback is a continuation of the soured 
India-Pakistan relations which manifested in last year’s 
Asia Cup in Dubai.

India beat Pakistan three times in the tournament, in-
cluding in the September 28 final, but declined to shake 
hands with their opponents and refused to accept the 
trophy from Asian Cricket Council chief Mohsin Naqvi, 
who is also Pakistan’s interior minister.

Namibia, United States and the Netherlands are also in 
Group A from which two sides will advance to the tourna-
ment’s Super Eight stage.

“I extend my best wishes to the Pakistan team for the 
World Cup,” Naqvi, also the PCB chairman, was quoted as 
saying by Geo TV.

“I hope the team will return with the T20 World Cup 
trophy.”

The PCB supported Bangladesh’s demands to shift 
their matches to Sri Lanka. The ICC ruled out any threat 
to Bangladesh players or fans in India and rejected their 
late demand for a schedule change.

-Reuters

Pakistan To Boycott T20 World Cup Group Match Against India
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 Cricket – ICC Men’s Champions Trophy – Group A – India v Pakistan – Dubai International Stadium, Dubai, United Arab Emirates – 
February 23, 2025 India and Pakistan fans react in the stands 

Cricket-Pakistan Sweep T20 Series V Australia To Get 
World Cup Boost

P
akistan steamrollered Australia by 111 
runs in the final Twenty20 International 
to complete a 3-0 series sweep on Sun-
day, signalling their preparedness for the 
upcoming Twenty20 World Cup.

Opener Saim Ayub smashed 56 off 37 balls 
while Babar Azam chipped in with an unbeaten 
50 to power Pakistan to a strong 207-6 at the 
Gaddafi Stadium.

Shadab Khan, who hit five sixes, provided the 
late flourish with 46 off 19 balls.

Australia, who rested several members of 
their World Cup squad from the tour, folded 
for 96 in 16.5 overs to succumb to their biggest 
defeat in T20 Internationals.

Australia spinner Adam Zampa, who sus-

tained a groin injury, did not bat.
Faced with a steep chase, Australia wobbled 

early in their pursuit.
Pakistan speedster Shaheen Afridi bowled 

rival captain Mitchell Marsh in the first over and 
dismissed Matt Renshaw in the third to leave 
Australia reeling at 16-3 inside three overs.

Marcus Stoinis (23) and Cameron Green (22) 
tried to put Australia’s chase back on track before 
left-arm spinner Mohammad Nawaz (5-18) 
intervened.

Nawaz removed both the set batters and ran 
through Australia’s middle and lower order to set 
up Pakistan’s massive victory.

-Reuters
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HOUSEHOLD HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

MANHATTAN, NY

Childcare Opportunity
 in Manhattan, New York 

City. Please text message 
this number if interested 

774-345-3434

APARTMENT FOR RENT

QUEENS, NY
Two bedroom apartment for rent on 
Junction Boulevard, near everything 

and Queens Center Mall.
 Call (718) 699-0839

01/16-02/06-JG

NEW JERSEY 
LIVE-IN Female Housekeeper, US 
Based, reference, strong, English 

speaking in Marlboro, New Jersey to 
help  37 year old female  with muscle 

weakness to shower, bathroom, getting 
up  from bed, light cooking. 

Call (732) 977 8488. 
02/06-02/27-SL

RENT / LEASE

Beautiful space on busy Oak Tree Road in Edison NJ. 

Beautiful space on busy Oak Tree Road 
in Edison NJ.

This 2 story space offers about 1700 sqft
 downstairs and about 800 upstairs, totaling to 

about 2500 sqft.  The space has a private 
entrance, offers ample parking, and a nice 

backyard too. The other side of the building 
is used as a doctor’s offi ce. Excellent visibility, 
great for many professional uses like doctor, 
CPA, lawyer. Rent is $6000/mo plus utilities. 

Interested in seeing the space? 
Call Sanjeev Aneja,, Broker, 

On Track Realty, 732-494-2211

VIRGINIA
Need Cashier for gas station at

 Leesburg,  Virginia.
 Good pay with free accommodation. 

Work permit required. 
Call : 703-999-7748 / 

email: gasmartinc@aol.com
01/16-02/06-SL

Sr. Technical Bus Analyst --
MS/equiv & 1 yr exp incl. SQL, Python, SAS, R, AWS Redshift, AWS S3, 
Jupytr Notbook, MicroStrategy, NumPy, Pandas, Airfl ow, S3, Tableau, & 

ServicNow. $127,234.  Medical, Dental, Vision.  Travel/reloc req’d
 Send résumé to Digtinctive, Inc., 525 Washington Blvd.,

 Suite 86, Jersey City, NJ 07310
02/06-SL

HEALTH

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Attention: 
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!

 A cheaper alternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 

100% guaranteed.
 CALL NOW: 1-833-641-6397

NY SCAN

Safe Step. 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and service. Now 

featuring our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-855-916-5473

NY SCAN

ATTORNEY

AUTO DONATIONS AUTOS WANTED

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  
Don’t Accept the insurance company’s 

fi rst offer. Many injured parties are 
entitled to major cash settlements. Get 
a free evaluation to see what your case 
is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. 

Call Now: 1-833-323-0318. 
Be ready with your zip code to connect 

with the closest provider.
NY SCAN

Get a break on your taxes! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and 

secure a generous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 

1-855-484-3467 today!
NY SCAN

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your 
old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to 
Peddle. Easy three step process. In-

stant offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. 
Call 1-855-403-3374

NY SCAN

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

Do you know what’s in your water? 
Leaf Home Water Solutions offers 
FREE water testing and whole home 
water treatment systems that can be 
installed in as little one day.  15% off 

your entire purchase. Plus 10% senior 
& military discounts. Restrictions apply. 

Schedule your FREE test today.
 Call 1-866-247-5728

NY SCAN

Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year war-

ranty with qualifying purchase.
 Call 1-877-516-1160 today to 

schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

NY SCAN

Prepare for power outages with
 Briggs & Stratton PowerProtect
(TM) standby generators - the most 
powerful home standby generators 

available. Industry-leading comprehen-
sive warranty - 7 years ($849 value.) 

Proudly made in the U.S.A. 
Call Briggs & Stratton

 1-888-605-1496
NY SCAN

AGING ROOF?
 NEW HOMEOWNER? 

STORM DAMAGE? 
You need a local expert provider that 

proudly stands behind their work. Fast, 
free estimate. Financing available.

 Call 1-833-880-7679
NY SCAN
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CENTER FOR ASTHMA & ALLERGY (New Jersey)

ASTHMA ALLERGY MEDICAL CARE (New York)

ALLERGY & ASTHMA ASSOCIATES OF MURRAY HILL (New York City)

Sreenivasrao Amara, M.D.
Rachel Bautista, M.D.

Herb Chin, P.A.
Grace DeLa Cruz P.A.

Paul Ehrlich, M.D.
Deborah V. Fishman, M.D.

Faina Gutin, M.D.

Shehnaz Halani, P.A.
Shameen Khan, M.D.
Majinder Kaur, M.D.

Shari Klig, M.D.
Lin Li, M.D.

Wei Wei Li, M.D.
Clement Maccia, M.D.

Fariha Malek, N.P. 
Brian Novick, M.D. 
Purvi Parikh, M.D.
Susan Panes, M.D.
Shivani Patel, P.A.
Vimala Patel, N.P. 
Hinal Patel, P.A. 

Steven Peltz, M.D.
Martin Pine, M.D.

Afreen Quraishi, P.A.
Karen Reaves, P.A.   

Aliona Rudys, M.D.
Radha Shah, N.P. 
Eun Sheen, M.D.

Fawzi Suliaman, M.D.
Michael Teitel, M.D.
Anant Warren, M.D. 

68 Nassau Road
Huntington, 
NY 11743
Tel:   631-423-5590
Fax:  631-423-9137

111 Smithtown Bypass
Suite 219
Hauppauge, NY 11788
Tel:  631-724-3355
Fax: 631-724-9751

2004 Grand Avenue
Baldwin, 
NY 11510
Tel:  516-223-7656
Tel:  516-223-7656

984 North Broadway
Suite 307
Yonkers, NY   10701
Tel: 914-476-8877
Fax: 914-476-4754

118-21 Queens Blvd
Suite 601,
Forest Hills, NY 11375
Tel:  718-544-2066
Fax: 718-544-6664

NEW YORK LOCATIONS - ASTHMA ALLERGY MEDICAL CARE (SUDHIR PARIKH, M.D., P.C.)

NEW JERSEY LOCATIONS - CENTER FOR ASTHMA & ALLERGY - WWW.CENTERFORASTHMAALLERGY.COM (SUDHIR PARIKH, M.D., P.A.) 

NEW YORK CITY - ALLERGY & ASTHMA ASSOCIATES OF MURRAY HILL

161 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10016  
Tel:  212-685-4225, Fax:  212-696-5682

WWW.ALLERGYASTHMANYC.COM

SUDHIR M. PARIKH, M.D., FACAAI
Founder and Chairman 

Diplomate of American Board of Allergy and Immunology,
Clinical Associate Professor-RWJ Med School

18 North Third Ave.
Highland Park, NJ 08904 

Tel 732-545-0094
Fax: 732-545-4087

617-79th Street
No. Bergen, NJ 07047

Tel:  201-854-8119
Fax: 201-854-4875

1818 Oak Tree Rd.
Edison, NJ 08816
Tel:  732-205-0343
Fax: 732-205-0348

25 Kensington Ave, 
Jersey City, NJ 07304
Tel: (201) 434-4932

2566 Nottingham Way 
Trenton, NJ 08619 
Tel:  609-587-3041
Fax: 609-587-9347 

222 Schanck Rd. # 203  
Freehold, NJ 07728
Tel: 732-431-8266
Fax: 732-294-9794

926 North Wood Ave
Linden, NJ  07036
Tel: 908-925-3318
Fax: 908-95-86462

D3 Brier Hall Ct.
East Brunswick, NJ  08816

Tel: 732-257-4008
Fax: 732-257-1958

300 Hudson Street
Hoboken, NJ 07030
Tel: 201-792-5900
Fax: 201-792-5320

1018 Broad Street
Bloomfield, NJ 0703
Tel: 973-893-0093
Fax: 973-893-0090

90 Millburn Ave, 
Ste 200, Millburn NJ 07041

Tel: 973-763-5787
Fax: 973-763-8568

546 Westfield Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: 908-232-1565
Fax: 908-232-9301

200 Perrine Rd.  Suite 207 
Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Tel: 732-727-2530
Fax: 732-441-0490

65 Mountain Blvd. Ext. 107
Warren, NJ 07059
Tel: 732-627-0900
Fax: 732-560-7388

TOLL FREE  1-800-535-5227

PURVI PARIKH, M.D., FACP
Vice Chairman

Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine and Pediatrics 
NYU School of Medicine. 
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MOTEL

NEWARK, DELAWARE 
Need experienced General Manager, 

Asst. General Manager and Front Desk 
Clerks for Franchise Hotel / Motel in 

Newark, DE. Accommodation provided. 
Legal status must. 

Call / text (732) 423-1725 / 
email resume: 

joinmyhotel@gmail.com
01/16-02/13-SL

NORTH & SOUTH CAROLINA
NEED SINGLE or  COUPLE 

or General Manager & Front Desk 
Clerk positions. Residence /
 Accommodation available. 
Call PATEL-828-446-3080

02/06-03/06-SL

NORTH CAROLINA 
Immediately need Night Desk Clerk for 
an Independent motel in Durham, NC. 
Must understand and speak English. 

Good pay and Accommodation provided. 
Contact: 609-317-3177

02/06-02/27-SL

Need Motel Manager, Full Service Holi-
day Inn Manager IHG certifi ed, Banquet 

Manager and Holiday Inn Express 
Manager. Also need Housekeeping 

Staff. Good salary, free accommodation. 
Email resume: peter@pdkhotels.com 

/ (503) 888 6455
02/06-03/06-SL

Myrtle Beach, SC
Experienced General Manager is 

required  immediately.
Best Western software experience and 
any BW sales and revenue certs are 
preferredLegal working papers must.

Accommodation provided. 
Attractive salary

Call: 571-265-3289
Email: r1groupllc99@gmail.com

02/06-02/27-SH

NJ / PA / OH / FL
Franchise Hotel in NJ / PA / OH / FL 

need Manager, Single Couple for 
housekeeping, FD & Maintenance. 

Accommodation provided to the right 
candidate. 

Call 732-619-1850 / 786-878-0786 / 
732-507-8455. 

E-mail: usa_today@yahoo.com
01/16-02/06-SL

PHILADELPHIA  AND NEW JERSEY
Need Legal Front desk and 

Housekeeping Couple. 
Accommodation provided. 
Min. 2 years experience. 

732-447-7281
01/30-02/27-JG

OHIO
Need Single / Couple for Front Desk, 
Night Auditor, Housekeeping for Motel 

near Columbus OH - 43025. 
Experienced preferred but ready to train. 

Legal status must.  
Call Sunny (740) 404 7478

01/30-02/27-JG

MARYLAND
Need a reliable Front Desk Associate

 for our hotel team near Baltimore, MD. 
Must be available to work all shifts. 

Accommodation provided. 
Call 410-905-2656 OR 857-293-1947.

01/16-02/06-SL

SCRANTON, PA
Franchise Motel  in Scranton,

 Pennsylvania  immediately need
 couple or single for Housekeeping and 

front desk. Good salary with 
accommodation provided. 

Call 571-268-7937 or 347-244-0589 
01/16-02/13-SD

WISCONSIN 
Housekeeping couple for a franchise 

property in Waukesha, Wisconsin
 (Near Chicago).  Accommodation 

provided and legal must. 
 If interested, please call

 Nick Patel at 443-760-5064.
01/23-02/13-Sl

TEXAS 
Need AGM/ Front Desk/Night Auditors 
for 43 Rooms independent/ Franchise 
properties,in beautiful hill country, near 

San Antonio, Texas. Legal must, 
Good salary with Free Accommodation. 

Call 210-363-7387/ 
jobapp0123@gmail.com

01/23-02/13-Sl

ILLINOIS & IOWA
Need Single/Couple for Housekeeping 

and Frontdesk help for Franchise
 hotels in Illinois and Iowa. 

Accommodation Provided. Legal must. 
Call (973) 722-6238 

(973) 220-7021
01/09-02/06-JG

FLORIDA
Urgent Help Needed

Franchise Multiple Motels in Florida 
needs experienced  live-in manager-
Housekeepers couple, Night auditor, 

Accountant and front desk person 
and Wyndham,Choice and Hilton 

experienced GMS. Must be franchised 
experience.  LOOKING FOR FULL TIME 

DRIVER HELP. 
 Call or Text: B.P 386-566-8761or 

email:bps1018@gmail.com
01/16-02/06-SD

MOTEL HELP WANTEDMOTEL HELP WANTEDMOTEL HELP WANTED

PHILADELPHIA & NEW JERSEY :
Need Single / Couple Front Desk & 
Housekeeping help for Franchise 
Motels in the Philadelphia area, 

Pittsburgh - PA and Cherry Hill - NJ. 
Free accommodation provided. 

Call Ghanshyam Patel
(610) 279 0150.

 09/26/2026 - 09/18/2026-SL

NEW JERSEY
Franchise Hotel in NJ is looking for 
Single/Couple for: Housekeeping, 

Front Desk, Maintenance. Good salary 
and accommodation will be provided. 

Also looking for Hotel Sales Associate. 
(Experience and good communication 

skills required) 
Call: Nick 201-637-5062 

(Contact between 9 AM to 7 PM.)
• Vivian (757) 620-9207 •

 Hina (201) 936-8762
08/02-TFN-SD

NEW YORK / NEW JERSEY 
FRANCHISE HOTEL NEED Couple 

for Housekeeping and Single for Front 
Desk Help (English must). Good pay 

with free accommodation. Legal must. 
Call Nishith: 5163739274 /

Nick (201) 637 5062
04/18/25 - 04/17/26 -SL

VIRGINIA- MARYLAND & NORTH 
CAROLINA

Hotels are looking for skilled   
Front Desk, Housekeeping & 

Laundry attendants.  
 If you are experienced & 

ready to contribute, 
Pls call/text: 540-324-8786

11/15/24 - 12/19/25 -SH

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
Franchise Hotels seek Front Desk 

help. 7 days per week, 8 hours shift 
$950/week. Legal must.

Free accommodation provided.
Call / text (410) 231-3621

05/23/25- 05/15/26 - SL

MISCELLANEOUS

Consumer Cellular - 
the same reliable, nationwide coverage 

as the largest carriers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden fees and activation 
is free. All plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/month.

 For more information, call
 1-844-919-1682

NY SCAN
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Hindu parents seek suitable alliance for 
their U.S. born successful physician–

entrepreneur son, 34 years, 6’0”, never 
married, handsome, excellent character 

with no student loans, professionally 
well established, well settled in Los 
Angeles owning spacious home in 
an upscale neighborhood. Seeking 
U.S.-born female, never-married, 

professionally educated with strong 
family values with no vices, wishing to 

settle in Los Angeles and build a future. 
Caste no bar. Kindly email biodata 
with a recent candid photograph : 
LosAngelesShah@gmail.com.

01/16-SLGujarati Patel family invites matrimonial 
correspondence for their US born 

handsome son, 39, 5’8”, previously 
married, no kids, business degree, hotel 
business in Chicago. Seeking suitable 

match from Gujarati family with no 
children.

Send biodata & recent pics to: 
arpitpatel1635@gmail.com

01/02-01/23-MS

Gujarati Hindu parents looking for 
a suitable match for US born 42-yrs 
daughter, MBA, well established in

 her profession, never married, 
vegetarian, beautiful, energetic and 
far younger looking. Please send 

biodata with recent photos to: 
rasprit24@gmail.com

02/06-SL

MALE

BUSINESS/SERVICES DIRECTORYMATRIMONIAL

Hindu, 55 yr old, non-smoker/
 non-drinker, established in fi nance 

and entertainment. Looking for 45-50 
yrs old from good family. 

929 666 1363
12/16-01/16/26-JG

FEMALE

MALE

TEJAS S. KAPADIA, ESQ.

Waldwick, NJ 07463
201-632-1529

tejas@kapadialaw.com

Real Estate, Business, 
Wills (Estate Planning), 
Immigration & General 

Law, Practicing in 
New York & New Jersey.
 Enrolled Agent with IRS.
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HEMISH S. KAPADIA, CPA, EA, MBA, MS
SUSHIL T. KAPADIA, CPA, EA, ACA

Enrolled Agent with IRS, Certifi ed 
Public Accountant, Chartered

Accountant, Former Tax Auditor &
Assistant to Income Tax Commissioner - NYC. 

44+ years in practice.
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Calderone School of Music
ESTABLISHED 1975 NJ Registered Professional Provider

Private Lessons on All Instruments 
and Virtual Lessons.

East Hanover (973) 428-0405  
Springfield (973) 467-4688 

www.calderoneschoolofmusic.com
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DEGREE  EVALUATION

MUSIC

ACCOUNTANTS/CPAACCOUNTANTS/CPA

ACCOUNTANTS/CPA

ACCOUNTANTS/CPA

IMMIGRATION HELP &
FOREIGN DEGREE

EVALUATION
For foreign degree evaluation, 

immigration help, college 
admission, language

 translation/interpretation
Please call us 

718-445-2790 
or visit

www.degreeevaluationcom
www.translationmaster.org
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ANJAY ACCOUNTAX SERVICE NJ LLC

Harish Hathiwala,CCPA
Specializing in 

Individual • Business • Corporation
New Business Set Up Service

Jersey City: (201) 656-2000
NY City: (212) 714-1988

Central Jersey: (908) 837-9030
Orlando: (407) 403-6582

Accounting , Auditing , Income Tax

Small Business and Non-profit Org.

epaper.desitalk.com
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Tel: (201) 444-4648

TRAVEL SERVICES
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE SERVICESTRAVEL SERVICES

Wyoming Legacy Estate:
 14.5 horse-zoned acres bordering 

Bridger-Teton National Forest.
 South of Jackson Hole. 

 Custom lodge, 360° mountain views, 
hot tub, access to four-season 

outdoor recreation. 
https://2antelopetrailpinedalewy.com

NY SCAN

PEST CONTROL: 
 PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 

other pests. Locally owned and afford-
able. Call for service or an inspection 
today! 1-833-549-0598 Have zip code 

of property ready when calling!
NY SCAN

SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS!  
Up to 75% More than 500 
AIRLINES and 300,000 

HOTELS across the world.  
Let us do the research

 for you for FREE! 
 Call: 877 988 7277

NY SCAN
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