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R
ecent days have brought signs of something that 
might have been all but unimaginable just a few 
months ago: Could it be that President Donald 
Trump’s grip on the Republican Party is slipping?

One of the most startling indicators was the 
announcement Friday night (November 21, 2025) by Rep. 
Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia) that she is resigning 
her House seat rather than allowing herself to be treated 
by Trump like what she called “a battered wife hoping it 
all goes away and gets better.”

For years, one of the most stalwart and high-profile 
of Trump’s hard-right backers, Greene has more recently 
broken with him. That included on issues such as health 
care and the government shutdown, as well as pressing 
for the release of Justice Department files on convicted 
sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.

For her apostasies, Greene has become a target of the 
president, who has repeatedly attacked her on his social 
media platform, calling her “a traitor” and “a ranting Lu-
natic” who has gone “Far Left.” Early Saturday, he wrote 
on social media that her decision to quit Congress was 
based on “PLUMMETING Poll Numbers, and not want-
ing to face a Primary Challenger with a strong Trump 
Endorsement.”

But while Greene is leaving Washington, she made it 
clear that she does not plan to vanish from politics.

Near the conclusion of her four-page statement an-
nouncing her decision to step down from Congress was 
this warning, written in Trump’s own run-on and cre-
atively capitalized style: “When the common American 
people finally realize and understand that the Political 
Industrial Complex of both parties is ripping this coun-
try apart, that not one elected leader like me is able to 
stop Washington’s machine from gradually destroying 
our country, and instead the reality is that they, com-
mon Americans, The People, possess the real power over 
Washington, then I’ll be here by their side to rebuild it.”

All of this came days after what has thus far been the 
most dramatic collective act of rebellion by Trump’s foot 
soldiers on Capitol Hill: a near-unanimous vote by both 
chambers of the GOP-controlled Congress to force the 
Justice Department to make its files on Epstein public.

For weeks, the president had fiercely resisted the move, 
insisting the push to release the files was nothing more 
than a “Democrat hoax.”

Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) fell in line, 
adjourning the House during the government shutdown 
in part in an apparent effort to avoid having to schedule 
a vote. Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South 
Dakota) was noncommittal, waiting to see whether the 
House would force his hand.

Only four House Republicans, including Greene, had 
been willing to oppose Trump publicly on his resistance 

to bringing the matter to a vote. Meanwhile, the MAGA 
base, with a drumbeat from its online influencers, had 
been agitating for the release of whatever the government 
has on Epstein.

But once the requisite majority of House members had 
signed a petition that would force the vote, rank-and-
file Republicans faced a choice: Would they stand with 
Trump or the wishes of their constituents? Seeing the 
coming stampede, Trump abruptly changed course and 
said he would support releasing the files.

Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky) had joined Rep. Ro 
Khanna (D-California) to introduce the bill in July and 
then lead the signature-gathering exercise to force a vote. 
Massie said in an interview that his own party’s leader-
ship in the House has ceded too much to Trump.

“Basically, Mike Johnson has handed the keys to the 
House of Representatives to the president, and we took 
the keys back this week,” Massie said. “They weren’t driv-
ing very well, and we were able. We didn’t crash the car. 
We got it right to the destination.”

But he noted that the Epstein controversy presented 
a unique set of political circumstances, one in which 
Trump was at odds with not only the majority in the 
country but with his MAGA supporters.

Indeed, Trump as a candidate had elevated the unre-
solved questions surrounding Epstein as an exemplar of 
how the elites operate – only to find himself accused of 
doing the same thing.

The president was once a friend of Epstein, who 
pleaded guilty in 2008 to state charges of soliciting a mi-
nor for prostitution and served a 13-month jail sentence. 
But Trump said they had a falling out decades ago. Trump 
has insisted he knew nothing of the activities. Epstein was 
later arrested in July 2019 on charges of sexually traffick-
ing girls. The financier was found dead by suicide in his 
prison cell the following month.

“Will we be able to do it again? I don’t know,” Massie 
said. “It won’t ever come together like this, where you 
have an issue that’s so defensible, and it’s bipartisan, and 

it’s something the president campaigned on.”
Still, the stirrings of possible rebellion in Trump’s party 

have come against a backdrop of setbacks, including 
a Democratic sweep of this month’s elections; Trump’s 
slumping poll numbers, including on issues such as 
crime and immigration, where he and the Republicans 
have enjoyed an advantage; and a growing perception 
among voters that he has not delivered on his central 
campaign promise of lowering the cost of living.

For Republicans trying to hold onto their majorities in 
both houses of Congress, all of those things suggest the 
makings of a rout in next year’s midterm elections.

But Democrats in Congress say their GOP colleagues 
have not yet reached a true breaking point with Trump.

“It’s way premature to declare that Trump’s lock on 
Republicans in Congress has been broken, and I know 
I’ve seen that narrative beginning,” Sen. Chris Van Hollen 
(D-Maryland) said in an interview.

Polarization and gerrymandering have left few con-
gressional seats truly competitive between the parties. 
For the vast majority of Republican incumbents, survival 
“means winning a Republican primary, and Donald 
Trump’s endorsement still is make-or-break,” Van Hollen 
said.

What distinguishes some of the breakaway Republi-
cans, including both Massie and Greene, is that they have 
built their own identities and constituencies separate 
from Trump.

Early in her career, Greene embraced the fringe 
theories of the QAnon movement, which were built on 
baseless claims that Trump was secretly battling a cabal 
of “deep state” actors who sexually trafficked children 
and worshiped Satan. She also helped spread tropes that 
California wildfires had been started by Jewish-operated 
space lasers, that school shootings were staged and that 
9/11 was an inside job.

Greene has since disavowed those statements. And 
last weekend, she did something truly remarkable in 
the never-back-down, never-apologize ethos Trump has 
fostered in the GOP.

In an interview with CNN’s Dana Bash, Greene lament-
ed Trump was using words that “can radicalize people 
against me and put my life in danger.” Bash pointed out 
that Greene had never spoken out against that kind of 
rhetoric until it was turned on her.

“I think that’s fair criticism. And I would like to say 
humbly I’m sorry for taking part in the toxic politics. It’s 
very bad for our country,” Greene said. “I’ve been working 
on this a lot lately – to put down the knives in politics.”

If Greene is sincere in her conversion, that may turn 
out to be a lonely cause. Because, for the time being at 
least, the GOP is still Trump’s party.”

-The Washington Post

By Karen Tumulty

Is The Past Week A Turning Point For Trump’s Second Term?

President Donald Trump has lately stumbled in trying to keep his party 
leaders in line.

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia) had been one of the 
lawmakers leading the charge to force the Justice Department to 
release the files it had on convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.

Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky) says his party’s 
leadership in the House has ceded too much to Trump.

Congressman Ro Khanna, D-California, speaking at the press conference on 
Capitol Hill, surrounded by some of the Epstein abuse survivors, September 3, 2025.
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Scientists May Have Solved Why This Ancient, Advanced 
Indus Valley Civilization Vanished

A
t its peak, the ancient Indus 
River Valley civilization featured 
gridded streets, multistory brick 
homes, flush toilets and bus-
tling shops. Its people traded 

gold, precious stones and items such as 
bronze carts along the region’s water-
ways. Others carved detailed human 
figurines and molded clay toys. They 
grew wheat, barley and cotton, and 
crafted tools to bring water for crops from 
nearby rivers.

The valley, largely located in modern-day 
Pakistan and northwest India, hosted one 
of the most advanced societies at the time, 
along with Mesopotamia and ancient Egypt. 
And then – with little signs of fighting or pow-
er struggles – it mysteriously disappeared.

Today’s scientists have been trying to 
explain the puzzling downfall of Harappa, 
one of the valley’s largest cities, by looking 
at the environmental conditions. In a study 
published Thursday (November 27, 2025) 
in the journal Communications Earth & 
Environment, an international team used 
paleoclimate data and computer models to 
re-create the climate during the civilization’s 
existence between 3000 and 1000 B.C. They 
found four intense droughts reduced rainfall 
and dried up waterways and soils, which 
probably caused Harappan residents to relo-
cate frequently.

“The most surprising finding is that 
the Harappan decline was driven not by a 
single catastrophic event, but by repeated, 
long, and intensifying river droughts lasting 
centuries,” said Hiren Solanki, lead author at 
the Indian Institute of Technology at Gandhi-
nagar, India.

Of course, the droughts alone wouldn’t be 
the sole reason for the downfall, said co-
author Balaji Rajagopalan, who researches 
hydrology at the University of Colorado at 
Boulder. But he said if there is less food and a 
weak governance structure, for instance, then 
severe successive droughts can push a society “more 
and more toward decline and dispersement.”

Even so, the civilization lasted a very long time 
despite the persistent drought conditions – provid-
ing a lesson on adaptation relevant to communities 
facing difficult environmental conditions today, the 
researchers said.

“The Harappans switched crops, diversified their 
trade, and relocated settlements to make them more 
resilient to climate change,” Solanki said. “This 
underscores the importance of proactive planning, 
diversified water sources, and resilient agricultural 
systems in the warming world.”

Over about 2,000 years, Harappan settlements 
became more concentrated at sites closer to water 
– first around tributaries, and then further west in 
clusters near the Indus River.

To understand the broader context of these 
moves, the team simulated the climate conditions 
at the time. They combined the model results with 
environmental clues, including stalactites and stalag-
mites in two Indian caves and water level records of 
five Indian lakes.

They determined that between about 3000 and 2475 
B.C., vigorous monsoons brought a lot of rain across the 
region and created much wetter conditions than today. 

Rajagopalan said the robust monsoon activity can be 
explained by a cooler tropical Pacific Ocean at that time 
(La Niña-like conditions), which created conditions fa-
vorable to a wetter South Asia. Accordingly, settlements 
congregated around those rain-heavy areas.

But he said the tropical Pacific began 
to warm in subsequent centuries, creat-
ing drier conditions that decreased rain-
fall and increased temperatures. Drought 
ensued.

The team identified four droughts – 
each lasting more than 85 years – be-
tween about 2425 and 1400 B.C. The 
third drought, peaking around 1733 B.C., 
ranked as the most severe: It lasted about 
164 years, reduced annual rainfall by 13 
percent and affected nearly the entire 
region.

Overall, the team found the tempera-
ture increased by 0.5 degrees Celsius (0.9 

degrees Fahrenheit) and rainfall decreased 
between 10 and 20 percent.

The rainfall changes had profound 
effects on the ground, co-author Vimal 
Mishra, also at IIT Gandhinagar, and his 
colleagues said. Using hydrologic models, 
they showed lakes and shallow waterbodies 
called playas shrank, river flow decreased 
and soil dried up.

“That means you cannot move your 
boats and barges,” Rajagopalan said. “If 
you’re dependent on trade, suddenly you 
can only move your goods at only a certain 
time of the year. You might have to find 
deeper parts of the river.”

Agriculture also became tougher in cen-
tral regions away from waterways, Solanki 
said.

Those changes pushed people to move 
and consolidate, which then may have 
contributed to the shrinking or decline of 
the society.

The research is a “significant step ahead 
in studying hydroclimate’s role in the 
evolution of ancient civilizations,” said 
Liviu Giosan, a geoscientist at Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution who was not 
involved in the study.

Previous research, including his own, 
used limited data from caves or minerals 
to ascertain rainfall patterns, but the new 
study puts all the records together and 
shows the water cycle at a larger scale. The 

methodology could help illuminate patterns in other 
ancient cultures dependent on rain and rivers, such 
as Mesopotamia, Egypt and China.

“There are unexpected surprises, such as how 
droughts influenced settlement location choice in 
the Indus territory, which provides a framework test-
able in the field by archaeologists,” Giosan said.

“It is remarkable that they survived so long under 
repeated climate crises,” he added. “A lesson for us? 
Prolonged climatic stress weakens society and could 
lead to collapse if not prepared.”

It’s unclear if modern communities could face 
a fate similar to the vanished Indus civilization. 
Pakistan and India are experiencing temperature 
increases, as did their predecessors, but Rajagopalan 
said understanding the future variability of ocean 
temperatures in the tropical Pacific will have major 
implications on rainfall patterns.

“One of the big million-dollar questions is, under 
a warmer climate, what is the tropical Pacific going 
to do?” he said. “That’s where much of the cutting-
edge research is in climate.”

-The Washington Post 

By Kasha Patel
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Indus Valley civilization cylinder seal. 

Archaeological artifacts recovered from Khirsara, Indus Valley Civilization. Anil K. Pokharia, 
Rajesh Agnihotri , Shalini Sharma, Sunil Bajpai, Jitendra Nath, R. N. Kumaran, Bipin Chandra Negi.

Well at Indus Valley Civilization, Rupnagar, Punjab, India. 
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Trump Says Patel Doing Great Job, Denies Considering Ouster

P
resident Donald Trump denied 
a report that he was considering 
removing FBI Director Kash Patel 
amid a string of controversies.

“No, he’s doing a great job, I 
think,” Trump told reporters Tuesday 
aboard Air Force One.

MS NOW reported earlier Tuesday 
that Trump was considering replac-
ing Patel with FBI co-Deputy Director 
Andrew Bailey, as concerns swirled over 
the director’s social media posts during 
high-profile investigations and the use of 
a government jet to visit his girlfriend.

“This story is completely made up,” 
White House Press Secretary Karoline 
Leavitt responded on X.

Bailey, the former Missouri attorney 
general, has for months been seen as a 

possible replacement-in-waiting for both 
Patel and his other deputy, Dan Bongino, 
known more for their conservative politi-
cal commentary than law enforcement 
experience.

The FBI did not immediately respond 

to a request for comment on the report. A 
spokesperson for MS NOW said the orga-
nization stood by its reporting.

Trump also praised Patel in an in-
terview with Fox News Radio last week, 
saying he had “a lot of confidence” in the 

director.
Still, Patel’s conduct has come under 

intensified scrutiny in recent weeks. The 
New York Times reported the FBI dis-
patched a SWAT team to serve as a protec-
tive detail for Alexis Wilkins, his girlfriend 
and a country music singer. Patel has 
used government jets to visit Wilkins and 
for recreational travel, including a golf 
trip. The director defended the practice 
as standard in order to maintain access to 
secure communications equipment.

Legal experts have also pointed to 
instances where Patel posted informa-
tion about ongoing cases on social media, 
including during the search for the man 
accused of assassinating conservative 
activist Charlie Kirk and what the FBI 
described as a planned Halloween terror 
attack in Michigan.

-Bloomberg

By Kate Sullivan
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FBI Director Kash Patel.

Republican Sharanjit Singh Thind Announces Run For Congress 
From NY’s District 18

S
haranjit Singh Thind filed his candidacy in Sep-
tember 2025 for the US House of Representatives 
from New York’s District 18 in the Hudson Valley. 
A lifelong Republican and Sikh born in Punjab, 

India, he believes this Democrat-held seat is ready to flip. 
His campaign focuses on promoting business, making 
jobs AI-proof, defending family values, and prioritizing 
community safety. With extensive experience in both the 
private and public sectors, he sees himself as the best 
candidate to represent this district north of Manhattan.

In a wide-ranging conversation over coffee, Thind 
told me that he believes he has the blessing of the party’s 
establishment. Before filing his nomination papers in 
September, he met with New York Republican State 
Committee Chairman Ed Cox—son-in-law of President 
Nixon—to discuss the party’s support. At the time, Thind 
was told that there were no other Republican candidates 
in the fray and that the 18th Congressional District (CD-
18) would be a strong place for him to run. “But, even 
with the best intentions and backing of the party leader-
ship, primaries are unavoidable and even healthy,” said 
Thind.

Thind describes himself as fully familiar with CD-18 
and notes that he is in close contact with local party 
leadership, thanks to Chairman Cox. “I am getting a very 
enthusiastic response when I interact with constituents 
of all stripes and backgrounds,” he added.

While agreeing that the incumbent, Patrick Ryan, 
defeated Alison Esposito (R) by 14 points in 2024, Thind 
points to a changed environment that would help him 
emerge victorious on November 3, the election day in 
2026. “People were fed up seeing hotels and motels teem-
ing with illegal migrants housed in the Hudson Valley 
under President Biden and Mayor Adams. Under Presdi-
ent Trump, that threat to law and order has been cleared.”

The recent election of self-declared socialist and 
freebies-promising Zohran Mamdani as Mayor of New 
York City is worrying all, Thind claims. In sharp contrast 
are Trump’s America First, pro-business policies, which 
he supports as do most upstate New York voters. In the 
context, Thind talks passionately about what has made 

America the world’s largest economy and a magnet for 
the world’s best. The answer is: by putting business first. 
To do that, you have to know about business, which he 
does, having run media and real estate businesses.

APPEALING POLICY PLATFORM
The policy platform Thind is building is solely to serve 

his constituents he says. “The biggest challenge in the 
coming months and years,” Thind projects, “is that many, 
many jobs will evaporate under the AI heat. I am not 
against AI or automation, but I will make the AI behe-
moth companies accountable, to make them funnel back 
some of their profits to retrain the retrenched workers.” 
Similarly, banks should be held accountable for the finan-
cial scams happening under their nose that upend so 
many seniors’ lives.

Promoting tourism in the picturesque Hudson Valley 
is a no-brainer. “I will give tourism full attention to attract 
high-paying visitors and create jobs,” says Thind while 
pointing to a recent Netflix series, ‘Four Seasons’, which 
was shot there and stars Steve Carell and Tina Fey. With 
his business acumen and the region’s appeal, he is confi-
dent that more entertainment projects will follow.

Thind can boast a rich resume that highlights his mul-
tifarious career. Armed with an MBA and a journalism de-
gree, Thind arrived in America at the cusp of this century. 
Over the years, he worked for many reputed companies, 
founded his own ad agency in Manhattan, and has been 
Editor-Publisher of ‘The South Asian Insider’ for almost 
two decades. Recently, he became an author with “The 
Beginning – Mad Men of Nu Way Advertising,” highlight-
ing his experience at the helm of the once-thriving ad 
agency on Madison Avenue.

EXPERIENCE IN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
From 2012, he has worked with the government in one 

capacity or another. He served as a Commissioner on the 
Nassau County Human Rights Commission until 2018. 
He also worked with the Receiver of Taxes office in the 
Town of Hempstead, the largest township in America.

In electoral politics, Thind has gained valuable 
experience helping others run for office. “From local 
councilman, mayoral to state senate and assembly to 
DA to Congress races, I have been very closely involved, 
spending long hours strategizing policy. I have helped 
raise and also personally contributed to the campaigns 
of quite a few races,” he says. Twice, he has received the 
Congressional Excellence award. Running for Congress, 
Thind insists, he also draws on the perspective he gained 
as an editor on how government is run and what needs to 
be done to fix what is broken.

To kick-start his campaign, Thind will put his own 
money into it and seek support from small donors (the 
maximum individual contribution is $3,535). He clari-
fies that no government matching funds are available 
for Congressional races. Because CD18 is flippable and 
can help the GOP retain control of the House after 2026, 
Thind expects “America-loving, like-minded” individuals 
to help lift his campaign to victory.

Thind owns a property in the Catskills and is in the 
process of signing a lease for a house in Saugerties, in 
Ulster County. He lives with his wife and two sons on 
Long Island.

Thind’s appeal is straightforward: Elect a representa-
tive who will bring more jobs and protect those jobs from 
AI; bring more tourism to the Hudson Valley; expand 
healthcare benefits; protect family values; and pass laws 
to save senior citizens from scams.

By Parveen Chopra, Special to News India Times
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Sharanjit Singh Thind. 
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C
hicago, IL — In a comprehen-
sive and candid discussion, 
Illinois congressional candidate 
Neil Khot sat down for an ex-
clusive interview to talk about 

his background, priorities, and plans 
for the future of the 8th District. Khot, a 
first-generation American and self-made 
entrepreneur who built a business em-
ploying more than 200 people, is running 
as a Democrat with a pledge to restore 
the American Dream through pragmatic, 
results-oriented leadership.

Khot stressed that he is “not a career 
politician,” describing himself instead as a 
community-based leader shaped by hard 
work and lived experience. His campaign, 
he said, centers on expanding economic 
opportunity for a district that has endured 
the exits of major employers, including 
Motorola, Sears, and AT&T. 

Jobs as the Top Priority
When asked about his central focus, 

Khot did not hesitate:
“My number one priority is to bring 

back well-paying jobs.”
He emphasized his intention to attract 

new industries, spark innovation, and 
rebuild the region’s employment base 
through strategic partnerships and eco-
nomic revitalization.

Standing Out in a Crowded Primary
With eight Democrats currently vying 

for the nomination, Khot believes his story 
and experience set him apart. He arrived 

in America with just $300 and eventually 
built a thriving business—an achievement 
he credits to grit, opportunity, and the 
support of his community.

He cited several defining qualities:
• His perspective as a first-genera-

tion immigrant
•  A deep understanding of the value 

of opportunity
•  A commitment to protecting the 

American Dream
•  A record as a job creator
•  A determination to oppose politi-

cal extremism
All the candidates are good people,” 

Khot said, “ but I bring the real lived 
experience of the immigrant story and the 
business acumen needed to get results.”

Engaging a Diverse Electorate
Khot described a multi-pronged strate-

gy to reach voters across IL-08, combining 
digital outreach on Meta platforms and X 
with traditional door-to-door canvassing. 
If elected, he plans to host monthly virtual 
town halls to ensure transparency and 
regular communication.

Growing List of Endorsements
Khot has secured several high-profile 

endorsements, including:
•  Congressman Shri Thanedar 

(Michigan)
•  Mayor Tom Dailly (Schaumburg, 

IL)
•  Alderman David Moore (Chicago, 

IL)
•  Americans 4 Hindus
•  Actress Taylor Treadwell
He also noted that additional endorse-

ments from national and local leaders are 

currently in discussion.
Campaign Finance and Momentum
In the interview, Khot shared that 

his campaign has raised $750,000, with 
$480,000 cash on hand, positioning him 
as a leading contender in the race. His 
support among Hindu American voters 
continues to fuel grassroots momentum 
as he prepares for the final stretch into Q4 
2025.

An Experienced Team Behind the 
Campaign

Khot’s operation includes a ten-mem-
ber core staff and over 25 volunteers, 
guided by nationally recognized strate-
gists such as Bill Hyers, known for his 
work with Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
and Sen. Tammy Duckworth. The team 
leads the district in field organizing, digi-
tal strategy, and fundraising.

Policy Vision: Healthcare, Economy, 
Climate, and More

Healthcare:
Khot proposes major reforms centered 

on preventive care, expanded medical 
residency slots, and lowering prescription 
drug costs by allowing direct manufac-
turer purchases.

Economy & Job Creation:
He plans to leverage the district’s stra-

tegic advantages — including major high-
ways, rail access, and proximity to O’Hare 
International Airport — to attract national 
and international employers.

Climate & Energy:
His climate platform includes invest-

ments in resilient infrastructure, support 
for solar, wind, and nuclear energy, and an 
expansion of rooftop solar programs.

Voting Rights:
Khot supports both election integrity 

and accessible voting systems, including 
mail-in ballots, stating, “Voting is a right 
and a duty.”

Support for Seniors & Families:
He emphasized protecting Medicare 

and Social Security, expanding universal 
pre-K, and improving support structures 
for caregivers. He cited admiration for 
Commissioner Martin O’Malley’s work on 
senior issues.

Commitment to Transparency
If elected, Khot promises open-door 

district and DC offices, consistent com-
munication, and monthly virtual town 
halls. His primary benchmark, he said, 
will be simple: “The number of people we 
can help.”

A Personal Story That Fuels His Mission
Reflecting on his journey, Khot said:
“I came to America with $300 and a 

dream. I built a life, a family, and a busi-
ness here. But today, those opportunities 
are slipping out of reach for many young 
Americans. I want to restore that pathway 
to success.”

He described his greatest strength as 
his open-mindedness and eagerness 
to learn, while acknowledging that his 
passion sometimes causes him to hyper-
focus on certain issues. In his first 100 
days, he plans to prioritize bringing new 
companies and innovation hubs to the 
district.

-Advertorial

Congressional Candidate Neil Khot Outlines Vision 

for Revitalizing Illinois’ 8th District

By Bhailal M. Patel
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AAPI Holds Successful Inaugural Ayurveda & Wellness Retreat 
In Fairfi eld, Iowa

T
he American Association of Physi-
cians of Indian Origin (AAPI) held 
its first-ever Ayurveda & Wellness 
Retreat, hosted at The Raj Resort 
and Maharishi International Uni-

versity (MIU) in Fairfield, Iowa. The sold-
out event, held from November 12–16, 
2025, brought together physicians and 
their families for an immersive experience 
blending the ancient wisdom of Ayurveda 
with the rigor of modern medical science.

“It’s both remarkable and ironic that 
it took us this long to formally embrace 
Ayurveda, a tradition nurtured here at The 
Raj for over 30 years,” noted AAPI Presi-
dent Dr. Amit Chakrabarty. “We’re thrilled 
to finally bridge this gap and offer our 
members a handcrafted retreat designed 
to rejuvenate body, mind, and spirit.”

Limited to just 25 couples so as to offer 
personalized care, the retreat included 
Ayurvedic therapies like Abhyanga (herbal 
oil massage) and Shirodhara (warm oil 
therapy)—as well as daily yoga, medita-
tion, and Pranayama sessions. “It’s rare 
to find a program that so seamlessly 
integrates scientific rigor with ancient 
wisdom,” said Dr. Amit Shah, one of the 
retreat’s organizers.

Indian musicians and dancers per-
formed in the evening, and the  culinary 
experience featured Satvik cuisine pre-
pared by Indian chefs.

AAPI’s vision for the retreat was clear: to 
provide physicians with evidence-based 
knowledge of Ayurveda while fostering 
personal renewal. Attendees consulted 
with Ayurveda Vaidyas, explored Tran-
scendental Meditation (TM)—endorsed 

by the American Heart Association 
and American Medical Association for 
managing hypertension—and attended 
presentations on longevity, vitality, and 
daily wellness routines. “This retreat is 
about addressing the growing stress and 
burnout among medical professionals,” 
emphasized Dr. Chakrabarty. “We want 
our members to leave feeling truly revital-
ized.”

On November 15–16, MIU faculty led 
Continuing Medical Education (CME) 
sessions were held based on Ayurveda’s 
“consciousness-based” approach, the 

foundational principles of Vata, Pitta, and 
Kapha, dietary and lifestyle recommenda-
tions for disease prevention, and integra-
tive strategies for managing inflammation 
and chronic conditions. “These sessions 
are designed to equip physicians with 
practical tools to incorporate Ayurveda 
into their clinical practice, enhancing 
patient care through holistic modalities,” 
explained Dr. Arti Prasad, a key organizer.

A highlight of the retreat was the clas-
sical music performance by Dr. Aarti 
Pandya. Other cultural items included a 
Bharatnatyam  recital by Rebecca, a tran-

scendental meditation therapist raised in 
Fairfield.

AAPI said it secured an all-inclusive 
package for members at less than half the 
standard rate, making the elite experi-
ence accessible. “With 15 spots already 
booked before the official announce-
ment, it’s clear that interest in integrative 
health among medical professionals is 
surging,” commented Dr. Shah.

Beyond wellness treatments, par-
ticipants toured The Raj Panchakarma 
facility and MIU, a fully accredited 
institution offering consciousness-based 
education. The visit to the Golden Domes 
at MIU, where hundreds of TM practi-
tioners meditate together, was described 
as “a scientifically measurable positive 
influence on the environment,” by MIU 
faculty. Guests also enjoyed shopping at 
the Maharishi Ayurveda Products and 
Gift Store.

Founded 33 years ago and built ac-
cording to Vedic architecture (Vastu), 
The Raj pioneered the integration of 
Ayurvedic medicine in the U.S. Retreat 
organizers—including owners Candace 
and Rogers Badgett and MIU faculty are 
committed to hold the retreats.

“We will continue to uphold and 
promote this tradition in the years ahead, 
showcasing the timeless wisdom of India’s 
ancient medical heritage,” promised Dr. 
Chakrabarty, adding, “This is more than 
just a retreat; it’s a new era for holistic 
health initiatives in the U.S. We invite 
physicians and their families to join us on 
this ongoing journey toward integrated 
well-being.”

For more information or to reserve a 
spot at future events, visit www.aapiusa.
org..

 By a Staff Writer

GOPIO OC (Orange County) Chapter Re-Launched In 
Southern California

G
OPIO International, the Global 
Organization of People of Indian 
Origin (www.gopio.net), wel-
comed the re-launch of its new 

chapter GOPIO-OC (Orange County) 
California, to a house full of 55 guests, on 
Nov 16, 2025 at the India Gate Restaurant, 
Tustin, CA.

Hosted by its former president, now 
Chairman Amrit Bhandari, current presi-
dent Hark Vasa, and GOPIO Orange Coun-
ty Executive Committee, there was much 
pent-up excitement and celebration as in 
the opening of a new chapter. GOPIO OC, 
with its brand-new Executive Committee 
welcomed the guests in an initial meet 
and greet hour with tea and refreshments, 
prior to the formal information exchange 

session, followed by lunch and co
The key objectives of this gathering 

were to:
1. Raise awareness of whatGOPIOis, its 

mission, and goals
2. Introduce the newly invigorated 

Executive Team, and
3. Invite guests to become members to 

furtherGOPIO’s work
Attending as speakers were top three 

of GOPIO International Executive Team, 
namely: – – – Prakash Shah, President 
, along with his wife Rajul Shah. Kewal 
Kanda, Vice President and local com-
munity leader, and J Nami Kaur, Global 
Ambassador.

The event opened with a Welcome 
address by Amrit Bhandari, Chairman of 
GOPIO-OC, introducing the above digni-
taries and setting the tone of the meeting. P
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Lamp lighting ceremony of the GOPIO-Orange County re-launch.

 By a Staff Writer
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Some 25 couples of the American Association of Physicians of Indian Origin, AAPI, enjoyed an Ayurveda & 
Wellness Retreat at The Raj Resort in Fairfield, Iowa, November 12-16, 2025. 
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Rep. Krishnamoorthi Gets Another Major 
Endorsement In Run For Senator

C
ongressman Raja Krishnamoor-
thi, D-Illinois, secured yet 
another important endorsement 
in his run for the US Senate 
–  Former Lieutenant Governor 

of Illinois Sheila Simon who announced 
her her support for the Indian American 
candidate in a video released December 
1, 2025.

“Raja is the kind of leader who listens 
to and fights for every Illinois commu-
nity, not just the ones closest to Chi-
cago,” said Former Lt. Governor Simon. 
“Raja is ready to not just represent the 
state of Illinois, but to be the kind of 
national leader we need right now. He 
is primed to step into the traditions of 
some amazing U.S. Senators — Dick 
Durbin, Barack Obama, and my favor-
ite, my dad.”

Simon served as Illinois’s 46th Lieu-
tenant Governor from 2011 to 2015, 
where she led on key issues including 
education policy and securing fund-
ing for rape crisis centers. Her public 
service career includes four years as a 
Jackson County prosecutor, four years 
on the Carbondale City Council, and 
service on the Illinois Reform Commis-
sion. Today, she serves as Acting Associ-
ate Dean and Associate Professor of Law 
at the Southern Illinois Simmons School 
of Law. She is the daughter of former 
U.S. Senator Paul Simon, who repre-
sented Illinois from 1985 to 1997.

Krishnamoorthi praised Simon say-
ing she “has spent her career fighting for 
justice and standing up for communi-
ties too often pushed to the margins, 
and I am honored to have earned her 
endorsement in this race.”

Simon’s endorsement strengthens 
Krishnamoorthi’s candidacy.  A son 

of Peoria, Illinois, Krishnamoorthi is 
currently on a “listening tour” of his 
state and has the Quad Cities, Rockford, 
Petersburg, Bloomington, Springfield, 
East Alton, and more. At the tour’s 
Carbondale stop, former Lt. Governor 
Simon hosted Raja in her family’s home, 
bringing friends, students, and commu-
nity members together to meet directly 
with him.

Simon’s endorsement builds on the 
campaign’s downstate momentum driv-
en by a broad coalition of local leaders 
and a growing list of current and former 
elected officials, including Congress-
man Phil Hare (IL-17), State Representa-
tive Sharon Chung, as well as trusted 
local leaders, including Mason County 
Democratic Chair Jay Briney, Madison 
County Democratic Chair Andy Asador-
ian & Pope County Democratic Chair 
Sandra Cummings.
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Former Lt. Governor of Illinois Sheila Simon 
endorsing Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi for US Senate via 

a video message.

By a Staff Writer

World Book of Records, London Virtual Felicitation of 
Dr. Manu K. Vora

R
ecently, the World Book of 
Records, London, UK virtu-
ally felicitated Dr. Manu K. 
Vora with a ‘Certificate of 

Excellence’ for his extraordinary 
global contributions in the domains 
of Quality Management, Leadership 
Excellence, Professional Education, 
and Social Empowerment. Serving 
as the Founder and President of 
Blind Foundation for India, he and 
his team has raised over $7 million 
for the Free Chakshu Daan Proj-
ect benefiting Two Million adults 
and children in India with free 
eyesight checkups. Additionally, 
he was recognized for his pioneer-
ing contribution to the Free Gyan 
Daan Project delivering Soft Skills 
Program benefiting over 1.2 Million 
students, faculty, and professionals 
in India for over 12 years for bet-
ter employability, as well as being 
Member of the AICTE NEP 2020 
Implementation Plan Committee. 
His global contributions are shining 
examples of excellence, dedication, 
humility, and service.

This award was presented to Dr. 
Vora in a Virtual Felicitation Cer-
emony by Shri Shakti Tiwari, Secretary, 
World Book of Records, London, UK. Dr. 
Rajasekhar David, Assistant Professor, 

IIM Ranchi served as a Co-Host.
On this auspicious occasion, Dr. Mam-

ta Rani Agarwal, Additional Secretary, As-
sociation of Indian Universities, Ministry 

of Education, Government of India was 
the Chief Guest. Dr. Rakesh Kumar, IAS, 
Chief Advisor (Global Health), Wadhwani 
Institute for Artificial Intelligence, USA 

was the Guest of Honour.
There were nine Special Guests 

(Nav Ratnas) at the Ceremony 
including Dr. Vijay Batra, Ret. As-
sociate Director (R&D), P&G, USA; 
Prof. Anil Kumar Agrawal, Emeritus 
Professor, Gati Shakti Viswavidya-
laya, Vadodara; Dr. Sarika Shriv-
astava, Director, Ashoka Institute 
of Technology and Management, 
Varanasi; Mr. Jawahar Goradia, 
Owner, Goradia Services for NDT, 
Mumbai; Mr. Rajendu Baxi, Treasur-
er, Blind Foundation for India, USA; 
Dr. Nila Vora, Ret., Loyola University 
Medical Center, USA; Mr. Debashis 
Sarkar, Managing Partner, Prolifera-
tor Advisory and Consulting, Mum-
bai; Dr. Lakshmi Mohan, Pro-VC, 
ITM Skills University and Director, 
ITM Business School, Navi Mum-
bai; and Dr. Sridhar Ramamoorti, 
Associate Professor of Accounting, 
University of Dayton, USA.

Dr. Vora dedicated his WBR 
honor to his parents, all his teachers 
(from KG to PG), 15 Million blind 
people in India, and all the Faculty 
across India for empowering their 
students to become responsible 
citizens of India.

He thanked Blind Foundation for 
India Board Members and donors 

as well as members of his own family for 
their great support..

By Press Release
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Dr. Manu K. Vora. WBR Certificate of Excellence.



ARIES: This month keeps you fully im-
mersed in ongoing projects, 
driven by your strong resolve 
to see them through. A family 
matt er may require immediate 

att ention. Someone could motivate you to 
adopt a steady fi tness routine, improving 
both mood and stamina. A long-pending 
payment might fi nally reach you. Academ-
ically, clarity and guidance will boost your 
progress. On the romantic side, a careless 
act may lead to regret. Overall health re-
mains balanced.

TAURUS: Your emotions may run deeper 
than usual, as someone close 
turns to you for comfort. Prom-
ising opportunities open up for 
job seekers or those considering 

a career shift . Students preparing for com-
petitive exams will feel more confi dent 
in their abilities. Finances fl ow smoothly, 
allowing comfort in both spending and 
saving. Staying consistent with workouts 
or physical activity ensures great fi tness. 
However, romance might take a back seat 
due to your busy routine.

GEMINI: You’ve earned a breather, so 
take time to relax . An inherited 
property or asset may soon come 
your way. Fun trips or casual get-
aways with friends will lift  your 

spirits. A casual friendship could evolve 
into something romantic. A senior may 
seek your help in a personal matt er. Keep 
an eye on your budget to avoid overspend-
ing. Balanced meals and adequate rest will 
help you feel refreshed and healthy.

CANCER: Maintaining neutrality amid 
diff ering opinions will help pre-
serve harmony. Don’t let others’ 
criticism aff ect your confi dence 
— stay true to yourself. Academ-

ic progress looks promising, while profes-
sionals stand out for creativity and hard 
work. A business or offi  cial trip abroad 
could open valuable doors. Being mindful 
about expenses strengthens your fi nancial 
position further.

LEO: Memories of someone far away may 
stir emotions this month. Those 
seeking marriage proposals must 
remain patient and persistent. 
Be cautious — someone might 

att empt to undermine your reputation. At 
work, stay vigilant to avoid scrutiny. Re-
frain from taking fi nancial risks or carry-
ing excess cash. Maintaining moderation in 
lifestyle ensures steady health.

VIRGO: Romance blossoms beautifully 
this month, A much-awaited va-
cation or getaway may soon come 
to life. A lucrative property deal 
could align perfectly with your 

budget. Your sharp communication skills 
att ract exciting professional opportunities. 
Smart handling of fi nances strengthens 
savings steadily. Focusing on health and fi t-
ness sustains your enthusiasm, though it’s 
best to curb impulsive spending.

LIBRA: Patience and consistency will 
be your greatest strengths this 
month. Continued eff orts to-
ward long-term goals promise 
fulfi lling outcomes. Strong fi -

nances bring confi dence to explore new 
ventures. You might take up a sport or ex-
ercise routine to boost overall wellness. So-
cial gatherings and festive events will keep 
your spirits high and calendar buzzing.

SCORPIO: Your professional growth gains 
momentum as your hard work 
draws recognition. Business 
owners and freelancers can 
expect higher profi ts or fresh 

deals. Earlier investments begin to pay 
off , ensuring comfort and stability. Your 
renewed determination pushes you to get 
back into shape. Although work may pile 
up, you’ll handle it effi  ciently. However, 
social plans might take a backseat due to a 
hectic schedule.

SAGITTARIUS: Your professional image 
continues to shine, refl ecting 
your dedication and consistent 
results. Entrepreneurs aiming 
for expansion are likely to suc-

ceed. Increased earnings add to long-term 
fi nancial strength. A focus on healthier 
habits and disciplined routines enhances 
vitality. Spending quality time with fam-
ily restores emotional harmony. Academic 
pursuits thrive, bringing success within 
reach. Romance grows stronger and more 
meaningful.

CAPRICORN: Someone’s growing interest 
in you may catch your att ention, 
but proceed wisely. Professional 
matt ers demand close att ention 
to prevent oversights. A brief 

fi nancial strain could occur, yet your re-
sourcefulness ensures quick recovery. 
Your commitment to health yields visible 
improvement. Love misunderstandings, if 
any, are likely to fade. Property dealings 
progress smoothly under your guidance.

AQUARIUS: Your clever planning brings 
excellent outcomes, provided 
you pair it with sincerity. Finan-
cial prospects brighten with fresh 
opportunities ahead. Strong fo-

cus and determination on the academic or 
career front help you outperform peers. 
Social life fl ourishes with parties or gather-
ings adding joy. A romantic date promises 
delightful memories, while travel plans to 
meet someone special may soon materi-
alise.

PISCES: Keeping future plans private will 
work to your advantage. Con-
sistent discipline helps maintain 
strong health. In business, hir-
ing capable individuals ensures 

smoother operations. A family member 
may off er vital support to your endeavours. 
Some social commitments might be dif-
fi cult to honour, so prioritise wisely. Keep 
real-estate discussions confi dential until 
everything fi nalises.
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Punjabi Cultural Society Of Chicago Takes Part In 
91st Thanksgiving Day Parade

T
he Punjabi Cultural 
Society of Chicago 
(PCS), an all-volun-
teer, non-profit orga-
nization, participated 

in the 91st annual Chicago 
Thanksgiving Day Parade, 
continuing a tradition it 
began in 2005. This parade, 
recognized as the second 
largest televised Thanksgiv-
ing parade in the United 
States, draws millions of 
viewers nationwide.

Thousands of enthusi-
astic spectators lined State 
Street to kick off the holiday 
season, and PCS showcased 
Healthcare Heroes, and Pun-
jabi culture in the mainstream 
event, a press release from 
PCS said.

A unique medical-themed float was 
unveiled, celebrating the dedication and 
contributions of community healthcare 
professionals. Showing symbolic fea-
tures, the float carried PCS volunteers 
and healthcare workers in authentic 
medical attire, displaying the critical role 
they play in the system, and in line with 
PCS’s commitment to health advocacy 

and honoring the tireless service of doc-
tors, nurses, and first responders.

Performers energized the waving and 
cheering crowds with traditional Bhangra 
dance routines and lively Punjabi music, 
carried on live television and reaching 
households nationwide.

Since its inception in 1934, the Chi-
cago Thanksgiving Day Parade has grown 
into an iconic holiday celebration, evolv-
ing with the city’s diverse culture and 

spirit. This year’s parade featured a daz-
zling array of acts, including renowned 
marching bands, creative floats, celebrity 
guests, and community organizations. 
PCS stands out as a cultural ambassador, 
showcasing both artistic excellence and 
community engagement, organizers said.

“The Punjabi Cultural Society of Chi-
cago is honored to be part of the 91st an-
nual Chicago Thanksgiving Day Parade, 
celebrating both heritage and healthcare. 

Through its medical-themed 
float and vibrant performanc-
es, PCS helps unite Chicago’s 
communities, ushering in the 
holidays with joy, pride, and 
cultural exchange,” said Dr. 
Param Puneet Singh the P.C.S. 
Chairman.

Upcoming PCS Events:
–  “Rangla Punjab 2026,” 

Punjabi cultural variety 
program of performing arts, 
music, songs, giddha and 
Bhangra dances to celebrate 
Vaisakhi festival on Saturday, 
April 25, 2026, at Gateway 
Theater (Copernicus Center), 
5216 W. Lawrence Ave., Chi-
cago, IL 60630. Performance 
items coordinators and 
participants are requested to 
start forming performance 
teams. The item’s registra-
tions will begin in December. 

www.pcschicago.org .
–        The 43rd Annual Asian American 

Coalition of Chicago (AACC) Lunar New 
Year Dinner Banquet,” is on Saturday, 
February 28, 2026, at Marriott Marquis, 
Chicago, IL, hosted by the Chinese 
American community of Chicago.

PCS Contact: Phone: 847-359-5727  
Email: info@pcschicago.org  Website: 
www.PCSChicago.org

By a Staff Writer
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The Punjabi Cultural Society of Chicago volunteers hold the banner of the 
organization at the 91st Thanksgiving Day Parade in Chicago. 

Dr Anand and Rajinder Singh Mago in front of 
the float at the Thanksgiving Day Parade 2025.

ASARP Delegation Represents Chicago’s South Asian 
Realtors® At NAR’s Annual Meetings In Houston       

By Bhailal M Patel 

I
n a landmark moment for Chicago’s South 
Asian real estate community, a distinguished 
delegation from the Association of South Asian 
Real Estate Professionals (ASARP) made a 

powerful impact at the 2025 National Association 
of REALTORS® (NAR) Annual Meetings, held this 
year in Houston, Texas. With sweeping industry 
reforms, a newly unveiled Strategic Plan, and one 
of the strongest global turnouts in recent memory, 
the convention underscored NAR’s evolving role 
in shaping the future of real estate both in the U.S. 
and worldwide.

A Strong Chicago Delegation;Leading the team 
was Pradeep B. Shukla, NAR Director and commit-
tee member on Federal Taxation and Commercial 
Committees. Joining him were:Sunita Kakarlapudi, 
President, ASARP.Harsha Shukla, Senior ASARP 
Member.Mohan Kakarlapudi, Member.Nick Verma, 
Treasurer, ASARP,and the inclusion of young pro-
fessional Ria Kakarlapudi symbolized NAR’s focus 
on youth leadership.

The ASARP delegation attended high-level com-
mittee briefings, MLS modernization panels, global ad-
visory sessions, and policy discussions—ensuring that 
Chicago’s South Asian real estate professionals remained 

actively engaged in shaping national conversations.
Record International Participation & Strong Indian 

Presence, “India–U.S. real estate collaboration is enter-
ing a new, mutually beneficial phase.”

-Pradeep B. Shukla, NAR Director.“Our pres-
ence reflects the rising leadership of South Asian 
Realtors® in America’s real estate future.”

-Sunita Kakarlapudi, President, ASARP
The NAR Global Meetings drew more than 350 

international delegates from over 70 countries, 
marking one of the largest global participations in 
recent years. India showcased a particularly strong 
delegation, representing NAR-India, major broker-
ages, and industry organizations seeking deeper 
collaborations with U.S. entities.

ASARP delegates met with Indian leaders to 
discuss:Adoption and expansion of MLS (Multiple 
Listing Service) frameworks in India,Cross-border 
commercial investment flows,Global certification 
programs like CIPS,Referral and co-brokerage op-
portunities between the U.S. and India,

A highlight moment came when the ASARP 
team was photographed with:NAR President Kevin 
Sears.Incoming President Kevin Brown...Senior 
members of NAR’s leadership

The Association of South Asian Real Estate 
Professionals (ASARP) is a leading organization 
dedicated to empowering South Asian Realtors®, 
brokers, investors, and real estate entrepreneurs 

across Chicagoland. ASARP promotes professional 
development, advocacy, global partnerships, and repre-
sentation in national real estate forums.
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With NAR leadership team. From left (back row): Craig W Sanford, Treasurer, 
Cristine Hansen, President Elect, Kevin Brown, President, Kevin Sears, 

Past President (front row): Riya Kakarlapudi, Nick Verma, Pradeep B Shukla.
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Shirlzar Dance Company Shines at Chicago’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade

S
hirlzar Dance Company brought 
vibrant energy, color, and culture 
to the streets of Chicago as they 
performed in this year’s presti-
gious Thanksgiving Day Parade. 

The invitation marked a milestone for 
the group, whose choreographers and 
directors, Elizar and Shirley, described 
the opportunity as a moment of “burst-
ing excitement,” especially as it allowed 
them to represent Indian culture on such 
a celebrated American stage.

The parade, known for drawing per-
formers from across the country, was im-
peccably organized and featured a wide 
variety of artistic groups. Shirlzar took 

part in two major segments: a featured 
performance on the main stage and a 
spirited walk through the parade route, 
engaging thousands of spectators.

Festivities began early, with television 
crews arriving as early as 5:15 a.m. to 
capture behind-the-scenes rehearsals. 
Shirlzar’s dancers presented a dynamic 
blend of semi-classical and Bollywood 
fusion choreography, performing num-
bers ranging from “Dhoom Tana” to the 
ever-popular “Mera Wala Dance.” The 
lineup also showcased “Nachle Nachle,” 
an original track by Elizar under Shirlzar 
Productions.

The performance was broadcast live 
on CBS Chicago and Pluto TV’s “Holiday” 
channel, allowing viewers nationwide to 
join in the celebration. Those who missed 

it will have additional opportuni-
ties to watch the replay on CAN TV 
Chicago on Saturday, December 6 at 
12 p.m. and 7 p.m., as well as Sunday, 
December 7 at 3 p.m. In addition, ITV 
Gold will soon feature the perfor-
mance in its upcoming program-
ming, further expanding the com-
pany’s reach within the South Asian 
diaspora and beyond.

December 7 also marks another 
major event for the company: Shirl-
zar Dance Company’s Winter Fest 
Recital in Plainfield. More than 350 
students are slated to take the stage, 
showcasing weeks of hard work, tal-
ent, and dedication.

By a Staff Writer
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Kuchipudi Solo “Tulasi” Enchants Naperville Audience 
At The Matrix Club

T
he Matrix Club in Naperville took on the atmo-
sphere of an intimate temple on Sunday evening 
as more than one hundred attendees gathered 
for “Tulasi,” a Kuchipudi solo presentation by 

dancer and artistic director Srivani Vokkarane. Timed to 
coincide with the centenary of Bhagwan Sri Sathya Sai 
Baba, the performance radiated a spiritual energy that 
permeated the hall from the opening moment.

 A SOLO PERFORMANCE THAT COMMANDED THE STAGE
Vokkarane’s production centered on the classical 

Bhaanika technique—where a single dancer embodies 
multiple characters—an approach she executed with 
striking clarity and nuance. Moving from Satyabhama’s 
intensity to Rukmini’s gentle devotion, and from Nara-
da’s mischievous sparkle to Krishna’s serene divinity, she 
delivered each transformation with seamless fluidity.

For seasoned practitioners in the audience, it was 
a demonstration of masterful abhinaya and precise 
Kuchipudi footwork. For newcomers, it offered a 
glimpse into the narrative power that defines Indian 
classical dance.

Srivani Vokkarane embodies the essence of Satyab-
hama, radiating grace and confidence against a richly 
staged backdrop of classical tradition. Photo: Kaivalya 
Arts

THE EMOTIONAL APEX: TULABHARAM
The evening’s most memorable moment came during 

the Tulabharam sequence. A large set of scales, specially 
transported from India for the production, stood promi-
nently at center stage. When the character of Rukmini 
placed a single Tulasi leaf on the scale—balancing the 
divine weight of Krishna—the audience erupted in 
spontaneous applause. The symbolic triumph of devo-
tion over material wealth resonated deeply with viewers 
of all ages and backgrounds.

The graceful presence of esteemed guests—includ-
ing (left to right) Maragatham Sundaresan, Shobha 
Natarajan, Vanitha Veeravalli, Sushmita Arunkumar, and 
Ramya Roddom—along with Aruna Davis, elevated the 

Tulasi experience. Photo: Kaivalya Arts
A RARE THEME, RENDERED WITH CARE
Tulasi is a theme seldom tackled in classical dance 

due to its emotional subtlety and scriptural depth. The 
performance drew the appreciation of several distin-
guished gurus present as special guests:
• Maragatham Sundaresan, renowned Sanskrit schol-

ar, Carnatic musician, and expert in Natya Sastra
• Shobha Natarajan, Bharatanatyam and Kuchipudi 

exponent and Artistic Director of Samskriti Founda-
tion

• Vanitha Veeravalli, respected Bharatanatyam guru 
and Founder of Bharatam Academy

• Sushmita Arunkumar, disciple of Adyar K. Laksh-
man and Artistic Director of Nrithyanjali School of 
Dance

Each guru commended Vokkarane for the produc-
tion’s clarity, adherence to classical principles, and 
sensitive portrayal of Tulasi’s essence. Their collective 
praise underscored the artistic accomplishment of the 
presentation.

A devotional masterpiece, Srivani’s Vishnu painting—
guided by Artinique Studio’s artistic director Ramya 
Roddom—was unveiled at Tulasi. Photo: Kaivalya Arts

A PERSONAL MOMENT OF DEVOTION
The performance also featured the unveiling of a 

Vishnu painting created under the guidance of Guru 
Ramya Roddom. Dedicated to Vokkarane’s parents, the 
artwork served as a poignant bridge between her artistic 
journey in the United States and her roots in India. The 
unveiling drew visible emotion from both the artist and 
the audience.

Family Support at the Heart of the Evening
The evening’s warmth extended beyond the stage. 

Vokkarane’s two sons watched proudly from the audi-
ence, while her husband, Srini, offered heartfelt closing 
remarks acknowledging the months of preparation 
that went into realizing Tulasi. A light-hearted raffle 
conducted by Smt. Lakshmi Venkatraman added a final 
note of community spirit.

BRIDGING THE CLASSICAL AND THE CONTEMPORARY
Audience reactions captured the collective senti-

ment:
“A Sunday evening well spent.”
“I learned so many new things about Tulasi.”
“A beautiful way to begin Thanksgiving week.”
Whether seasoned connoisseurs or first-time specta-

tors, attendees found themselves drawn equally into the 
production’s blend of technique, clarity, and storytelling.

AN OFFERING OF GRATITUDE
As guests stepped into the crisp November night, the 

sense of shared experience lingered. Tulasi had offered 
more than an evening of dance—it became a Thanks-
giving-season meditation on devotion, gratitude, and 
artistic excellence.

Srivani Vokkarane did more than narrate the story of 
Tulasi. Through her performance, she embodied it—car-
rying the tale with grace, depth, and reverence.

About the Reviewer
Aruna V. Davis is a writer, educator, and arts enthusi-

ast. She is the Founder and CEO of Learn To Write Now 
and has served as emcee and reviewer for numerous 
cultural events across the Midwest.

By Aruna V. Davis
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In front of the revered Tulasi, Artistic Director Srivani Vokkarane 
embodies grace and storytelling, blending classical technique with 

soulful expression. 
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In Houston Suburbs, Abbott’s Attacks On CAIR Unnerve 
Muslim Residents

W
hether speaking at local 
government meetings or pro-
testing over the war in Gaza 
and Islamophobia in public 
schools, Amina Ishaq counts 

on the Council on American-Islamic Rela-
tions to defend her rights and those of the 
growing Muslim community in this politi-
cally divided Houston suburb.

“They used to come out to our protests 
to make sure we were okay,” said Ishaq, 
a social worker who is active at her local 
mosque.

Earlier this month, Texas Gov. Greg 
Abbott designated CAIR – one of America’s 
largest Muslim advocacy and civil rights 
groups – a “foreign terrorist organization,” 
along with the Muslim Brotherhood, an 
Islamist organization. He accused the 
groups of attempting to “subvert our 
laws through violence, intimidation, and 
harassment.”

Abbott said the designation would bar 
CAIR from acquiring Texas land under a 
law passed by the state legislature earlier 
this year and clear the way for the state 
attorney general “to sue to shut them 
down.”

“These radical extremists are not 
welcome in our state,” Abbott said in a 
statement.

To Ishaq, it is as if Abbott and other 
Republican officials are attacking the Anti-
Defamation League, a historic anti-hate 
group founded to combat antisemitism, 
or the NAACP. “They’re protecting our civil 
liberties,” she said of CAIR.

Abbott’s declaration accused the D.C.-
based nonprofit of having ties to Hamas, 
which the federal government has labeled 
a terrorist group (CAIR officials deny any 
ties to Hamas). The governor also suggest-
ed, citing court cases, reports by the FBI, 
and the Program on Extremism at George 
Washington University, that CAIR leaders 
sought to impose Islamic law, or sharia, 
on Americans.

CAIR officials, who along with the 
Muslim Legal Fund of America have sued 
Abbott and state Attorney General Ken 
Paxton (R) over the declaration, deny 
that allegation as well. CAIR’s Dallas-Fort 
Worth and Austin chapters asked a federal 
judge to strike down the proclamation, 
which also labeled the group “a transna-
tional criminal organization.”

“This attempt to punish the nation’s 
largest Muslim civil rights and advocacy 
organization simply because Governor 
Abbott disagrees with its views is not only 
contrary to the United States Constitution, 
but finds no support in any Texas law,” the 
lawsuit says, noting that CAIR, founded in 
1994, has 25 chapters nationwide.

CAIR officials accused the governor of 
threatening all civil rights groups, not just 
Muslim ones.

“No civil rights organizations are safe 
if a governor can baselessly and unilater-
ally declare any of them terrorist groups, 

ban them from buying land, and threaten 
them with closure,” CAIR Litigation Direc-
tor and General Counsel Lena Masri said 
in a statement.

A spokesman for Abbot declined to an-
swer questions about the governor’s alle-
gations against CAIR, referring a reporter 
back to his proclamation and recent press 
releases. The governor doubled down on 
his criticism of CAIR on Monday, after 
President Donald Trump issued his own 
executive order labeling chapters of the 
Muslim Brotherhood a terrorist group.

In a radio interview, Abbott said his 
declaration was a response to concern 
from members of the Texas GOP about the 
state’s growing Muslim population and 
the ascent of Muslim officials such as New 
York Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani.

“The concern is high, especially when 
you see someone like Mamdani get elect-
ed and the cataclysmic problems that’s 
going to cause,” Abbott said. “… We have 
freedom of religion, however, your religion 
cannot become a threat to our freedom.”

He did not offer examples of how 
Muslim Americans were threatening the 
freedom of others.

About 420,000 Muslims live in Texas, 
mostly concentrated in urban centers 
like Houston, Dallas and surrounding 
suburbs, which have numerous mosques 
and Muslim-owned businesses. Sugar 
Land’s Fort Bend County is among the 
most diverse in the country, its popula-
tion equally divided among Asian, Black, 
Latino and White residents. The number 
of foreign-born residents increased 71 
percent between the last two censuses.

The Texas GOP has been grappling for 
years with how to maintain dominance 
in such rapidly growing and diversifying 
suburbs, where Muslim voters share many 
of the party’s values – freedom of religion, 
economic markets and development – but 

not its predominant Christian faith.
Earlier this year, Abbott and Paxton 

objected to a 400-acre residential proj-
ect called EPIC City being developed by 
members of a mosque northeast of Dallas.

Abbott called the development illegal 
and directed state agencies to investi-
gate. The U.S. Justice Department in the 
summer found developers had pledged to 
abide by federal fair-housing laws. Abbott 
and Paxton have said state officials are 
still investigating; the project has been re-
named The Meadow and has yet to break 
ground.

“Within the Texas Republican Party 
there is a sector that views Islam as an 
existential threat to Christianity,” said 
Mark Jones, a political science fellow at 
Rice University. “Those Republicans see 
the spread of Islam in Europe as foreshad-
owing what could happen in the United 
States if Republicans are not careful. They 
would even point to cities like Minneapo-
lis, where the call to prayer is broadcast on 
loudspeakers.”

He noted that Abbott is running for 
reelection and Paxton is locked in a com-
petitive U.S. Senate primary with incum-
bent John Cornyn (R). While Muslims are 
still a minority of voters in Texas, Jones 
said, evangelical Christians are a power-
ful block of GOP primary voters, “and a 
significant share of them do view Islam as 
a threat to Christianity and the state and 
Texas.”

“They view the United States as a 
Judeo-Christian country,” Jones said, 
noting public opinion polls and a state 
law – mostly halted by courts so far – that 
requires the Ten Commandments to be 
posted in public school classrooms.

Some Muslim Republicans in Texas 
have condemned Abbott’s attack on CAIR.

Mo Nehad – a police officer who ran 
unsuccessfully for Fort Bend sheriff last 

year after joining the GOP at the urging of 
his Republican activist daughter – called 
Abbott’s proclamation “ridiculous.”

“There is no basis for it,” Nehad said 
late last week, dismissing the fear of Mus-
lims trying to impose sharia law in Texas 
as “biased and unproven.”

“We need to worry about our veter-
ans, single parents, kids who cannot buy 
lunch, and illegal immigration,” Nehad 
said, adding, “Abbott needs to align him-
self with Trump.”

Democratic state Rep. Suleman Lalani, 
a Sugar Land-based doctor who two years 
ago became one of the first two Muslim 
state lawmakers elected in Texas, said the 
governor’s attack on CAIR has alarmed his 
constituents.

“There’s a lot of anxiety, fear, sadness 
from this proclamation, which is base-
less and unconstitutional,” Lalani said. 
“People have been bullied. People are 
scared to go out in public places, avoid-
ing things deliberately because of the fear. 
They are feeling they have been alienated 
in their own home even though they are 
taxpaying citizens.”

He noted that a group of Muslim high 
school students praying outside a Yemeni 
cafe north of Dallas earlier this month 
were harassed by a man who said, “I’m 
mocking your religion” (CAIR has asked 
authorities to investigate).

Lalani called on Abbott to “avoid the 
politics of division, avoid the politics of 
fear and put people first.”

Outside the Maryam Islamic Center 
mosque in Sugar Land last week, girls in 
abaya dresses played basketball as fami-
lies arrived for evening prayers.

“We’re law-abiding citizens. We pay 
taxes. We’re teachers, attorneys, nurses,” 
said one congregant, Zain, as he stood 
outside the mosque with his wife and two 
young sons. He spoke on the condition 
that he be identified only by his first name 
out of concerns for his family’s safety.

Zain, who works in real estate, said Ab-
bott and the Texas GOP’s concern about 
Muslims imposing religious sharia law 
was “baseless.”

“I’ve never heard anybody say we need 
sharia law here,” he said. “We don’t get 
taught that.”

He also condemned the governor’s at-
tacks on CAIR.

“These type of claims just cause divi-
sion instead of unity. We don’t need that in 
this day and age,” he said.

“They’re fighting for civil rights for all,” 
his wife, Sarah, said of CAIR.

Ishaq, the Sugar Land social worker and 
activist who attends the same mosque, 
said she’s been upset to see the Ten Com-
mandments posted at her daughter’s high 
school this year, the attacks on CAIR, and 
anti-Muslim sentiment by lawmakers. 
And she plans to continue protesting.

“We’re just going to keep speaking up,” 
she said.

- The Washington Post

By Molly Hennessy-Fiske
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Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) gives a thumbs-up at an event with President Donald Trump in the 
East Room of the White House on March 20. 
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Homebound: True Stories Of Courage, Compassion, And 
Resilience In The Pandemic Era

H
omebound is a quiet, heart-
wrenching film that lingers long af-
ter the screen goes dark. The story 
is rooted in reality — inspired by a 
true event described in an article 

by Basharat Peer in 2020 for The New York 
Times.— but what it shows is universal: 
friendship, resilience, and survival in a 
world that often ignores human suffering.

Chandan (Vishal Jethwa), born into a 
low-income Dalit household, hides his 
caste in public to avoid social exclusion. 
Despite his caution, he carries a deep 
sense of isolation. At home, his circum-
stances are slightly different — he’s allowed 
to finish his graduation so he does not end 

up as a laborer like his parents. His sister, Vaishali 
(Shalini Vatsa), sacrifices her education to sup-
port the family. Shoaib (Ishaan Khatter), an only 
child devoted to his ailing parents, faces prejudice 
because of his faith, which slowly chips away at 
his natural kindness and openness. Their bond 
becomes a lifeline — a friendship that transcends 
religion, social boundaries, and societal expecta-
tions.

The film also highlights supporting characters 
with subtle depth. Chandan’s mother (Shalini 
Vatsa) embodies quiet strength and resilience, 
navigating a family’s struggles with dignity. Janhvi 
Kapoor makes a brief yet sincere appearance that 
adds emotional texture. The minor characters, 
from neighbors to fellow workers, populate the 
world realistically, reinforcing the hardships faced 
by marginalized communities.

When the pandemic hits, life takes a brutal 
turn. The film depicts the suffering of low-income 

and daily-wage migrant workers forced to 
leave their homes and families in search 
of survival. Administrative mismanage-
ment leaves them stranded, hungry, and 
exhausted. The exhaustion of walking miles 
under harsh conditions, the fear of hunger, 
and the uncertainty of reaching home are 
portrayed with quiet, heartbreaking realism. 
Homebound captures not just their struggle 
to survive, but also the dignity with which 
ordinary people endure extraordinary hard-
ships.

The film raises larger questions about 
empathy, sacrifice, and duty. Children 
give up their futures for their parents, and 
parents for their children. Lives are shaped 
by necessity rather than choice, and the film 
forces the viewer to reflect on how society 
often overlooks these cycles of struggle and 
resilience.
Technically, the film is impeccable. Directed 

by Neeraj Ghaywan and written by Shreedhar 
Dubey, Neeraj Ghaywan, and Varun Grover, it 

excels in storytelling and pacing. Cinematography, 
sound, lighting, and production design all work to-
gether to create an immersive, emotionally charged 
experience. The editing by Nitin Baid, production 
design by Khyatee Kanchan, and background score 
by Naren Chandavarkar and Benedict Taylor el-
evate every scene, giving the film a deeply affecting 
rhythm and soul.

Homebound is more than just a film. It’s a medi-
tation on friendship, humanity, and survival in the 
face of adversity. It’s a story of empathy in a world 
often blind to suffering, a testament to human dig-
nity, and a moving reflection on the struggles faced 
by the marginalized during extraordinary times — 
made even more powerful knowing it stems from 
true events and real people.

Moreover, with its selection as India’s official en-
try for the 2026 Oscars (Best International Feature 
Film), the film now carries India’s hopes. Its power-
ful story — rooted in caste, faith, friendship, and 
survival during the pandemic — gives it a strong 
chance to resonate not just with Indian audiences, 
but also with global viewers and academy voters.

By Ilayas Quraishi
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Shoaib and Chandan share a quiet moment, finding friendship and hope amid hardship, 
a scene from the movie.

A poignant scene from the movie Homebound. 
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HOUSEHOLD HELP WANTED

HOUSEHOLD HELP WANTED HOUSEHOLD HELP WANTED HOUSEHOLD HELP WANTED

NEW YORK :
Need Experienced Lady for Household 

help in Jackson Heights, Queens.
 Laundry and cooking on Saturdays. 

Call (917) 701 6801

12/05 SL

PERMANENT MISSION OF INDIA TO THE UN 
invites bids for:  Supply Installation & Commissioning of

CCTV Camera System at its premises at: 
235 East 43rd Street, New York, 10017

Detailed RFP/Scope of work can be accessed at:
www.pminewyork.org/tenderarchive OR www.eprocure.gov.in. 

The last date for submission of bids is December 29, 2025.
12/05 JG

FLORIDA
Gujarati Vegetarian Couple with 

4.5 year old twin boys need 
Full Time House help / Nanny in 
Jacksonville, Florida. Room with

 attached bathroom provided. 
Contact (646) 421 9758.

 11/28-12/19-SL

MICHIGAN
The Bharatiya Temple, Troy, MI, USA, 

is looking for Hindu Priests. Multilingual 
skill ability, Flexible / revolving schedule 

must. Recruiters need not apply.
Job Requirements: 

www.bharatiya-Temple.Org/Jobs
Email your resume before December 

12th 2025 at 
resumesgroup@troy-temple.org

 11/14-12/05-SL

MANHATTAN, NY

Childcare Opportunity
 in Manhattan, New York 

City. Please text message 
this number if interested 

774-345-3434

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

HAIR LOSS TREATMENT

HANDYMAN
All types of Home Repairs

PAINTING, BASIC ELECTRICAL,
 INSTALL TOILET, INSTALL DOORS

 & DOOR LOCKS ETC 
Reasonable Rates. Prices Negotiable.

CALL – ALLEY
(917) 371 4274

11/14-12/05-SL

SAY GOODBYE TO ALOPECIA  (NO SURGERY)
GET YOUR CONFIDENCE BACK.

Learn about the magic of today’s biological substances. When injected into your 
scalp: PRP, GFC, Stem cells and Exoomes. 95% Success rate. I am a physician 

with 10 years of experience treating all forms of Alopecia, 70+ 5-start reviews, voted 
top doctor in hair loss in NJ three times. Free tele-consultation: 1-855-634-8777 / 

www.medicalhairlosscenterNJ.com. JAY R. GOLDSTEIN, MD
PRP HAIR LOSS TREATMENT CENTER

666 PLAINSBORO RD, SUITE 624 PLAINSBORO, NJ
11/14-12/05-SL

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATEBUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FLORIDA 
HOMES FOR SALE in Nalanda Estate, 

Parrish, Florida. Very Rare 
opportunity to own property in this

 active Retirement Community.
Contact Fevil Patel: (941) 993 7286 / 
Email : fevilsrealestate@gmail.com / 

www.fevilpatel.com
11/21-12/12-SL

NEW YORK
FOR SALE

HOUSE CONDO CO-OP LAND
 Buying real estate today is a good 

investment for tomorrow.
E. BLAKE 

OFF 1-844-465-3762. EXT 122
CELL 1-917-744-2448

goldrock122@gmail.com
11/21-12/12-SH

MARYLAND
High Volume Liquor Store for SALE.

In Howard county, Maryland.
Please email us for more details.

Email:jkpatel26@gmail.com 
12/05-12/26-SD

NEW JERSEY 
Jain family in Marlboro, NJ 

need Live - in Single / Couple  female 
help (preferably Gujarati) for cooking 
and household chores. Room with

 attached bath provided. 
Legal status must. 

Contact: 7328291526.
11/28-12/29-SL

ATTORNEY

NJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? 
 Don’t Accept the insurance company’s 

fi rst offer. Many injured parties are 
entitled to major cash settlements. Get a 
free evaluation to see what your case is 

really worth. 100% Free Evaluation.
 Call Now: 1-833-323-0318. Be ready 
with your zip code to connect with the 

closest provider.
NY SCAN

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator.

 Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.

 Call 1-877-516-1160 today to schedule 
a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s 

a power move.
NY SCAN

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Safe Step.
 North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and service. Now 

featuring our FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! 

Financing available.
 Call Safe Step 1-855-916-5473

NY SCAN

AUTO DONATIONS

Get a break on your taxes!
 Donate your car, truck, or SUV to assist 
the blind and visually impaired. Arrange 

a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 

1-855-484-3467 today!
NY SCAN

AUTO WANTED

We buy 8,000 cars a week.
 Sell your old, busted or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. 

Call 1-855-403-3374
NY SCAN

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Prepare for power outages with 
Briggs & Stratton® PowerProtect(TM) 
standby generators - the most powerful 

home standby generators available. 
Industry-leading comprehensive war-

ranty - 7 years ($849 value.) 
Proudly made in the U.S.A. 

Call Briggs & Stratton 1-888-605-1496
NY SCAN

AGING ROOF? 
NEW HOMEOWNER?
 STORM DAMAGE? 

You need a local expert provider that 
proudly stands behind their work. Fast, 

free estimate. Financing available.
 Call 1-833-880-7679

NY SCAN

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES
 in as little as ONE DAY! Superior quality 
bath and shower systems at AFFORD-

ABLE PRICES!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. 

 Call Now! 1-833-807-0159
NY SCAN

SERVICES

PEST CONTROL:
  PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 

safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 

other pests. Locally owned and afford-
able. Call for service or an inspection 

today! 1-833-549-0598 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

NY SCAN
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CENTER FOR ASTHMA & ALLERGY (New Jersey)

ASTHMA ALLERGY MEDICAL CARE (New York)

ALLERGY & ASTHMA ASSOCIATES OF MURRAY HILL (New York City)

Sreenivasrao Amara, M.D.
Rachel Bautista, M.D.

Herb Chin, P.A.
Grace DeLa Cruz P.A.

Paul Ehrlich, M.D.
Deborah V. Fishman, M.D.

Faina Gutin, M.D.

Shehnaz Halani, P.A.
Shameen Khan, M.D.
Majinder Kaur, M.D.

Shari Klig, M.D.
Lin Li, M.D.

Wei Wei Li, M.D.
Clement Maccia, M.D.

Fariha Malek, N.P. 
Brian Novick, M.D. 
Purvi Parikh, M.D.
Susan Panes, M.D.
Shivani Patel, P.A.
Vimala Patel, N.P. 
Hinal Patel, P.A. 

Steven Peltz, M.D.
Martin Pine, M.D.

Afreen Quraishi, P.A.
Karen Reaves, P.A.   

Aliona Rudys, M.D.
Radha Shah, N.P. 
Eun Sheen, M.D.

Fawzi Suliaman, M.D.
Michael Teitel, M.D.
Anant Warren, M.D. 

68 Nassau Road
Huntington, 
NY 11743
Tel:   631-423-5590
Fax:  631-423-9137

111 Smithtown Bypass
Suite 219
Hauppauge, NY 11788
Tel:  631-724-3355
Fax: 631-724-9751

2004 Grand Avenue
Baldwin, 
NY 11510
Tel:  516-223-7656
Tel:  516-223-7656

984 North Broadway
Suite 307
Yonkers, NY   10701
Tel: 914-476-8877
Fax: 914-476-4754

118-21 Queens Blvd
Suite 601,
Forest Hills, NY 11375
Tel:  718-544-2066
Fax: 718-544-6664

NEW YORK LOCATIONS - ASTHMA ALLERGY MEDICAL CARE (SUDHIR PARIKH, M.D., P.C.)

NEW JERSEY LOCATIONS - CENTER FOR ASTHMA & ALLERGY - WWW.CENTERFORASTHMAALLERGY.COM (SUDHIR PARIKH, M.D., P.A.) 

NEW YORK CITY - ALLERGY & ASTHMA ASSOCIATES OF MURRAY HILL

161 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10016  
Tel:  212-685-4225, Fax:  212-696-5682

WWW.ALLERGYASTHMANYC.COM

SUDHIR M. PARIKH, M.D., FACAAI
Founder and Chairman 

Diplomate of American Board of Allergy and Immunology,
Clinical Associate Professor-RWJ Med School

18 North Third Ave.
Highland Park, NJ 08904 

Tel 732-545-0094
Fax: 732-545-4087

617-79th Street
No. Bergen, NJ 07047

Tel:  201-854-8119
Fax: 201-854-4875

1818 Oak Tree Rd.
Edison, NJ 08816
Tel:  732-205-0343
Fax: 732-205-0348

25 Kensington Ave, 
Jersey City, NJ 07304
Tel: (201) 434-4932

2566 Nottingham Way 
Trenton, NJ 08619 
Tel:  609-587-3041
Fax: 609-587-9347 

222 Schanck Rd. # 203  
Freehold, NJ 07728
Tel: 732-431-8266
Fax: 732-294-9794

926 North Wood Ave
Linden, NJ  07036
Tel: 908-925-3318
Fax: 908-95-86462

D3 Brier Hall Ct.
East Brunswick, NJ  08816

Tel: 732-257-4008
Fax: 732-257-1958

300 Hudson Street
Hoboken, NJ 07030
Tel: 201-792-5900
Fax: 201-792-5320

1018 Broad Street
Bloomfield, NJ 0703
Tel: 973-893-0093
Fax: 973-893-0090

90 Millburn Ave, 
Ste 200, Millburn NJ 07041

Tel: 973-763-5787
Fax: 973-763-8568

546 Westfield Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: 908-232-1565
Fax: 908-232-9301

200 Perrine Rd.  Suite 207 
Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Tel: 732-727-2530
Fax: 732-441-0490

65 Mountain Blvd. Ext. 107
Warren, NJ 07059
Tel: 732-627-0900
Fax: 732-560-7388

TOLL FREE  1-800-535-5227

PURVI PARIKH, M.D., FACP
Vice Chairman

Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine and Pediatrics 
NYU School of Medicine. 
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CLASSIFIED

MOTEL

MILWAUKEE WISCONSIN
Looking for a Front desk 

and Housekeeping couple 
near Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Accommodation will be provided. 
Attractive wages.

Please contact 262-676-9167.

11/14-12/05-MS

MOTEL HELP WANTEDMOTEL HELP WANTEDMOTEL HELP WANTED

PHILADELPHIA & NEW JERSEY :
Need Single / Couple Front Desk & 
Housekeeping help for Franchise 
Motels in the Philadelphia area, 

Pittsburgh - PA and Cherry Hill - NJ. 
Free accommodation provided. 

Call Ghanshyam Patel
(610) 279 0150.

 09/26/2026 - 09/18/2026-SL

NEW JERSEY
Franchise Hotel in NJ is looking for 
Single/Couple for: Housekeeping, 

Front Desk, Maintenance. Good salary 
and accommodation will be provided. 

Also looking for Hotel Sales Associate. 
(Experience and good communication 

skills required) 
Call: Nick 201-637-5062 

(Contact between 9 AM to 7 PM.)
• Vivian (757) 620-9207 •

Hina (201) 936-8762
08/02-TFN-SD

NEW YORK / NEW JERSEY 
FRANCHISE HOTEL NEED Couple 

for Housekeeping and Single for Front 
Desk Help (English must). Good pay 

with free accommodation. Legal must. 
Call Nishith: 5163739274 /

Nick (201) 637 5062
04/18/25 - 04/17/26 -SL

VIRGINIA- MARYLAND & NORTH 
CAROLINA

Hotels are looking for skilled   
Front Desk, Housekeeping & 

Laundry attendants.  
 If you are experienced & 

ready to contribute, 
Pls call/text: 540-324-8786

11/15/24 - 12/19/25 -SH

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
Franchise Hotels seek Front Desk 

help. 7 days per week, 8 hours shift 
$950/week. Legal must.

Free accommodation provided.
Call / text (410) 231-3621

05/23/25- 05/15/26 - SL

VIRGINIA
Franchise Motel in Virginia Front 

Desk. Need a couple or single with 
hotel experience preferred, fl uent 

English, computer literate 
and legal status must.

 Accommodation provided. 
Contact:  Ankur 917-595-0356

11/14-12/12-SD

PERRYVILLE, MARYLAND:
Immediate Hire:

Need Single  for Front Desk Help 
(Fluent English, Computer literate) 
and Couple for Housekeeping help. 
Experienced preferred but ready to 

train. Accommodation provided.
 Legal must.

 Call (410) 504 3444.
12/05-01/02/26-SL

AUGUSTA,GA
2 franchise motels 110 rooms and 65 

rooms in Augusta,GA immediately 
need Single/couple  for front 

desk clerk and Manager. Legal 
status must. Accommodation will 
be provided on site.  Please call 

Meena: 706-877-1991, 706-631-2626 
meena888patel@aol.com

11/14-12/12-SD

Virginia
36 rooms Independent motel in 

Central Virginia needs two couples 
for Housekeeping. Good pay and 
accommodation will be provided. 

Call:(540) 486-1333

11/14-12/05-SD

LONG ISLAND, NY
20 Rooms  Independent motel in Long 
Island, NY needs a  couple for Front 

desk help. Experience, Fluent English, 
computer knowledge and legal 

status  must. Accommodation will be 
provided. Contact: Ishwar Ahir:

 (607)-262-0157
11/14-12/05-SD

PENNSYLVANIA
Hotels in Pennsylvania (PA) looking 
for following positions 1) Front Offi ce 

Manager 2) Front Offi ce Agents 
3) Housekeeping supervisor 4) 
Housekeepers. Candidates with 

Marriott or similar hotel experience 
preferred. Must be legal. 

Please Contact: 717-256-2650
11/21-12/19-SD

NORTH CAROLINA
Choice Hotel needs  an experienced 

single person  for the Night 
Auditor Front Desk .Must be legal. 

Accommodation provided. 
Attractive  salary.

STUDENTS PLS DO NOT CALL.
Call : 252-767-5252

nc802_27536@yahoo.com
11/14-12/12-SL

NEWARK, DELAWARE 
Need experienced General Manager, 

Asst. General Manager and Front 
Desk Clerks for Franchise Hotel / 

Motel in Newark, DE. Accommodation 
provided. Legal status must.

 Call / text (732) 423-1725 / email 
resume: joinmyhotel@gmail.com

11/14-12/12-SL

ST. LOUIS, MO
Wanted Motel Manager and 
Housekeeper for Franchise 

Motel in St. Louis, MO. 
Good Salary and 

Accommodation Provided.
CALL 314-497-3292 or 314-330-4621 

11/21-12/12-MS

MARYLAND
We need 2 people to manage a small 
local independent Motel in Baltimore. 

Duties include managing the 
housekeeping, offi ce and preventive 
maintenance. Must have legal status 

and must be able to speak good 
English. Accommodation is attached 

to the offi ce. 
Call 410-627-0374.

11/21-12/26-SH

WISCONSIN
Boutique Hotel in central Wisconsin 

seeks middle-aged couple (legal 
US workers) for Front Desk/Asst. 

Admin Manager and Housekeeping 
roles. Min. 1-yr experience 

preferred; training provided. Free 
accommodation; background check 
required. Clean, friendly university 

town environment. Contact 
MJ at 715-544-4338 or email 
nmequitiesllc@gmail.com.

11/21-12/12-JG

NASHVILLE, TN
Franchise Hotels hiring  

 Night Desk clerk  & Housekeeping 
couple.Must have own transportation.
Accommodation provided. Competitive 

salary.
Legal status must.

Call (615) 594-5454.
11/07-01/02/26-SH

CRAIG, CO
Now hiring General Manager – 
Hampton Inn, Craig, Colorado. 

Lead operations, manage staff, ensure 
guest satisfaction. Competitive pay, 
housing provided, long-term growth. 

Legal status must.  
Apply: ohmhospitalityco@gmail.

com | 720-810-5009
11/21-12/12-SD

HEALTH

ATTENTION 
OXYGEN THERAPY USERS!

 Discover Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE information kit.

 Call 1-833-661-4172
NY SCAN
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CLASSIFIED

BUSINESS/SERVICES DIRECTORYMATRIMONIAL

Gujarati Hindu Patel Family invites 
correspondence for their son; U.S

born, never married; well educated; 
42 yrs, 5’10”.  seeking U.S based,

educated, family oriented girl.
Please Email biodata & photo to 

PMT430@gmail.com
11/07-11/28-SD

Gujarati Brahmin girl, 35 years, US 
citizen, 5’4”tall, fair complexion, 

educated, Business Management from 
Rutgers Univ. NJ, currently working 
at a pharmaceutical fi rm looking for 

educated Hindu groom with legal status. 
Phone: 908-720-9624

11/21-12/12-SL

MALE FEMALE

TEJAS S. KAPADIA, ESQ.

Waldwick, NJ 07463
201-632-1529

tejas@kapadialaw.com

Real Estate, Business, 
Wills (Estate Planning), 
Immigration & General 

Law, Practicing in 
New York & New Jersey.
 Enrolled Agent with IRS.
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HEMISH S. KAPADIA, CPA, EA, MBA, MS
SUSHIL T. KAPADIA, CPA, EA, ACA

Enrolled Agent with IRS, Certifi ed 
Public Accountant, Chartered

Accountant, Former Tax Auditor &
Assistant to Income Tax Commissioner - NYC. 

44+ years in practice.
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Calderone School of Music
ESTABLISHED 1975 NJ Registered Professional Provider

Private Lessons on All Instruments 
and Virtual Lessons.

East Hanover (973) 428-0405  
Springfield (973) 467-4688 

www.calderoneschoolofmusic.com
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DEGREE  EVALUATION

MUSIC

ACCOUNTANTS/CPAACCOUNTANTS/CPA

ACCOUNTANTS/CPA

ACCOUNTANTS/CPA

IMMIGRATION HELP &
FOREIGN DEGREE

EVALUATION
For foreign degree evaluation, 

immigration help, college 
admission, language

 translation/interpretation
Please call us 

718-445-2790 
or visit

www.degreeevaluationcom
www.translationmaster.org
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ANJAY ACCOUNTAX SERVICE NJ LLC

Harish Hathiwala,CCPA
Specializing in 

Individual • Business • Corporation
New Business Set Up Service

Jersey City: (201) 656-2000
NY City: (212) 714-1988

Central Jersey: (908) 837-9030
Orlando: (407) 403-6582

Accounting , Auditing , Income Tax

Small Business and Non-profit Org.

epaper.desitalk.com

07
/0

4-
 0

6/
26

/2
6-

sd

Tel: (201) 444-4648

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! 
 Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 

80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus Lim-
ited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards.

 Call Today! 1-866-782-4069
NY SCAN

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET.
 If you are overpaying for your service, 
call now for a free quote and see how 

much you can save! 
1-833-323-0160

NY SCAN

TV INTERNET AND PHONE TV INTERNET AND PHONE TV INTERNET AND PHONE

Get Boost Infi nite!
 Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G Networks, 

One Low Price! Call Today and Get 
The Latest iPhone Every Year On Us! 

844-329-9391
NY SCAN

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Do you know what’s in your water? 
Leaf Home Water Solutions offers 
FREE water testing and whole home 
water treatment systems that can be 
installed in as little one day.  15% off 

your entire purchase. Plus 10% senior 
& military discounts. Restrictions apply. 

Schedule your FREE test today. 
Call 1-866-247-5728

NY SCAN

MISCELLANEOUS

Consumer Cellular - 
the same reliable, nationwide coverage 

as the largest carriers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden fees and activation is 
free. All plans feature unlimited talk and 

text, starting at just $20/month. 
For more information
, call 1-844-919-1682

NY SCAN

REAL ESTATE

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 

three step process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair cash offer 

today by calling
 Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-704-5670

NY SCAN

TRAVEL SERVICES

SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS!
  Up to 75% More than 500 AIRLINES 

and 300,000 HOTELS across the world.  
Let us do the research for you for FREE!  

Call: 877 988 7277
NY SCAN



December 5, 202524 DESI TALK


