Gujarati Literary Academy of North America Hosts Successful 13th Biennial Convention LZIT3TH

f1ajor Endorseément ForJilinois g : E’S 20 - id OF g
andldkFor CongFgss’ m‘ N

September 19, 2025 |
Chicago, IL.
Vol. XXIX, No. 38 w /

www.desitalkchicago.com

Published by

community colors

IN CHICAGO

Colorful Festival of Joy 2025 transforms downtown Bloomington, lllinois

PHOTO: ASTAN MEDIA USA

The number that grows with your child is - 529. - Naimesh

529 College Plans offer many tax-advantages such as:

© Tax-free contributions up to IL state limit © Tax-free withdrawals for qualified expense \ J Shah
© Tax-Free Growth © Grandparents/Family members can contribute too F ¥ *
& = FINANCIAL ADVISOR
We Offer Comprehensive Wealth Solutions. M@NEY
IN A NUTSHELL y. Your Goal. Our Game Plan
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServiceSM, Member FINRA, SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory ServiceSM . Insurance services offered through an Avantax YOUR GOAL. OUR GAME PLAN. &

affiliated insurance agency. 3200 Olympus Blvd., Suite 100 Dallas, TX 75019. Money In A Nutshell Inc is not a broker/dealer and/or an investment adviser. Money In A Nutshell Inc and Avantax are not affiliated. e ’ \

847 721 2974 | nshah@moneyinanutshell.com | www.moneyinanutshell.com | 939 N Plum Grove Road, Suite F Schaumburg IL - 60173




DESI AL September 19,2025 | 7

Let every life so shine !

The Journey Exemplary......

He had a dream. And he made it come true.

To serve and to sustain, to strengthen and to
save lives.

To bring change and make a positive impact.
To make the difference.

So that people live better, stay healthy, be
happy. So that children be educated better, so
that patients be saved, so that environment be
enriched, so that women find livelihood and
social status.

And he made it all. 47 years of his 81 he
dedicated to the cause to serve humanity. And
succeeded like only a few would.

He created Project 'Life’ - the Charity that has
touched 9.8 million lives. And with him as the
guiding light, his legacy carries on, following
his eternally enduring vision.

, Chandrakant Koticha
He has been a legend. And will

Sunrise : Sunset :
always be. November 27, 1944 September 13, 2025
Acknowledgment

The family expresses deep gratitude for the sympathy, prayers, comforting words and all
expressions of kindness, care and concern received from across the globe.

May the universe continue to bless you all.
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Festival Of Joy 2025 Transforms Downtown Bloomington, lii.,
With Golor, Gulture, And Community

By BHAILAL M. PATEL

owntown Bloomington, I1-

linois, came alive in a kaleido-

scope of sights, sounds, and

flavors as more than 1,500

attendees gathered on Sep-
tember 7, 2025, at Museum Square for
the 15th annual Festival of Joy — Sri
Jagannath Ratha Yatra.

From 2:00 PM to 7:00 PM, the
streets echoed with music, dance, and
devotion, celebrating a 3,000-year-old
Indian tradition brought vibrantly to
life in the heart of the Midwest.

Organized by the Hare Krishna
Community of Bloomington-Normal,
inspired by ISKCON (International
Society for Krishna Consciousness),
the festival blended spirituality, cul-
ture, and community into an unfor-
gettable experience of unity and joy.

The centerpiece of the festival,
the Ratha Yatra Chariot Parade, drew
inspiration from the legendary street
festival of Jagannath Puri in India.
Bloomington’s Main Street was trans-
formed into a spiritual procession,
with a flower-adorned chariot car-
rying the deities of Lord Jagannath,
Balaram, and Subhadra. Accom-
panied by the beats of clay drums,
cymbals, and chanting, the parade
united children, elders, and families
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in a moving celebration of devotion. Attendees, organizers, and performers at the Festival of Joy, September 7, 2025, in Bloomington, IIl.

The festival opened with a warm
welcome from emcees Surabhi and
Vikhyath, followed by commu-
nity leaders including Bloomington
Mayor Dan Brady, Police Chief Jamal
Simington, and His Holiness Roma-
pada Swami. Mayor Brady sym-
bolically swept the streets in an act
of humility, honoring the ancient cus-
toms of Ratha Yatra. Chief Simington
highlighted the city’s commitment to
public safety and community part-
nerships, while Romapada Swami

Colorful collage of programs at the Festival of Joy in Bloomington, Ill., September 7, 2025.

delivered an inspiring keynote on the
spiritual significance of the celebra-
tion.

The community also honored
Mandava Venkateswara Rao and
Manasa Rao for decades of dedicated
service to Bloomington-Normal.

Throughout the afternoon, Muse-
um Square was alive with interactive
cultural activities: henna artistry, sari
and turban draping, arts and crafts,
yoga sessions, and the “Check Your
Spiritual Quotient” booth. The Taste
of India food court delighted visitors
with authentic vegetarian cuisine,
while a free dinner service provided
more than 900 complimentary meal
boxes.

Colorful performances on stage
included dances by the Bhakti Kids,
traditional devotional dramas, and
a Bharatanatyam and Carnatic vocal
recital by Sita Vakkalanka. Classical
dances, mridanga drumming, and a
closing kirtan brought the crowd into
collective mantra meditation.

The festival’s success was made
possible with the support of partners
including Sewa International, whose
volunteers have served refreshments
at the event for over a decade, along
with contributions from local institu-
tions such as the McLean County
Museum of History, Visit BN, and area
businesses.

Since its modest beginnings in
2010, the Festival of Joy has blos-
somed into one of Bloomington’s
most anticipated cultural celebra-
tions. Its move downtown in 2023,
backed by Mayor Mboka Mwilambwe,
expanded its reach and diversity,
drawing visitors from across Illinois
and beyond.

As festival co-organizer Prakash
Chincholikar reflected, “We have a lot
more in common than what divides
us.” Fellow organizer Poorvi Shah
added, “Make sure you participate—
that’s when you truly feel the joy.”

Northside Democracy For America Endorses Bushra
Amiwala For Gongress From lllinois’ 9th District

By A STAFF WRITER

orthside Democracy for America (NDFA), a progressive

coalition in the Chicago area for the past 30 years, has

endorsed Bushra Amiwala in the race for Congress in

Illinois’ 9th district. Numerous Democrats have thrown
their hats in the ring to vie for the party’s support in the primaries
scheduled for March 17, 2026.

“I'm honored to accept NDFA's endorsement. For the past
thirty years, this group has stood for the same progressive values I
champion: uplifting people through access to education, hous-
ing and healthcare,” Amiwala is quoted saying in a September 11,

2025, press release.

Amiwala, who is an elected Skokie School District 73.5 Board
Member, went on to say, “The endorsement process was competi-
tive. Many of my opponents addressed the group as well, and
voting members had no shortage of ideas and policy platforms to
choose from. It’s gratifying to see their validation of my consis-
tent track record in the community and their appreciation of
my vision to increase federal education funding and champion
universal healthcare. I look forward to working alongside NDFA to
engage voters in Chicago and across IL-9.”

Amiwala is seen as the frontrunner in a crowded field, with
twenty candidates running to represent Illinois’ 9th district as of
mid-September, the campaign noted in the press release.

PHOTO: AMIWALA'S TWITTER PROFILE IMAGE

Bushra Amiwala won her race for the District
73.5 School Board in Cook County, Chicago.

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know
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Indian American Named The First-Ever President 0f

By A STAFF WRITER

ndian American Poorva Joshipura, a member of the

board of directors of People for the Ethical Treat-

ment of Animals-India, PETA India, has been named

the first-ever President of PETA International.

Joshipura, who is the author of For a Moment of

Taste: How What You Eat Impacts Animals, the Planet,
and Your Health—was brought up in Suffolk, Virginia.
Her book was the first-ever in-depth exposé of how
animals commonly used for meat, eggs, and dairy are
treated in India.

Now, as the first-ever president of PETA International,
Joshipura will be overseeing its projects and operations
in Europe, Asia, and parts of the Middle East.

After starting her career at PETA's headquarters in
Norfolk, Virginia, Joshipura has championing the cause
of animals for more than 25 years in countries world-
wide through provocative protests, undercover investi-
gations, and strategic work with corporate and govern-
ment leaders.

“Years ago, in a slaughterhouse where I was record-
ing how badly cows are killed for leather, I locked eyes
with a frightened calf who was pinned to the ground,
aware of his pending death, and at that moment vowed
to dedicate my life to animal liberation,” Joshipura is
quoted saying in a press release September 10, 2025..
“For more than 25 years with PETA entities, from under-
cover investigator to leading international campaigns,
I've been true to that pledge.”

Born in Philadelphia to parents from Gujarat, India,
Joshipura was raised in Suffolk and graduated magna
cum laude from Old Dominion University with a degree
in psychology.

PHOTO: CourtEsy PETA

PETA International

Poorva Joshipura

She joined PETA as an intern in its Norfolk office in
1999. Her more “public-facing” work, as PETA calls it,
includes being jailed for disrupting a New York fashion
show in protest of Michael Kors’ use of fur (which he
later banned); burned in effigy by an angry mob after
she helped achieve an Indian Supreme Court ban on the
use of bulls for entertainment; and “caged” in Nairobi to

TIME Magazine Names Indian American
2025 Kid 0f The Year

By TIME PREss RELEASE

IME and TIME for Kids revealed the 2025 Kid of
the Year, on September 9, 2025, “recognizing one
exceptional young person making the world a
brighter place.”

The choice this year is “17-year-old digital defender
Tejasvi Manoj from Frisco, Texas.”

Manoj is recognized for her service work teaching
digital literacy to protect seniors from cybercrime.

“I started volunteering in sixth grade...I think it’s re-
ally important; if you're lucky yourself, you want to make
sure other people feel loved and lucky too. It just makes
me feel really happy, knowing that I can make a differ-
ence,” Manoj told TIME.

TIME's Senior Writer Jeffrey Kluger praising Manoj’s
work, is quoted saying in the press release , “The un-
named cyber criminals trying to scam seniors out of
their money got more than they bargained for when they
targeted Tejasvi Manoj’s grandfather back in Febru-
ary, 2024...Tejasvi, then a 16-year-old junior...began
researching how common such scams—especially ones
targeting older Americans—are. Very common, it turns
out...Within the year she had built and launched Shield
Seniors, a website and, soon, mobile app, designed to
educate the 60-plus demographic about what online
scams look like, analyze suspicious emails and messages

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know

users upload, and, if the communications prove fraudu-
lent, provide links to report them.”

“At TIME, we regularly profile world leaders and next-
generation changemakers. Kid of the Year elevates the
very youngest, recognizing their accomplishments as
they chart a course toward a brighter future,” said TIME
for Kids Editor-in-Chief Andrea Delbanco. “We'’re giving
kids a platform, and watching them use it to inspire
other young people to follow in their footsteps.”

To select the 2025 Kid of the Year, TIME editors and
writers conducted research to identify stand-out kids in
the U.S. ages 8-17. For the first-time, TIME also evalu-
ated submissions to the TIME for Kids Service Stars pro-
gram, which honors young leaders who are making the
world a brighter place. Service Stars, developed in part-

nership with The Allstate Foundation, supports all young

people to serve and improve communities and shines a
light on kids who are positively impacting others.

The 2025 TIME Kid of the Year is made possible by
exclusive partner The Allstate Foundation, a nonprofit
that is committed to empowering youth ages 5 to 25 to
serve and improve communities.

The 2025 Kid of the Year is available on time.com now
and will appear in the September 29 issue of TIME, avail-

able on newsstands on Friday, September 19. It will also
be featured in the TIME for Kids Service Stars special

issue, in classrooms and online at timeforkids.com start-

ing September 25.

PHOTOGRAPH BY ZERB MELLISH FOR TIME

highlight the plight of chickens killed for food.

As president, Joshipura’s priorities include using tech-
nology and scientific innovation to eliminate animal
exploitation, including replacing elephants allegedly
chained in Asian temples with mechanical ones, and
using animatronic animals to help educate and encour-
age children’s natural empathy toward animals, PETA
noted in its press release. She also aims to educate the
public about what PETA says, is “the inextricable link
between animal exploitation and pandemics, antibiotic
resistance, and the climate catastrophe.”

“I'm deeply honored to help shape the global future
of animal liberation and put compassion on every map
in my new role,” Joshipura said. “I will seek to harness
technological solutions for animal protection, apply
cultural intelligence to advance liberation, and promote
the unshakable truth that how we treat animals defines
us.”

PETA counts among Joshipura’s achievements —
convincing Mercedes-Benz to be the first automobile
retailer to offer leather-free interiors by special order;
stopping a US-based laboratory-animal supplier from
setting up a facility in Europe; leading successful ef-
forts to ban testing cosmetics and their ingredients on
animals in India; and ending the use of horse-drawn
carriages in Petra and Mumbai. She is also the author of
Survival at Stake: How Our Treatment of Animals Is Key
to Human Existence.

“Poorva has been an unstoppable force in the ani-
mal liberation movement,” says PETA Founder Ingrid
Newkirk. “Her extraordinary drive and determination
are invaluable in extending our vital efforts to help ani-
mals everywhere.”

TIME Kid of the Year shows Tejasvi Manoj on Front Page.
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President Trump Condemns Gruesome Beheading Of
Chandra Nagamallaiah

By A STAFF WRITER

resident Donald Trump made

a strong statement condemn-

ing the recent killing of Chandra

Nagamallaiah, a hotel manager

September 10, in Dallas, TX, by an
employee of the establishment.

Praising Nagamallaiah as “a well
respected person in Dallas, the President
posted the following statement on his
social media platform, Truth Social:

| am aware of the terrible reports regard-
ing the murder of Chandra Nagamallaiah, a
well respected person in Dallas, Texas, who
was brutally beheaded, in front of his wife
and son, by an ILLEGAL ALIEN from Cuba
who should have never been in our Country.
This individual was previously arrested for
terrible crimes, including child sex abuse,
grand theft auto, and false imprisonment, but
was released back into our Homeland under
incompetent Joe Biden because Cuba did not
want such an evil person in their Gountry.
Rest assured, the time for being soft on these
lllegal Immigrant Criminals is OVER under my
watch! Secretary of Homeland Security Kristi
Noem, Attorney General Pam Bondi, Border

PHOTO: FacEBOOK.coM/WHITEHOUSE
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1'am aware of the terrible reports regarding the murder of Chandra Nagamallaiah, a well

respected person in Dallas, Texas, who was brutally beheaded, in front of his wife and son,
by an ILLEGAL ALIEN from Cuba who should have never been in our Country. This
individual was previously arrested for terrible crimes, including child sex abuse, grand theft
auto, and false imprisonment, but was released back into our Homeland under incompetent
Joe Biden because Cuba did not want such an evil person in their Country. Rest assured,
the time for being soft on these lilegal Immigrant Criminals is OVER under my watcht
Secretary of Homeland Security Kristi Noem, Attorney General Pam Bondi, Border Czar Tom
Homan, and many others in my Administration, are doing an incredible job in, MAKING
AMERICA SAFE AGAIN. This criminal, who we have in custody, will be prosecuted to the
fullest extent of the Law. He will be charged with murder in the first degree!

the WHITE HOUSE

Czar Tom Homan, and many others in my
Administration, are doing an incredible
job in, MAKING AMERICA SAFE AGAIN.
This criminal, who we have in custody,
will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of
the Law. He will be charged with murder
in the first degree!

I

Nagamallaiah, 50, a motel man-
ager in Dallas, Texas, was killed on
the morning of Wednesday, Septem-

4783187.JPG

PHOTO: CRIME-SCENE_DREAMSTIME_L_G6.

ber 10, 2025, by Yordanis Cobos-Martinez,
37, an employee who was cleaning a room
along with another employee who was a
witness to the horrific crime at Downtown
Suites motel. Nagamallaiah came to the
room to tell the workers not to use a bro-
ken washing machine.

Cobos-Martinez,
according to news
reports quoting from
the affidavit, became
angry at not being
addressed directly
by Nagamallaiah,
and returned to the
room with a ma-
chete with which he
began slashing the
hotel manager. The
latter ran screaming
to the motel office
where his wife and
son were.The killer
pushed aside the
mother and son,
beheaded Nagamal-
laiah and dumped his head outside in a
dumpster.
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Congressman Subramanyam Gondemns Hate Crimes Against
Hindus, Demands Action

By A STAFF WRITER

ongressman Suhas Subraman-
yam, D-Virginia, condemned
violence against Hindus and their
faith establishments, in a speech
September 9, 2025, on the House floor,
calling for a comprehensive response.
(https://youtu.be/sYxyZDkOk84)

“Hate has no place in our communi-
ties and that’s why I condemn the recent
hateful attacks on Hindu temples and
mandirs all across the country,” Rep. Sub-
ramanyam said, listing specific incidents
over the last year. “From the BAPS Shri
Swaminarayan Mandir in Indiana to the
Shri Radha Krishna temple in Utah, sacred
spaces for faith communities have been
targeted with acts of hate, vandalism and
desecration,” he added.

According to the Indian American law-
maker, “These are not isolated incidents.
It's part of a rise in violence. It’s a part of a
rise in division in our country. It’s not just
happening to temples. It's happening to
all places of worship.”

The Coalition of Hindus of North
America (CoHNA), in its press release,
thanked Subramanyam for drawing atten-
tion to the issue.

“In just 18 months we have seen 7
physical attacks -mostly vandalism under
the cover of “anti-India speech,” target-
ing temple after temple. Even temples

PHOTO: SCREENSHOT FROM YOUTUBE
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Congressman Suhas Subramanyam speaking on the House floor

e) - DPeace
Appealfor Peace
We are deeply saddened that on the night of Aug 10, 2025, the
BAPS Swaminarayan Mandir in Greenwood, IN was
desecrated and vandalized with a message of hate and
intolerance. We have reported this hate erime to law

enforcement.

We sincerely appreciate the support of neighbors, public
officials, community members, and leaders against all forms of’
hate. We will continue to pray for peace and harmony amongst

people of all backgrounds and beliefs.

Om shanti shanti shanti.

PHOTO: X @BAPS.oRG

September 9, 2025, drawing attention to hate crimes against Hindu

Americans.

founded and run by Hindus from the
Caribbean and those born and brought
up in the US are not safe-making it clear
this is religious bigotry masquerading as
political speech,” CoHNA said.

It also faulted law enforcement, alleg-
ing it had not taken visible steps to tackle
the issue, nor study the problem.

“This absence of action, is the most
glaring example of Hinduphobia,” CoHNA
claimed, urging other lawmakers to also
raise the issue and demand action.

CoHNA also provided a “broader” list of
anti Hindu attacks which are available on

its website at cohna.org. Following is the

list it provided in its press release.

e IN-Aug 10, 2025: Vandalized with
messages like Death to Hindus, Death
to India’

e UT-June 18, 2025: Gunshots fired at
Krishna Temple near Spanish Fork

e CA-March 8, 2025: California’s Largest
Hindu Temple near LA Vandalized

e  MN-Dec 20, 2024: Man Threatens
Sri Venkateswara (Balaji) Temple
Complex

e CA-Sept 25,2023, CA: APS Swamina-
rayan Mandir in SacramentoVandal-

BAPS issued an Appeal for Peace.

ism

e NY-Sept 17, 2024, NY: BAPS Shri
Swaminarayan Mandir in Melville
Vandalized

e TX-Aug 26, 2024: Hindu Temple
in Sugar Land Hires Security After
Church Group’s Protest

e CA-Jan 5, 2024: Vijay’s Sherawali
Temple in Hayward Vandalized

e CA-Dec 23, 2023: SMVS Shri Swami-
narayan Temple in Newark Vandal-
ized

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know
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Disclaimer: Desi Talk makes no warranties or represen-
tations as to the accuracy of the content and assumes
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the content. Desi Talk is not responsible or liable for any
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VIEWPOINT

Commentary: PM Modji’s ‘Next-Gen’ GST: A New Dawn For

By TaruN CHUG

n a decisive and visionary move, our government
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi has deliv-
ered on its promise of a “double Diwali” for the
nation with the landmark approval of Next-Gen-
eration GST reforms. This sweeping overhaul,
which simplifies India’s tax system into a modern
two-tiered structure, is a testament to the Prime
Minister’s steadfast commitment to citizen welfare
and economic growth. Far more than a technical
adjustment, these reforms represent a bold reset
of India’s fiscal architecture, one that is politically
astute, economically potent, and socially inclusive.
Industry bodies such as the Confederation of Indian
Industry have hailed this move as a visionary step
that empowers businesses while directly benefit-
ing consumers through a simpler, transparent, and
growth-oriented tax regime. Citizens will feel the impact
in their household budgets, while businesses will gain
from predictability and reduced compliance burdens.

The idea of GST itself has a long history. It was first
proposed by Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s NDA government in
2000 when an empowered committee of state finance
ministers was established to reform the sales tax regime.
But the reform languished for years without serious
follow-through. It was only with Prime Minister Modi’s
conviction and consensus-building approach that the
dream of “One Nation, One Tax” finally turned into real-
ity. Within two years of being tabled in Parliament in
2014, the GST-related 101st Constitutional Amendment
was passed and ratified by the states, paving the way for
the midnight launch of GST on July 1, 2017. This reform
stitched together India’s fragmented indirect tax system,
subsuming more than 17 taxes and 13 cesses into a single
system. It eliminated the cascading tax-on-tax effect,
eased interstate trade, and created a unified national
market, fulfilling Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s dream of
building an economically integrated India.

By its 8th anniversary on July 1, 2025, GST had proven
its worth. India’s taxpayer base expanded from 66.5 lakh
in 2017 to 1.51 crore in 2025. Revenues doubled in just
four years, touching Rs. 22.08 lakh crore in FY 2024-25,
with an average monthly collection of over Rs. 2 lakh
crore compared to just Rs. 82,000 crore in 2017-18.
Compliance improved, evasion dropped, and MSMEs
found formalization easier. A Deloitte survey revealed
that 85 percent of respondents, including small enter-
prises, expressed satisfaction with GST, marking it as one
of the most widely accepted structural reforms of the last
decade.

The recent reform marks the most ambitious rational-
ization since its introduction. At the 56th GST Council
meeting, a historic consensus was reached to collapse the
complex multi-slab structure into just two principal rates:
5 percent for essentials and 18 percent as the standard
rate. Certain necessities have been exempted entirely
while a special 40 percent rate will continue for sin and
super-luxury goods. This new structure will be imple-
mented from 22nd September 2025 and is nothing less
than a re-engineering of the Indian tax system. Nearly 99
percent of items previously under the 12 percent slab are
moving to 5 percent, and about 90 percent of goods taxed
at 28 percent will now fall under 18 percent. This reform
is not tinkering at the margins but a wholesale simpli-
fication that aligns India’s tax regime with global best
practices, ensuring long-term stability, predictability, and
direct relief to citizens.

The timing is as significant as the substance. India
today faces global trade headwinds ranging from vola-
tile oil markets to tariff wars. Instead of retreating, the
government has leaned into India’s biggest strength, its
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robust domestic consumption engine which makes up 61
percent of GDP. The GST cuts are designed as a consump-
tion-led booster shot to increase household disposable
income, drive demand, and cushion external shocks.
Rolling out just ahead of the festive season is deliberate
and strategic, ensuring immediate benefits to consumers
and stimulating spending during India’s peak demand
cycle. The virtuous cycle that follows—higher consump-
tion leading to higher production, larger tax base, and
stronger revenues—will sustain the broader growth story.

Economic projections validate this optimism. NITI
Aayog, along with independent institutions such as
EY, Standard Chartered, and HSBC, places India’s GDP
growth this fiscal at 6.5 percent, consistent with govern-
ment targets. The incremental impact of GST reforms,
while modest in percentage points, is highly directional
and underpins medium-term stability. The inflation
impact is equally critical. With GST reduced on nearly 300
essential items, the State Bank of India projects head-
line CPI inflation will moderate by 25 to 30 basis points
this year, with further relief of 40 to 45 basis points from
rationalization of services. Together, this means inflation
easing by 65 to 75 basis points over two years, a substan-
tial relief for citizens that translates into more affordable
living.

For households, the relief is visible and immedi-
ate. A wide array of daily-use essentials has shifted to
the 5 percent slab or nil rate. Soaps, toothpaste, hair
oil, shampoos, and shaving products are now cheaper.
Packaged food like namkeens, biscuits, chocolates, jams,
pickles, juices, and coffee have all dropped in rate, as
have kitchen staples like butter, ghee, cheese, sugar, and
dry fruits. Educational supplies such as exercise books,
pencils, crayons, erasers, maps, and atlases have been
brought to zero tax, making education more affordable
for families. For the aspirational middle class, consumer
durables such as air conditioners, refrigerators, dish-
washers, and large TVs have shifted from 28 percent to 18
percent, while services like hotels, gyms, salons, and yoga
sessions are now at 5 percent, boosting both affordability
and sectors like hospitality and wellness.

Sectors across the economy have been targeted with
precision. Farmers benefit directly with tractors, har-
vesters, and irrigation equipment all moved down to
5 percent, reducing their input costs and stabilizing
food prices. Medicines and life-saving drugs for cancer
and rare diseases are now fully exempt, while all other
medicines including Ayurveda, Unani, and Siddha are
taxed at just 5 percent. Diagnostic kits, thermometers,
and essential medical devices have also seen major
reductions. For households, health and life insurance
premiums have been exempted entirely, advancing the
government’s long-term vision of Mission Insurance for
All by 2047. Automobiles are another big winner, with
two-wheelers up to 350cc and small cars now taxed at 18
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percent instead of 28 percent. Three-wheelers, pas-
senger vehicles, and auto components have all seen
similar reductions, providing a much-needed push
to both domestic demand and exports.

MSMEg, textiles, and handicrafts stand to gain
immensely. Labour-intensive sectors like man-made
fibres and artisan goods see duty corrections and
lower rates, improving competitiveness and preserv-
ing rural livelihoods. Renewable energy adoption
too will accelerate as solar heaters, cookers, bam-
boo flooring, and eco-friendly building materials
now fall under the 5 percent slab, aligning fiscal
incentives with India’s COP climate commitments.
Construction inputs like cement have been cut from
28 percent to 18 percent, reducing costs for hous-
ing and infrastructure, while materials like granite,
particle boards, and wooden pallets have also seen
reductions, easing the burden on small builders and
the construction industry.

The reform is not just about rate cuts but about fixing
long-standing structural issues. Inverted duty structures,
which trapped working capital and hurt MSMEs, are
being corrected. A new technology-driven GST registra-
tion scheme ensures approval within three days for 96
percent of low-risk applicants, cutting red tape for small
businesses and startups. Exporters, who previously faced
months-long delays in receiving refunds, will now be
reimbursed within seven days under a new enhanced
mechanism. The introduction of E-Way Bill 2.0 with
real-time synchronization guarantees zero downtime for
logistics operators, strengthening India’s digital backbone
for trade and transport.

Politically, the reforms showcase the Modi govern-
ment’s ability to build consensus. Despite diverse politi-
cal and fiscal interests, the GST Council unanimously
backed the new framework, a true reflection of coopera-
tive federalism in action. Economically, it demonstrates
the maturity of India’s institutions to create a predictable,
simple, and globally competitive tax system. Socially, it
underscores the government’s faith in people-led growth,
where every rupee saved in household budgets can fuel
national prosperity.

From Vajpayee ji’s pioneering idea in 2000 to Prime
Minister Modi’s historic rollout in 2017 and now this bold
rationalization in 2025, GST embodies India’s journey
of economic integration. It is the story of moving from a
fragmented tax system to a unified and modern regime
aligned with the dream of Viksit Bharat, a developed
India. The Next-Gen GST is not just about simplifying tax
rates, it is about reducing household burdens, spurring
industry, encouraging MSMEs, empowering farmers, and
making healthcare affordable. It is about stability, pre-
dictability, and fairness in taxation. Above all, it is about
building a nation where growth and prosperity are shared
by all citizens.

These reforms will be remembered as alandmark in
India’s economic journey. They consolidate eight years
of progress, double down on citizen welfare, and set the
foundation for a stronger, more resilient economy. By
simplifying processes, reducing compliance burdens,
and easing the cost of living,
the Modi government has once
again placed the common man
at the heart of reform. The Next-
: Gen GST is not merely a fiscal
{ reset but a historic step that will

leave behind a lasting legacy
of affordability, inclusivity, and
prosperity for generations to
come.

The author is the National General
Secretary of Bharatiya Janata Party.

Disclaimer:The views and opinions expressed on this page are those of the authors and Parikh Worldwide Media does not officially endorse, and is not responsible or liable for them.
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Gujarati Literary Academy Of North America Hosts Successful
13th Biennial Convention

By A STAFF WRITER

he Gujarati Literary Academy of
North America (GLAONA) hosted
its 13th Biennial Convention
starting Friday, September 5, and
ending September 7, at the Shera- - 3
ton Edison Hotel. The three-day event rPr
brought together hundreds of community N |

¢
A

members, writers, artists, and dignitaries
who celebrated Gujarati literature and
culture in the diaspora, a press release
from organizers said.

The convention commenced Sep-
tember 5, with a prayer by Darshana
Zala, followed by a warm welcome from
President of GLAONA Ashish Desai, and
Gini Malavia, and a guest introduction by
Babu Suthar.

The inaugural session featured an
inspiring keynote address by Chief Guest
Dr. Khevana Desai from Mumbai.

An awards ceremony was also held
the same day conducted by Apexa Dave,
where:

The Shri Chunilal Velji Mehta Award
2025 was conferred upon Kishor Desai,

The Shri Ramesh Parekh Award 2025
was presented to Navin Shah, and

The very first Lifetime Achievement
Award 2025 was bestowed upon eminent
diaspora poet Panna Naik.

The concluding session attended by
some 175 people was “An Evening with
Poet, Speaker, Storyteller, multitalented
Shri Dr. Raeesh Maniar,” moderated by
Gini Malavia.

Saturday began with a thought-provok-
ing session “Hu ane Maru Sarjan” (Me and
My Creation), moderated by Natwar Gan-
dhi, featuring diaspora and Gujarat-based
authors including Madhu “Rye” Thaker,
Dr. Nimitt Oza, Jayesh Bhogayata, Nilesh
Rana, Ashok Vidvas, and Suchi Vyas.

This was followed by a Granth Vimo-
chan (Book Release) session, led by Gini

i
-
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From left, Manilal Patel, Madhu Rai, Jay:

Dr. Nimitt Oza, right, a poet who spoke
at the event.

Malavia, with contributions from Ma-
nilal H. Patel, Panna Naik, Madhu Rye,
Prarthana Jha, Rekha Sindhal, Jayshree
Merchant, Arvind Amin, along with the
announcement of numerous other dias-
pora authors’ recent publications.

In the afternoon, the convention

N
\J.

) ;‘:u S

Convention held in Edison, NJ.

and Manilal H. Patel.

FDA Official Vinay Prasad Regains
Chief Medical Officer Title

By RAcHEL COHRS ZHANG

op Food and Drug Administration regulator Vi-

nay Prasad has regained his role as the agency’s

chief medical and scientific officer after he

abruptly departed and then came back to the
agency, according to an update on the agency’s website
Thursday, September 11, 2025.

Prasad returned as the agency’s top regulator for
vaccines and gene therapies as head of the Center for
Biologics Evaluation and Research on Aug. 9. The ad-
ditional chief medical officer role expands his influence
and includes representing the agency’s perspective
on medical and scientific matters. The position is also
listed as having a leadership role in choosing which
companies will benefit from a program to accelerate
some drug reviews if they align with the agency’s priori-

ties.

Department of Health and Human Services spokes-
person Rich Danker confirmed that Prasad had re-
sumed his position as chief medical and scientific
officer.

Prasad unexpectedly left the agency on July 29 after a
conservative backlash in part over his handling of safety
issues with Sarepta Therapeutics Inc.’s gene therapy.
Laura Loomer, an ally of President Donald Trump, had
said he was not aligned with the president’s agenda and
aggressively lobbied against his return.

Though Prasad was in his role for less than three
months before his ouster, he managed to stir controver-
sy at the agency. He demanded more studies of Covid
vaccines, overruled his own scientific review staff and
took a confrontational approach that gave critics fodder
to claim he could stymie scientific innovation.

-BLOOMBERG

esh Bhogayata, Dr. Raeesh Maniar, Dr. Nimitt Oza, Krushna Dave,
Anil Chavda, poets and authors on stage at the Gujarati Literary Academy of North America’s 13th Biennial

Ashish Desai, president of the Gujarati Literary
Academy of North America.

hosted “21st Century Challenges in Litera-
ture,” chaired by Dr. Khevana Desai, with
speakers including Dr. Nimitt Oza, Jayesh
Bhogayata, Babu Suthar, Arpan Yagnik,

The poetry session “Mari Kavita, Mari
Olakh” (My Poetry, My Identity), was mod-

PHOTO: FDA.GOV

erated by Jayesh Bhogayata, and featured
recitations by Raeesh Maniar, Krushna
Dave, Anil Chavda, Jayshree Merchant,
Asharaf Dabawala, and Madhumati
Mehta.

The evening concluded with Vachikam
(dramatic readings), coordinated by Prar-
thana Jha Bhatt, including “Chatushkon”
(an adaptation of A. R. Gurney’s play by
Madhu Rye) performed by Vijay Thakkar
and Durga Bhatt, and “Clean Bold” writ-
ten and performed by Dr. Khevana Desai.

On Sunday, the final day, began with a
Reflections session, moderated by Babu
Suthar, with insightful contributions from
Rambhai and Bhanuben Gadhavi, Manilal
H. Patel, Dr. Nimitt Oza, Jayesh Bhogay-

ata, Raeesh Maniar, Krushna Dave, and
&~ Durga Bhatt.

This was followed by a lively Diaspora
Poetry Reading, led by Raeesh Maniar,
featuring Mona Nayak, Anil Chavda, Prar-
thana Jha, Asharaf Dabawala, Jayshree

o ¢ A7l (@2 gy g ef iy * Merchant, Nilesh Rana, and Madhumati
| ) Mebhta.
o 2 CULTURAL & COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS
In addition to literary sessions, the con-
° ¢ vention also showcased Gujarati Sugam
X Sangeet performances by Krushanu and
Y Diti Majmundar from Washington, D.C.

Attendees praised the convention for
its diverse programming, warm hospital-
ity, and seamless organization, the press
release said. “This convention is not just
about literature—it’s about celebrating
our roots, building bridges across genera-
tions, and keeping Gujarati alive in our
hearts,” said Ashish Desai, President of
GLAONA.

GLAONA extended its gratitude to
all partners, including ITV Gold (Parikh
Worldwide Media), sponsors, volunteers,
authors, poets, and community who
together made the 13th Convention a
success.

Vinay Prasad, FDA’s Director of the Center for Biologics Evaluation and
Research.
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By Dr. PREM KuMAR SHARMA

ARIES:Your financial condition looks promis-
ing, especially in the early part of

the week, with profits surpassing

expectations. However, property-

related matters within the fam-
ily may create unease, so handle
them with patience. Try not to withdraw into
yourself; maintaining open connections with
friends and relatives will help. Jumping into a
rebound relationship may not be wise at this
stage. Students exploring options abroad must
carefully consider the financial responsibilities
involved before committing.

TAURUS: Expert advice can guide you closer

to achieving your fitness aspirations.
H Speaking confidently may help you

present old ideas in a refreshing
way. Monetary gains seem likely as
planetary support strengthens your prospects.
A romantic getaway to a scenic destination
may rejuvenate couples. This week also holds
scope for a family gathering or celebration, of-
fering you cherished bonding moments.

GEMINI: Efforts you make this week can nur-
ture harmony in personal relation-
ships. Discussing worries with your
partner may bring clarity and com-
fort. A spontaneous spiritual jour-
ney with family could leave lasting
memories, provided you remain open-minded.
Engaging in hobbies may also benefit your
overall well-being. When it comes to property
dealings, ensure that proper documentation is
maintained to prevent future disputes.

CANCER: This is a favourable time to chan-
nel your savings into a productive
o\ venture. Strong sales growth can
J support professional transforma-
tion. Domestic matters may gradu-
ally stabilize, allowing you greater
control. Romantic ties appear warm, ensuring
cherished moments with your partner. Nego-
tiations regarding leases could end on a posi-
tive note. If travel seems overwhelming now,
postponing it would be the best option.

LEO: To outshine competitors, careful planning
will be essential. Your creativity may
62 others doubt. Travel is likely to bring
new opportunities and encounters

worth cherishing. Pursuing activities

beneficial. Staying committed to a nutritious
diet and fitness can secure long-term health.
You may also feel drawn toward offering con-

pave the way for success in areas
that inspire happiness and progress will prove
tributions to a spiritual cause.

VIRGO: Well-analysed investments may yield
exceptional financial gains this
week. On the romantic front, your
efforts are likely to bring encour-
aging results. A disciplined fitness
routine could uplift your mood and

energy. Striving for excellence may lead to re-

markable achievements. Fresh graduates may
secure employment that aligns with their skills.

Taking time to acknowledge loved ones will

strengthen bonds, while your growing presence

in social circles enhances popularity.

LIBRA: Smart investments may start deliver-

ing rewarding results, boosting your financial
prospects. Handle interactions with senior

E-mail: psharma@premastrologer.com Contact No - 01147033152/40532026

family members respectfully to
avoid conflicts. For singles, social
events and family outings may pres-
ent opportunities to meet someone
special. Avoid acting hastily in mat-
ters of importance, as it may lead to setbacks.
Pay close attention to your well-being, especial-
ly during long work-related journeys. Postpone
major real estate commitments for now.

)

SCORPIO: Prioritizing a consistent exercise
regime will positively impact your

health. Improved finances may al-

low you to purchase a luxury item

you have long admired. A seaside
vacation with family promises re-
laxation and fun. Property-related matters and
financial negotiations look favourable, raising
the possibility of acquiring your dream house
or land. Though challenges may arise, the
overall outcome of the week appears positive.
Meeting someone inspirational could influence
your future path profoundly.

SAGITTARIUS: Strong commitment in re-
lationships promises stability and
long-term happiness for couples.

% Your positive outlook can encour-
age family members to resolve
past disagreements. Professionally,

focusing on performance will help you excel.
Financial security also looks attainable with
careful planning. Open discussions with your
partner about money matters can ensure great-
er gains. Prioritizing health may bring swift
improvements. The week holds the potential
for effortless progress and recognition.

CAPRICORN: Your earnings may grow
steadily, promising stability over

time. Creative approaches at work

could bring opportunities and rec-

ognition from seniors. For those in
long relationships, the possibility
of marriage becomes stronger. A big purchase,
such as a car or property, may soon material-
ize. While chasing opportunities is wise, avoid
distractions that don’t serve your growth. Stay-
ing practical will ensure smooth progress this
week.

AQUARIUS: Avoid committing to agreements
that could burden your finances in
AN Fhe futu}*e. Practicing moderation

in spending is essential now. Some
M couples may receive good news re-
garding parenthood. Setting out on
a solo trip may be rewarding and trouble-free.
Unexpected encounters on a holiday could
spark instant romantic connections. Do not ig-
nore even minor health issues—early care will
prove beneficial. Adopting a more open mind-
set may bring peace within the family.

PISCES: Family tensions may arise if elders in-
sist on unanimous decisions. For im-

portant assignments, extra effort will
)’( be needed to ensure success. Trust-

ing your instincts will lead to favour-
able outcomes. Wedding prospects
may brighten for couples in long-standing rela-
tionships. Work-related travel can expand your
professional network and bring useful contacts.
Before making significant choices such as prop-
erty purchases, seek advice from experienced
mentors to stay safe.
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World Hindi Foundation Holds 25th Annual Gonvention

i K
By A STAFF WRITER ”w Kl
i
he World Hindi Foundation held its \
25th Annual Convention Septem- ™
ber 6, 2025, at Royal Albert’s Palace, ‘.
Fords, NJ. i -

The event attracted a large gath-
ering and included the Ganesh Vandana
and other cultural program including a
Kavi Sammelan featureing Anoop Bhar- :
gava, Abhinav Shukla, and Dr. Bhuvan b
Mohini. The Navrang Dance Academy .
and Nataraja Dance Academy performed
colorful dances.

There was also a Hindi play performed
by Amy Meta of the Prayog Theater Group.
There was also a health session on

P

PHOTOS: ITV GOLD

metabolic syndrome. The event was a
celebration of language, culture and com-
munity.

Among the distinguished guests was
Woodbridge Township Mayor John Mc-
Carthy. Introduced by organizers as the
longest-serving mayor in New Jersey.

Padma Shri recipient Dr. Sudhir Parikh,
Chairman of Parikh Worldwide Media,
was a guest of honor, and among those
recognized with an award. Dr. Parikh
thanked the Mayor for attending the
community attempt, calling it an honor.
The Mayor also presented a recognition
plaques to entrepreneur Nitin Seth, “title
sponsor “of the event, and to Savitri
Kailash Sharma, who along with her hus-
band founded the World Hindi Founda-
tion.

The Mayor who said he was invited
by Sharad Agarwal, read a proclamation
recognizing the World Hindi Foundation,
founded in 2000, for “maintaining the
mission of promoting global awareness

Special Guests at the World Hindi Convention Sept. 6, in New Jersey, including

Mayor of WoodbridgeTownship John McCarthy.

Padma Shri recipient Dr. Sudhir Parikh, chairman of Parikh Worldwide Media,

getting an award from World Hindi Foundation, being presented by

Woodbridge Mayor John McCarthy, Sept. 6, 2025.

of Hindji, support economic development,

and preserve cultural identity among
Hindi-speaking communities. The proc-
lamation praised WHF for hosting annual
Hindi conventions with cultural pro-
grams and youth engagement, publishes
a Hindi magazine, provides scholarships
and academic support to Hindi students
throughout partnership with universities
to establish Hindi programs.”

Seth, speaking in Hindi to ITV Gold,
noted that Hindi was the mother tongue
of those at the gathering, He noted that
while everyone was born in India, and is
now in the US, Hindi is the lifeline and a
link to their culture. In a globalized world,
he said, it was important to protect one’s
own heritage.

A section of the audience at the World Hindi Foundation Convention Sept. 6, 2025, in New Jersey.

Rep. Ami Bera Denounces Medicaid Cuts; Lauds Work Of
Planned Parenthood

By A STAFF WRITER

ongressman Dr. Ami Bera, D-California, on
September 9, 2025, joined fellow members of
the Democratic Doctors Caucus and Planned
Parenthood Federation of America President
and CEO Alexis McGill Johnson, to warn against cuts
to Medicaid, describing them as having a “devastat-
ing” impact on access to affordable, high-quality
care provided by Planned Parenthood health centers
across the country.

“Since President Trump’s “Big, Beautiful Bill” was
signed into law, its provision blocking Medicaid pa-
tients from receiving care at Planned Parenthood has
been temporarily halted by the courts. If reinstated,

tive Bera is quoted saying in the press release.

Lawmakers noted that for many individuals in rural
and underserved areas, Planned Parenthood centers
are often the only accessible source of care for people
in rural and underserved areas for critical primary and
preventive care services, such as cancer screenings,
STI testing and treatment, chronic disease manage-
ment, and general wellness visits.

“And what Donald Trump’s bill — the big, ugly bill
that House Republicans passed — does is it takes
away that primary service, those community health
center services, from so many Americans, particularly
Americans in rural Aerica,” Bera added.

At an open press conference on Capitol Hill, Dr.
Bera was accompanied by several Democratic doctors
as well as the CEO of Planned Parenthood. He was

there he said, “Cause we're going to fight. We're going
to fight every day. And don’t mess with Planned Par-
enthood — that’s why I got my boxing glove on here.”

Bera went on to praise Planned Parenthood for do-
ing more than just providing reproductive health care
services, but rather it was the sole provider of primary
health care services in many communities around the
country.

the provision could force up to 200 health centers to ‘ . |

close, putting the health care of 1.1 million Medicaid , | !
patients at risk, the press release from Bera’s office Congressman Ami Bera on Capitol Hill September 9, 2025, speaking during a
said. press conference on changes to Medicaid.

“What Planned Parenthood does is so much more
than just reproductive health care. They're a leader
there in reproductive health care. But in many com-
munities across this country, they're the sole provider of

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know
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primary care services to women and men,” Representa-
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Old Bridge, NJ 08857
Tel: 732-727-2530
Fax: 732-441-0490

926 North Wood Ave
Linden, NJ 07036
Tel: 908-925-3318
Fax: 908-95-86462

65 Mountain Blvd. Ext. 107
Warren, NJ 07059
Tel: 732-627-0900
Fax: 732-560-7388

D3 Brier Hall Ct.
East Brunswick, NJ 08816
Tel: 732-257-4008
Fax: 732-257-1958

25 Kensington Ave,
Jersey City, NJ 07304
Tel: (201) 434-4932

90 Millburn Ave,
Ste 200, Millburn NJ 07041
Tel: 973-763-5787
Fax: 973-763-8568

TOLL FREE 1-800-535-5227

NEW YORK CITY - ALLERGY & ASTHMA ASSOCIATES OF MURRAY HILL
WWW.ALLERGYASTHMANYC.COM

NEW YORK LOCATIONS - ASTHMA ALLERGY MEDICAL CARE (SUDHIR PARIKH, M.D., P.C.)

68 Nassau Road 111 Smithtown Bypass 2004 Grand Avenue 984 North Broadway 118-21 Queens Blvd

. Huntington, Suite 219 Baldwin, Suite 307 Suite 601,
161 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10016 NY 11743 Hauppauge, NY 11788 NY 11510 Yonkers, NY 10701 Forest Hills, NY 11375
Tel: 212-685-4225, Fax: 212-696-5682 Tel: 631-423-5590 Tel: 631-724-3355 Tel: 516-223-7656 Tel: 914-476-8877 Tel: 718-544-2066

Fax: 631-423-9137 Fax: 631-724-9751 Tel: 516-223-7656 Fax: 914-476-4754 Fax: 718-544-6664

Looking for a shipping partner?
ShipGlobal leads the way!

Express Services

Air Freight
Warehousing
eCommerce Solutions
Domestic Trucking

SHIP GLOBAL

G LOBALSHIFP R

The country in your heart is never too far, 5-7 days delivery to India

212 382 1741 | sales@shipglobal.us
www.shipglobal.us
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MOTEL HELP WANTED

MOTEL

MOTEL HELP WANTED

ST. LOUIS MO
Wanted Housekeeper for Franchise
Motel in St. Louis MO
Good Salary and Accommodation
Provided.Legal Status Require.
CALL 314-497-3292 or 314-330-4621

08/29-09/19 MS

IL STATE NEAR ST LOUIS
Looking for housekeeping couple for
Franchise Motel . Accommodation will
be provided. Good salary.
Call Maheshbhai: 618-593-5034

09/19-10/10 MS

FLORIDA/ OHIO,
Wyndham Franchise Hotels hiring
Night Auditor / Front Desk
(Experienced) and Housekeeping
(Single or Couple).
Accommodation provided.

Call/Text: 850-273-8541
09/19-10/17 SH

LANCASTER,PA
Franchise hotels in Lancaster,
PA very close to Harrisburg needs
couples or singles for housekeeping
and front desk work. Legal status
must. Accommodations will be
provided. Homely atmosphere.
Please call NC Desai at
717-314-8429 for additional
information. If no answer, please
leave a message,will return calls

immediately
09/05-09/26 SD

FLORIDA
Urgent Help Needed
Franchise Multiple Motels in Florida
needs experienced live-in manager-
Housekeepers couple, Night

auditor, Accountant and front desk
person and Wyndham,Choice and

Hilton experienced GMS. Must be
franchised experience. LOOKING

FOR FULL TIME DRIVER HELP.
Call or Text: B.P 386-566-8761or

email:bps1018@gmail.com
09/05-09/26 SD

NORTH CAROLINA
Choice Hotel needs an experienced
single person for the
Night Auditor Front Desk.
Must be legal.
Accommodation provided.
Attractive salary.
STUDENTS PLS DO NOT CALL.
Call : 252-767-5252
nc802_27536@yahoo.com

09/19-10/17 SH

MARYLAND
We need 2 persons to manage small
local independent Motel in Baltimore.
Duties include managing the house-
keeping, office and preventive main-
tenance. Must have legal status and
must be able to speak good English.
Accommodation is
attached to the office.

Call 410-627-0374.
08/29-09/19-SD

Need Hotel Manager and IHG certified
Managers with fluent English and
Computer knowledge. Also need a
Housekeeping Couple. Experience

preferred, ready to train. Good salary,

free accommodation and Legal must.
Email resume: peter@pdkhotels.

com / (503) 888 6455
08/22-09/19 SL

NC/FL/PA/VA
Durham, NC- Jacksonville, FL-

Bethlehem, PA and Dumfries, VA
located hotels need Single or couple
for laundry, Breakfast, housekeeping
and front desk help. Accommodation

will be provided with hourly salary.

Legal status must.

Contact: 609-209-1629
09/05-09/26 SD

MOTEL HELP WANTED

OKI/TXINY
Franchise Motels in (1) Chickasha,
OK (2) St Antonio- TX need
Front desk help (3)Utica- Upstate
New York need Housekeeping help.
Couple or single (for all locations).
Accommodation provided.
Contact: Mike: 661-373-1528

(Text only)
08/29-09/19-SD

MERRILLVILLE, INDIANA
(Close to Chicago)

Need Single / Couple for
Housekeeping, Houseman,
Front Desk help for Franchise hotel in
Indiana. Ready to train.

Free on-site accommodation with a
personal kitchen provided.
Email:58541wyndham@gmail.com /

Text 917.683.6569
09/12-10/03 SL

AKRON,OH
A franchise hotel in Akron, Ohio

needs a couple for housekeeping.
Guaranteed 20 to 30 rooms per day.
The hotel has an interior corridor with
2 elevators. Accommodation will be

provided with a kitchen.
Legal status must.

Contact: 330-861-9157/330-861-9142
09/12-10/10 SD

NEW JERSEY
Need Single / Couple Front Desk /
Night Auditor for independent motel in
Cherry Hill, South Jersey.
Experience preferred, computer
literate and Legal must.
Free accommodation provided.
Call (804) 366 2127

09/12-10/03 SL

MAKE EVERY

AD COUNT
Hit the right

audience today!

Jreiciziis [NewsBAL

BT W WW.NEWSINDIATIMES.COM

NEW YORK & MARYLAND
GARDEN CITY, LONG ISLAND,
NEW YORK Franchise Hotel and

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND Franchise
Hotel seeks FRONT DESK CLERKS
and NIGHT AUDITORS with fluent
English and computer skills looking
for long-term employment with
excellent salary and accommodation
provided. Manager positions available
with experience and education looking
for growth-oriented company and
bonus potential.
CALL/TEXT: (516) 946-1000
or Email Info/Resume to:

hoteljobsny@gmail.com
09/12-10/10 SD

Experienced couple to run two hotels
in Seaford, DE and Easton, MD .
This is a Low Investment
partnership or lease opportunity.
Furnished onsite apartment provided.

CALL (609)-892-4768.
08/29-09/19 SL

UPSTATE NY
Motel in Upstate New York
immediately need couple or single
for front desk. Good salary with
accommodation provided.
Call 571-268-7937 or 347-244-0589
08/29-09/26 - SD
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MISCELLANEOUS

ELITE 40 + years US based
multi millionaire Hindu Family seeking
US Citizens alliances (Caste no bar)
36~40, well educated,for their
beautiful educated US Citizen
daughter 38/ 5" 3", family business.
Bio/photos:
shubhkalyan108@gmail.com
whatsapp +1 945 225 5317

08/29-10/03 SH

Get Boost Infinite!

Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G Networks,
One Low Price! Call Today and Get The

Latest iPhone Every Year On Us!
844-329-9391
NY SCAN

TV INTERNET PHONE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET.
If you are overpaying for your service,
call now for a free quote and see how
much you can save!
1-833-323-0160
NY SCAN

Prepare for power outages today with
a Generac Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year war-

ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-877-516-1160 today to schedule
a free quote. It's not just a generator.
It's a power move.

NY SCAN

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES

BUSINESS/SERVICES DIRECTORY

EVALUATION
For foreign degree evaluation,
immigration help, college
admission, language
translation/interpretation
Please call us
718-445-2790
or visit
www.degreeevaluationcom
www.translationmaster.org

08/15-11/14- SH

DEGREE EVALUATION ACCOUNTANTS/CPA ACCOUNTANTS/CPA
IMMIGRATION HELP & ANJAY ACCOUNTAX SERVICE NJ LLC
FOREIGN DEGREE TEJAS S. KAPADIA, ESQ. Harish Hathiwala, CPA

Waldwick, NJ 07463
201-632-1529
tejas@kapadialaw.com

Real Estate, Business,
Wills (Estate Planning),
Immigration & General
Law, Practicing in
New York & New Jersey.
Enrolled Agent with IRS.

08/15-08/07/26-sd

MUSIC

Calderone School of Music

ESTABLISHED 1975 NJ Registered Professional Provider

Private Lessons on All Instruments
and Virtual Lessons.

East Hanover (973) 428-0405
Springfield (973) 467-4688
www.calderoneschoolofmusic.com

7/26-07/18/25-sd

ACCOUNTANTS/CPA

HEMISH S. KAPADIA, CPA, EA, MBA, MS
SUSHIL T. KAPADIA, CPA, EA, ACA

Enrolled Agent with IRS, Certified
Public Accountant, Chartered
Accountant, Former Tax Auditor &
Assistant to Income Tax Commissioner - NYC.
44+ years in practice.

Tel: (201) 444-4648

08/15-08/07/26-sd

epaper.desitalk.com

Specializing in
Accounting , Auditing , Income Tax
Individual - Business « Corporation
New Business Set Up Service
Jersey City: (201) 656-2000
NY City: (212) 714-1988
Central Jersey: (908) 837-9030
Orlando: (407) 403-6582

07/04- 06/26/26-sd

ACCOUNTANTS/CPA
HOW TO CREATE TAX FREE ASSETS?

e
SHIV KUMAR SAHANI

Agent, New York Life insurance Co.
646-644-0174
b Oun Yeam O Agents Are Ready Yo Help!
PRIYA SAHANI - (917) 723-6684
RAVI SURTI - (614) 578-7070
ARISH K. SAHANI - (646) 644-2139

ki SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1972
"Making Friends Through Service" X

-06/06/25-06/29/25sd

o

SERVICES

TRAVEL SERVICES

TV INTERNET PHONE

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get cash
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling
Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-704-5670
NY SCAN

PEST CONTROL:
PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and

other pests. Locally owned and afford-
able. Call for service or an inspection
today! 1-833-549-0598 Have zip code of
property ready when calling!
NY SCAN

Consumer Cellular -

the same reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees and activation is
free. All plans feature unlimited talk and
text, starting at just $20/month.
For more information,

call 1-844-919-1682

NY SCAN|

SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS!
Up to 75% More than 500 AIRLINES
and 300,000 HOTELS across the world.
Let us do the research for
you for FREE!

Call: 877 988 7277

NY SCAN|

DIRECTV
All your entertainment. Nothing on your
roof! Sign up for Direct and get your
first three months of Max, Paramount+,
Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax
included. Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918
NY SCAN|

UNLOCK THE DOOR
TO A LIFETIME OF

t%'/?/)m&fes',
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POST YOUR AD TODAY, AND LET US
CONNECT YOU WITH POTENTIAL

MATCHES!
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G, FREE ENTRY

For Participation 1PMto 8:30 PM

Cultural Events, Dance Competitions, Entertainment, Food, Shopping,
Fun Activities, Mehndi, Kids Tattoo, Diwali Bazaar, Fashion Show, Food Court, and a lot more.

S
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VIEWPOINT

Narendra Modi At 75: A Statesman Bridging India With

By JAGDISH SEWHANI

s Prime Minister Narendra Modi turns 75 on

September 17, 2025, it marks more than a per-

sonal milestone. It offers a moment to reflect on

how one of the most consequential leaders of

the 21st century has shaped India’s journey and
global standing.

Born in Vadnagar, Gujarat, Modi’s rise—from a mod-
est childhood to becoming India’s longest-serving prime
minister in recent decades—is a story of grit, vision, and
unrelenting drive. Over the past decade, he has rede-
fined India’s engagement with its diaspora and elevated
its voice on the world stage in ways few leaders before
him have managed.

*STRENGTHENING THE DIASPORA BOND*

Among his most defining initiatives has been a
heartfelt outreach to the global Indian community. Modi %
recognized early that the dlaspora was not just a cultural 5
bridge but a strategic partner in nation-building.

In July 2025, during his visit to Trinidad and Tobago,
he extended Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) eligibility to
sixth-generation descendants of the Indian diaspora—
recognizing communities that left the subcontinent
more than a century ago yet preserved language, cul-
ture, and traditions with devotion. A similar announce-
ment in Mauritius earlier in March extended OCI
privileges to the seventh generation of Indian-origin
citizens there.

Coupled with the launch of a modernized OCI portal
in May 2025, these moves underscored a clear message:
India no longer views its diaspora from a distance. It
embraces them as stakeholders in the country’s rise.

TO: X.COM @NARENDRAMODI

*GLOBAL RECOGNITION AND DIPLOMACY*

Parallel to this people-centric approach has been
Modi’s transformation into one of the world’s most
decorated leaders. In 2025 alone, he became the first
Indian to receive Mauritius’s highest civilian honor, the
Grand Commander of the Order of the Star and Key
of the Indian Ocean. He was awarded Cyprus’s Grand
Cross of the Order of Makarios III. These joined a grow-
ing list of honours from nations as varied as Egypt, Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, and Dominica—signals that the world
now views India as both a rising power and a respon-
sible partner.

The World

Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

But Modi’s diplomacy is not about accolades. It
is strategic and forward-looking. His historic visit to
Cyprus—the first by an Indian prime minister—paved
the way for cooperation in energy and technology. In
London, a landmark trade deal with Prime Minister Keir
Starmer promised to expand markets for Indian textiles
and automobiles while deepening collaboration in
services and innovation. Across the Indo-Pacific, Modi
has carefully positioned India as a stabilizing force amid
shifting geopolitical currents.

*BUILDING CONSENSUS ON THE WORLD STAGE*

At moments of global division, Modi has shown skill
in forging consensus. The 2023 G20 Summit in New
Delhi was a notable example. Amid rifts over the Russia—
Ukraine war, he steered member states toward a joint
declaration rooted in cooperation. India’s presidency
also saw the African Union inducted as a permanent
member of the G20—widely hailed as historic and em-
blematic of Modi’s commitment to amplifying the voice
of the Global South.

From the launch of the India—Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor to the Global Biofuel Alliance, Modi

Embassy O0f India
Washington DC

Statement On Visit Of Team Led By Assistant
US Trade Representative To India

team of officials from the office of United States
Trade Representative led by Chief Negotiator,
India US Bilateral Trade Agreement nego-
iations Mr.Brendan Lynch visited India on
September 16, 2025. They held discussions with officials
from Department of Commerce, led by Special Secre-
tary, Department of Commerce on India-US trade ties

including on the India-US Bilateral Trade Agreement.

Acknowledging the enduring importance of bilateral
trade between India and the U.S., the discussions were
positive and forward looking covering various aspects
of the trade deal. It was decided to intensify efforts to
achieve early conclusion of a mutually beneficial Trade
Agreement.

PHOTO: PROVIDED

has consistently positioned India as a driver of sustain-
able and inclusive growth.

*TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION AS DIPLOMACY*

Under Modji, India’s technological achievements have
become a key instrument of soft power. National Space
Day has highlighted India’s milestones in lunar and in-
terplanetary exploration, advanced propulsion systems,
and semiconductor development. Meanwhile, India’s
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) has found adoption
in countries like Mauritius and Trinidad & Tobago—an
example of Indian innovation shaping global financial
systems.

*A PHILOSOPHY OF GLOBAL SOLIDARITY*

Perhaps most enduring has been Modi’s emphasis
on compassion and global solidarity. The Vaccine Maitri
initiative during the COVID-19 pandemic—through
which India supplied over 160 million doses to nearly
100 countries—cemented India’s role as a lifeline in
crisis, rooted in the philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutum-
bakam (“the world is one family”).

*THE MODI LEGACY AT 75*

As Narendra Modi celebrates his 75th birthday, his
legacy extends beyond India’s borders. For the diaspora,
his initiatives have brought renewed pride and belong-
ing. For the international community, his leadership has
made India a trusted partner, a mediator in turbulent
times, and a visionary for a more equitable global order.

This milestone is not just about one man’s life. It is
the story of a nation’s ascent under a leader who built
bridges: between India and its diaspora, the Global
South and developed world, tradition and modernity,
aspiration and achievement.

At 75, Narendra Modi
stands as both a symbol of
India’s journey and a steward
of its future—embodying
the confidence of a country
determined to shape, not just
witness, the course of world
affairs.

Jagdish Sewhani
President, The American India
Public Affairs Committee

Embassy of India
Washington DC

www.desitalkchicago.com - that’s all you need to know
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How Employers Can Prepare for a USCIS Site Visit

IN MEMORIAM

r o

Michael Phulwani  David Nachman  Ludka Zimovcak Snehal Batra
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) has increased its focus on

employer compliance, and one of the most visible tools is the unannounced site
visit. These inspections are conducted by officers from the Fraud Detection and
National Security (FDNS) directorate and are designed to confirm that the details
in immigration petitions match what is happening in the workplace.

With the expansion of compliance programs and the implementation of the H-1B
Modernization Rule in 2025, employers should expect more frequent and detailed
site inspections. For companies that employ foreign nationals, being prepared is
not optional — it is essential.

Why Site Visits Happen
USCIS conducts site inspections to:
« Verify that employees are working in the roles, locations, and conditions
described in their petitions.
» Confirm that the employer is a legitimate, functioning business.
e Detect possible fraud or misrepresentation.
e Ensure compliance with wage and work location requirements, including
remote and hybrid arrangements.
In some cases, site visits are random. In others, they are triggered by data analysis,
complaints, or specific risk factors.

What to Expect During a Site Visit
FDNS officers may arrive without notice. Once on-site, they typically:
» Review immigration petitions and supporting documentation.
» Ask to see I-9 records.
» Interview HR staff, managers, and the sponsored employee.
» Visit workstations and take photographs of the premises.
» Confirm wage and job duty information.
These visits may also extend to third-party client sites if the employee is placed
offsite.

Steps to Take Before a Site Visit
Preparation should begin long before an officer arrives:
1.Keep records current: Ensure that all immigration files, including job
descriptions, wage documentation, and worksite addresses, are accurate and
accessible.
2.Train reception and staff: Front-desk employees should know how to politely
greet officers, verify identification, and immediately notify the appropriate
internal contact.
3.Designate a point of contact: Employers should have a clear chain of
responsibility, with a primary and backup contact for site visits.
4.Coordinate with counsel: Have a protocol in place to notify your immigration
attorney as soon as a visit begins. Legal counsel can guide you on how to
respond to requests during the inspection.

What to Do During the Visit

¢ Stay calm and cooperative: Professionalism goes a long way in minimizing
disruption.

U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration

All Photos: Canva

By David H. Nachman, Esq

the Member of Chicago Bar,
American Immigration
! Lawyers Association
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« Verify officer credentials: Always ask for identification and a business card.

o Engage the right staff: Only designated personnel should interact with
officers regarding immigration matters.

e Take notes: Document the officer's name, contact information, the
questions asked, and any documents or photos requested. Share these
notes with counsel immediately after the visit.

Why Preparation Matters

Unannounced site visits have become a regular part of USCIS's compliance
strategy. A lack of preparation can result in delays, unnecessary confusion, or
even negative findings.

By contrast, maintaining organized records, training staff, and involving legal
counsel can demonstrate good faith compliance and help protect both the
employer and the sponsored employees.

Final Thoughts
For companies that employ foreign nationals, immigration compliance must be
part of day-to-day operations — not an afterthought. A well-prepared

organization can manage site visits efficiently and reduce risks.

At NPZ Law Group, we help employers prepare for FDNS inspections, train
staff on response protocols, and ensure petitions remain compliant with
USCIS requirements.

For guidance on site visit preparedness, contact us at 201-670-0006 or visit
www.visaserve.com

Top 5 Tips for Employers Facing USCIS Site Visits

1. Train your front desk staff - They are the first point of contact.

2.Verify officer ID — Always ask for credentials before providing information.

3.Notify your attorney immediately — Involve legal counsel as soon as the
visit begins.

4.Keep records ready - Job descriptions, wages, and 1-9s should be accurate
and up to date.

5.Document the visit — Take detailed notes for your records and share with
counsel.

Contact Information

If you or your family members have any questions about how immigration and
nationality laws in the United States may affect you, or if you want to access
additional information about immigration and nationality laws in the United
States or Canada, please do not hesitate to contact the immigration and
nationality lawyers at NPZ Law Group. You can reach us by emailing
info@visaserve.com or by calling us at 201-670-0006 extension 104. We also
invite you to visit our website at www.visaserve.com for more information.
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Shanker Krishnan’s Debut Album, A Fusion Of Carnatic And
Western CGlassical Music

By ARCHANA ADALJA

uxtaposing Indian classical Raga and Western
classical Counterpoint, composer Shanker Krish-
nan’s upcoming debut album, “Confluence:Raga
and Counterpoint” creates a harmonious musical
experience.

Releasing September 26, 2025 on the largest Indian
arts platform, “IndianRaga” label, the Confluence: Raga
and Counterpoint (the Confluence hereafter) com-
prises of the multi-movement works of Fugue-Kriti and
Concerto-Kriti. The album explores the integration of
Counterpoint with Carnatic music.

Composed by Krishnan, the Confluence contains
solo performances by Shraddha Ravindran on violin,
K.R.Shrievats on veena, R.Thiagarajan on flute and
Mannarkoil J. Balaji on mridangam.

Oxford Encyclopedia of Music describes Kriti in
Carnatic music as a devotional musical composition
with a three-part structure of pallavi, anupallavi and
charanames.

Fugue is a complex contrapuntal composition usu-
ally involving two or more independent melodies, each
with its own distinct rhythm and contour while interact-
ing harmonically.

A concerto is a composition for a solo instrument or
a small group of solo instruments accompanied by a full
orchestra.

WHAT INSPIRED THE CONFLUENCE?

Speaking to News India Times in an exclusive inter-
view, Krishnan said he had wanted to pursue integrating
Carnatic and Western classical music at a deep struc-
tural level from the time he first heard Western classical
music in 1982. Especially as the combination of com-
plex Counterpoint with Carnatic music has not been
similarly explored, he added.

“For me, the complexity of Bach’s Counterpoint
evokes the same response I feel when I hear the intricate
Gamakas of T. Brinda,” he said. “I've explored other
traditions along the way, but Carnatic and Western
classical have been closest to me throughout my life,”
Krishnan said.

EARLY EXPOSURE AND INFLUENCE OF CARNATIC MUSIC

Krishnan and his family lived near the Shan-
mukhananda Sabha and the Bharatiya Music & Arts
Society, which were major centers of Carnatic music
in Mumbai and Krishnan often attended vocal perfor-
mances there with his family, he said.

At home, his sister Geetha Raja had become a profes-
sional Carnatic musician and his parents were deeply
involved in it. There were regular family Carnatic music
concerts at home, which were recorded on a tape
recorder and he kept listening to his favorite musicians,
Krishnan said.

Of the Carnatic singers, two have left lasting impres-
sions on Krishnan, influencing him deeply. Krishnan
had been listening from childhood to T.Brinda, known
as Brindamma, and loved her “subtle gamakas,” he said.
He was also influenced by the kirtans for Vitthala by the
fifteenth century saint-composer Purandara Dasa. The
Kriti form in which Krishnan composes descends from
the kirtana developed by Purandara Dasa, he said.

INTRODUCTION TO WESTERN GLASSICAL MUSIC

After getting his undergrad degree in engineering
from IIT Madras in 1982, Krishnan came to UC Berkeley
for a master’s in applied math, taking Western classical
music courses along with math. Krishnan also has an
MBA and a master’s in development economics from

PHOTO: KAREN L RICHARD PHOTOGRAPHY

PHOTO: PROVIDED BY KRISHNAN

Shanker Krishnan

Stanford.

It was at Berkeley that Krishnan first heard Hungar-
ian composer and pianist Bartok and French composer
Claude Debussy who was the founder and leading ex-
ponent of musical impressionism. “The piano was very
important — I learned it for many years to absorb lessons
in harmony, and as a tool for composition,” he said.

The Confluence explores the Baroque era Counter-
point, which is described by Oxford Music as charac-
terized by the simultaneous melodic interaction and
interplay of two or more independent, yet harmonically
interdependent melodic lines, often expressed through
complex forms including the fugue.

From the most prominent Baroque musicians and
composers including Johann Sebastian Bach, George
Frideric Handel, and Antonio Vivaldi, Krishnan has been
influenced the most by Bach whose fugues perfected
the counterpoints.

THEMES AND COMPOSITION OF THE CONFLUENCE
Both Carnatic music and Baroque Counterpoint,

Confluence:
RAGA AND COUNTERFPOINT

rasic by

Shanker

Featwred Solwists
= dram, vislin

Front Cover THE CONFLUENCE.

although very different cultural and musical traditions,
are forms of worship. The Confluence has been created
from influences of these two different forms.

Much of the music in the Confluence is based on the
Bhagwad Gita, on themes of time, war, victory, righ-
teousness and non attachment.

The Confluence features a Concerto-Kriti — the Field
of Dharma, a Pallavi movement — Arjun’s lament, an
Anupallavi movement — the Field of Battle, a Charanam
movement — the Dilemma, and a Swaram movement —
the Realization.

A Concerto is a composition for a solo instrument
or a small group of solo instruments accompanied by a
full orchestra, according to Oxford Music.

Krishnan described the first three movements of
Field of Dharma follow Arjuna’s emotional struggle and
his dilemma over the right path. The fourth movement
draws on key teachings including unattachment to
results of action.

DEEP EMOTIONS

The emotional depths are conveyed through Krish-
nan’s use of Phrasing and notes and Gamakas which
are described in Oxford Music as microtonal embellish-
ments between notes adding depth and expressiveness
to them.

Gamakas are at the heart of Carnatic music, Krishnan
said. He said he has brought subtlety in shifting moods
by changing Harmonic Progressions and Counterpoint.
“Varying the instrumentation in the Concerto-Kriti
brings in entirely new colors,” he said.

AN INTEGRATED FUSION

“For me, the integration is architectural, built from
within both (Indian classical and Western classical) tra-
ditions, drawing on my long training in each,” Krishnan
explained. “For each Phrase that I compose, I keep mov-
ing between the two systems,” he said.

Krishnan said his pieces are driven by a single, uni-
fied compositional vision. Towards this end, Krishnan
has made use of both the Fugue and the Kriti. “Using
them together provides a gateway for listeners from
either tradition without having to know the technical
details,” he said.

INSTRUMENTS IN THE CONFLUENGE

“From the Carnatic tradition, I've chosen the instru-
ments most common in concert performance: the flute,
violin, and veena — spanning high to low registers. For
percussion, [ used the mridangam, with its wide array of
expressive tones,” he said.

Krishnan has focused on the trumpet and the harp,
and to a lesser extent the oboe and cello for the solo
Western instruments, he said. Together, they offer a
broad range of timbres and sonic colors that contrast
and blend with the Carnatic instruments, he added.

FUTURE PLANS

Krishnan had been an investment banker at Morgan
Stanley, and an economist at the World Bank. Then he
was the deputy treasurer at the IFC, the World Bank’s
private sector arm, setting up treasury functions and
launching new financial products to fund areas like
microfinance, infrastructure, and education.

Krishnan has devoted the past fifteen years to study
music composition and creating the album. He contin-
ues to follow his passion. “My hope is to showcase the
richness of Indian music and culture,” Krishnan said.

The Confluence will be available at https://indian-
raga.com/
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The Washington Post

‘It’'s not weird’: The people who
love to stare at airplane flight maps

Nicole Sunderland doesn't have to ponder the in-flight entertainment
options when she looks at the screen on the plane seat in front of her.

She'll be watching the map, thank you very much.

“I'll fly to Qatar for 14 hours and that map will be on the entire time,” said
Sunderland, 41, a content creator and consultant who splits time between the
D.C. area and Phoenix. Flight attendants don’t always understand:
“Sometimes they’ll reach in and be like, ‘Do you want us to turn it off?’ And
I'm like, ‘No, no. Leave it on.””

She's part of a robust group of fliers who keep their eyes on the plane’s
progress. The practice got a blast of publicity last year amid a social media
trend that featured travelers - mostly men - staring straight ahead at maps
or blank space during long trips to prove ... something.

‘Raving map fans’

Moving in-flight maps, which
first appeared on passenger
planes in the 1980s, boast
broad appeal beyond the brief
trend.

According to FlightPath3D, an
in-flight map provider for
more than 90 airlines, about
68 percent of passengers open
the map on seat-back screens
and 20 percent view only the
map. Delta Air Lines has said
the flight map is the top piece
of content, with 45 percent of
passengers engaging with it
during flights.

Duncan Jackson, president of
FlightPath3D, has a name for
the fans: flight pathers. He
said there are now options
built in to explore animated
previews of  destinations,
global route maps and animal-
filled kids' maps. Last year, he
said, 400 million passengers
used the product.

“There’s comfort in it. For
some, it's almost meditative,”
he said. “They just love to see
where they are, how long’s left,
watch the progress of the
aircraft across the flight plan.
There are just raving map
fans.”

Sunderland’s interest 5
obsession even - in pinpointing
her location in

She loves seeing the elevation and what city she’s flying over.

Seminara said she felt “seen, honestly” when flight map fixations went viral
last year.

“I was doing this, and it's not weird, because clearly people are doing it,” she
said. “They're just coming out now.”

Nick Kosir, who is known as the Dancing Weatherman on Fox Weather, was
talking to his manager about a recent flight a couple years back.

“It was awesome: | just sat there, stared straight ahead and didn't do
anything for five hours,”
‘Dude, that’s a serial killer trait."”

said Kosir, who lives in New York City. “He goes,

When the trend started to go viral the following year, he sent an example to
his manager and said “I found my people.”

By Hannah Sampson

“You just gonna sit there staring at the back of the seat?” Elaine Benes asks
her on-again, off-again boyfriend David Puddy in an oft-referenced episode
of “Seinfeld.” “Yeah,” he replies, staring blankly ahead with a satisfied look
on his face. The name of the trend is too crude to spell out in a family
newspaper (think: uncooked canine). In some cases, according to news
articles that questioned whether participants were “heroic or foolish,”
travelers shunned drinking water or even bathroom visits. Some
commenters hailed the “ultimate dopamine detox” while fliers bragged about
reaching a new personal best. Whether it was a true endurance challenge or
a merely a bit, the internet had a blast with it. “The mind is capable of
amazing things,” the text over one apparently tongue-in-cheek TikTok says.
“My mind knows no limits. I am operating in a different spiritual realm.

the sky dates back to a
turbulent flight between the
Bahamas and Florida in 2017.
Now, she keeps her eye on the
elevation to see how much the
plane has dropped in shaky air.
She will try to sleep on an
overnight, pick up a book and
may occasionally watch her
comfort movie, “Crazy Rich
Asians.” But her eyes return to
the map whenever there are
bumps.

“All my travel companions
make fun of me, every single
one,” she said.

She once took a long flight
with a friend who watched four
or five Harry Potter movies in
arow.

“My anxious self ... 1 was
watching the speed, the
elevation, the flight path,” said

Sunderland.
Cheaper than buying WiFi

Manu Seminara said watching
maps on a plane is “almost like
a hobby.” The London resident
works for a marketing agency
and posts travel content on
TikTok, where she shared a
video of people around her
watching movies and TV shows
on a plane while she adjusted
her view of the map.

“I try to put on a movie and I'm
like, ‘This is more
interesting,’” she said.

Photo:

reamstimes

Kosir made his own video showing himself watching the flight map.

He said he spends so much time online every day that he welcomes an
escape. Sometimes he just tries to focus on creative ideas or deep thinking
before the plane lands. On the flight he put on TikTok, he wrote he counted
to 1 million twice.

“On a plane, I'm too cheap to buy the WiFi so it actually is peaceful in my
mind and I truly enjoy that,” he said. “If there’s nothing in front of me, I just
stare blankly into the cosmos.”

But if the flight map is available, he's a fan.

“l weirdly like watching the flight tracker just because it's cool to me; it's
cool to see how fast the plane is going, it's cool to see what state you're
over,” he said. “Something about it is oddly comforting.”
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Arundhati Roy Recalls Her Brilliant Mother, Both Teacher

By BEccA ROTHFELD

Mother Mary Comes to Me. By Arundhati Roy.
Scribner. 330 pp. $30 e P
or as long as the Indian novelist, Arund
Booker Prize winner and activ-
ist Arundhati Roy can remember,
her mother was — or pretended to
be — dying. A chronic asthmatic
with a flair for drama, Mary Roy kept
her children in line by warning them
that any misbehavior on their part
might trigger a fatal attack. “Anything
I said those days ended in a storm of
insults and anger. And asthma. And
blame about being the cause of Mrs.
Roy’s impending death,” Arundhati Roy
recalls in her new memoir, “Mother
Mary Comes to Me.” “As a consequence,
IT'had more or less stopped talking.” She
needn’t have done so. Mary never actu-
ally died, of course, at least until she did.
And when she finally passed, in 2022, the cause was not
her daughter’s insolence or obstinance but only her own
advanced age.

Even in death, her eccentricities and moods loom
large. As Roy puts it mournfully, she remains “taller in
my mind than any billboard.” When she was alive, she
was on the verge of expiring; now that she is dead, she
is more inescapably present than ever before. It is a
contradiction worthy of a woman who played so many
sharply conflicting parts throughout her eventful life.

In the small Syrian Christian community where Roy
spent much of her childhood, she watched her mother
“unleash all of herself — her genius, her eccentricity, her
radical kindness, her militant courage, her ruthless-
ness, her generosity, her cruelty, her bullying, her head
for business, and her wild, unpredictable temper.” She
founded a famed coeducational school and fought
for equal rights for Syrian Christian women — yet she
blasted her daughter for promiscuity in decidedly sexist
terms. She was gentle and patient with her pupils — yet
she was sharp and sometimes violent with her own chil-

PHOTO: SCRIBNER VIA THE WASHINGTON PosT

And Tyrant

dren. On one occasion, she beat Roy’s brother viciously
because his report card deemed him an “average stu-
dent”; on another, she shot Roy’s dog,
who had transgressed by mating with a
mutt on the street. Even when she was
not outright abusive, she could be cold
and unfeeling. To avoid the appearance
of favoritism, she instructed her chil-
dren to call her “Mrs. Roy,” just as her
students did. “To me,” Roy writes, “she
still is more Mrs. Roy than mother.”

But if Mrs. Roy is the reason her
daughter became a lifelong “vagrant,”
as Roy puts it, she is also the reason
her dreamy child would grow up to
become the first Indian citizen to
win the Booker Prize. Mrs. Roy is the
one who introduced her daughter to
“Shakespeare, Kipling, and A.A. Milne”
and gifted her a typewriter. In a culture
in which most women dared aspire to
! nothing more than a suitable marriage,

Mrs. Roy was bent on assuring her
rebellious daughter “that if she put her

mind to it, she could be anything she wanted to be.”

Roy took this lesson to heart — so much so that she
moved to Delhi, three days’ travel from her small village,
to pursue a degree in architecture at the age of 16 and
stopped coming home, even for vacations, two years
later. Throughout her chaotic and bohemian youth,
she worked odd jobs, took even odder drugs and lived,
among other places, in a storeroom in a studio at the
architecture school. After several missteps and many
bouts of demoralizing poverty, she found her footing as
an actress, a screenwriter and, finally, a novelist.

The international success of her 1997 debut, “The
God of Small Things,” freed her to turn her attention
to politics, and for the past several decades she has
devoted herself to writing barn-burning commentary
and staging protests against Narendra Modi’s far-right
regime. “Mother Mary Comes to Me” often feels like two
books sutured together: a tender and ambivalent mem-
oir about the difficult Mrs. Roy and a withering polemic
about India’s political ills.

Roy is disdainful of those who suggest there is any

hati Roy
MOTHER MORY
comes 10 me

tension between these two projects. “I was soon being
called a writer-activist, a term I found absurd because it
suggested that writing about things that vitally affected
people’s lives was not the remit of a writer,” she writes.
It is true that writing is generally about people, and it

is true that people are political beasts. But perhaps the
commenters who label Roy a “writer-activist” are not
objecting to her choice of political topics, much less
proposing that writers feign detachment or disinterest,
so much as noting that her political writing is much
cruder and more scolding than her fiction (or, in this
case, her straightforward reminiscences as a memoirist).
The problem is not that Roy has chosen to write about
politics but that she has done so with all the subtlety of
a pamphleteer.

The incongruity of her two modes — the one search-
ing and tentative, the other didactic and doctrinaire
—becomes especially conspicuous when they appear
side by side as they do here. On one page, she notes
that she both loved and hated her mother; on the next,
she describes a half-finished dam that destroyed a local
ecosystem as “a monument to greed and irresponsibil-
ity.” For what it's worth, I think she is right about the
dam - but that does not make the observation any less
predictable or “Mother Mary Comes to Me” any more
cohesive.

Still, this memoir is full of precise imagery and
blistering emotional intelligence when it treats human
relations. It is no accident that Roy is at her most me-
ticulous and probing when she focuses on the person
who taught her that a woman, too, can be a full-fledged
human being — both a marvel and a monster, both a
teacher and a tyrant. “Perhaps even more than a daugh-
ter mourning the passing of her mother,” Roy muses, “I
mourn her as a writer who has lost her most enthralling
subject.” Mrs. Roy is not only this book’s eponym but its
heroine, and by far its most interesting character.

Happily, the example that she set endures. After all,
she was a teacher, and her lessons are bound to outlive
her. When Roy visited her mother’s school, she often
found herself “wishing I were her student and not her
daughter.” I think she is underselling herself. At her
most captivating and her least homiletic, she is both.

-THE WASHINGTON PosT

Harper Gollins India To Publish Chetan Bhagat’s New Romance

arperCollins India is publish-

ing a new novel by Chetan

Bhagat, a love story that marks

his return to romance after the
stunning success of his previous books.
Written in his signature style, it has hu-
mour, heart and hope in equal measure.
The book is available on preorder and
will release on 1st October 2025.

Talking about the book, Chetan Bhagat
says, “After more than 10 years, follow-
ing the success of 2 States and Half-
Girlfriend, I have written a love story. 12
Years: My

Messed-Up Love Story is extremely
close to my heart and is one of my best
books — if not the best book I have
written so far. It's funny, emotional,
thought-provoking, anda whole lot more.
At its core, it tries to answer a timeless
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Book jacket of Chetan Bhagat’s latest novel.

question: How do you know if the special
someone in your life is ‘the one’?”
Poulomi Chatterjee, Executive Pub-
lisher — HarperCollins India, says, “In
book after book, Chetan has captured the
hearts of millions of Indian readers with
stories that
resonate closely with their lives. I'm
delighted that his new novel, 12 Years:
My Messed-up Love Story, brings him
back to writing about the trials of love. In
Chetan’s
inimitable style, the story is as tender as
it is passionate, and as laugh-out-loud
funnyas it is sharply observed. We at
HarperCollins are so glad to be bringing
it to readers everywhere — this book is
guaranteed to entertain and keep them
hooked, and that’s a promise!”

About 12 Years: My Messed-Up Love Story
He's 33. She’s 21.

He’s a struggling stand-up comic. She’s a
rising star in private equity.

He's divorced. She’s never had a boy-
friend.

He's Punjabi. She’s from a conservative
Jain family.

They shouldn’t be together. But they can't
stay apart.

Welcome to 12 Years: My Messed-Up
Love Story.

Saket and Payal couldn’t be more
different-age, background, beliefs. Yet,
they’re drawn to each other in ways
they can’t explain. Is it just chemistry,
or something deeper? Is it madness and
lust, or is it love?

-ANI
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AGENTS WELCOME

MUST HOLD ILLINOIS LICENSE

COMPREF IVE TRA FOR NEW AGENT
WORK YOUR OWN HOURS

CENTRALLY LOCATED IN SCHAUMBURG

TO SET UP CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW

CALL: PARESH SHAH (847) 363-8854
EMAIL: pshah40@comcast.net

PROVIDENT REALTY INC.
800 Woodfield Rd, Suite 105, Schaumburg IL 60173
CALL: 847-995-0007

HOUSE FOR SALE

MONROE, NJ
Stunning 4 BR, 2.5 Bath,
upgraded, gated community,
centrally located (surrounded by country
club), EIK, hardwood floors,
workout room, pool. Must see!
(732) 672-4706

agentellen@comcast.net
09/12-10/03 JG

HOUSEHOLD HELP WANTED

WANTED: GUJARATI COOK
Well established Gujarati family in
Potomac, Marylandlooking for cook who
can make Guijarati food. Interested per-
son may contact with complete biodata.
Phone: 240-750-5064
Email: mayur@mkps.us

08/29 - 09/19 SD

HOUSEHOLD HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEW YORK:

Guijarati Family in Rochester, ST. LOUIS MO
NY neejd Live - in éu'arati female hel Wanted Gas Station Manager Single
) P or Couple St Louis MO

for Cooking and household chores.
Green Card Holder or
US Citizen must.
Contact (585) 397 6822.

Good Salary and Accommodation
Provided.Legal Status Require.
CALL 314-497-3292 or 314-330-4621

09/19-10/10 MS
09/12-10/10 SL

AKRON, OHIO
Halal Restaurant needs Line Cook.
(Cuisine including Burgers,
Rice platters etc)
Accommodation & Pay
will be discussed.

Please call Abul: 330-671-1107.
09/19 SH

HOUSEHOLD HELP WANTED

KENTUCKY :

Live- in Nanny needed for newborn
care in Louisville, KY 40014 starting
November 1st 2025. Private room,
bathroom provided. Prior experience
and references are a must.
Please call or message

(202) 352 6173
09/12-03/10 SL

ATTORNEY

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don't Accept the insurance
company’s first offer.
Many injured parties are entitled to major]
cash settlements.
Get a free evaluation to see what your
case is really worth.
100% Free Evaluation.
Call Now: 1-833-323-0318.
Be ready with your zip code to connect
with the closest provider.
NY SCAN

MANHATTAN, NY

Childcare Opportunity
In Manhattan, New York
City. Please text message
this number if interested
774-345-3434

HELP WANTED

Director of Quality Control of Pharmaceuticals (East Windsor, NJ).
Supervise QA team in pharmaceutical manufacturing. Oversee online review/ap-
proval of batch records, change controls, CAPA, deviations, & analytical docs. Ensure
cGMP & USFDA compliance via system implementation & risk assessments. Approve
specs, test methods, qualification docs, & stability schedules. Investigate deviations/
complaints & implement corrective actions. Maintain calibration, validation, & audit
readiness. Conduct internal audits, handle customer/regulatory audits, coordinate
compliance. Train staff on quality systems & certify batch release. Prepare quality met-
rics, APQR reports, & present to management. Must have Bachelor’s in Pharmaceuti-
cal Sciences/ Biology/ Chemistry/ Microbiology/ related field, + 5 years’ experience
as QC Analyst/ Chemist/ Sr. Director/AVP Operations, Manager/ Supervisor/ related.
Respond to HR, Esjay Pharma LLC, ID # DQC, 50 Millstone Road, Building 300,
Suite 140, East Windsor, NJ 08520.

09/19 1Q

HEALTH HEALTH HELP WANTED AUTO DONATIONS AUTO DONATIONS

HEARING AIDS!!
High-quality rechargeable, powerful
Audien hearing aids priced
90% less than competitors.

Attention:
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99!

100% guaranteed. Tiny and NEARLY INVISIBLE!
CALL NOW: 1-833-641-6397 45-day money back guarantee!
NY SCAN| 855-819-7060

NY SCAN

Now Hiring
MECHANIC $2,500-$3,000/week for
heavy equipment Trucking
Construction Company Farmingdale, NY
Call 516-802-3552 or Email resume to
baycareer516@gmail.com

NY SCAN

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to assist
the blind and visually impaired. Arrange

a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and
secure a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind Today at

1-855-484-3467 today!
NY SCAN

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
Your car donation to Patriotic Hearts
helps veterans find work or start their

own business. Fast free pick.
Running or not!
Call 24/7: 1-833-441-4496.
NY SCAN

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HEALTH AUTOS WANTED

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Do you know what's in your water?
Leaf Home Water Solutions offers
FREE water testing and whole home
water treatment systems that can be
installed in as little one day. 15% off
your entire purchase. Plus 10% senior
& military discounts. Restrictions apply.
Schedule your FREE test today.
Call 1-866-247-5728
NY SCAN|

AGING ROOF?
NEW HOMEOWNER?
STORM DAMAGE?
You need a local expert provider that
proudly stands behind their work. Fast,
free estimate. Financing available.
Call 1-833-880-7679
NY SCAN

ATTENTION
OXYGEN THERAPY USERS!
Discover Oxygen Therapy That Moves
with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE information kit.
Call 1-833-661-4172
NY SCAN

We buy 8,000 cars a week.
Sell your old, busted or junk car with no
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your
car to Peddle. Easy three step process.
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast payment.
Call 1-855-403-3374
NY SCAN|

Prepare for power outages with
Briggs & Stratton® PowerProtect(TM)
standby generators - the most powerful

home standby generators available.
Industry-leading comprehensive war-
ranty - 7 years ($849 value.)
Proudly made in the U.S.A.
Call Briggs & Stratton 1-888-605-1496
NY SCAN|
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