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EDUCATION

How AI And Charter Schools Could Close The Tutoring Gap

T
he greatest school in history isn’t Oxford, Cam-
bridge, Harvard or any other university you 
know. And no matter how hard you try, your kids 
won’t get in. Why? Partly because it was so selec-
tive it only admitted one student – but mainly 

because it closed in 336 BC. For me, Aristotle’s seven-
year tutelage of Alexander is the education against 
which all others should be judged (after all, more than 
2,300 years later we still refer to the lone pupil as “The 
Great”). It’s the ultimate testament to the power of 
tutoring – a power that artificial intelligence is poised 
to unlock.

The problem with tutoring is it can’t scale. Or it 
couldn’t. Because even as we’re besieged by concerns 
that AI-aided plagiarism is destroying education, 
we’re starting to see evidence that AI-enabled tutor-
ing might supercharge it. Getting the technology right, 
though, will require lots of real-life experimentation. 
While there’s a limit to how much our traditional public 
school system allows for this kind of test-and-learn 
approach, this need creates an opportunity for the 
country’s growing crop of charter schools to make a 
unique contribution to the future of education.

The wealthy’s appreciation of tutoring did not die 
with Alexander. I paid rent my first year out of college 
as a private math tutor and today there are a host of 
companies offering tutoring services, with those at the 
high end often charging more than $1,000 per hour.

But for every student who can afford tutoring, there 
are hundreds more who could benefit from it. A meta-
analysis of dozens of experiments with K-12 tutoring, 
conducted with students of all socioeconomic statuses, 
found that the additional academic attention signifi-
cantly boosts student performance. And let’s say you 
could overcome the cost issue – with more than 50 
million students in US primary and secondary schools, 
there will never be enough tutors to work with them all.

Early experiments with AI-based tutoring suggest 
it might help fill the gap. In a study of three middle 
schools in Pennsylvania and California, researchers 
found that a hybrid human-AI tutoring model – where 
the technology supported human tutors, allowing 
them to work with many more pupils – generated 
significant improvements in math performance, with 
the biggest increases going to the lowest-performing 
students. And in a study of four high schools in Italy, 
researchers replaced traditional homework in English 
classes with interactive sessions with OpenAI’s Chat-
GPT-4 and found that all the AI-aided groups did at 
least as well as those engaged in traditional homework 
– with some performing significantly better.

It could help at a college level, too. In a Harvard 
University physics course, for example, professors 
trained an AI tutor to work with some students (replac-
ing their normal class time) while others had a tradi-
tional instructor-guided class. Students with AI tutors 
performed better – in fact they learned twice as much – 
and were more engaged with the lessons than those in 
the normal class, even though they had less interaction 
with a human instructor.

The most impressive findings may come from the 
developing world. Rising Academies, a network of 
private schools with more than 250,000 students across 
Africa, has implemented Rori, an AI-based math tutor 
for students, and Tari, a support system for teachers, 
both powered by Anthropic’s Claude and accessible via 
WhatsApp. Students who used Rori for two 30-minute 
sessions twice a week for 8 months showed an im-
provement in their math performance “equal or greater 
than a year of schooling.”

None of this means AI-aided tutoring is a panacea. 
But it does suggest that such tutors are, if well-designed 
and implemented, very likely to be helpful even if they 
remain inferior to the best human options. Since many 
families can’t access or afford traditional tutoring, what 
matters is if they are better than no tutors at all.

But “well-designed and implemented” is a crucial 

part of that sentence. We don’t yet know what the best 
practices are for AI tutors. Learning this will require ex-
tensive experimentation. And, much as it pains me to 
say this as a proud product of public schools, that kind 
of free-form experimentation is likely to be a struggle 
for public school bureaucracy.

Research by the Department of Education and the 
Center on Reinventing Public Education at Arizona 
State University suggests that charter schools, which 
operate with more freedom about how they staff and 
teach, are often more innovative than traditional 
public schools. And because charters are not private 
schools, they cannot charge tuition or be selective 
about who they admit. This lets them generate useful 
data about what does and doesn’t work.

Of course, this doesn’t mean that charter schools are 
better than their public counterparts. Most innovations 
fail. But however painful failure is for an individual 
school, it can actually benefit the system because even 
bad outcomes produce useful information. Successful 
AI-based tutoring programs pioneered at charters can 
and will be adopted by public schools, and failed ones 
avoided. Given the potentially revolutionary change 

in education AI is driving, 
learning should be our pri-
mary goal – and charters are 
likely to be our best instru-
ment toward it.

Gautam Mukunda writes 
about corporate management 
and innovation. He teaches 
leadership at the Yale School of 
Management and is the author 
of “Indispensable: When Leaders 
Really Matter.”

-Bloomberg

By Gautam Mukunda
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Princeton University Announces 
New Endowed Chair Funded By 

Indian American Couple

P
rinceton University announced earlier in June 
that seven new University Professorships have 
been endowed at the higher education insti-
tute through major gifts to the Venture Forward 

campaign.  Among them is one entitled, The U. Krishna 
Veeraraghavan and Sejal Shah University Professorship.

Veeraraghavan, a 1999 graduate of Princeton, and his 
wife Sejal Shah, are endowing the professorship to attract 
highly accomplished individuals to the University.

The University Professorship is the most prestigious 
honor Princeton can bestow on a faculty member, the 
University said in a June 2 announcement. Recipients 
of the honor are recognized for demonstrating scholarly 
preeminence in their professional accomplishments, as 
well as making exceptional contributions to the Univer-
sity’s research and teaching community.

Shah is a board-certified dermatologist and the 
founder and medical director of SmarterSkin Dermatol-
ogy, a private cosmetic dermatology clinic in New York 
City; Veeraraghavan is global co-head of the mergers and 
acquisitions group at the law firm of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, 

Wharton & Garrison LLP.
“I’ve always been proud of Princeton’s single-minded 

pursuit of excellence. Coming back to campus last spring 
for my 25th Reunion and seeing all my classmates and 
friends reiterated how lucky I am to be a part of this Uni-
versity for my entire life. I think of where I am today, and 
it all started with my time at Princeton,” Veeraraghavan 
said in a statement.

“As Sejal and I thought about ways to give back, one of 
the things that became clear to us was the importance of 
attracting the best and brightest professors,” he added, a 
step that was essential to the future of the University.

“So much has changed in just the past few years when 
you consider where we are on AI, quantum comput-
ing, the biosciences and the role of the humanities in all 
those disciplines. By establishing this University Profes-
sorship, we hope Princeton will honor brilliant teachers 
who’ve not only produced world-class research — but 
who also have a capacity for even greater future growth.”

In addition to support of Annual Giving, Veeraragha-
van and Shah previously made a gift to Princeton in 2019 
that established the Krishna Veeraraghavan ’99 Fund in 
support of college access.

By a Staff Writer
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Sejal Shah and Krishna Veeraraghavan. 
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Air India Crash 
Seen Triggering 
$475 Million In 

Insurance Claims

A
ir India’s deadliest plane crash 
in more than decade is set to 
send shock waves through the 
aviation insurance industry 

and trigger one of the country’s costli-
est claims, estimated at around $475 
million.

“This aviation insurance claim 
could be one of the biggest in India’s 
history,” said Ramaswamy Narayanan, 
chairman and managing director at 
General Insurance Corporation of In-
dia, one of the firms that has provided 
coverage for Air India.

The claim for the aircraft hull and 
engine is estimated at around $125 
million, according to Narayanan. He 
estimates additional liability claims for 
loss of life for passengers and others 
will be around $350 million. The sum 
is more than triple the annual premi-
um for the aviation industry in India 
in 2023, according to GlobalData.

The financial repercussions of the 
crash that killed 241 people on board 
and others as it fell in a densely popu-
lated part of Ahmedabad in western 
India on Thursday, June 12, will ripple 
through the global aviation insurance 
and reinsurance market. It’s also likely 
to make insurance costlier for airlines 
in India.

Insurance premiums across the 
aviation industry are expected to rise 
in India, either now or at the time of 
policy renewals, according to people 
familiar with the matter.

On the Air India insurance payout, 
totals could climb, since there were 
foreign nationals killed in the acci-
dent, and those claims will be calcu-
lated according to the rules in their 
respective jurisdictions, the people 
said, who asked not to be identified 
discussing private matters.

A spokesperson for Air India did 
not immediately reply to request for 
comment.

Insurers will first settle the hull 
claim followed by liability claims, 
according to Narayanan. “It will take 
some time for liability claims to be 
settled,” he said.

The impact on the domestic market 
will be partly mitigated by the fact that 
both companies only generated about 
1% of their total insurance premium 
from aviation, and ceded most of it to 
global reinsurers, according to Global-
Data’s insurance data.

Broadly, domestic insurers have 
offloaded more than 95% of their avia-
tion insurance direct written premi-
um, or DWP, to global reinsurers.

Due to this, “the financial burden 
will predominantly fall on internation-
al reinsurers, leading to the hardening 
of the aviation reinsurance and insur-
ance market,” said Swarup Kumar 
Sahoor, senior insurance analyst at 
GlobalData in a release on Monday 
(June 16).

-Bloomberg

Air India Crash Is First Involving Boeing’s 
Long-Range 787 Dreamliner

T
he deadly Air India crash Thursday is the first involving 
Boeing’s 787, a fuel-efficient jet the manufacturer intro-
duced in 2011 as the future of long-distance travel and 
dubbed the Dreamliner.

Boeing calls the plane the best-selling large airliner ever, cred-
iting it with opening hundreds of new routes around the globe.

On Thursday, a 787-8 carrying 242 passengers and crew mem-
bers slammed into a dorm for medical students shortly after 
taking off from Ahmedabad airport in India. The jet that crashed 
was manufactured in the Seattle area in 2013 and delivered to Air 
India in early 2014. Since then it had taken off and landed more 
than 8,000 times, according to data analytics firm Cirium.

The crash investigation is likely to focus on actions of the 
pilots, the airline, maintenance of the jet and Boeing, which has 
struggled for years to fully recover from two air disasters involv-
ing a smaller jet, the 737 Max, in 2018 and 2019. Those crashes, 
which combined killed 346 people in Indonesia and Ethiopia, 
were linked to a design flaw and rocked confidence in the centu-

By Ian Duncan, Lori Aratani

By Saikat Das and Mihir Mishra
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PM Narendra Modi’s post on X- date of post is June 13, 2025.
Visited the crash site in Ahmedabad today. The scene of devastation is 

saddening. Met officials and teams working tirelessly in the aftermath. Our 
thoughts remain with those who lost their loved ones in this unimaginable 

tragedy.

Anger And Grief In Ahmedabad After India’s 
Deadliest Crash In Decades

-AHMEDABAD, INDIA

N
ayan Vagadaya had driven more 
than three hours to the hospital 
when he heard his uncle was 
among the victims of the Air India 
plane crash, which has trauma-

tized and captivated this nation.
The 23-year-old arrived to a postmor-

tem room filled with 50 charred bodies 
and scattered limbs but couldn’t iden-
tify his uncle, who had been traveling 
to London to escort his daughter to her 
wedding.

The shock and grief inside Ahmed-
abad’s Civil Hospital and the nearby B.J. 
Medical College were still raw Friday 
morning, and the full scale of the tragedy 
was still coming into view. The plane 
had ripped through the dining hall of the 
medical college – on the perimeter of the 
airport – as students were eating their 
lunch.

At least 269 people were confirmed 
dead, according to senior police official 
Vishaka Dabral, including all but one of 
the 242 passengers and crew aboard the 
flight. But students and faculty at the 
college expected the death toll to climb, 
considering how busy the dining hall was 
at the time of the crash.

The disaster unfolded with stunning 
speed. Closed-circuit television footage 
verified by The Washington Post showed 
the plane lifting off and then, within mo-
ments, inexplicably falling from the sky.

“In a minute, everything has changed,” 
Vagadaya said from the hospital auditori-
um, where relatives waited Friday to give 
blood samples to help identify their loved 
ones. On Thursday, the room had been 
filled with panic and confusion; now, it 
had become a place of mourning.

Flight 171 had been carrying 169 
Indians, 53 British nationals, seven 
Portuguese nationals and one Canadian, 
according to Air India. The 12 crew mem-

bers were Indian.
The pilots of the Boeing 787 Dream-

liner – Capt. Sumeet Sabharwal and First 
Officer Clive Kundar – issued a “May-
day” distress call shortly after takeoff 
Thursday, India’s civil aviation regulatory 
authority said in a statement provided on 
WhatsApp. There was no further commu-
nication from the cockpit, it said.

Air India did not respond to requests 
for comment.

Aviation experts said it was too soon 
to reach conclusions about what caused 
the crash. India’s civil aviation minister 
tweeted Friday that investigators had 
retrieved the plane’s flight data recorder, 
one of two “black box” recorders that 
airlines typically have. “This marks an 
important step forward in the investiga-
tion,” Ram Mohan Naidu said.

Mohan Ranganathan, a former Boeing 
737 instructor pilot, said the CCTV foot-

age shows the aircraft’s nose rising again 
during descent, a possible indication 
that the pilot stalled while attempting to 
regain lift. He said preliminary findings 
can generally be issued two weeks after 
recovering the flight data recorder, but a 
final report can take more time.

Other analysts pointed to abnormal 
takeoff configurations. Jeff Guzzetti, a 
former Federal Aviation Administration 
and National Transportation Safety Board 
investigator, said the videos appeared to 
show the landing gear remained down, 
and the flaps were still up.

“It happened during the daytime. The 
visibility was good. So what went wrong?” 
wondered Jitender Bhargava, a former Air 
India executive director and author of a 
book about the financial turmoil of the 
airline.

By Sahal Quereshi, Karishma Mehrotra,                              
Supriya Kumar

P
H

O
T

O
: R

E
U

T
E

R
S/

A
d

n
an

 A
bi

d
i/

Fi
le

 P
h

ot
o

Daksha Patni mourns for her relative Akash Patni, 14, who died when an Air India Boeing 787-8 
Dreamliner aircraft crashed during take-off from an airport, as she waits outside the post-mortem room 

at a hospital, in Ahmedabad, India, June 13, 2025.

-Continued On Page 8
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Anger And Grief In Ahmedabad After India’s Deadliest Crash 
In Decades

Rahul Bhatia, a student at the medical 
college, was frantic Friday morning, switch-
ing between phone calls and responding to 
WhatsApp groups, trying to help classmates 
find the missing.

He was still in shock from the stories 
coming in. A friend’s wife, seven months 
pregnant, was killed in the dormitory when 
the plane ripped through the ceiling.

“I’ll remember this for the rest of my life,” 
Bhatia said.

Major aviation disasters are rare in India, 
though Air India, which became privately 
owned in recent years after decades as the 
country’s national carrier, has been involved 
in deadly incidents before.

In 2020, a flight operated by Air India 
Express, a subsidiary of Air India, skidded 
off a runway during a heavy downpour in 
southern India and broke into pieces, killing 
21 people on board. In 2010, 158 people 
were killed when an Air India Express plane 
overshot the runway while landing in the 
western city of Mangalore.

There has been “no accountability,” said 
Ranganathan, the former pilot instructor.

Since its privatization in 2022, Air India – now owned 
by the Tata Group – has faced regulatory setbacks. In 
March, Air India fired a simulator trainer pilot after a 
whistleblower alleged that the pilot had failed to properly 
discharge his duties and misrepresented the number of 
training hours.

Two months before, India’s civil aviation regulator 
fined the airline about $35,000 after it allowed a pilot 
to operate a flight without completing the mandatory 
number of takeoffs and landings. In March 2024, Air India 

was found to be in violation of flight duty time limitations 
– rules that help prevent pilot fatigue – and fined around 
$93,000.

None of those violations could explain Thursday’s 
crash, Bhargava said. But “at the end of the day, the ac-
countability is with the airline,” he said.

Thursday’s crash was the first involving Boeing’s 787, a 
fuel-efficient jet introduced by the company in 2009 and 
dubbed the Dreamliner. The jet that crashed was deliv-
ered to Air India in early 2014; it had taken off and landed 
more than 8,000 times, according to Cirium, an aviation 
analytics firm.

Analysts said the inquiry will probably focus 
on the actions of the pilots, the airline, jet 
maintenance and Boeing – which has strug-
gled for years to recover from two air disasters 
in 2018 and 2019, both involving a design flaw 
in a smaller jet, the 737 Max. Those crashes 
killed a combined 346 people in Indonesia and 
Ethiopia.

“I will not judge by previous controversies,” 
Bhargava said. “I will judge by the safety track 
record of the Dreamliner.” More than 1,100 
Dreamliners in service worldwide had carried 
1 billion passengers with no fatal crashes until 
this week, according to Boeing.

In a news conference Thursday, U.S. 
Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy said the 
NTSB and FAA were deploying investigators to 
assist India.

Duffy added that the inquiry was in its early 
stages but promised to act if safety failures 
were identified. “When one of these planes go 
down, we take it very seriously,” he said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited the 
crash site Friday, touring the wreckage and 

speaking with Viswashkumar Ramesh, the 
flight’s sole survivor. News outlet ANI released 
an image of Modi looking up at the aircraft’s 
mangled tail jutting out from the wall of the col-

lege. The prime minister did not speak to reporters.
Back at the hospital, still bedridden from his injuries, 

Ramesh spoke briefly to local media.
He told the state-run broadcaster Doordarshan that he 

was on the side of the plane that crashed into the ground 
floor of the hospital. “When the door broke, I saw that 
there was some space for me to get out,” he said, his voice 
quivering. “I really don’t know how I survived.”

-The Washington Post
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A police officer stands in front of debris at the crash site after an Air India aircraft, bound 
for London’s Gatwick Airport, crashed during take-off from an airport in Ahmedabad, India 

June 12, 2025. 

Air India Crash Is First Involving Boeing’s Long-Range 
787 Dreamliner

ry-old plane manufacturer. U.S. lawmakers subsequently 
said a battery fire on a 787 in 2013, also linked to design 
problems, foreshadowed those 737 crashes.

But in the years since the battery fire, the 787 has had 
a good safety record with no fatal crashes, according to 
a database of aviation incidents managed by the Flight 
Safety Foundation. Boeing says the aircraft has carried 1 
billion passengers. More than 1,100 Dreamliners are in 
service with airliners around the world, serving some of 
the longest routes airliners operate, and Boeing says it 
has a backlog of 889 more.

Aviation analyst Henry Harteveldt said the 787 Dream-
liner is one of the “workhorses” for airlines’ long-haul 
operations, operated by more than 70 carriers around the 
globe. He said airlines value the flexibility and reliabil-
ity of the various models, while speaking highly of the 
aircraft’s amenities, which include larger than average 
windows.

Air India has 34 in its fleet, according to Cirium.
The airline was founded in 1932 and was taken over by 

the Indian government in 1953. In recent years, the car-
rier struggled financially amid growing competition from 
private carriers and budget upstarts, but it has generally 
had a good record on safety. The last fatal crash involv-
ing the carrier was in 2020 when 21 people died after an 
Air India Express flight skidded off a runway in southern 
India. In 2011, it faced allegations from its own pilots that 
the company failed to pay them on time and forced them 
to fly when ill.

In 2022, the carrier was sold to Tata Sons. The new 
owners have invested heavily in the carrier, launching an 

aggressive push to upgrade training for pilots and flight 
attendants and to improve maintenance procedures, 
Harteveldt said. The carrier also has ordered hundreds of 
new jets to replace older planes.

It was too early to say Thursday morning whether any 
issues at Boeing will be shown to be a factor in the crash. 
The U.S. National Transportation Safety Board said it 
was leading a team of American investigators to India to 
assist in the investigation, which is standard practice for 
crashes involving a U.S. manufacturer.

“We are in contact with Air India regarding Flight 171 
and stand ready to support them,” Boeing said in a state-
ment. “Our thoughts are with the passengers, crew, first 
responders and all affected.”

A confirmation hearing this week for President Donald 
Trump’s nominee to run the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration served as a reminder that Boeing is still under 
scrutiny by regulators and lawmakers after the 2018 and 
2019 crashes and an incident last year in which a panel 
blew off the side of a 737 Max.

The nominee, Bryan Bedford, the chief executive of 
regional airline Republic Airways, told Senate commit-
tee members Wednesday that he would focus on holding 
Boeing accountable for producing high-quality planes 
safely and for listening to its workforce.

The Max crashes cast a long shadow over Boeing. The 
jet, an updated version of its popular 737, was grounded 
worldwide for almost two years as the company worked 
to fix design problems and convince regulators that the 
planes were safe. No one was killed in last year’s door 
panel blowout, but it was linked to an error on Boeing’s 
production line, and the FAA imposed a cap on the num-
ber of Maxes it could produce each month.

A crash in December that killed 179 people at a South 

Korean airport involved an older version of the Boe-
ing 737. It has been linked to the jet colliding with birds 
before making an emergency landing on a runway that 
ended at a concrete barrier.

The wide-body 787 has also recently suffered from 
manufacturing problems related to its lightweight 
carbon-fiber composite structure – an innovation that 
made the jet lighter and more fuel efficient. The FAA said 
last year that it was investigating claims by a company 
whistleblower that sections of the jets had been fastened 
together improperly, but Boeing said the issues raised did 
not pose a safety risk.

As part of its turnaround efforts, Boeing hired a new 
chief executive, Kelly Ortberg, last summer, putting an 
engineer in charge of the company. Previous leaders had 
moved the company’s headquarters to Chicago and then 
the Washington region, but Ortberg based himself in its 
traditional Seattle home.

Boeing avoided criminal culpability last month in a 
case brought in connection with the 737 crashes that 
accused the company of misleading regulators. It struck 
a deal with prosecutors at the Justice Department that 
involved admitting to some of its misconduct and estab-
lishing a $444.5 million fund for the victims. In exchange, 
a criminal charge would be dropped, angering the 
families of the victims who wanted the company held to 
account in court.

The same month, Ortberg joined Trump in Doha, 
Qatar, to announce that Qatar Airways had placed an 
order for 130 of Boeing’s 787s and dozens of other jets, a 
purchase that could be worth as much as $96 billion.

-The Washington Post

-Continued From Page 6

-Continued From Page 6
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Transform your bath
with a walk-in tub

877-418-1237
SCHEDULE A FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION
*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. Offers valid thru 7/31/25

CALL (888) 704−5670

• Fair Cash Off er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees
• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

We Buy Houses!
Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 

with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 
No Repairs. No Fuss.

BUY 1, GET 1

40% OFF*

$200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase*

PLUS

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

888-610-7738TOLL
FREE 

OFFER ENDS 8/31

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-855-916-5473

CALL (888) 704−5670

• Fair Cash Off er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees
• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

We Buy Houses!
Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 

with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 
No Repairs. No Fuss.

844-919-1682

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE, 
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COST.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.  Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new 
service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

Plans start at just $20/month.
Switch & Save Today

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money 
in your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll 
rush you a FREE Information Kit 

with all the details.

Product not available in all states. Acceptance is guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NV: call 1-800-969-4781 for a similar offer. In WV: To fi nd a 
provider in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/dental/fi nd-dentist. For complete details about this solicitation of insurance, please contact us. Certifi cate C250A; Insurance Policy 
P150. Certifi cate C254 (ID: C254ID, PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154 (GA: P154GA, NY: P154NY, OK: P154OK, TN: P154TN)
6129-0524

Receive a free 5−year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877−516−1160  
to schedule your free quote!

KITCHEN & BATH SOLUTIONS

Get 40% off your
kitchen install.

(855) 281-6439

Learn more and schedule 
your free design consultation.

*Discount applies to the installation of new cabinets and 
refacing only. Minimum of $10,000 project value. Offer valid 
on new customer agreements only. Offer valid through June 
30th, 2025. Offer may not be combined with other offers. 
Nassau: H1759490000  Suffolk: 16183-H  NY/Rockland: 5642.

Experience a new 
standard of service
every step of the way.

One touch of a button 
                  sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me.

Batteries Never Need Charging.

SAVING A LIFE

 EVERY 11 MINUTES!

®

HELP ON THE GO

with GPS!

HELP AT HOME

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776
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Lunch Plates Abandoned, Plane Parts Embedded In Walls After 
Air India Jet Hit Doctors’ Hostel

L
unch break at a doctors’ hostel in 
India’s Ahmedabad turned fatal 
for many in the dining area when 
parts of an Air India aircraft crashed 
through its roof as the plane hurtled 

to the ground moments after takeoff, kill-
ing more than 240 people.

Only one passenger survived the crash 
of the London-bound Boeing 787-8 
Dreamliner jet on Thursday, the world’s 
worst aviation disaster in a decade. As 
many as 24 people on the ground were 
also killed, according to local media.

A day later, Thakur Ravi, who worked 
in the kitchen at the B.J. Medical College 
hostel, is still searching for his mother – a 
cook there – and his two-year-old daugh-
ter, who he left under her care.

The last time he saw them was before 
he set off to deliver lunch boxes to senior 
doctors at the hospital, about half an hour 
before the crash.

“All the other ladies who cook food at 
the hostel managed to escape, but my 
mother and daughter got left inside … I 
have searched everywhere but have not 
found them,” he told reporters on Friday.

At least four undergraduate students 
and five relatives of students were killed 
in the crash, a resident doctor, who is part 

of the junior doctors’ association at the 
college, told Reuters on the condition of 
anonymity.

Images of the dining area shortly after 
the incident showed wheels and other 
parts of the aircraft embedded in the 
walls, while debris and belongings of the 
students, including clothes and books, lay 
scattered on the floor.

Steel tumblers and plates still contain-
ing some food lay on the few tables that 
were left intact, with a section of the air-

craft that was partially wedged on top of 
the damaged building giving an indication 
of the devastation inside.

A strong stench of jet fuel hung in the 
air at the site on Friday, as authorities 
used cranes to remove charred trees and 
debris, while a portion of the wall of the 
top floor of the hostel lay on the ground.

Loud wails could be heard at the home 
of Akash, a resident of Ahmedabad who 
was charred to death as he rushed to save 

his mother who ran a tea stall near the 
hostel and was caught in the blaze of the 
crash but managed to escape.

“Her son ran in to save her but got 
blinded by the smoke and…was com-
pletely burnt. He died in front of our 
eyes,” Akash’s aunt, Jasi, told Reuters, 
adding that his mother sustained burn 
injuries and was undergoing treatment.

-Reuters

By  Sudipto Ganguly and                                   
Abhijith Ganapavaram

P
H

O
T

O
: R

E
U

T
E

R
S/

A
d

n
an

 A
bi

d
i

P
H

O
T

O
: A

N
I

Debris lies at the crash site after an Air India aircraft, bound for London’s 
Gatwick Airport, crashed during take-off from an airport in Ahmedabad, 

India June 12, 2025.

Many students were seen with injuries, fractures, and damaged belongings.

Sole Survivor Of Air India Crash Recounts Seeing Others Dying
As He Escaped

T
he sole survivor of the Air India 
plane crash that killed more than 
240 people said on Friday he 
hardly believed he was alive as he 

recounted seeing others dying near him 
as he escaped out of a broken emergency 
exit.

Ramesh Viswashkumar, who police 
said was in seat 11A near the emergency 
exit and managed to squeeze through the 
broken hatch, was filmed after Thursday’s 
crash limping on the street in a blood-
stained T-shirt with bruises on his face.

That social media footage of Viswash-
kumar, a British national of Indian origin, 
has been broadcast across India’s news 
channels since the Boeing 787-8 Dream-
liner erupted in a ball of fire after it plum-
meted onto a medical college hostel mo-
ments after taking off from Ahmedabad.

It was the worst aviation disaster in 
a decade and his escape is being hailed 
as the “miracle of seat 11A” in the British 
media.

“I don’t believe how I survived. For 
some time I thought I was also going to 
die,” 40-year-old Viswashkumar told In-
dian state broadcaster DD News from his 
hospital bed on Friday.

“But when I opened my eyes, I realized 
I was alive and I tried to unbuckle myself 
from the seat and escape from where I 
could. It was in front of my eyes that the 
air hostess and others (died).”

He was travelling with his brother Ajay, 
who had been seated in a different row, 

members of his family have said.
“The side of the plane I was in landed 

on the ground, and I could see that there 
was space outside the aircraft, so when 
my door broke I tried to escape through it 
and I did,” Viswashkumar said.

“The opposite side of the aircraft was 
blocked by the building wall so nobody 
could have come out of there.”

Viswashkumar suffered burns and 
bruises and has been kept under obser-
vation, an official at the Civil Hospital 
in Ahmedabad told Reuters by phone, 
requesting anonymity.

“His escape … and without any griev-
ous injury, was nothing short of a miracle. 
He also realizes that and is a bit shaken by 

the trauma of it too,” the official said.
FAMILY HEARTBROKEN OVER BROTHER
Police said some people at the hostel 

and others on the ground were also killed 
in the crash. Rescue workers were search-
ing for missing people and aircraft parts 
in the charred buildings of the hostel on 
Friday to help find the cause of the crash.

Air India has said the investigation will 
take time. Plane-maker Boeing has said a 
team of experts is ready to go to India to 
help in the probe.

Viswashkumar said the plane seemed 
to come to a standstill in midair for a few 
seconds shortly after take-off and the 
green and white cabin lights were turned 
on.

He said he could feel the engine thrust 
increasing but then the plane “crashed 
with speed into the hostel”.

At the family home in Leicester, central 
England, Viswashkumar’s cousin Hiren 
Kantilal said they had spoken with him via 
video call that morning and relatives were 
urgently trying to make arrangements to 
travel to India.

Asked about Viswashkumar’s brother, 
Kantilal said: “We can’t describe in the 
words, we are totally heartbroken.”

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
who arrived in his home state of Gujarat 
to visit the crash site, met Viswashkumar 
in hospital on Friday.

-Reuters
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Members of local community stand outside family home of 
Ramesh Viswashkumar, a British survivor of the London-bound Air India aircraft 

crash near Ahmedabad Airport in India, in Leicester, Britain, June 12, 2025.

The sole survivor of the Air India plane crash that killed more than 240 people 
said he got out of a broken emergency exit after the aircraft hit a medical college 

hostel in the city of Ahmedabad.
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NIH Scientists Have Been Angry For Months. Some Rebel, 
Send Dissenting Letter To Director Jay Bhattacharya

M
ore than 90 staffers at the National Institutes of 
Health signed their names to a letter of dissent 
to Director Jay Bhattacharya in a rare sign of 
open resistance by career government employ-
ees.

The letter warns that Trump administration policies 
such as terminating peer-reviewed grants, interrupting 
global collaborations and firing essential staff are wasting 
public resources, undermining the NIH’s mission and 
harming the health of people in the United States and 
beyond.

“The life-and-death nature of our work demands that 
changes be thoughtful and vetted. We are compelled 
to speak up when our leadership prioritizes political 
momentum over human safety and faithful stewardship 
of public resources,” the letter says. “Many of us have 
raised these concerns to NIH leadership, yet they remain 
unaddressed, and we are pressured to implement harm-
ful measures.”

Officials who administer grant portfolios, early-career 
scientists and longtime staffers are among those who 
signed, calling the document the “Bethesda declaration” 
for the city in Maryland where the NIH is headquartered. 
The letter is modeled after the Great Barrington declara-
tion, Bhattacharya’s dissent to the government’s covid 

policies in 2020, which was written in Great Barrington, 
Massachusetts, and helped catapult him to prominence.

“The Bethesda Declaration has some fundamental 
misconceptions about the policy directions the NIH has 
taken in recent months, including the continuing support 
of the NIH for international collaboration,” Bhattacharya 
said in a statement. “Nevertheless, respectful dissent in 
science is productive. We all want the NIH to succeed.”

The Trump administration has described its actions as 
eliminating red tape, increasing accountability of science 
and removing ideological influence. It has said that a new 
policy for grants that include subawards to researchers 
in foreign countries increases accountability. Another 
target has been funding that includes diversity, equity 
and inclusion initiatives aimed at broadening participa-
tion in science.

Michael Kratsios, director of the White House Office of 
Science Technology and Policy, said in a speech in May 
that “political biases are displacing the vital search for 
truth,” adding that efforts to make science more inclusive 
“degrade our scientific enterprise. DEI represents an ex-
istential threat to the real diversity of thought that forms 
the foundation of the scientific community.”

Some NIH employees – a number of whom have 
participated in protests and walked out of a town hall 
featuring Bhattacharya – say the Trump administration’s 
actions have raised existential questions about the state 
of science in America.

Since the inauguration, dozens of employees who 
work at the National Institutes of Health have spoken 
with The Washington Post on the condition of anonymity 
for fear of retribution. They described a climate of fear 
and anxiety and an inability to perform routine tasks due 
to the administration’s disruptions.

By Carolyn Y. Johnson
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National Institutes of Health Director Jay Bhattacharya speaks 
in the Oval Office as President Donald Trump signs executive orders 

on May 5. 

Across The U.S., More Than 45,000 Participate In 100 
BAPS Charities Walks

M
ore than 45,000 Americans 
across 100 cities participated 
in the annual BAPS Charities 
Walk-Run this past weekend, 

the result of a nationwide initiative to sup-
port local organizations.

The initiative ended up supporting 
more than 50 local organizations—from 
fire and police departments to groups 
serving veterans, seniors, women, and the 
homeless, a press release from BAPS said. 
More than 20 health-focused nonprofits 
also benefited, including those advanc-
ing mental health, cancer care, and family 

wellness. Several schools and education 
programs received support as well.

There was significant volunteer effort 
behind the initiative. From 16-year-old 
Aarav Dubal in Robbinsville, New Jersey, 
to seniors walking with canes in Los Ange-
les, California, the energy was contagious, 
organizers said.

This year’s theme was “Spirit of Ser-
vice.”

In Houston, TX, the walk supported 
NAMI Greater Houston, helping fund 
mental health services in a city where 
post-pandemic demand has surged. 
In San Jose, CA, thousands laced up to 
provide essential resources for local public 
schools. Orlando, FL walkers raised funds 
for a children’s cancer camp. The Dallas, 

TX community rallied behind local vet-
erans to ensure they receive the support 
they deserve. In Detroit, MI, participants 
walked to support their community, and 
in Albany, NY, the walk also benefited 
the local fire department. Meanwhile, in 
Philadelphia, PA, walkers gave back to 
underserved neighborhoods and commu-
nity centers. In Sugar Land, TX, hundreds 
joined the walk, including Mayor Joe 
Zimmerman, who lauded the effort: “Your 
community makes a real difference in 
Sugar Land. What you do matters.”

“Wonderful charities like BAPS Chari-
ties are helping to fight the stigma around 
mental health, and we appreciate you for 
that,” said Angela Hudson, CEO of NAMI 
Greater Houston.

“It’s one thing to care,” said Bhargav 
Ashier, a participant in Edison, NJ. “But it’s 
another thing to show up. And this week-
end, America showed up in force, proving 
that compassion is a powerful force for 
change.”

BAPS Charities has cultivated a grass-
roots model over two decades, with more 
than 1,100 Walk-Runs held across North 
America in that period. President of BAPS 
Charities Nilkanth Patel, describes the 
expansion as “the kindness ripple effect,” 
adding “From New York to Houston, and 
San Jose to Detroit, our interconnected 
community is driven by compassion, 
ensures our work touches lives in cities all 
across the country.”

By a Staff Writer
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Ribbon cutting ceremony of the BAPS Charities Walk in Lansdale, PA in support of the 
Autism CaresFoundation and Liz’s Birthday Closet, raising awareness for children with special needs 

and those facing hardship.

A $10,000 donation from BAPS Charities Walk in Los Angeles supports the TGR Foundation’s mission to
empower youth through education and career readiness programs.



ARIES: This week brings crucial moments 
where your decisions could shape 
your long-term journey. Academ-
ic challenges might surface, de-
manding your full att ention and 

hard work. Work responsibilities could pile 
up, keeping you busy and on your toes. Even 
with fi nancial stability, it’s wise to be mind-
ful of unnecessary expenditures. A thought-
ful gesture from someone close will uplift  
your spirits. A family celebration may fi ll 
your heart with joy and off er a chance to re-
connect. A short trip to rejuvenate may also 
be on the cards. .

TAURUS: Helping someone in need is like-
ly, but it’s best to do so without ex-
pecting anything in return. Eff orts 
at work are set to bring positive 
outcomes, paving the way for new 
opportunities. Academic progress 

remains steady, keeping you on track. If you 
are eyeing a big purchase, evaluating your 
budget fi rst would be wise. Seeking advice 
from an experienced person may help you 
get back in shape. Family gatherings are pre-
dicted, bringing happiness and nostalgia. 

GEMINI: Someone might observe your 
progress, but you are unlikely to 
give them any reason to complain. 
Academic pursuits may demand 
more of your time and focus this 
week. Planning an event may pose 

some logistical challenges, particularly in 
coordinating with others. You may sense a 
slight distance in your romantic relationship, 
making it a good time to understand their 
perspective. Keeping track of your expenses 
will aid in maintaining fi nancial security. 

CANCER: You may fi nd it challenging to 
lead without participating fully 
this week. Those in marketing and 
business development could see 
signifi cant progress. A colleague’s 
unexpected support may come as 

a pleasant surprise. Academic goals seem at-
tainable if you remain dedicated. Organizing 
a social event can enhance your reputation 
and help you build stronger connections. Fi-
nancially, careful planning will be essential 
to maintain balance. 

LEO: This week, sett ing aside personal goals 
to help others may be necessary. 
Opportunities in property invest-
ment or real estate might come 
your way. Some may even get the 
chance to drive a new vehicle. Fi-

nancial gains are likely as past investments 
begin to bear fruit. A new fi tness regime could 
lead to long-term health benefi ts. A fresh look 
or style change could be on the cards, adding 
a touch of vibrancy to your life. .

VIRGO:  This week presents a good op-
portunity to approach infl uential 
people for assistance. Your con-
tribution to a social cause might 
earn you recognition and respect. 
At work, your proactive nature 

will keep you ahead of expectations, leaving 
a lasting impression. Academically, things 
look promising as your hard work begins to 

show results. Thoughtful fi nancial decisions 
will help you stretch your budget and save 
more eff ectively.

LIBRA: Handling multiple responsibilities 
may be demanding, so it’s impor-
tant to pace yourself. Your eff orts 
at work are likely to be appreci-
ated, boosting your confi dence. 
Academically, challenges may 

ease, leading to satisfying outcomes. Family 
matt ers might require collective decision-
making, so open dialogue is crucial. Social 
engagements will likely enhance your im-
age, while your health remains stable.

SCORPIO: Managing responsibilities in-
dependently at work could test 
your patience, but you are likely 
to handle it well. Achieving your 
goals might not be straightfor-

ward, but perseverance will lead to success. 
Academic pursuits seem promising, with 
eff orts paying off . A cheerful outing with 
friends or family is anticipated. Romantic 
developments might surprise you, brighten-
ing your mood. Property matt ers may bring 
fi nancial benefi ts. 

SAGITTARIUS: This week is set to bring 
fruitful results for your hard work. 
Opportunities to display your 
skills may arise in both profes-
sional and social spaces. Academic 
progress remains steady, boosting 

your confi dence. Financially, maintaining a 
conservative approach will ensure stability. 
Health issues are likely to improve, bringing 
comfort and peace of mind. .

CAPRICORN: A reunion with someone 
from your past may evoke nostal-
gic memories. Travel plans might 
take shape, off ering a refreshing 
break. Work-related tasks are 
likely to be completed smoothly 

and effi  ciently. Women at work may fi nd 
themselves balancing professional and per-
sonal lives eff ortlessly. Your innovative ideas 
could catch the eye of superiors, enhancing 
your career prospects. Academic matt ers re-
main steady and manageable. 

AQUARIUS: Staying ahead at work will be 
essential to maintaining your po-
sition. Starting a new fi tness rou-
tine might help you achieve your 
health goals. On the academic 
front, it’s wise to be satisfi ed with 

what you have instead of pushing too hard. 
Romantic relationships seem to blossom, 
bringing joy. Plans for a social event may re-
quire some adjustments. 

PISCES: An unexpected work opportunity 
may present itself, promising good 
outcomes if seized. You might en-
counter someone’s mood swings, 
but it’s best to remain unaff ected. 

Socially, minor setbacks may occur, but they 
are manageable. Academic eff orts might 
require extra focus to overcome hurdles. Fi-
nancially, improvements are likely, providing 
a sense of relief. Health remains strong and 
energetic. 
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Dealing With Sunday Scaries? Here’s How To Address 
That Anxiety

S
arah Redmond, a 27-year-old ul-
trasound technician, said she feels 
some form of dread “pretty much 
every Sunday.”

“It’s not that I hate the job it-
self,” said Redmond, of Louisville. “It’s just 
being in, like, a cage - in an office all day.”

When the weekend comes to a close, 
Redmond said it feels like “my freedom 
is ending.” One Sunday, she recorded a 
video on TikTok to “I Dreamed a Dream,” 
a song from the musical “Les Misérables” 
about a life that has fallen apart. The video 
of Redmond, wrapped in a blanket, lip-
synching the song, has been played more 
than 7 million times.

“I get the Sunday scaries on Friday eve-
ning,” one person replied on TikTok.

Anxiety is a normal human emotion 
many people feel in anticipation of what’s 
to come, such as the workweek, experts 
said. Sunday scaries is “a lovely allitera-
tion for something that people have been 
feeling for generations,” said Kathleen M. 
Pike, a professor of psychology at Colum-
bia University’s Mailman School of Public 
Health and the chief executive of One 
Mind, a nonprofit that funds research on 
mental health care and workplace well-
ness.

Not everyone has Sunday scaries, but 
anxious people identify with the feeling, 
said Judson Brewer, a professor at Brown 
University’s School of Public Health and 
the author of the book “Unwinding Anxi-
ety.” The term becomes part of a person’s 
lexicon, and videos on social media 
amplify the message and reinforce their 
perception, he said.

Redmond has mixed feelings about the 
millions of views for her TikTok video. She 
said that it’s nice to know so many people 
feel the same way and that it helps to 
laugh about it together, but that “it’s also 
kind of sad.”

“I do feel kind of stuck. And, I feel like 
a lot of people feel that way. Especially 
in their mid- to late 20s,” Redmond said. 
“You feel like you’re getting older. You feel 
like you’re running out of time.”

WHY DO PEOPLE FEEL THE SUNDAY SCARIES?
A person can feel anxious on a Sun-

day for two reasons, said Jack Nitschke, 
a psychologist and neuroscientist at the 
University of Wisconsin at Madison. You’re 
anticipating plans for the upcoming week, 
and the future is inherently uncertain.

“It’s exactly the same thing that’s driv-
ing morning anxiety,” he said. “It’s the 
anticipation of what lies ahead in the day.”

Erik Davies, a 35-year-old resident phy-
sician in Cleveland, said he had a sense of 
dread returning to work on Monday after 
a week on vacation in North Carolina.

“I just knew when I open my email, or 
step back into the clinic, my email will be 
blowing up,” he said. “Anticipating that on 
Monday was really getting to me.”

Morra Aarons-Mele, host of the podcast 
“The Anxious Achiever,” said our jobs and 
managers hold an overwhelming power 
over our mental health. Earlier in her 
career, she said, her Sunday anxiety got so 
bad her husband suggested she quit.

“It really overtook my life. It’s visceral,” 
Aarons-Mele said. “Sunday scaries is a 
cute name, but the feeling isn’t cute.”

Everybody feels anxiety; it’s “an ancient 
emotion,” Aarons-Mele said. And it’s com-
mon to feel anxious about your job. Our 

jobs provide our well-being, livelihood 
and purpose in society, she said. Looming 
layoffs, or other signs of economic uncer-
tainty, can create uncertainty and lead us 
to feel anxious about the future.

“Of course you’re anxious. How could 
you not be?” she said. “The headlines are 
terrifying.”

It is “totally appropriate” to feel anxious 
the Sunday before your first day on a job 
or the night before a big presentation, 
Aarons-Mele said. You’re going to feel anx-
ious when you’re challenging yourself. But 
if you feel anxious every Sunday, or before 
every check-in with a manager, that’s a 
feeling to investigate further, perhaps with 
a therapist.

Recognize how anxiety makes you feel, 
Aarons-Mele said. What are the signs that 
you’re anxious? And at what points in time 
do you feel anxious?

“If there’s one person at your job who 
is triggering all that anxiety, that’s really 
important to know,” she said.

HOW TO MANAGE YOUR ANXIETY ON SUNDAY
Try to reframe how you think of your 

Sunday. The term Sunday scaries frames 
the day through “anxiety-colored glasses,” 
Brewer said. However, Sunday is neither 
good or bad - and people have control 
over how they perceive the day, he said.

“The part that we don’t have control 
over is the fact that Sunday turns into 
Monday,” Brewer said. “But what we do 
have control over is how we relate to that, 
or how we view that.”

Before dinner on Sunday, sit down and 
rehearse the week, Aarons-Mele said. 
Include your partner or kids, if you want. 
People are often anxious when they feel 

a loss of control, she said. Go day by day 
through your responsibilities at home and 
work. Planning minimizes uncertainty 
and helps you identify what’s within your 
control.

When you start to feel overwhelmed 
during the week, write down “a very de-
tailed to-do list,” Aarons-Mele said.

“It’s an old cognitive behavioral therapy 
tool, but it really works,” she said. “It’s 
about being really, really granular and ac-
counting for your time.”

Keep track of all the good things that 
happen on Monday and Tuesday. For two 
months, document the positive feedback 
you get at work, or the enjoyable mo-
ments spent catching up with co-workers, 
Nitschke said. Test whether there’s any 
merit to your Sunday anxiety.

“There’s often a lot of good things that 
happen on Monday and Tuesday, and, yet, 
we’re spending all this time on Sunday 
having Sunday scaries,” Nitschke said. “As 
is often the case with anxiety and worry, 
we’re fabricating a future that’s miserable.”

Elizabeth Pearson, a 28-year-old 
supply-chain manager who lives in Chi-
cago, said that when she starts to spiral 
into a loop of anxiety, she falls back on 
a list of simple activities she does to feel 
grounded, such as calling her mom or 
walking her dog.

“It’s really easy to get wrapped up in 
all that worry about the future,” Pearson 
said. “You’re spiraling so much that you’re 
not able to exist in your body, in this mo-
ment.”

-The Washington Post

By Teddy Amenabar

NIH Scientists Have Been Angry For Months. Some Rebel, 
Send Dissenting Letter To Director Jay Bhattacharya

The letter represents a new level of concern from 
people within the agency, with some now willing to be 
identified: It was signed by 92 people by name and 250 
additional people anonymously.

Jenna Norton, an NIH program director who said she 
was speaking as a private citizen, said the fear of being 
punished for signing the letter was outweighed by the 
fear of not saying anything.

“We wanted a way to speak up together, to make it 
clear to ourselves and our colleagues that this isn’t who 
NIH is,” said Norton, who oversees grants, with a focus 
on research to address health disparities in kidney and 
urological diseases. “We aren’t here to harm people. We’re 
here to help people – and we aren’t being heard when we 
raise concerns in more traditional ways.”

Ian Morgan, a postdoctoral researcher focused on 
combating antimicrobial resistance who also said he is 
speaking as a private citizen, has been at the NIH off and 
on for nearly 15 years, starting with a summer internship. 
Morgan said he sees the document as a letter of hope that 
the course can be corrected.

“I feel like if I put my head down and I didn’t say any-
thing, my research would be somewhat unobjectionable 

to the current administration and I could get by – but 
where would that leave the world around me,” Morgan 
said.

The letter argues that the administration has politi-
cized research by canceling $9.5 billion of peer-reviewed 
grants and $2.6 billion in contracts. It says the adminis-
tration is abandoning the process that ensures the most 
meritorious science is funded, citing the decision to fund 
an “unvetted” flu vaccine project led by two of the insti-
tute’s leaders. It opposes administration policies such as 
capping the funding that supports the administrative and 
facilities costs of doing science, and the firing of essential 
staff.

“What I would like the public to know is that these 
were carefully vetted projects. Just because they have 
some buzzwords in them, please look a little bit deeper. 
These went through peer review, panels of experts who 
read every word carefully,” said Benjamin Feldman, an 
NIH scientist who uses CRISPR gene-editing technology 
in zebrafish.

The letter also details a widespread fear that the mas-
sive slowdown in NIH spending over the past five months 
could mean the agency will not be able to use all its fund-
ing this year – which could be used to justify the budget 
cuts proposed by the Trump administration.

A group of biomedical advocacy organizations met 
with Bhattacharya in late May to express concern that the 
NIH’s current budget might not be spent. Bhattacharya 
said he would spend all the money allocated to the NIH, 
according to a letter those agencies sent to him last week.

“We are deeply grateful to you and your staff for taking 
the time to meet with us on Thursday, May 29. Most im-
portantly, we appreciate your commitment that NIH will 
fully obligate all FY25 funds by the end of the fiscal year,” 
the advocacy groups wrote to Bhattacharya.

An accompanying letter signed by prominent scien-
tists, including multiple Nobel laureates, argues that the 
Make America Healthy Again initiative refers to an “un-
defined time in the past.” The letter cites massive gains 
against heart disease, childhood leukemia and measles 
since 1960.

“Certainly, much work remains to better treat disease 
and improve the health of Americans, such as addressing 
increased rates of obesity, diabetes, and opioid depen-
dency. But, glamorizing a mythical past, while ignoring 
important progress made through biomedical research, 
does not enhance the health of American people,” the 
outside scientists wrote.

-The Washington Post

-Continued From Page 12
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Lamb Chops With Lemongrass And Cumin Are A Feast For 
The Senses

“D
uring the summers in 
Kamakura, the part of 
Japan where I grew up in, 
my grandmother would 
bring out a round cast-iron 

griddle to cook Genghis Khan Mongo-
lian barbecue and invite the neighbors,” 
Sonoko Sakai writes in her cookbook 
“Wafu Cooking,” a collection of recipes 
from around the world adapted to use 
Japanese ingredients or techniques. It’s a 
style of cooking known as wafu.

The barbecue Sakai describes, called 
jingisukan in Japan, features lamb or 
mutton marinated in a variety of aromat-
ics and spices, mainly ginger and cumin. 
Sakai’s grilled lamb chop recipe, a nod 
to her grandmother’s cookouts and the 
sensational smokiness of jingisukan, is 
infused with ginger, garlic, cumin and the 
grassy, citrus-like flavor of lemongrass.

Like Taiwanese-style Mongolian 
barbecue, jingisukan is not based on a 
recipe from Mongolia; it’s a signature 
dish of Japan’s northernmost main island, 
Hokkaido. The dish owes its existence and 
popularity to lore, history and regional 
pride: “During the party someone would 
retell the legend of Kublai Khan’s attempts 
to conquer the Japanese archipelago in 
the twelfth century with 4,400 ships and 
140,000 soldiers, which were thwarted 
when typhoons known as kamikaze 
(‘divine wind’) destroyed their fleet,” she 
wrote.

In his 2024 “Japan: Hokkaido” guide, 
travel writer Tom Fay calls jingisukan 
“probably Hokkaido’s most famous spe-
cialty.” The cast-iron griddle is traditional-
ly dome-shaped, “to resemble the helmet 
of Genghis Khan,” Fay writes, explaining 
that, as the lamb cooks on top, its fat 
and juices run down to the bottom rim, 
where vegetables are added to cook and 
pick up some of that smoky, gingery 
flavor. This recipe, for Lamb Chops With 
Lemongrass and Cumin, puts that ele-
ment in play: After cooking the meat, 
you’ll use the same skillet, greased with 
rich lamb fat, to cook chopped zucchini - 
or any vegetable you’d like.

Fay ends his jingisukan missive with a 
warning I found amusing: “Beware, some 
establishments can be a little smoky and 
can leave your clothes smelling quite fla-
voursome.” I’m tempted to print that and 
post it in the entryway to my apartment, 
because if I’m making a recipe like these 
lamb chops, things are going to get smoky.

Turns out, that was an element of 
Sakai’s grandmother’s feasts, too. “The 
smoke from the griddle hurt my eyes, but 
I wanted to stay close to the action,” she 
wrote.

When I called Sakai recently, she elabo-
rated on the setup, which sounds similar 
to the one at establishments that special-
ize in the dish: “My grandmother would 
place this huge round cast-iron griddle 
over charcoal and wood, with meat and 
vegetables on top, and we would just sur-
round it and eat,” she told me.

“Jingisukan is more than just a meal,” 
Hermann Candahashi writes in “The 
Evolution of Japanese Cuisine,” “it’s a 
social event. Typically, friends and family 
sit around the grill, everyone takes what 

they want, and the shared meal can last 
for hours.”

Sakai wanted to capture those flavors 
and that feeling, but in a way that bet-
ter fit her life in California today. She has 
always loved lamb, a meat she says is not 
very popular in Japan because of its strong 
flavor. But she has long preferred quick-
cooking chops to a large cut. So, for her 
wafu take on jingisukan, she calls for rib 
chops. (Loin chops will also work here.) 
Her marinade is based on a teriyaki sauce, 
sweet and salty, with garlic, ginger, green 
chile and cumin. She also adds lemon-
grass, just because she always has some 
growing in her garden.

I love how the lemongrass plays off the 
earthy, musky cumin. Though there’s a 
relatively small amount of cumin here, 
you can taste it next to the ginger and 
garlic. The sweetness of mirin and depth 
of soy sauce are evened out by a finishing 
squeeze of lime juice.

“That’s the thing about wafu cooking,” 
Sakai said. “It means Japanese style, but it 
also means harmony.” Smoky but bright, 
rich yet tempered, these lamb chops are 
wafu, through and through.

LAMB CHOPS WITH LEMONGRASS AND CUMIN
2 to 4 servings (makes 6 to 8 lamb 

chops and 3 cups zucchini)
Total time: 30 mins
Lemongrass adds a minty, citrus-for-

ward flavor to these quick-cooking lamb 

chops. The marinade also includes ginger, 
soy sauce, garlic, green chile and cumin, 
while mirin adds a touch of sweetness. 
Adapted from cookbook author Sonoko 
Sakai’s “Wafu Cooking,” the dish is an 
homage to Jingisukan, or the “Genghis 
Khan” barbecue dishes served in Hok-
kaido, Japan, where lamb has been raised 
since the late 19th century.

Marinate the lamb for as short as 10 
minutes or as long as 10 hours; either 
way, the flavors clinging to the exterior 
of the meat are enhanced by a quick sear 
in a very hot pan. While the cooked lamb 
is resting, use the residual fat in the pan 
to cook a fresh, sturdy vegetable - in this 
case, hunks of zucchini. As the squash 
softens and browns, it will pick up the 
charred bits of the lamb and marinade left 
behind.

Make ahead: The marinade can be 
made and refrigerated 1 day in advance. 
The lamb needs to marinate for at least 10 
minutes and up to 10 hours before cook-
ing.

Storage: Refrigerate for up to 4 days.
Where to buy: Fresh lemongrass can be 

found at farmers markets, Asian markets 
and well-stocked supermarkets.

INGREDIENTS
• 2 (3-inch) stalks fresh lemongrass, 

trimmed, dry outer layers discarded, 
minced

• 2 garlic cloves, minced or pressed
• 1 (1-inch) piece fresh ginger, minced 

or finely grated
• 2 tablespoons soy sauce, preferably 

low-sodium
• 1 1/2 tablespoons mirin
• 1/2 serrano pepper, stemmed, seeded 

and minced (optional)
• 1/2 teaspoon ground cumin
• 1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black 

pepper
• 6 to 8 lamb rib chops (1 1/2 pounds 

total), about 3/4 inch thick, patted dry
• 3 tablespoons high-heat cooking 

oil, such as vegetable or sunflower, 
divided

• 2 medium zucchini (1 pound total), 
coarsely chopped

• 2 limes, cut into wedges, for serving
• flaky sea salt, for serving (optional)

STEPS
In a large bowl, stir together the lem-

ongrass, garlic, ginger, soy sauce, mirin, 
serrano, if using, cumin and black pepper 
until combined. Add the lamb and, using 
your hands, toss until well coated with 
the marinade. Add 1 tablespoon of the oil, 
toss again to coat and let marinate for 10 
minutes, or cover and refrigerate for up to 
10 hours. Allow the lamb to come to room 
temperature before cooking.

When you’re ready to cook, remove the 
lamb from the marinade and use a knife to 
scrape off any excess clinging to the meat, 
as it will burn during cooking.

In a large (12-inch) cast-iron or carbon-
steel skillet over high heat, heat the re-
maining 2 tablespoons of oil until it begins 
to shimmer. Working in batches as needed 
to prevent overcrowding, add the lamb 
chops, leaving about an inch of space 
between each one, and sear until well 
browned with a bit of char on the edges, 2 
to 3 minutes. (A little smoke is okay, but if 
it gets to be too much, reduce the heat to 
medium-high.) Flip, and cook the other 
side until browned and lightly charred, 
another 2 to 3 minutes. For medium-rare, 
an instant-read thermometer inserted 
into the thickest part of a chop away from 
the bone should read 130 degrees. Remove 
from the heat, transfer the lamb to a 
platter and cover loosely with foil to keep 
warm.

Return the skillet to medium heat. 
Add the zucchini to the skillet and sauté, 
stirring constantly, until browned all over 
with some blackened spots, 5 to 7 min-
utes, then remove from the heat. Uncover 
the lamb, and transfer the zucchini to the 
platter. Garnish with the lime wedges and 
sprinkle with flaky sea salt, if desired, and 
serve, family-style.

Substitutions: If you can’t find fresh 
lemongrass >> skip it. Prepared lemon-
grass paste is too finely ground for this 
recipe, and may burn during cooking. 
In addition to lime wedges >> you could 
garnish the chops with fresh mint or 
cilantro. If you don’t have fresh ginger >> 
use additional garlic. (It’s best not to use 
dried ginger here, as it will burn during 
cooking.) Mirin >> 1 teaspoon granulated 
or light brown sugar. If you can’t find lamb 
rib chops >> substitute lamb loin chops. 
No lamb? >> Use pork chops; boneless, 
skinless chicken thighs; or slabs of extra-
firm tofu, with adjustments to the cooking 
time. Zucchini >> sliced carrots, chopped 
butternut squash, snap peas, corn on the 
cob or chopped kale. Limes >> lemons.

Nutrition per serving (2 lamb rib chops 
and 3/4 cup zucchini), based on 4, using 
half the marinade: 478 calories, 7g carbo-
hydrates, 112mg cholesterol, 35g fat, 1g 
fiber, 34g protein, 13g saturated fat, 273mg 
sodium, 4g sugar

This analysis is an estimate based on 
available ingredients and this preparation. 
It should not substitute for a dietitian’s or 
nutritionist’s advice.

Adapted from “Wafu Cooking” by So-
noko Sakai (Knopf, 2024).

-Special to The Washington Post

By G. Daniela Galarza 
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Lamb Chops with Lemongrass and Cumin.

Prepping lemongrass for mincing.



June 20, 202516 DESI TALK



www.desitalkchicago.com – that’s all you need to know

17 ENTERTAINMENT June 20, 2025

Sunjay Kapur Dies At 53 Following Rare Medical Emergency 
During Polo Match In England

B
usiness magnate and former celebrity spouse 
Sunjay Kapur has died at the age of 53 after a 
tragic medical incident during a polo match in 
England on June 12. Kapur, a U.S. citizen, report-
edly suffered a fatal heart attack brought on by a 

severe allergic reaction after inadvertently swallowing a 
bee while on the field.

Sources say the sting occurred in or near his mouth, 
triggering anaphylactic shock, a rapid and life-threat-
ening allergic response. Despite urgent medical efforts, 
Kapur could not be revived.

Kapur was best known in corporate circles as the 
Chairman of Sona Comstar, a major international 
automotive technology and component supplier. He as-
sumed control of the company in 2015 after the passing 
of his father, Surinder Kapur, who founded it in 1995. Un-
der Sunjay’s leadership, the company grew significantly, 
expanding to 12 manufacturing plants and employing 
over 5,000 people globally. His net worth was estimated 

at $1.2 billion, as reported by Forbes.
While his contributions to industry were substantial, 

Kapur also remained a fixture in the public eye due to his 
personal life. He was previously married to Bollywood 
actress Karisma Kapoor, with whom he had two chil-
dren—Samaira and Kiaan. The couple’s 2003 marriage 
ended in a highly publicized divorce in 2016, which in-
cluded legal disputes and allegations of domestic issues.

After his separation from Kapoor, Kapur married fash-
ion designer Nandita Mahtani, and later former model 
Priya Sachdev. With Sachdev, he fathered a son named 
Azarias and became stepfather to her daughter from a 
prior relationship.

Kapur’s sudden death has left many in both the busi-
ness and entertainment industries stunned. He was 
known for his strategic leadership, love for polo, and his 
ability to balance public life with a growing industrial 
legacy.

Tributes from friends, colleagues, and public figures 
continue to surface, mourning the untimely loss of a 
man who made his mark in boardrooms and on social 
pages alike.

By a Staff Writer
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Chhal Kapat Is Taut And Slick, So Was The Post-Climax Needed
 At All?

Prime Video Drops Much-Awaited Trailer Of Panchayat Season 4

U
nder 30 minutes of seven episodes, each tightly 
structured and crisply narrated. No side issues, 
flirting with characters, red herrings, needless 
sex sequences—just focused storytelling. And 

a sort of unexpected climax. And—Wow!!—no gay angle 
either in any relationship!

Applause Entertainment’s latest offering, Chhal 
Kapat—The Deception ticks all the right boxes. If was a 
binge-watcher, I would have watched the story at one go, 
for the total length is less than 170 minutes, and it would 
have made for a first-class whodunit thriller as a film. 
But, but, but…..!

A post-climax, as unnecessary as a postal stamp on a 
couriered parcel, spoils the pleasure of this taut murder 
saga. The murder, obviously made to look like either a 
suicide or an accident, happens at a destination wed-
ding venue where the victim, Shalu (Yahhve Sharma), a 
social media ace, is found dead in a “pond”. The wedding 
is of her best friend, Alisha (Kamya Ahlawat) with Jugal 
(Smaran Sahu). Their two other close friends are Mahek 
(Ragini Dwivedi), who is married to political heir Vikram 
Chandel (Anuj Sachdeva) and Ira (Tuhina Das), who has a 
physically-challenged child.

Bit by bit, newly appointed (and just-widowed) SP 
Devika (Shriya Pilgaonkar) unravels the complex threads 

of lies (which everyone tells for assorted reasons!) and 
deception, aided by her devoted aide, inspector Dubey 
(Vijay Kaushik), and homes in on the truth.

The series’ strength lies in its lack of garnishing and 
the gripping narrative, but, as I said at the beginning, the 
impact is a shade vitiated with the needless post-climax. 
If this is related to a new season to come, maybe my view 
might get modified, but as of now, I was a shade disap-

pointed!
Ajay Bhuvan is the director, and we see him using 

weird close-ups of the eyes and hands of Devika and 
the various people she interrogates. All that looks a 
little weird overall, as if a prose narrative in third person 
(“Devika saw that X was wringing his hands nervously!”) 
has been attempted to be shot with a camera! The BGM 
(Soutrik Chakraborty) is competent, and so is Rajkumar 
Chaturvedi’s razor-sharp editing.

The script is taut, with a rare scene that may be extra-
neous. I loved the character of Devika, and her menac-
ingly sweet smile, and Shriya Pilgaonkar is superbly in 
sync with her character’s seemingly whimsical yet terrific 
traits. I also liked Vijay Kaushik as Dubey—he was a 
complete delight and his smile was genuinely infectious, 
though not meant to be humorous. Yahhve Sharma as 
Shalu is quite a find, but Anuj Sachdeva as Jugal and 
Kamya Ahlawat as Alisha need to work on the acting de-
partment. Pranay Pachauri as Rohan and Keshav Lokwani 
as Sapan fare better. But overall, except for Shriya, Vijay 
and Yahhve, no one is exceptional, while Kamya, Ragini 
and Smaran need to brush up on their skills from a little 
bit to a lot.

However, despite these significant shortcomings, the 
series worked for me as I did not see the post-climax 
(related only to Shriya’s character) coming. No spoilers. 
Watch and enjoy the show until the denouement!

Rating: ***

P
roduced by The Viral Fever, 
Panchayat Season 4 is created by 
Deepak Kumar Mishra and Chan-
dan Kumar, written by Chandan 

Kumar, and directed by Deepak Kumar 
Mishra and Akshat Vijaywargiya.  The new 
show is now set to premiere exclusively on 
Prime Video in India and over 240 coun-
tries and territories worldwide on June 24.

In the latest season of this popular rural 
comedy drama, fan-favorite characters 
including Jitendra Kumar, Neena Gupta, 
Raghubir Yadav, Faisal Malik, Chandan 

Roy, Sanvikaa, Durgesh Kumar, Sunita 
Rajwar and Pankaj Jha are returning to the 
show.

Set in the fictional village of Phulera, 
the new season promises to bring fresh 
challenges, familiar faces, and plenty of 
comic twists capturing the rhythms of 
small-town life with humor, warmth and 
nuance.

The trailer for the latest season offers 
a hilarious sneak peek into the turf war 
brewing between two spirited frontrun-
ners—Manju Devi and Kranti Devi. With 
rally songs, lofty pledges and lots of 
fanfare, the village turns into a buzzing 
battleground. As both camps race to out-

shine and out-scheme the other, Phulera 
transforms into a carnival of chaos. And 
while the smiles are wide and slogans 
louder, behind the scenes it is all about 
planting whispers, questioning each 
other’s “values,” and throwing just enough 
shade to keep things spicy. With foot-
tapping, desi anthems setting the mood, 
the trailer promises viewers a full-blown 
rural ruckus—packed with the chaos of 
Phulera’s fiercest showdown yet.

Ahead of the launch, fans played a 
pivotal role in shaping the release date. 
Through a specially designed interactive 
website—www.panchayatvoting.com,a 
record 6.5 million votes were cast for their 

favourites—Team Manju Devi or Team 
Kranti Devi—each vote pushing a live me-
ter closer to its final point. What started as 
a virtual showdown quickly turned into a 
massive celebration, ultimately leading to 
the release date being moved to June 24 in 
response to the fans’ enthusiasm to have 
their beloved series on screen sooner.

Chandan Kumar, creator and writer 
of Panchayat Season 4, shared, “Writing 
Panchayat has been a journey of deep 
discovery and gratitude. What makes this 
series special is how each season unfolds 
organically—building naturally on the one 

By Rajiv Vijayakar

By Rajiv Vijayakar
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Shriya Pilgaonkar in ZEE5’s Chhal Kapat—The Deception.

-Continued On Page 19
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Prime Video Drops Much-Awaited Trailer Of 
Panchayat Season 4

before it while still leaving room for the 
journey to continue. Our effort remains 
to keep the narrative fresh, by introduc-
ing new characters and dynamics, while 
ensuring it stays true to the emotional 
rhythm of Phulera. The story evolves in a 
way that feels both grounded and engag-
ing. With Season 4, the world of Panchay-
at takes on richer dimensions—through 
its narrative and evolving character 
relationships.”

Neena Gupta, who plays Manju Devi, 
said, “Portraying Manju Devi has been 
deeply fulfilling, especially as she’s grown 
into one of the most loved and relat-
able characters on screen today. Across 

seasons, it’s been exciting to watch her 
journey from a hesitant pradhan to a 
confident voice in Phulera’s affairs. With 
each chapter, Panchayat adds depth not 

only to village life but to every character’s 
evolution. Season 4 brings unexpected 
twists—making the narrative all the more 
compelling. The trailer offers only a peek, 
but trust me – what lies ahead is fun, 
feisty, and full of surprises.”

Jitendra Kumar, who plays the Sachiv-
ji (secretary), adds, “Panchayat is a prime 
example of authentic storytelling that 
resonates across geographies, age groups 
and viewing preferences. Its humor, 
charm and grounded characters have 
turned it into a cultural phenomenon, 
and we are incredibly proud to bring yet 
another exciting season of this beloved 

series to audiences. Working with this 
team has always felt like a creative 
homecoming—there’s mutual trust and 
a shared love for storytelling that really 
shines through. The trailer gives a fun 
peek into the new dynamics at play, and 
I’m truly looking forward to how audi-
ences respond to the next phase of this 
beloved journey.”

At the base level, for me, Panchayat 
remains among the best fare on OTT, 
and certainly one of the topmost names 
among non-crime dramas. Season 2 
seemed more than a shade forced and a 
letdown, though it garnered popularity, 
while Season 3 was comme ci, comme 
ca and continued to garner love for the 
franchise. Let us hope for the best in 
this coming season.
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The poster of Panchayat Season 4, set to stream from 
June 24. 

20 Years Of Vidya Balan: A Trip Down Memory Lane

S
he came in 20 years ago into Hindi movies with 
Parineeta, released on June 10, 2005 to critical 
acclaim and with good success at the b-o. In the 
title-role, Vidya Balan made perhaps the finest 
debut of that decade in terms of her in-depth 

performance.
But her greatest triumph lies simply in her grounded 

nature remaining on terra firma even today after she is a 
big star who does not need a big hero to count. I met her 
first at her residence in Chembur weeks after her debut, 
and to this date, whenever I have met her at an event or 
interviewed her (once even on video), she has been the 
same warm, affable and yet perceptive individual she 
always was.

So flawless and impactful were her performances, 
whether in Parineeta or her follow-up Lage Raho 
Munna Bhai, that detractors needed something to pull 
her down. So they decided to focus on her “poor dress 
sense” in a few later films like Salaam-E-Ishq, forgetting 
not only the awful sartorial sense of great older actresses 
(and actors) but also the fact that filmmakers too have a 
say in the make-up, hairdo and costumes, and this does 
not take anything away from great performances. A few 
even homed in on Vidya’s ‘figure’, which was not in sync 
with the glamor dolls abounding!

But then, Vidya wasn’t one. From the beginning, even 
in mediocre films like Halla Bol, Kismet Connection or 
Heyy Babyy, she made her own quiet mark. And a few 
years down the line, bolstered by Vidya-centric hits Ka-
haani and The Dirty Picture, the actress decided that she 
would go in for films that required deep substance from 
her, irrespective of scale, big-ticket names or perceived 
commercial potential.

Not that these films did magic at the b-o. (Te3n, 
Bobby Jasoos, Kahaani 2, Tumhari Sulu, Begum Jaan, 
Ekk Albela in which she enacted the late Geeta Bali), and 
some were even released on OTT during that unfor-
tunate 2020-onwards phase (Shakuntala Devi, Sherni, 
Jalsa, Neeyat). But the actress was undeterred. Yes, she 
did a couple of South films, but just about the only hit 
she had then was Mission Mangal, involving R. Balki, 
who had given her the meaty role of Abhishek Bach-
chan’s wife and Amitabh Bachcchan’s mother in Paa!

Her determination (Vidya never shied away even 
from female co-stars in her films) won the day as, last 
year, her Anees Bazmee-directed Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3 was 
a massive Diwali hit. Manjulika, her iconic character in 
the 2007 Bhool Bhulaiyaa, was reprised again here, and 
her ‘rival’ was Madhuri Dixit-Nene!

Married happily today to Siddharth Roy Kapur of Roy 

Kapur Films, Vidya continues to count commercially as 
well today whenever a role of substance demands her 
mettle. But what is most important is that she remains 
the same humble being she was two decades back, 
when all she had done were a few negligible regional 
film appearances, ad commercials, and a couple of TV 
shows, such as Hum Paanch. Stardom, which sits well 
on her now, had not even touched her then.

And perhaps the best way to illustrate her alluring 
persona is to recall some of her significant quotes from 
my many interactions with her.

2005—OUR FIRST INTERVIEW
“Yes, I came to Mumbai to act, though I did every ad 

film with as much conviction as I did Parineeta. Actually, 
things went right, because education was my priority 
then, and ad films were manageable in terms of time, 
while films would have messed up my studies. I first 
completed my M.A. (Masters in Arts) in Sociology, be-
cause I felt that films could come to me later as well.”

“I am inquisitive about people in general. So, I ques-
tion my director and writer a lot. I also began watching 
films of the period shown in Parineeta, and since I was a 
shade plump, I began to go to a gym. But I lost too much 
weight and had to put on some again! I am not a switch-
on, switch-off artiste, I do need lots of inputs.”

2009
“I think that acting is about feeling, about believing 

deeply in something and then reacting and expressing 
what you feel. I enjoy acting to an extent that I have not 
thought of another profession. But as an actor, while I 
am acting, I am not closed to other things. I want to do 
my own thing, act on my own terms, have space and 
time for myself and my other interests like watching 
films, attending classical musical concerts, traveling a 
bit, and doing workshops in theatre or films. I want to 
take one day at a time, not plan for next week, and work 
only to the extent that I enjoy life.”

2017
“For me, every time I play a character, it is not me. 

That distinction is very clear. Until Kahaani 2, I was not 
really willing to experiment with the dark side of life. But 
now, I am getting comfortable with that.”

2021
“It’s very nice of you to say that I have done the kind 

of variety even our legendary actresses have not, but I 
guess this happened because I am always desperate to 
keep myself excited, motivated and engaged. I look for 
different kinds of stories and characters, and I am grate-
ful for the variety that I have been able to do. I can get 
bored very fast!”

2022
“After four back-to-back films on OTT, I have thought 

of doing web series, and I have got so many offers, but 
none worth my while in terms of the time I will have to 
put in and the quality of work I would like to do. I will 
break into the web only with the right show!”

Here’s hoping then that we get to watch Vidya Balan 
dazzle in a web show in the near future. Here is where 
even her illustrious seniors like Dimple Kapadia, Mad-
huri Dixit-Nene, Manisha Koirala, Kajol and Tabu have 
scored. 

By Rajiv Vijayakar
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Vidya Balan has completed 20 years in Hindi cinema. 

-Continued From Page 17



CLASSIFIED

SERVICES

PENNSYLVANIA
Retail business in 

Western Pennsylvania. 
Minimum Bachelors in Accounting 

degree. 5 years accounting 
experience with

 General Ledger and Financial 
Statements preparation

Send resume to
 Sohail@universitykorner.com

Ph :814-297-2104
08/02-07/25/25-SD

NORTHERN NJ
Small commercial offi ce 

cleaning business in Northern NJ, 
over 30 years in business .

Gross receipts 185K . 
Call  973-214-9636.

Email : psans26273@aol.com
06/06 - 06/27 SH

 SCHAUBURG IL
Modern, quiet offi ce suites 

(250–600 sq ft) in Schaumburg 
for service professionals ONLY.
 $500–$1000/month, all utilities 

included. Shared offi ce yet
 private walled unit. 
Call 847-721-2974.

06/13- 09/05 MS

BUSINESS FOR SALEOFFICE SPACE FOR LEASEHOUSE FOR SALE HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

PARLIN 
(NEAR EDISON) NJ 08859

Fully renovated condo in 
 Bayhead Dr, Parlin (near Edison) NJ 

with a large loft, 3 bedrooms,
 2 full baths and a high ceiling 

living room. Asking price $470,000
Please contact Ashit Patel 

(609)-792-0361 
06/13-06/20 SD

ALABAMA 
Now Hiring Cashier at Gas Station

60 to 70 Hours a week 
Experience preferred 

but ready to train
Free Accommodation available 

$12 to $15 per hour 
Call Ali  (205) 777 2907 

06/20-07/18 SL

Delivery Driver with Own
 Car Needed – NY & NJ

We are seeking a reliable and 
responsible Delivery Driver with their 

own vehicle for deliveries in New 
York and New Jersey. Must have a 

valid driver’s license, clean driving re-
cord, and knowledge of local routes. 
Flexible hours and competitive pay.
Please call at 212.675.7515 x 102 

06/20-IQ

HOUSEHOLD HELP WANTED

Telugu or English Speaking
Live-in Female Babysitter 
taking care of Toddler in 
Manhattan, New York. 

Light cooking as well Please.
Accomodation and Living 

Expenses Provided along with 
Excellent Salary 

Commensurate with
 Experience.
For Inquiries 

Call: 774-345-3434
06/20-Dr.TFN 

HEALTH

ATTENTION 
OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! 

Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 1-833-661-4172

NY Scan

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT 

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? 
STORM DAMAGE? You need a local 
expert provider that proudly stands 

behind their work. Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available. 
Call 1-833-880-7679

NY Scan

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 

On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited 
Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. 

Call Today! 1-866-782-4069
NY Scan

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a limited time! 

Call today! Financing available.
 Call Safe Step 1-855-916-5473

NY Scan

Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 

with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-877-516-1160 today to schedule a 

free quote. It’s not just a generator. 
It’s a power move.

NY Scan

Do you know what’s in your water? Leaf 
Home Water Solutions offers FREE 
water testing and whole home water 

treatment systems that can be installed 
in as little one day.  15% off your entire 
purchase. Plus 10% senior & military 

discounts. Restrictions apply. Schedule 
your FREE test today. 
Call 1-866-247-5728

NY Scan

 SERVICES

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest carri-

ers. No long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All plans 

feature unlimited talk and text, starting 
at just $20/month. For more information, 

call 1-844-919-1682
NY Scan

RITA SHAH : 312-735-0709 

REAL ESTATE

35 0709

NRT

BUY OR SELL
Free Market Analysis

Email: to_ritashah@yahoo.com
*Rates Are Subject To Change Without Prior Notice Based On Property Type And Business.

COMMERCIAL 

%
RATE*
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REAL ESTATE

HEALTHHEALTH

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alternative to high 

drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - 
Only $99! 100% guaranteed.
 CALL NOW: 1-833-641-6397

NY Scan

HEARING AIDS!!  
High-quality rechargeable, powerful 
Audien hearing aids priced 90% less 
than competitors. Tiny and NEARLY 

INVISIBLE! 45-day money back 
guarantee! 855-819-7060

NY Scan

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

Prepare for power outages with 
Briggs & Stratton® PowerProtect(TM) 

standby generators - the most 
powerful home standby generators 
available. Industry-leading compre-

hensive warranty - 7 years ($849 
value.) Proudly made in the U.S.A. 

Call Briggs & Stratton 1-888-605-1496
NY Scan

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Superior quality 
bath and shower systems at AF-

FORDABLE PRICES!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs.  

Call Now! 1-833-807-0159
NY Scan
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CENTER FOR ASTHMA & ALLERGY (New Jersey)

ASTHMA ALLERGY MEDICAL CARE (New York)

ALLERGY & ASTHMA ASSOCIATES OF MURRAY HILL (New York City)

Sreenivasrao Amara, M.D.
Rachel Bautista, M.D.

Herb Chin, P.A.
Grace DeLa Cruz P.A.

Paul Ehrlich, M.D.
Deborah V. Fishman, M.D.

Faina Gutin, M.D.

Shehnaz Halani, P.A.
Shameen Khan, M.D.
Majinder Kaur, M.D.

Shari Klig, M.D.
Lin Li, M.D.

Wei Wei Li, M.D.
Clement Maccia, M.D.

Fariha Malek, N.P. 
Brian Novick, M.D. 
Purvi Parikh, M.D.
Susan Panes, M.D.
Shivani Patel, P.A.
Vimala Patel, N.P. 
Hinal Patel, P.A. 

Steven Peltz, M.D.
Martin Pine, M.D.

Afreen Quraishi, P.A.
Karen Reaves, P.A.   

Aliona Rudys, M.D.
Radha Shah, N.P. 
Eun Sheen, M.D.

Fawzi Suliaman, M.D.
Michael Teitel, M.D.
Anant Warren, M.D. 

68 Nassau Road
Huntington, 
NY 11743
Tel:   631-423-5590
Fax:  631-423-9137

111 Smithtown Bypass
Suite 219
Hauppauge, NY 11788
Tel:  631-724-3355
Fax: 631-724-9751

2004 Grand Avenue
Baldwin, 
NY 11510
Tel:  516-223-7656
Tel:  516-223-7656

984 North Broadway
Suite 307
Yonkers, NY   10701
Tel: 914-476-8877
Fax: 914-476-4754

118-21 Queens Blvd
Suite 601,
Forest Hills, NY 11375
Tel:  718-544-2066
Fax: 718-544-6664

NEW YORK LOCATIONS - ASTHMA ALLERGY MEDICAL CARE (SUDHIR PARIKH, M.D., P.C.)

NEW JERSEY LOCATIONS - CENTER FOR ASTHMA & ALLERGY - WWW.CENTERFORASTHMAALLERGY.COM (SUDHIR PARIKH, M.D., P.A.) 

NEW YORK CITY - ALLERGY & ASTHMA ASSOCIATES OF MURRAY HILL

161 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10016  
Tel:  212-685-4225, Fax:  212-696-5682

WWW.ALLERGYASTHMANYC.COM

SUDHIR M. PARIKH, M.D., FACAAI
Founder and Chairman 

Diplomate of American Board of Allergy and Immunology,
Clinical Associate Professor-RWJ Med School

18 North Third Ave.
Highland Park, NJ 08904 

Tel 732-545-0094
Fax: 732-545-4087

617-79th Street
No. Bergen, NJ 07047

Tel:  201-854-8119
Fax: 201-854-4875

1818 Oak Tree Rd.
Edison, NJ 08816
Tel:  732-205-0343
Fax: 732-205-0348

25 Kensington Ave, 
Jersey City, NJ 07304
Tel: (201) 434-4932

2566 Nottingham Way 
Trenton, NJ 08619 
Tel:  609-587-3041
Fax: 609-587-9347 

222 Schanck Rd. # 203  
Freehold, NJ 07728
Tel: 732-431-8266
Fax: 732-294-9794

926 North Wood Ave
Linden, NJ  07036
Tel: 908-925-3318
Fax: 908-95-86462

D3 Brier Hall Ct.
East Brunswick, NJ  08816

Tel: 732-257-4008
Fax: 732-257-1958

300 Hudson Street
Hoboken, NJ 07030
Tel: 201-792-5900
Fax: 201-792-5320

1018 Broad Street
Bloomfield, NJ 0703
Tel: 973-893-0093
Fax: 973-893-0090

90 Millburn Ave, 
Ste 200, Millburn NJ 07041

Tel: 973-763-5787
Fax: 973-763-8568

546 Westfield Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: 908-232-1565
Fax: 908-232-9301

200 Perrine Rd.  Suite 207 
Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Tel: 732-727-2530
Fax: 732-441-0490

65 Mountain Blvd. Ext. 107
Warren, NJ 07059
Tel: 732-627-0900
Fax: 732-560-7388

TOLL FREE  1-800-535-5227

PURVI PARIKH, M.D., FACP
Vice Chairman

Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine and Pediatrics 
NYU School of Medicine. 
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CLASSIFIED
MOTEL

MOTEL HELP WANTEDMOTEL HELP WANTEDMOTEL HELP WANTED

PHILADELPHIA & NEW JERSEY 
Need Single / Couple Front Desk & 
Housekeeping help for Franchise 
Motels in the Philadelphia area, 

Pittsburgh - PA & Cherry Hill - NJ.
Free accommodation provided.

Call Ghanshyam Patel
(610) 279 0150

 09/27/2024 - 09/19/2025-SL

NEW JERSEY
Franchise Hotel in NJ is looking for 
Single/Couple for: Housekeeping, 

Front Desk, Maintenance. Good salary 
and accommodation will be provided. 

Also looking for Hotel Sales Associate. 
(Experience and good communication 

skills required) 
Call: Nick 201-637-5062 

(Contact between 9 AM to 7 PM.)
• Vivian (757) 620-9207 •

Hina (201) 936-8762
08/02-TFN-SD

NEW YORK / NEW JERSEY 
FRANCHISE HOTEL NEED Couple 

for Housekeeping and Single for Front 
Desk Help (English must). Good pay 

with free accommodation. Legal must. 
Call Nishith: 5163739274 /

Nick (201) 637 5062
04/18/25 - 04/17/26 -SL

NASHVILLE, TN
Franchise Hotels hiring

  Front Desk Manager couple.
And Night Desk clerk  & 
Housekeeping couple.

Accommodation provided.
 Competitive salary.
Legal status must.

Call (615) 594-5454.
05/23/25 - 11/18/25 -SH

VIRGINIA- MARYLAND & NORTH 
CAROLINA

Hotels are looking for skilled   
Front Desk, Housekeeping & 

Laundry attendants.  
 If you are experienced & 

ready to contribute, 
Pls call/text: 540-324-8786

11/15/24 - 12/19/25 -SH

ARIZONA
Single / Couple Manager for

 66 Rooms Upscale Franchise Motel 
in Page, AZ 86040 with minimum 

3 years experience, fl uent English, 
Computer literate and legal must. 

Free accommodation, 
Yearly salary 60K to 70K.

 Call (435) 229 9421.
06/13-06/27 SL

LOUISIANA
Hiring an experienced Manager 

for an Independent hotel in Bossier 
City, LA. Manager should perform all 

Managerial / Front Desk Agent duties. 
Free Accommodation provided. 

Legal status must.
 Email Resume : 

Charles@kghotel.com.
05/30-06/27 SL

AKRON,OH
Franchise hotel in Akron, Ohio 

needs a couple for housekeeping.
Guaranteed 20 to 30 rooms 

per day. Hotel has interior corridor 
with 2 elevators. Accommodation will 

be provided with a kitchen. 
Legal status must. 

Contact: 330-861-9157/330-861-9142
06/13-07/04 SD

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
Franchise Hotels seek Front Desk 

help. 7 days per week, 8 hours shift 
$950/week. Legal must.

Free accommodation provided.
Call / text (410) 231-3621

05/23/25- 05/15/26 - SL

ILLINOIS/IOWA
Need Single/Couple for 

Housekeeping and Frontdesk help 
for Franchise hotels in

 Illinois and Iowa. 
Accommodation Provided.

 Legal must. 
Call (973) 722-6238

06/13-06/27 JG

NEWARK, DELAWARE 
Need General Manager, Front Desk 
Clerks and Housekeeping Couples 

for Franchise Hotel / Motel in Newark, 
DE. Accommodation provided. 

Legal status must. 
Call / text (732) 423-1725 / email 

resume: joinmyhotel@gmail.com
06/20-07/18 SL

IOWA
 Franchise hotel in Iowa 

looking for front desk help. 
Single or couple with laundry. 

Legal status must and
 fl uent in English.

 Accommodations provided. 
Call 864-201-9706.

06/20-06/27  SH

NORTH CAROLINA
Choice Hotel needs an experienced 

couple for Front Desk .
 Must be legal.

Accommodation provided.
Attractive  salary.

STUDENTS PLS DO NOT CALL.
Call : 252-767-5252

nc802_27536@yahoo.com
06/20-07/11 SH

FLORIDA
Urgent Help Needed

Franchise Multiple Motels in Florida 
needs experienced  live-in manager-

Housekeepers couple, Night 
auditor, Accountant and front desk 
person and Whyndham,Choice and 
Hilton experienced GMS. Must be 
franchised experience.  LOOKING 
FOR FULL TIME DRIVER HELP.  

Call or Text: B.P 386-566-8761or 
email:bps1018@gmail.com

06/20-07/11 SD

TV INTERNET PHONE

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. 
If you are overpaying for your 

service, call now for a free quote and 
see how much you can save!

 1-833-323-0160
NY Scan

MISCELLANEOUSELDER CARE OFFERED

Get Boost Infi nite! Unlimited Talk, 
Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The 
Power Of 3 5G Networks, One Low 

Price! Call Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 

844-329-9391
NY Scan

PRIVATE SENIOR RESIDENCE: Your 
Loved Ones Will Be Treated Like 

Family. Basic Care Provided. Meals, 
Laundry, Housekeeping & Gym 

Onsite. PRIVATE PAY ONLY. arlinresi-
dence@gmail.com 914-462-0624

NY Scan

REAL ESTATE  SERVICES

PEST CONTROL:  PROTECT YOUR 
HOME from pests safely and affordably. 
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite, 

Spiders and other pests. Locally owned 
and affordable. Call for service or an 

inspection today! 1-833-549-0598 Have 
zip code of property ready when calling!

NY Scan

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!   No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 

Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by calling Liz Buys 

Houses: 1-888-704-5670
NY Scan

TV INTERNET PHONE

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. 
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for 

Direct and get your fi rst three months 
of Max, Paramount+, Showtime, 

Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. 
Choice package $84.99/mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 

1-888-534-6918
NY Scan
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CLASSIFIED
BUSINESS/SERVICES DIRECTORYMATRIMONIAL

FEMALE FEMALE

Seeking US born and/or raised groom, 
for 5’2”, well educated, 32 year old US 
born daughter, fi nance professional, 

working in a major bank .  Please email 
your bio-data and recent photo to:

 Email: pkumar1991@yahoo.com
06/06-07/11 MS

Hindu Parents seeking US Raised 
29 to 33 YO working professional for 

their 29 YO  US born citizen daughter. 
PharmD student based in 

Los Angeles, CA. 
Email: ujm03477@gmail.com

06/06-06/27 SD

Punjabi Sharma female 32 years,
 5’ 6”, Fair, MBBS practicing in Punjab 
(India) looking for USA based Citizen 
Doctor / Medical professional Male. 
Email biodata and recent Photo to 

wadhwa140@gmail.com

06/20-07/11 SL

Looking for a match for my daughter, 
37, born and educated in the US, 

never married, 
working in Health Care. 

Please contact 
avsharma@msn.com

06/20-06/27-SH

Gujarati family seeks  US raised 
Gujarati male, well cultured, well 
educated, vegetarian;  38yr old 

divorced female with 13yr old daughter, 
living in India, willing to settle in US. 

Email with recent photo/bio to: 
deardeepa1980.dp@gmail.com

Call: 309-992-8568
Whatls App: +91-98793-96096

06/06-06/27 SH

TEJAS S. KAPADIA, ESQ.

Waldwick, NJ 07463
201-632-1529

tejas@kapadialaw.com

Real Estate, Business, 
Wills (Estate Planning), 
Immigration & General 

Law, Practicing in 
New York & New Jersey.
 Enrolled Agent with IRS.
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HEMISH S. KAPADIA, CPA, EA, MBA, MS
SUSHIL T. KAPADIA, CPA, EA, ACA

Enrolled Agent with IRS, Certifi ed 
Public Accountant, Chartered

Accountant, Former Tax Auditor &
Assistant to Income Tax Commissioner - NYC. 

44+ years in practice.
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Calderone School of Music
ESTABLISHED 1975 NJ Registered Professional Provider

Private Lessons on All Instruments 
and Virtual Lessons.

East Hanover (973) 428-0405  
Springfield (973) 467-4688 

www.calderoneschoolofmusic.com
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DEGREE  EVALUATION

MUSIC

ACCOUNTANTS/CPAACCOUNTANTS/CPA

ACCOUNTANTS/CPA

ACCOUNTANTS/CPA

IMMIGRATION HELP &
FOREIGN DEGREE

EVALUATION
For foreign degree evaluation, 

immigration help, college 
admission, language

 translation/interpretation
Please call us 

718-445-2790 
or visit

www.degreeevaluationcom
www.translationmaster.org
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ANJAY ACCOUNTAX SERVICE NJ LLC

Harish Hathiwala,CCPA
Specializing in 

Individual • Business • Corporation
New Business Set Up Service

Jersey City: (201) 656-2000
NY City: (212) 714-1988

Central Jersey: (908) 837-9030
Orlando: (407) 403-6582

Accounting , Auditing , Income Tax

Small Business and Non-profit Org.

epaper.desitalk.comTO ADVERTISE
CALL: 212-675-7515
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Tel: (201) 444-4648
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